
 

 

REPORT 62           24 APRIL 2023   
 

War on Oromia  

Drone strikes, executions, killings and ethnic cleansing 
 

The Oromia Support Group has now, with this report, recorded the killing of 4032 Oromo 

civilians and 934 civilians from other regions since October 2018; quite apart from the one 

million fighters and civilians reportedly killed in the war on Tigray since November 2020 

(see p.4).  

In the twenty years from 1992 to 2012 which were included in OSG Reports 1 - 49, OSG 

recorded 4498 killings of Oromo civilians by the TPLF-dominated EPRDF government. The 

rate of killing of Oromo people since 2018 is much greater. Within less than five years of 

Prosperity Party rule under Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, almost as many civilians have been 

killed as were killed by the EPRDF over 20 years. This magnitude of slaughter has not been 

witnessed since the genocidal campaigns of Showan Amhara kings and emperors in the 19th 

and early 20th centuries. 

The deaths have resulted from drone strikes and other air attacks on civilians in areas where 

the Oromo Liberation Army has support, executions and other killings by federal and Oromia 

Region security forces and killings by Amhara Region militia and Fano forces in acts of 

ethnic cleansing within and surrounding the Amhara Region. 

Internationally supported and independently mediated negotiations are the only way forward. 

They must include the Oromo Liberation Army, registered Oromo political parties (Oromo 

Liberation Front and Oromo Federalist Congress), relevant Oromo and non-Oromo non-

governmental organisations, Amhara Region representatives and the Prosperity Party 

government of Abiy Ahmed. 

The war on Oromia is not winnable by federal government forces, Amhara regional forces or 

OLA; between any two or all three of the belligerents; on any battlefield. Unless and until 

there is a negotiated ceasefire and dialogue, within months, hundreds of thousands more 

civilians will die and development will be pushed back by decades.  

As this report went to press, OSG was informed that illegally detained OLF leaders (see Press 

Release 7 March 2023) were taken to an unknown place from Burayu Police Station on 19 

April. Friends and relatives do not know where they have been taken. In these last days of a 

directionless, failing government, there are grave concerns for their safety. A negotiated 

ceasefire and dialogue depend on their safe release. 
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Introduction 

Within five years of coming to power, Abiy Ahmed has plunged Ethiopia into chaos and 

disaster. According to the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) in March 2023,1 

there are over 20 million in Ethiopia needing humanitarian assistance and protection – 

including 3 million internally displaced persons (IDPs), returning IDPs and millions of others 

in crisis. Although the five-year drought is in itself catastrophic, these disastrous conditions – 

the massive loss of life and development set-backs – are due to the policies and actions of 

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, aided by the USA.  

Renowned academics, Harry Verhoeven and Michael Woldemariam, wrote in June 2022 that 

‘U.S. policymakers provided largely unconditional support to Ethiopia’s new Prime Minister 

Abiy Ahmed, creating problems of moral hazard that encouraged confrontation between rival 

political forces.’  

Professor Alex de Waal, wrote in January (in Ethiopia is dangerously adrift after Tigray war) 

that in the Tigray war the ‘best estimate’ of civilian deaths was over 500,000. About 10% 

were in massacres and bombings. 30% were due to the collapse in the health system and 60% 

due to famine, according to research by Ghent University. Military losses for the ENDF, 

according to Field Marshal Berhanu Jula, were 254,000, which does not include losses by 

Amhara Region militia or Fano irregular brigades. Although TPLF losses were probably 

much less, the overall death toll from the war is likely to exceed one million, including one in 

six of the Tigrayan population. 

De Waal wrote ‘Abiy himself was the principal agent of transforming Ethiopia from an 

aspiring developmental state on the East Asian model into a turbulent hybrid of kleptocracy 

and gangsterism.’  

‘Five years ago, civic mobilization brought Ethiopia to the point of democratic change. 

Protesters demanded real inclusion in ruling institutions and fairer governance of diversity as 

well as accountability. Those demands have not gone away. Abiy’s years in power have 

shown he has neither interest nor capacity to deliver. The U.S. and other donors, that are now 

bailing out Ethiopia in the hope of preventing state failure, have both the responsibility and 

the instruments to reinvigorate that agenda.’ 

US Secretary of State, Anthony Blinken, announced on 20 March that all forces in the Tigray 

war had committed war crimes and crimes against humanity, and that Amhara forces 

unleashed by Aby Ahmed had committed ethnic cleansing in Western Tigray. 

The same international crimes are being committed in the war on Oromia, as this report 

demonstrates. Although this war has continued since September 2018, its intensity and scope 

have increased exponentially since the Tigray ceasefire on 2 November 2022.  

It is hoped that the International Commission of Human Rights Experts on Ethiopia, despite 

efforts by the Ethiopian government to shut it down and prevent its findings being known, 

will reveal the extent of abuses in Oromia in its second mandate, active until September. 

Peace talks have twice been proposed. Less than six weeks after the Tigray cessation of 

hostilities, Oromia Region MPs called for a peace deal with OLA, and in January OLF-OLA 

High Command reiterated its commitment to a peaceful resolution to the conflict in Oromia. 

However, initially promising overtures from the federal government were followed by 

 
1 As reported by EEPA, the Europe External Programme with Africa Situation Report - Horn of Africa, 31 

March 2023. EEPA is a ‘Belgium-based Centre of Expertise with in-depth knowledge, publications, and 

networks, specialised in issues of peacebuilding, refugee protection, and resilience in the Horn of Africa.’ 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13523260.2022.2091580?journalCode=fcsp20
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2023/01/31/ethiopia-dangerously-adrift-after-tigray-war/
https://www.researchgate.net/project/War-and-humanitarian-crisis-in-Tigray-and-Ethiopia
https://sites.tufts.edu/wpf/files/2018/08/The-future-of-ethiopia-20180817.pdf
https://sites.tufts.edu/wpf/files/2018/08/The-future-of-ethiopia-20180817.pdf
https://www.state.gov/war-crimes-crimes-against-humanity-and-ethnic-cleansing-in-ethiopia/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/ethiopia-seeks-end-un-ordered-probe-into-tigray-war-abuses-2023-02-27/
https://addisstandard.com/news-lawmakers-from-oromia-region-request-tigray-peace-deal-redo-between-govt-ola-armed-group/
https://addisstandard.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/OLA-Brief-Manifesto-1.pdf
https://addisstandard.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/OLA-Brief-Manifesto-1.pdf
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demands for capitulation and disarmament before talks could begin (Addis Standard 3 

January). 

