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  Human Rights Violations in Ethiopia 

Reports 68 and 69 of the Oromia Support Group in Australia Inc. (OSG) form the basis of 

this statement1. Totals of killings and incidents of recent looting by Fano, below, also include 

material in preparation for Report 70. 

  The Ethiopian Government Abuses 

Although many members of the Prosperity Party government are Oromo, they do not 

represent Oromo interests. The government has: 

Killed and detained members of legal parties, including the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF); 

Summarily executed, or otherwise killed, and detained members of the peaceful Qeerroo 

Oromo student movement; 

Collectively punished Oromo civilians using aerial bombardment and ground forces, where 

the Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) operates; killing, destroying homes, animals and 

produce; 

Supported Amhara Fano forces in acts of ethnic cleansing, killing, destroying property and 

displacing Oromo civilians; 

Terrorised civilians with detention, rape and torture; 

Subjected millions of Oromo to persecution, extortion with punitive, arbitrary taxation, and 

restrictions on movement and commerce so they are unable to sustain themselves 

economically or access health care; 

Employed poorly-trained and undisciplined local militia to rob and extort money and goods 

from civilians as ransom for those kidnapped, forcibly conscripted or arbitrarily detained 

after false allegations of supporting OLA; 

Evicted residents and farmers without compensation to make way for urban infrastructure 

projects; 

Forcibly conscripted hundreds of thousands, including children and middle-aged men, to 

national, regional and district security forces; 

Deliberately fomented hatred between Oromo and Amhara people using forces masquerading 

as OLA and Fano which commit murder, rape and other atrocities; 

Allowed members of the Ethiopian National Defence Forces (ENDF) to record incidents of 

torture and killing of civilians, encouraged by laughing and jeering onlookers, and 

disseminate these recordings on social media; and 

Caused hundreds of thousands of civilians to be displaced. 

By 8 May 2025, OSG had recorded 6,584 Oromo civilian killings since 2018, including 125 

since Report 69, published on 10 April. This is a small fraction of the total killed, judging by 

records kept by local human rights defenders. Most of those killed in the last month were by 

government defence forces in the zones of Qellem and West Wallega (33) and Arsi (15). 

Fano militia were responsible for a substantial number (43) of killings in East Wallega and 

Horo Guduru zones. 

  Examples: 

OLF spokesman and pacifist Bate Urgessa was taken from a Meki hotel, East Showa, on 9 

April 2024 and shot dead outside the town. 

Government forces burnt homes and looted grain and cattle in Salale district, North Showa, 

on 9 January. In a single village, seven buildings were burned down; 10 cattle and 16,000 kg 

of grain were stolen. 
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A 10 year-old girl was abducted, raped and strangled in late January 2025 by soldiers from 

Minare Roge, Meta Walkite district, West Showa. Her body was left hanging in a tree. 

A 45 year-old widow, two of her daughters, aged 12 and 8, and their 5 year-old neighbour, 

were shot dead by an ENDF soldier in Wanki village, Mandi district, West Wallega, on 12 

February 2025. 

On 13 March, seven young men from Kalala Didimtu village, Jimma Gannat district, Horo 

Guduru, were arrested, dressed in military uniforms, and tortured in the kebele office. Next 

day, they were taken, unconscious, to Hararto police station, accused of OLA membership. 

On 16 March, government forces abducted three men on their way to market in Hunxee 

Aloolaa village, Adaabbaa district, West Arsi. One, a father of ten, was killed that evening. 

His brother and the other disappeared in detention. On that day, a youth was abducted from 

Golagotaa town, Martii district, Arsi, accused of supporting OLA and summarily executed. 

His family was denied his body. 

A 13 year-old in Begi town was raped and killed by government militia on 18 March. Her 

body was dumped at the kebele office. 

Eight young men were arrested in Alge Qarsaa, Liban district, East Borana, on 19 March and 

detained in Saransari. The government announced on 27 March that they had captured OLA 

soldiers. 

Government forces robbed all equipment and animals and burned homes of civilians in Haro 

Limu, Gatira and Dambi districts of East Wallega, in late March, taking over 60 cows and all 

of the sheep. 

A young mother from Usman Musa village, Ciro district, West Hararge, was abducted in late 

March by an ENDF commander, taken to a school in Dirre town and brutally raped, leaving 

her wounded. Commander Mame then shot her dead. 

