Resettling Palestinians in Ethiopia: A Recipe for Disaster
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The recent discussion about resettling Palestinians in Ethiopia — particularly into the contested
Oromia region — raises profound humanitarian, political, and ethical concerns and represents one
of the most reckless geopolitical ideas currently being floated. Oromia is already facing a severe
internal displacement crisis, with millions of its own residents forced from their homes due to
ongoing violence, instability, and state repression.

This plot being hatched to relocate Palestinians into Ethiopia, far from being a humanitarian
solution, risks destabilizing an already volatile East Africa while delivering the worst possible
outcome for displaced Palestinians. Humanitarian assistance cannot reach the suffering displaced
Oromo people due to violence and militarization of the region by the regime.

At its core, the current dynamic repeats the same colonial patterns of displacement that have
traumatized both Palestinians and Ethiopia’s indigenous Oromo and other forcibly incorporated
peoples for generations. Introducing an additional vulnerable population into this volatile
environment will undoubtedly compound the suffering of both groups.

An Ethiopian Government Responsible for Hostilities

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s government, externally portrayed as an “Oromo government,” has
actually presided over some of the most devastating atrocities in Oromia in over a century. The
Prime Minister rose opportunistically to his position in the wake of a very effective country-wide
protest led by Oromo youth referred to as “Qeerroo.” But Abiy was not a part of it. He had been
part of the government they rose up against.

In fact, Abiy, having held key positions in the regime targeted by the protesters, regarded that
Qeerroo group as a great threat to his power. He immediately turned to break this youth
movement and the local Oromos communities who supported them and whose interests they
represented.

The Prime Minister has since overseen the detention of hundreds of thousands of Oromo youth, a
sweeping crackdown on dissent, which has led to the displacement of millions and a worsening
humanitarian situation in the region. The reality on the ground is one of systematic repression,
violence and insecurity, not stability or rights protection.

It is quite likely that the Palestinian population, if introduced into Ethiopia, would be used by the
Ethiopian regime against the indigenous peoples of Ethiopia, the Oromo being the largest.

The cruel irony is impossible to ignore. Ethiopia, a state itself constructed through the
dispossession of Oromo, Sidama, and other southern peoples, is now apparently “showing
interest” in talks with Israel’s Mossad, becoming complicit in another population’s removal from
indigenous lands and their ultimate erasure. This mirrors precisely the logic of Israel’s ongoing
displacement of Palestinians — where one colonial project replicates the violence of another
under the false banner of “humanitarianism.”

The Colonial Blueprint Repeats Itself

Ethiopia and Israel share disturbingly similar origins as modern states. Both were shaped by 19th
and 20th century conquests that were backed by foreign powers — Ethiopia through European
military expansion and economic coercion followed by US support, Israel through the coercion



of a British mandate and subsequent US support. Both regimes have institutionalized land theft
as policy, with Ethiopia seizing Oromo and others’ territories using the same legal pretexts of
“state land” declarations with a religious justification that Israel employs in the West Bank. Both
engage in demographic engineering, with the Ethiopian state resettling Amharas into Oromia just
as Israel plants settlers in occupied Palestinian territories.

Now, Ethiopia’s government — which has displaced millions of its own citizens through wars in
Tigray, Oromia and Amhara regions — dares to connive with Israeli Mossad about positioning
itself as a “host” for Palestinians and demonstrate that it is open to US incentives to play this role
— for a price. This isn’t refuge; it’s forced population transfer that serves Israel’s goal of making
Palestinian displacement permanent while giving Ethiopia’s regime geopolitical currency.

Intersecting Struggles, Compounding Dangers

The parallels between Oromo and Palestinian experiences reveal why this resettlement would be
catastrophic. Both peoples face state-backed ethnic cleansing — Oromos through Amhara
violence by using Ethiopia’s state power, Palestinians through settler attacks and military
assaults. Both see their resources looted, with Ethiopia leasing Oromo farmland to UAE and
Turkish interests just as Israel exploits Palestinian gas fields for European markets. Both have
their resistance movements labeled as “terrorists” while their oppressors receive billions in US
weapons.

Resettling Palestinians in Oromia would:

— Force two dispossessed populations into competition over scarce land and resources
— Legitimize Ethiopia’s illegal land grabs by rebranding them as humanitarian projects
— Serve Israel’s strategic aim of fragmenting Palestinian claims to sovereignty

— Inflame Oromo resistance against what would rightly be seen as colonial settlement

Ethiopia Offers No Haven

Ethiopia is not just unstable — it’s an empire unraveling under the weight of its own
contradictions. The federal government has lost control over much of Oromia to armed resistance
movements. Its history of violence against Muslim communities — from Somalis to Eritrean
refugees — foretells the dangers awaiting Palestinian arrivals. Like Israel, Ethiopia’s regime
survives only through foreign patronage (from the US and UAE) while brutalizing its own
people. This is not a government capable of offering protection — it’s one that would exploit
Palestinians as political pawns.

The Ugly Truth Behind the Proposal

For Palestinians — already survivors of displacement, siege, famine and conflict — being resettled
into such a volatile environment would be neither safe nor dignified. There is no logic in
relocating them to an area where fundamental human rights are routinely violated, where local
communities are themselves in desperate need of shelter, food, and safety, and where tensions
are high.

The political motivations behind this proposal appear clear. Abiy’s government is seeking to
leverage the Palestinian issue to secure external military and political support from Israel and its
allies, particularly the United States.

For Israel, which has shown little concern for Palestinian human dignity, and for Washington, a
long-standing supporter of the Israeli government, such a deal could serve their strategic interests



without addressing the humanitarian realities. For Abiy, it is another opportunity to buy time,
bolster his grip on power, and distract from the deepening crises at home.

This isn’t about saving lives — it’s about making Palestinian exile permanent. Israel seeks to
sever its connection to historic Palestine, while Ethiopia’s government eyes potential UAE
investment in exchange for serving as a dumping ground for refugees. In this scheme, both
Oromos and Palestinians become collateral in a geopolitical game.

The international community must recognize this proposal for what it is: not a solution, but the
repackaging of colonial violence. From the Jordan River to the Awash, liberation cannot come
through recycled displacement — but only through dismantling the systems of oppression that
bind these struggles together. The time has come to stop facilitating catastrophe and start
confronting its root causes.

Resettling Palestinians in Oromia would not be an act of solidarity or humanitarian compassion —
it would be the exploitation of one displaced community at the expense of another, for the sake
of geopolitical bargaining. Both Palestinians and Oromos deserve peace, security, and the right
to self-determination, not to be used as pawns in cynical political calculations.
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