Renewed calls for a negotiated peace between the government and OLA were made by 

Oromia MPs in the national parliament a week after Secretary of State Anthony Blinken 

visited Ethiopia and expressed concern over the ongoing conflict in the region. On 20 March, 

Addis Standard reported that MPs had written to the African Union, the House of Peoples 

Representatives, the Prosperity Party and the office of Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed. The MPs 

recalled the African Union’s role in brokering the ceasefire in Tigray and stated that the 

organisation had underestimated the carnage raging in Oromia for almost five years. They 

wrote that the Ethiopian government’s intention to wipe out OLA would only lead to more 

civil war and destruction; that a peaceful settlement was the only way forward. 

The stakes are high. The two-year war in Tigray has returned the region to pre-1991 levels of 

development. The unfolding devastation in Oromia is having the same results, but on a 

grander scale.  

Tigray aftermath 

EEPA (see footnote 1, p.3) reported 13 January that in Tigray 18,000 hectares of cultivated 

land and the majority of fruit and vegetable farms were unusable; nearly half of the region’s 

draft oxen were dead or stolen, 90% of tractors stolen and almost all veterinary services 

looted or destroyed. A quarter of the target population for food distribution was not reached. 

25 districts were partly or completely inaccessible for food aid. Half of the water supply 

schemes are destroyed. 70% of health and education workers are displaced and 88% of health 

workers witnessed sexual abuse (EEPA 29 and 30 March). Latest IOM data indicate 2.5 

million displaced people in Tigray. By August 2022, Relief Web found 89% of families were 

food insecure and 47% severely food insecure.  

Abuse by Eritrean forces continues. The Washington Post reported hundreds massacred by 

Eritrean soldiers as the peace deal was being discussed. EEPA 23 January relayed claims 

from Tigray that Eritrean and Amhara troops raped 211 women, killed 2116, injured 298 and 

kidnapped 680 people in the North Western zone of Tigray since the peace agreement was 

signed on 2 November.  

The malign influence of Eritrea is increasing. Eritreans are establishing businesses in Tigray. 

Their troops were still present in March according to Christian Solidarity Worldwide. Eritrea 

has trained 50,000 Amhara Fano militia and has strengthened ties with Ethiopia. General 

Abraha Kassa, sanctioned by the USA for war crimes, visited army, intelligence and airforce 

heads in Addis Ababa to ‘consolidate military ties’ in early April. 

On 14 April, The New Humanitarian (formerly the UN news agency IRIN) reported lethal 

clashes between combined Amhara regional militia and Fano forces and federal security 

forces. Keen to pursue their advantage against a defeated Tigrayan population, committing 

ethnic cleansing in Western Tigray, Amhara militia and Fano have refused to be absorbed 

into federal security forces and are at war with central government and with the Oromo 

people. Federal forces also are committed to the destruction of the Oromo Liberation Army 

and the people who support it – the overwhelming majority of the Oromo population. 

 

 

 

 

https://addisstandard.com/news-army-threatens-to-eradicate-oromo-armed-group-again-claims-success-in-liberating-villages/
https://addisstandard.com/news-army-threatens-to-eradicate-oromo-armed-group-again-claims-success-in-liberating-villages/
https://addisstandard.com/news-lawmakers-from-oromia-urge-au-to-intervene-and-negotiate-to-end-conflict-in-oromia-repeat-call-for-warring-parties/
https://addisstandard.com/news-lawmakers-from-oromia-urge-au-to-intervene-and-negotiate-to-end-conflict-in-oromia-repeat-call-for-warring-parties/
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/ethiopia-displacement-northern-region-tigray-idps-site-assessment-iom-dtm
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/02/28/ethiopia-massacre-tigray-eritrea/
https://www.facebook.com/100069655729635/posts/pfbid0Yf8M9wq7MG8NRQg3aprsVyJaPMUGe4uoAWEtXaVn46wJfdeVjshGY55t8XWgkincl/?app=fbl
https://www.facebook.com/100069655729635/posts/pfbid0Yf8M9wq7MG8NRQg3aprsVyJaPMUGe4uoAWEtXaVn46wJfdeVjshGY55t8XWgkincl/?app=fbl
https://www.csw.org.uk/2023/03/21/report/5964/article.htm
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2023/04/14/myanmar-massacre-haiti-solutions-pentagon-leaks-cheat-sheet?utm_source=The+New+Humanitarian&utm_campaign=0e91401097-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_ENGLISH_AFRICA&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d842d98289-0e91401097-29271461
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War on Oromia 

Military command posts were established in Oromia Region at the end of 2018 and the 

beginning of 2019.  The primary operation appears to be to facilitate the destruction of the 

Qeerroo youth movement, which had brought to an end the rule of EPRDF, and to eliminate 

the Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) and its support base among the civilian population.  

Persecution of civilians by ENDF was intense in 2020 until war was declared on Tigray on 

November 4. In the following year, although several hundred Oromo were killed in Wollo, in 

the Oromia Special Zone in Amhara Region, most were killed by Amhara Region militia and 

Fano brigades and the ENDF was less involved than previously. 

Renewed intensity of persecution by federal forces began in early 2022 and was further 

intensified with drone, aircraft and heavy artillery attacks during the talks to end the war in 

Tigray. After those hostilities ceased in November 2022, tens of thousands of ENDF soldiers 

were trucked to Western Oromia in late 2022 and early 2023. Scorched earth policies in 

renewed onslaughts on Oromo farmers in Guji, Borana, Showa, Wollo and Wallega were 

conducted to deny support for OLA. This strategy was in keeping with the declaration by the 

head of the Prosperity Party in Oromia Region, Fekadu Tessema, on 27 February 2021 ‘If 

you want to completely get rid of the fish, you need to dry up the ocean.’  

‘Thousands, if not tens of thousands’ had been killed in Oromia before the end of 2022 

according to New Lines Magazine on 26 December. 

Not only federal ENDF forces have Oromo 

in their sights. Attacks on Oromo civilians in 

areas of Wallega and Showa were also 

perpetrated by Amhara Region militia and 

Fano forces in acts of ethnic cleansing 

announced as reclaiming ‘ancestral Amhara 

lands’. Dehumanising rhetoric and hate 

speech were matched by gruesome acts of 

desecration of the bodies of young Oromo 

men.  

Unspeakable Acts of Depravity 

Decapitation and flaying of living prisoners, mutilation of the dead and displaying heads on 

poles held high above parading Fano members were photographed and videoed on social 

media. Fano members preened themselves for selfies in front of piles of burning bodies and 

heads. Fano members are portrayed on 5 November 2022 in front of the severed heads of two 

Oromo, killed in Jardega Jarte, Horo Guduru zone, and circulated on social media in early 

December. Distressing footage of a botched attempt to decapitate a living prisoner by a Fano 

member in Salaal Kulla village in Darra district, North Showa, was circulated on 23 

December. Even the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission wrote of hundreds of Oromo 

being killed in a ‘gruesome manner’ in the last five months of 2022. 