Two brothers and a third man, from Amarti Gibee village, Bako Tibe district, West Showa, 

were taken from their homes to the district police station after military activity against OLA 

locally. The brothers were taken from the police station and killed on 26 March. The other 

man was severely beaten and left for dead. 

  Extortion, Coercion and Conscription 

Human rights defenders in West Wallega reported in July 2024 that under Command Post 

rule businesses were closed, goods confiscated, health facilities closed and un-resourced, 

ambulances and other transport commandeered by soldiers, and all commerce and economic 

activity stunted or absent, impoverishing the community. 

Over 200 workers at Finchaa Sugar Factory, Horo Guduru, were detained in the military 

compound in Sulula Finchaa in December 2024 and remained there at least until 9 January, 

accused of farming illegally on factory grounds, where they had been farming to supplement 

their income for over a decade. About 5,000 quintals of crops were confiscated. 

While 24,000 homes were being demolished around the capital in March, residents of 

Shaggar city were ordered to pay 6,000 birr to change their house numbers. 

Government cadres forced residents of Negele Arsi to provide labour to build their offices, 

and government forces began on 20 March to demand money to pay salaries and support their 

military operations. 

In March, potato farmers in Munessa and four villages in Sagure districts of Arsi were 

compelled to sow wheat instead, with many facing beatings, fines, and denial of access to 

fertilizer. 

In March, in Dinsho district, West Bale, up to 5,000 birr was demanded for ‘health insurance,’ 

constructing local offices and other taxes. Even men who pull carts were charged up to 2,000 

birr to work. 
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In Goro Wado village, Bedeno district, East Hararge, teachers and students were developing 

land around the school to supplement their meagre income and benefit the school. On 25 

March they were forced off the land. 200 birr was demanded from each resident to pay for 

weapons for local militia. Refusal was met with detention and beating. 

In addition to the above examples, civilians have been forced to pay hundreds of birr or more 

for weapons (e.g. 15 guns per village in Arsi), uniforms, feeding students and militia 

members, accessing markets, licences for bajaj drivers, and renewing ID cards, 

A 12 year-old from Ambo, interviewed in January, said he was forcibly conscripted into the 

ENDF after being abducted on his way to school. Conscripts have been taken from homes, 

places of recreation such as pool halls, and from prisons. Even the mentally ill have been 

detained for conscription. Parents and youngsters have been beaten or shot dead for refusing 

to comply. Recruits are held in police stations for days or weeks before being transferred to 

military training camps. Payments of 20,000 to 100,000 birr are demanded by police for their 

release. 

  Abuses by Fano Militia 

Fano supporters are using deliberate disinformation to justify lethal aggression against 

Oromo living in Oromia Special Zone, Amhara Region, (Wollo) and in zones of Oromia 

Region adjacent to Amhara Region – East, North and West Showa, Horo Guduru and East 

Wallega. Fano has also targeted Agaw and Qemant people within Amhara Region and 

Gumuz as well as Oromo in Benishangul-Gumuz Region. 

  Examples: 

On 11 March, Fano torched 200 homes in Homa Galesa village, looted properties and 

displaced hundreds of families from Loomica, Gararo and Caru villages in Abe Dongoro 

district, Horo Guduru. 

Twelve villagers were killed by Fano on 25 March in Goda Cafe, Darra district, North Showa. 

Fano killed five, including a five year-old, and robbed villagers in Dire Guda, Gida Ayana 

district, East Wallega, around 25 March 

On 27 March, Fano burned down seven or more properties in Tullu Lami village and more 

in Adada Sodolbe village, Ada’a Barga district, West Showa. Grain, 67 cattle and three goats 

were looted from eight farmers, three of whom were badly injured. 

Twenty-one were killed and three were abducted and remain missing after Fano attacked 

Tullu Moti village, Abe Dongoro district, Horo Guduru, on 27 March. 

Thirteen villagers, including an infant, were killed when Fano attacked and looted Habo 

village, Jardega Jarte district, Horo Guduru, on 6 April. 

A recording of the brutal beheading of a teenager by Fano in Darra district, North Showa, in 

September 2024, was widely circulated on social media in November. In an example of 

collusion between Fano and government forces, the boy’s father was detained by government 

forces and forced to retract his statement which attributed the killing to Fano. 

    

 

 

 
1 https://oromiasupport.org/osg-reports/ 
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