The collator of Gadado2 wrote from Norway on 2 January:  

‘What is the army doing in the whole of Ethiopia; the Ahmara Liyu Hail [Amhara 

region militia], the Shabiya [Eritrean] army, the Somali army, the Gumuz and Gambella 

army. What are they doing in Wallega?’ 

 
2 Gadado is comprised of a network of reporters within Ethiopia whose information is collated by an activist in 

Norway. The organisation is responsible for the bulk of OSG reports of human rights abuses since 1994 and 

remains OSG’s most significant source of original information. 

https://newlinesmag.com/reportage/evidence-of-drone-strikes-against-civilian-areas-in-ethiopia/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3x56AWv9ZM
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Civilians [Fano irregulars] are killing innocent women, children and young people. 

They have cut off all lights and communications to the public and closed internet and 

phones. The people have been cut off from bank services, health services, electricity, 

water and all education. The international community, the embassies of the world in 

Addis Ababa, world media and even the Oromo media does not say this.’ 

The Ethiopian government is forcibly conscripting youngsters to its army; from universities, 

high schools and from lower grades. Children as young as 12 have been included in the 

quotas demanded from each kebele and district (woreda). The majority of forced conscripts 

are Oromo. 

 

As its forces were removed from Tigray, large numbers of ENDF troops were transferred to 

Oromia. Many entered Qellem Wallega (Kelam Welega on the map above) from 

Benishangul-Gumuz Region and Gambella Region. There has been heavy fighting in all 

Wallega and Showa zones and in Borana and Guji zones to the south. 

Addis Standard 3 January reported that ENDF had renewed its intention to destroy OLA in 

Southern Oromia (East and West Guji and Borana zones) and that it had ‘liberated seven 

villages’ from OLA control already.  

OLA fighters have temporarily controlled towns and cities. They released hundreds of 

prisoners from Nekemte, East Wallega, and Mandi, West Wallega, in November (see pp.13 

and 25), and more than 480 from Bula Hora in West Guji on 7 January (Addis Standard 11 

January). Wherever there has been fighting however, ENDF and Amhara forces have exacted 

revenge on civilians and their properties (see below).  

Humanitarian disaster in Oromia 

While the battles rage, civilians suffer. The regional drought caused 43,000 deaths, half of 

them infants, in Somalia in 2022 according to UNICEF. Though no specific report has been 

made for Oromia, similarly severe conditions and loss of livestock and human life took place 

in south and east Oromia, in addition to the lives lost directly and indirectly from civil war. 

Regions in Western Ethiopia 

Oromia – pale blue; Amhara – yellow; Benishangul-Gumuz – green; Gambella – lilac 

https://addisstandard.com/news-army-threatens-to-eradicate-oromo-armed-group-again-claims-success-in-liberating-villages/
https://addisstandard.com/news-ola-fighters-break-into-prison-set-hundreds-of-detainees-free-in-west-guji-zone-southern-oromia/
https://addisstandard.com/news-ola-fighters-break-into-prison-set-hundreds-of-detainees-free-in-west-guji-zone-southern-oromia/
https://www.unicef.org/esa/media/12316/file/From-Insight-to-Action-Somalia-2023.pdf
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At least 700,000 people recently displaced from their homes in parts of the Oromia region 

need food assistance, according to the UN OCHA report published in November, which cited 

‘ongoing hostilities in western Oromia’ as triggering the exodus. 

In December, OCHA reported over 

106,000 IDPs in West Wallega Zone and 

116,000 IDPs in Horo Guduru Wallega 

alone. Needs were outpacing response 

efforts with less than 10% of needy 

households in West Wallega and less 

than 30% in East Wallega receiving 

shelter and non-food item support. 

‘Similarly, hostilities in Guji and West 

Guji zones are impeding flow of 

assistance.’ Nearly 2% of over 560,000 

children screened in drought affected 

zones were severely malnourished and 

18% moderately malnourished. 

Addis Standard 16 December reported a ‘fast deteriorating’ situation in Oromia. The ‘crisis is 

particularly severe in conflict-affected Western Oromia where electricity, mobile network, 

health facilities, banks and markets are not functional’. Up to 10,000 IDPs were walking for 

3-5 days to Amhara region. Hostilities prevented assistance reaching Benishangul-Gumuz 

Region, further west. There were an estimated 740,000 IDPs in western Oromia, 

Benishangul-Gumuz and bordering Amhara regions. 

In Eastern and Southern Ethiopia, more than 4.5 million cattle and nearly 7 million sheep 

have died since late 2021. In March, 11 million people were food insecure. Cholera was 

present in Bale and Guji zones and in Somali Region. Leishmaniasis and thyroiditis were also 

killing people in OMO zone of SNNPR. The drought area includes 24 million people. In 

Borana, farmers told Addis Standard in February they had given up on their cattle after 3.3 

million had died and were now ‘striving to save our lives’. More than 800,000 were in need 

of food assistance.  

 

On 8 March, Addis Standard quoted from a statement by the Oromo Physicians Association 

that in Borana zone people were dying increasingly from treatable and preventable conditions 

Oromo IDPs in Horo Guduru, one of the zones in 

Wallega, in early December 2022 

Famine Early Warning System map of the drought-affected areas of the Horn of 

Africa, October 2022 to January 2023 (right), showing Emergency levels in South and 

South-east Oromia Region and in Somali Region 

 

https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-situation-report-6-dec-2022#:~:text=Situation%20Overview&text=Millions%20have%20seen%20their%20source,diseases%20due%20to%20weakened%20immunity.
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-situation-report-6-dec-2022#:~:text=Situation%20Overview&text=Millions%20have%20seen%20their%20source,diseases%20due%20to%20weakened%20immunity.
https://addisstandard.com/news-humanitarian-situation-in-western-oromia-fast-deteriorating-un/
https://addisstandard.com/news-un-says-11-million-people-food-insecure-as-drought-situation-in-ethiopia-continues-to-worsen-requires-urgent-response/
https://addisstandard.com/analysis-we-have-given-up-on-our-cattle-we-are-now-striving-to-save-our-lives-borana-drought-victim/
https://addisstandard.com/news-opa-says-people-in-borana-zone-dying-of-hunger-treatable-conditions-as-health-impact-of-prolonged-drought-gets-severe/
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– hunger, dehydration, measles and water-borne diseases. Acute malnutrition was over 16% 

overall. 40% of pregnant and breast-feeding mothers were moderately malnourished.  

Not only drought, disease and conflict affect Borana zone. OCHA reported on 3 April that 

heavy rain and flash floods had damaged shelters for 27,000 IDPs in Borana and increased 

the risk of cholera and other water-borne diseases. 

Malign human agency is not limited to violence. Addis Standard 13 March reported that food 

aid delivered to Borana zone appeared on sale in Yabelo, the administrative capital, after 

being siphoned off by local officials and taken to their warehouses.   

Drone attacks on civilians 

Drones bought from China, Iran, UAE and Turkey helped to turn the tide of the war against 

Tigray, and were responsible for killing over 100 civilians in two weeks in January 2022, 

including at least 59 in an IDP camp at Dedebit in the early hours of 7 January, according to 

the Washington Post and New Lines Magazine. The Washington Post stated that more than 

300 civilians were killed in drone and airstrikes between September 2021 and January 2022. 

Another 20 were killed by drone strikes in Abune Gindeberet district, West Showa, on 22 

April 2022, according to one OSG source. This was followed by a ground attack causing 

heavy losses and displacement to the local forest. 

On 24 October, OLA spokesman Odaa Tarbii, reported that several hundred civilians were 

killed in six drone strikes in western Oromia in the preceding four days, including over 150 in 

Meta Wolkite and Chobi districts in West Showa, less than 150 km west of Finfinnee/Addis 

Ababa. 

According to New Lines Magazine on 26 December, around a dozen more drone strikes 

followed the attack on Chobi, including one in Mendi, West Wallega, on 9 November. 

Addis Standard 25 October reported at least 68 killed in a drone strike on Ofu Bekke village 

in Chobi district and more killed in Kale, about 25 km away, both on Sunday 23 October. 

OLA spokesman Oda Tarbie reported students being killed at a Chobi school on Monday 24 

October and wrote that the video of dead, dying and injured (screenshots below) was taken 

from that incident. 

In a statement released on 24 October, the OLF reported manned aircraft and drone strikes 

across several areas of Oromia from 20 to 23 October, including Minare town, Meta Wolkite 

district, Chobi town, Jeldu district, and in Gindeberet district in West Showa, Nuna Qumba in 

East Wallega and Fantalle district in East Showa. 

In addition to the strikes detailed below, OSG received reports of other drone strikes on 

Wama-Hagalo and Nuna Qumba in East Wallega on 30 October, Nejo in West Wallega on 3 

November, again on Chobi on 14 November, on Amaya in Southwest Showa on 22 

November and on Begi in Qellem Wallega on 26 November.  

In the last week of November, according to Relief Web 7 December 2022, multiple drone 

strikes were conducted in Kombolcha, Guduru district, Horo Guduru zone, and Faji Ejerssa 

kebele, Wara Jarso district, North Showa zone.  

As well as these drone attacks, heavy artillery bombardment on civilian areas was reported at 

Nekemte in East Wallega on 10 November and at Wadessa in Ambo district, West Showa, on 

22 November. 

 

 

https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia?_gl=1%2aykfdrc%2a_ga%2aMTM0ODMxMTI0OC4xNjY5ODg4MjYy%2a_ga_E60ZNX2F68%2aMTY4MDg2NDYzNS4xOC4xLjE2ODA4NjQ2OTEuNC4wLjA.
https://addisstandard.com/news-communities-in-drought-hit-borana-reel-amid-rising-aid-scandal-officials-refute-allegations/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/interactive/2022/ethiopia-tigray-dedebit-drone-strike/
https://newlinesmag.com/reportage/evidence-of-drone-strikes-against-civilian-areas-in-ethiopia/
https://twitter.com/OdaaTarbiiWBO/status/1584319114037690369
https://newlinesmag.com/reportage/evidence-of-drone-strikes-against-civilian-areas-in-ethiopia/
https://addisstandard.com/news-residents-say-drone-strike-killed-dozens-of-civilians-in-west-shewa-oromia-region-olf-ofc-condemn-relentless-airstrikes-across-oromia/
http://oromoliberationfront.org/english/continuous-systematic-and-purposeful-civilian-killings-are-barbaric-and-war-crimes-olf-condemns-the-series-of-air-strike-in-civilian-areas/
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-epo-weekly-26-november-2-december-2022
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22/23 October, Chobi, West Showa 

A public gathering at a school compound in Chobi to celebrate the completion of training of 

OLA recruits was struck on 22 October. A witness told New Lines Magazine that at least 86 

were killed, including women, children and an 80 year-old man. Most were civilians and not 

OLA recruits, according to all reports.  

The following screenshots were taken from a video of dead, dying and injured victims taken 

at the scene and broadcast by Kush Media Network.  

 

 

The three bodies shown left are of small children. 

 

 

 

The above three images of drone components in Chobi were published by New Lines 

Magazine and are believed to be from a Turkish MAM-L laser-guided bomb, fired with a 

target accuracy of under 15 metres. 

Reuters reported on 27 October that 60 were killed on Sunday October 23, according to a 

contact in West Showa. A nearby school, fortunately empty at the time, was hit on 24 

October. 

A small number of victims were named in reports received by OSG. The following were 

among the 86 killed on 22 October. 

From Hofu locality in Chobi: 

Dhidhita, 80 

Shuger Bulto, 70 

Ms Nagase Gamachu, 16 

Calcisa Dajane, 22 

Boja Dhaba, 26 

Ararsa Sanbato, 35 

https://newlinesmag.com/reportage/evidence-of-drone-strikes-against-civilian-areas-in-ethiopia/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/ethiopian-government-accused-deadly-air-strikes-oromiya-region-2022-10-27/?fbclid=IwAR37BXTOA-vlDkzjoOu8rZEL9iFuTD1Gev-C6ow06fDT2EW0we8io_ACL3I
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Bay’ata Hirphasa, 30 

Kumasa Dhaba, 25 

Tujara Dabal, 56 

Ms Qabane Tasfaye, 20 

Bochora Bulto, 46 

Tinisha Ararsa, 20 

Getu Gudata, 49 

Boke Fayisa, 30

From Digo locality in Chobi: 

Boja Soboqa, 20 

Camada Diriba, 30 

Gudata Fufa, 28 

Ms Misire Jalata, 29 

Nagaro Gidisa, 36 

Biranu, 14

From Hidhabu Sandi, Ilfata district: 

Lomitu Jamama, 41, mother of 

Dani’el Girma, 18 

From Qoricha Koticha, Chobi district: 

Gilo Calqaba, 42 

Idosa Ida’e, 55 

Among the list of wounded were 49 from Hofu, 10 from Digo, and 2 from each of Hidhabu 

Sandi and Dire Bareda in Ilfata district. 

2 November, Bila, East Wallega 

In the morning of 2 November, while commuters were going to work and school, the bus 

station in Bila town was struck by weapons launched by drones. A former resident of Bila 

reported to OSG from Canada that a bomb was dropped in the ‘very centre’ of the town on 

market day, 2 November. Students vacating from Ambo university and from local villages 

had gathered in the town to celebrate its liberation from federal government control and the 

graduation of OLA recruits. Almost all of the killed were civilians. Many of the more than 

200 wounded died because no health care was accessible. Those attempting to reach the 

killed and wounded came under fire from drones, which continued to fly over the town. 

The nephew of the OSG correspondent in western Canada told him by telephone that day:  

‘Drone attack! Hundreds have been killed only 200 feet from my store!  I am not 

injured, but all I see right now are bodies, disfigured faces, and dismembered 

heads, legs, and hands scattered everywhere!’ 

A two-minute video shared on social media showing dozens of bodies in the town centre, was 

confirmed by analysis of satellite images by New Lines Magazine on 26 December 

(reproduced below). 

Some of the dozens of bodies are 

visible on the ground (left) and 

features identifying the site in 

Bila are indicated in both 

photographs. 

Civilians who died include the 

69 who are listed below and 

opposite.  Most of their home 

locations are also given: 

Abdii Abaataa Dastaa     Didibbee Tuulii 

Gaaddisaa Kifaluu       Didibbee Tuulii 

Yoseef Eliyaas Caalii      Didibbee Tuulii 

Toomaas Faqqadaa Bulchoo     Didibbee Tuulii 

https://newlinesmag.com/reportage/evidence-of-drone-strikes-against-civilian-areas-in-ethiopia/
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Firoomsaa Booranaa Horataa    Didibbee Tuulii 

Maarqos Haftaamuu Tarfaasaa     Didibbee Tuulii 

Mootii Daawwit Haayilee     Didibbee Tuulii 

Eebbaa Kamisoo Fufaa     Didibbee Tuulii 

Daattaa Tamasgeen Oda     Biilaa town 

Jawaar Ayimad Nagaash     Biilaa town 

Amantii Fayyisaa Bultii   aged 11 Biilaa town 

Galataa (Sichan) Yohaannis Biraanuu   aged 15 Biilaa 01kebele 

Obsaa Zawudee       Boobinee village 

Guutaa Efireem       Boobinee village 

Ayyaanaa Eliyaas       Boobinee village 

Ebbisaa Addaamuu       Boobinee village 

Daannoo Tasfayee       Boobinee village 

Sirriiqaa  Firoomsaa      Boobinee village 

Ayyantuu Soorii       Boobinee village 

Tarikuu Imaanoo       Boobinee village 

Qananii Imaanoo_      Boobinee village 

Guutaa Tsaggaayee       Boobinee village 

Maarqos Tottoobaa Gammachuu     Baabboo congee 

Solomoon Tottoobaa Gammachuu     Baabboo Congee 

Eebbaa Soorii Mirkanaa      Tullu Gurraachaa 

Qananii Amaanu'eel Aagaa   aged 22  Biilaa 01kebele 

Ifaa Adimaasuu Nagaasaa                   aged 23  

Lalisaa Jeetoo    Ambo university student visiting home 

Milkeessaa Tasfaayee Guutamaa        aged 9  Biilaa 01 

Amaanu'eel Taarreqenyi      Lalisaa Boojjii, B.Coqorsaa 

Dabalaa Yohaannis Abdii      Baabboo Congee 

Dinqaa Tsaggaayee Haayilee    Biilaa 02 

Guutamaa Taaddasaa Baqqalaa    Biilaa 02 

Solomoon Margaa Gammachuu    Amumaa Booree 

Ifaa Waaqwayyaa       Biilaa 02   

Badhaasaa Takilee Ittafaa      Didibbee Tuulii 

Tarreessaa Baayisaa Saadaa     Didibbee Tuulii Qotee bulaa 

Waaqtolaa Tiksaa Nagaasaa  aged 11 Didibbee Tuulii   

Eebbaa Qajeelaa Bulaa     Amumaa Booree 

Milkoo Dabalii Jiraa      Amumaa Booree 

Mangistuu Jireenyaa Goofaraa     Amumaa Booree 

Ayyaanee Maatiwoos Kabaa     Biilaa town 

Ifaa Adimaasuu Nagaasaa  university student  Innamaayii Gemer 

Iyyoob Immaanaa Waakkennee     Innamaayii Gemer 

Ayyaantuu Soorii       Boobinee 

Mangashaa Faqqadaa Waaqjiraa     Agaloo 

Abdii Amaanu'eel Ittaanaa           aged 18 Agaloo 

Tigisti Shifarraa       Gomboo Boojjii 

Dassaalenyi Dhibbisaa      Biilaa 01 

Shiimarii Dassaalenyi Dhibbisaa     Biilaa 01 

Qananii Geetaachoo Ayyaanaa   9th Grade student 

Dirribaa Geetaachoo Ayyaanaa        5th Grade student 

Guutamaa Taadasee Baqqalaa      Biilaa 01  

Guutuu Efreem Abdii       Biilaa 01 
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Saamuel Gammachuu Jiraa      Biilaa  01  

Yaadataa Guutaa       Innamaayii Gemer    

Dinqaa Jaallataa Haayilee     Biilaa 02  

Amaanu'eel Waaqtolaa      Biilaa 02  

Dawit Ayyaanaa Toluu      Biilaa 01  

Duulaa Tsagayee       Biilaa 01  

Ilillii Dabalaa               aged 17 Biilaa 01 

Gammachiis Girmaa Biraanuu     Baabboo Congee  

Chuchu Girmaa Biraanuu      Baabboo Congee 

Lammeessaa Waggaarii       Biilaa   

Amanuu Ayyaanaa Sardaa      Darroo 

Matiwoos RaggasaaTamasgeen 

Ermiyaas Abbayyaaa Ayyaanaa  

Mangistuu Jireenyaa Wayyeeessaa 

Ifaa Emmaanaa Wakkennee 

Names of another 80 who were injured were sent by Gadado. Following are pictures of some 

of those injured in the strikes. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 November, Mandi, West Wallega 

An OSG supporter in the UK wrote the following on 13 November, corroborating a BBC 

report on 11 November: 

‘I am writing to you about the sad news of Mandi Massacre (Drone attack), which 

happened last Wednesday (November 9 2022) Lunch time. Any death of human being 

is a tragedy and hurts very much. The Mandi Massacre hurts me very much. It was the 

town where I went to school. I grew up in Olankommi just 10-15 minutes walk from 

Mandi Town Centre. Prior the drone attack on Mandi Town, there was another drone 

attack took place at Olankommi, which killed a few people. 

https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/africa/2022-11-11-air-strike-kills-many-civilians-in-west-ethiopia/
https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/africa/2022-11-11-air-strike-kills-many-civilians-in-west-ethiopia/
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The drone attack on Mandi has caused a lot of casualties, I have attached a list of 

people so far identified and a few photographs of the casualties. But there are a lot 

whose bodies are not yet identified. There are a lot who are injured and require medical 

attention. But unfortunately the situation is very bad, nobody goes out and everything is 

closed. Those who need medical attention cannot/are not able to go to clinic or 

hospital.’ 

 

The attack occurred after OLA fighters had been in 

control of Mandi for several days during which they 

released political prisoners. About 20 civilians died 

instantly and 13 more died later of their injuries. Those 

who died include: 

Tariku Wana (Evangelist) 

Tolera Lijalem (Choir member) 

Melaku Waktol (Choir member) 

Densa Dereje (Evangelist & Choir member) 

Belina Debela (Evangelist) 

Ms Ife Berhanu (Choir member) 

Yonas Obsi (Youth) 

Solomon Mokonin  

Ayale Mardasa 

Gammachiis Hambisaa 

Taarikuu Dabalaa 

Maatiwoos Waaqtol 

Hirphaa Lammii 

Taarikuu Dansaa 

Tadalech Biqila 

Dabaloo Dotii 

Hordofaa --- 

Waaqshumaa --- 

Lijalem Shifara (Youth) 

   Tariku Wana.        Densa Derej        Melaku Waqtol      Lijalem Shifara       Yonas Obsi 
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2 December, Warra Jarso, North Showa, and other sites 

OLLAA reported on 5 December that 80 civilians were killed in a drone strike on Warra 

Jarso on December 2nd, and that airstrikes were carried out in Sassiga, East Wollega zone on 

December 4. Social media reports were also circulated of airstrikes in the Begi, Gidami, and 

Togo districts of West Wallega and Qellem Wallega zones on December 5. 

Among those killed in the drone attack on Warra Jarso (on 3 December according to OLLAA 

on 25 January) were:  

Marge Elemo 

Girma Didha 

Girma Katama 

Abiri Kebede 

Mulugeta Mariso 

Gazu Girma 

Getachew Nuguse 

Baraka Boji 

Ethnic cleansing, executions and other abuses 

Introduction 

As noted by Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International in their report on crimes 

against humanity and ethnic cleansing in Western Tigray on 6 April 2022: 

Although the term ethnic cleansing is not formally defined as a crime under 

international law, it does have a widely understood meaning. Notably, the United 

Nations Commission of Experts, mandated to look into violations of international 

humanitarian law committed in the territory of the former Yugoslavia, defined ethnic 

cleansing as a ‘purposeful policy designed by one ethnic or religious group to remove 

by violent and terror-inspiring means, the civilian population of another ethnic or 

religious group from certain geographic areas.’ 

The US State Department, on 20 March 2023, stated that Amhara Region forces committed 

ethnic cleansing in Western Tigray. 

The ethnic cleansing of Oromo from Wollo, Showa and Wallega zones by Amhara forces is 

commonly justified by claims that these areas are ancestral Amhara lands. This myth is 

propagated by Fano and Amhara Region militias who carry out the attacks and by 

intellectuals and politicians who encourage and support them, such as Berhanu Nega, 

Andargachew Tsige and Eskinder Nega.  

The facts about the expeditions to loot Oromia and capture slaves since 1840 are given by 

Professor Mohammed Hassen Ali in the Journal of Genocide Research. Genocidal Conquest, 

Plunder of Resources and Dehumanization of the Oromo in Ethiopia was published 28 

October 2021. The article, available from OSG, describes the historic presence of Oromo in 

Wollo, Showa and Wallega and their genocidal conquest in the 19th century. 

OSG Report 60, pp.10-12, included information on attacks on Oromo farmers and 

townspeople up to May/June 2022 in Wollo (Oromia Special Zone in Amhara Region), in 

East Wallega and Horo Guduru zones in Wallega, in West, East and North Showa zones, and 

in Benishangul-Gumuz and Gambella Regions.  

In OSG Press Release 16 August 2022, the killing on 4 August of ten civilians by federal and 

Amhara forces in Kobor, Begi district, West Wallega was recorded. More than 11 were 

taken from prison and executed in East Wallega in June/July: another four were killed in 

East Wallega on 4 and 5 August and Habte Biranu was taken from the police station in 

Daduu, Horo Guduru, and shot dead on 5 August. 

Fano and Amhara militia burnt Gumuz homes in Metekel zone, Benishangul-Gumuz Region, 

in July/August 2022. Fano militia, ‘cooperating’ with government forces, attacked a village 

https://ollaa.org/gruesome-attacks-throughout-western-and-central-oromia/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-december-2022/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-december-2022/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/04/06/crimes-against-humanity-and-ethnic-cleansing-ethiopias-western-tigray-zone
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/04/06/crimes-against-humanity-and-ethnic-cleansing-ethiopias-western-tigray-zone
/Users/Trev/Documents/OSG%20Reports/Report%2062/Drafts/Draft%20sections/War%20Crimes,%20Crimes%20Against%20Humanity,%20and%20Ethnic%20Cleansing%20in%20Ethiopia
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14623528.2021.1992925
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14623528.2021.1992925
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-60-.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Press-Release-16-August-2022.pdf
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in Amuru district, Horo Guduru Wallega on 4 August, looting over 100 cattle and 50 sheep 

and driving villagers away. They murdered a heavily-pregnant mother and her three-year 

old child as they fled to the forest. Government soldiers torched over 13 homes in Warra 

Jarso district, North Showa, on 5 August. In that month, schools were occupied by troops sent 

to root out and destroy OLA in all zones of Wallega and Showa and in Guji and Borana 

zones. 

More attacks were reported  (OSG Press Release 8 September) on Agamsa town, Amuru 

district, Horo Guduru Wallega, on 30 August 2022, with over 63 killed (see below – 117 are 

now known to have been killed) and 5000 cattle stolen by Fano militia, and on Bone Abuna 

village in Horo-Buluk district, Horo Guduru, on 3 September with at least 12 killed. OLLAA 

subsequently named 26 who were killed in Bone Abuna. No less than ten previous lethal 

attacks in East Wallega and Horo Guduru were recorded and it was noted that 16 of the 21 

kebeles in Amuru district, Horo Guduru, were by then occupied by Amhara Region and Fano 

forces. 

A meticulously detailed report of the Agamsa massacre was completed in October by 

Agamsa residents and their relatives in response to disinformation from the Amhara 

Association of America. The full report is published on the OSG website – The facts behind 

the Agamsa massacre. In all, 12 (10 Amhara, 2 Oromo) were killed 

by government troops masquerading as OLA on 29 August and 105 

Oromo were killed by heavily-armed Fano and Amhara militia the 

next day or died later from wounds. 62 of those killed were named in 

the report, including 88 year-old Awaqe Jalata and 97 year-old 

Zalalam Temesgen, who was ‘burned in his home’. The Fano and 

Amhara militia arrived with vehicles to take away looted property.  

Civilians were shown fleeing Agamsa after the 30 August attack by 

Fano (right). HRLHA (see p.25) reported that 20,000 fled the town. 

The definitive Agamsa report also named 13 men and women killed 

in Gobu, Amuru district, Horo Guduru, on 24 September. The authors continued: 

‘On October 6, 2022, Fano militia based in Haro Bagin, Kiramu [East Wallega zone], 

crossed to Walli and Luqma kebeles of Amuru district, looted hundreds of livestock 

from farmers, and murdered four individuals who refused to give away their cattle. 

Two brothers, Abara Nugusa and Gutama Nugusa were among those killed during 

the raid. On October 8, 2022, the Fano based in Rigate (a centre of Amhara settlers in 

Amuru district) raided Agamsa. They killed Daniel Asmara [in Qaccallu] and 

forcefully took away dozens of livestock. They continued their attack on October 10 in 

Agamsa, killing two individuals and stealing more cattle.’ 

Further attacks which are recorded below occurred in Wollo (Oromia Special Zone, Amhara 

Region), East Wallega, Horo Guduru, West Wallega, East Showa, North Showa, West 

Showa, East Hararge and Guji zones of Oromia Region, and in Gambella Region. 

Milkessa M. Gemechu, a former Minister in the Oromia Region government fled Ethiopia 

with his family after being directly and personally threatened by Abiy Ahmed. He spoke at 

the mid-year conference of the Oromo Studies Association in Berlin, 18-19 March 2023, 

reporting that 28 kebeles in 3 districts of N Showa of Oromia Region had been incorporated 

into Amhara Region since 1991. Fantalle and Adama are within their sights. The Karrayyu 

Oromo in East Showa have lost 10 kebeles to Amhara Region. Amhara settlers are making 

the Oromo a minority in some places. 

https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Press-Release-8-September-2022.pdf
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-september-2022/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-september-2022/
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/The-facts-behind-the-Agamsa-massacre-30-August-2022.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/The-facts-behind-the-Agamsa-massacre-30-August-2022.pdf
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The OLF, in a press release tweeted by central committee member Bate Urgessa on 8 January 

2023, wrote of a widespread upsurge in violence against Oromo people over the previous few 

days. In East Showa, in Fantalle and Bosat districts, heavy fighting between OLA and 

government forces alongside Amhara militia was in its fifth day, while there was also heavy 

fighting in Guji, a vast invasion of Western Oromia via Metekel zone of Benishangul-Gumuz 

region and campaigns in Salale and Meta areas of North Showa. 

The organisation pleaded for other regions to stop allowing their government regional forces 

to join the onslaught, reporting that 27 civilians were killed in Begi, West Wallega, one 

week previously by forces from Benishangul-Gumuz Region. 

The (pro-Amhara) 

Ethiopia Peace 

Observatory Weekly 

Update for 25-31 March 

2023 carries a map (left) 

showing the location of 

sites of conflict. Amhara 

Region, apart from 

Oromia Special Zone, 

appears clear but Oromia 

Region has numerous 

conflicts marked, 

especially West (Wallega 

zones), Central (Showa 

zones) and South (Guji 

and Borana zones). 

 

Wollo 

OLF-OLA reported on 25 January that Amhara Region forces and Fano militia attacked 

several sites in Jille Dhumuga district in the Oromia Special Zone of Amhara Region on 15 

and 16 January, killing over 76 and wounding at least 52 civilians. The dead include: 

In Makana:  

Hassan Muusaa Hassan  

In Warra Abboo  

Adamee Mohamed Adam Seekoo 

Hamadu Mohamed Alikkoo 

Adamee Mohamed Alikkoo 

Hasan Hammee Mohamed Umaritoo  

Mohamed Aliyyii Anbursaa  

Umar Adamshaa Umar 

Nuuraa Umar Muussee 

Hussen Mahammado 

Abdallaa Jaabir Mohamed  

Umar She Alii Hasan  

Haloo Adee Kuchee  

Xoohaa Umar Mohamed  

Umar Mohamed Abdallaa  

Muhee She Ali       

In Walakkoo: 

Abdallaa Ahimad Ali 

Abdallaa Umar Abdallaa  

Aliyyii Umar Mahammad  

Mohamed Sayid Umar 

Abduu 

Aliyyii Diimaa Arbiyyee  

Abdallaa Hamad 

Hamadu Golee Kumsii 

Mohamed Golee Kumsii     

https://qbo-abo-wbo.org/2023/01/25/ethnic-cleansing-underway-in-wollo-against-oromo-civilians-olf-ola-press-release/
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In Garbii Dirree Galmaa (Saargat):  

She Umar Mohamed Ahimad Jaarraa  

Umar Jamaalee 

Mohamed Ahimad 

Mohamed Abdallaa Qaallichaa  

Umar Muhee Addallee

In Garbii Mudhii Waaccuu: 

Hammee Abbagaar 

Jaafar Ahimad Muussaa 

In Goodaa: 

Mohamed Said  

Mohamed Ahimad  

In Baalcii:  

Arbiyyee Awwaluu  

Hammee Mootii  

In Wasan Qurqur: 

She Aliyyii Hasan 

Hasan Qaalichaa 

Muusaa Muhee Muusaa  

Hasan She Umar 

OLLAA reported on 15 February two other killings in Itu, Jille Dhumuga, on 20 January: 

Arbiye Aliye  

Aliye Umar 

The OLF-OLA report on 25 January stated that attacks were ongoing, which was confirmed 

by Voice of Oromo Liberation radio, Sagalee Bilisummaa Oromoo (SBO), and the Addis 

Standard on 25 January. SBO reported that the following unarmed civilians were killed in 

Wasan Qurqur, Jille Dhumuga district on 22 January, one week after the attacks on 15-16 

January: 

Sayed Mohammed Hussain 

Ali Sayyid Ababo 

Umar Muhee Hassan 

Mohammed Sayed 

Mohammed Qumsi Chamber 

Amadu Qumbsi Chamber 

Muhee Umar Jafar 

Ali Umar Mohammed 

Ali Arbiye Abdullah 

Abdullah Ahmed Ali 

Abdullah Umar Abdullah 

Abdullah Mohammed Ahmed 

Abdu Ahmed Dawwee and 

Sheikh Umar Ali 

Among the wounded were: 

Ali Haji 

Abdullah Ali 

Hassan Mohammed Hassan 

Jawahar Mohammed Red 

Hamadee Umee 

Umar Muhee Ume 

Umaree Ahmed

https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-january-2023/
https://addisstandard.com/analysis-civilians-killed-villages-burnt-in-latest-violence-in-restive-oromo-special-zone-neighboring-north-shewa-zone-in-amhara-region-federal-forces-deployed/
https://addisstandard.com/analysis-civilians-killed-villages-burnt-in-latest-violence-in-restive-oromo-special-zone-neighboring-north-shewa-zone-in-amhara-region-federal-forces-deployed/
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More killings occurred in Jille Dhumuga, Artuma Furse and Sambata districts but SBO did 

not receive their names. 

OLLAA 24 January included a link to an image (left) of 

bodies and burning property in Jille Dhumuga district on or 

about 20 January.  

The OLF reported 24 January that another 16 were killed by 

security forces after showing their ID cards which identified 

them as Oromo when they were stopped near Showa Robit 

when travelling north to Wollo from Finfinnee/Addis Ababa 

on 23 January. 

The Addis Standard were told by residents of Senbete town, 

Jille Dhumuga, that attacks continued from 20 to 22 January 

and were perpetrated by Fano and Amhara Region militia, 

using Amhara Region government vehicles and heavy 

Russian DShk artillery. The violence involved all towns and 

villages in Jille Dhumuga district and spread to North Showa 

in Amhara Region, including Showa Robit, where a curfew 

was announced, and the towns of Ataye and Jawa in Elfiratana Gidim district.  

Residents of Senbete fled to the forest where they were without food for three days before 

speaking to Addis Standard. Hundreds of homes were burnt and destroyed, as shown below 

in photographs received from other sources on 25 January. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Addis Standard article also chronicled previous attacks in 2021, which were reported in 

OSG Report 60 (p.10), in which over 300 were killed, over 1500 homes burnt down and 

358,000 were displaced. At least 18 more died in June/July 2022. 

Previously unrecorded by OSG was an attack in April 2022 by Fano militia on Oromo 

civilians in Kolash, which lies between Showa Robit and Wasan Qurqur, in which 10-12 

were killed (Addis Standard 19 April 2022). 

The image left shows Amhara Region/ 

Fano forces in Wollo, January 2023. 

The OLF reported via social media on 24 

February that heavily armed Amhara 

Region and Fano forces had again attacked 

Wollo Oromo in Jille Dhumuga district, 

killing many civilians and destroying their 

homes and property. The OLF claim that 

the attacks are coordinated by Amhara 

Region officials in Kemise and wrote: 

https://ollaa.org/attack-on-civilians-in-wollo-oromia-special-zone/
https://www.facebook.com/100079078522430/posts/pfbid0257vwLt8XiBeDRPDTFFdeazzP7rBvrqmrMyj23V37kdQMZmeVAgoxMU6NxG2gEHJ4l/?app=fbl
https://addisstandard.com/analysis-civilians-killed-villages-burnt-in-latest-violence-in-restive-oromo-special-zone-neighboring-north-shewa-zone-in-amhara-region-federal-forces-deployed/
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-60-.pdf
https://addisstandard.com/news-analysis-conflict-resurfaces-in-oromo-zone-north-showa-zones-of-amhara-region/
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‘In the past 3 days more than 65 farmers . . . have been killed in their areas. 

Yesterday, February 23 2023, 39 unknown people have been killed by these Amhara 

regional government militants. Many have been shot and wounded and thousands have 

been displaced. Many houses . . . have been burnt down along with their properties. 

16 people have been killed in a place called Kare-Jejeba around Shewa Robit on 

February 23. The war is now spreading to villages and towns in Jille-Dhumuga district. 

In the war that took place in Wasan Qurqur, Kolash, Alala Drich, Kunde, Wache, 

Balchi, Woleko and Goda kebeles as well as Ataye and Senbete cities many people 

were killed and injured. In addition to this, more than a hundred people were wounded 

in the war and it caused the destruction of the people's houses and properties. Health 

institutions are under the control of the Amhara region government and the injured 

people are dying of no medical treatment.’ 

Finfinnee/Addis Ababa 

Killings 

Addis Standard 13 October carried one of several reports of the 

shooting to death of Moibon Bekele, a central committee member 

of the OLF, on 12 October 2022. He was killed near his home in 

the Burayu subdistrict of the capital. An outspoken advocate of 

Oromo rights, he had written and spoken publicly on ONN. From 

Neklemte, East Wallega, Moibon was detained for long periods by 

the EPRDF regime after being expelled from Jimma university for 

being involved in student protests. He was detained while 

attending Rift Valley University in Nekemte and held in 

Maikelawi and Kilinto prisons. 

 

OLLAA reported the killing by pro-government forces of Tefera 

Gamda, Alemgena, Sabata, Finfinnee/Addis Ababa, on 11 

September. 

Detention 

Addis Standard 11 October reported the abduction of prominent 

anthropologist and development practitioner, Alemayehu Diro 

(above right) from his home in the Burayu district of the capital 

on 29 September 2022. He worked for as a program director for 

HUNDEE, a grassroots development body, for 14 years among 

many other pursuits.   

Gadado reported on 24 January the severe beating and detention 

of singer Caala Bultume (right) the previous day. He was held 

with another Oromo singer, Alemayehu Kebede, at Adey Ababa 

Police Station in Finfinne/Addis Ababa.  

East Showa 

Killings 

Addis Standard 19 October 2022 reported continuing killing and other abuses of Karrayyu 

Oromo in East Showa after the butchery of 14 and the torturing to death of another Karrayyu 

Gadaa leader in December 2021 (see OSG Report 59, pp.15-18). Bulga Boru and three 

https://addisstandard.com/news-member-of-the-olf-central-committee-author-moibon-bekele-shot-dead-in-addis-abeba/
https://twitter.com/tbayissa/status/1580946437168566272?t=G7NPOkTZGJCWJTyCxGQF1g&s=03
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-september-2022/
https://addisstandard.com/news-prominent-oromo-scholar-alemayehu-diro-under-police-custody-for-more-than-ten-days-denied-right-to-appear-before-court/
https://addisstandard.com/news-government-security-forces-kill-member-of-karrayyu-gadaa-leaders-abduct-five-others-in-east-shewa-zone-of-oromia/?fbclid=IwAR14r3A8A-ALVERqf5TpgJ7zqul3wI-M8X9Sy3T5yrzWTu05rS4_-1vAGtk
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-59.pdf
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others, an elderly woman, a man in his 50s and a 15 year-old student, were shot dead, 

publicly and ‘in broad daylight’ on 26 April 2022, by Oromia Region government forces. 

Previously unrecorded by OSG, Addis Standard 17 August reported that eight were killed in 

Hadhecha village, Bosat district, East Showa, on 14 August by Fano militants from Amhara 

Region, when they opened fire on Karrayyu herders. They committed ‘horrible acts against 

the bodies’ residents of Bosat said.  

One resident told Addis Standard: 

‘There is already conflict over land expansion. Yet, in our district, there is land that has 

not been ploughed due to the fighting. They are also displacing our people in various 

places and farming on their land. . . . [In] Bosat district, there are special places like 

Siqqu, Koyiso, Qella, Andode, Gerbe Adi, Senae, Mattala, Qersa Abba Bune which are 

occupied by these forces called ‘Fano’. They also occupy the area called ‘Acharran’ in 

Hadhecha village.’  

He continued ‘Our community has nothing to defend itself with’ after the government 

disarmed them and took away its weapons. ‘We cannot go to our fields and plough, we 

cannot herd the livestock. The situation is difficult. Not only in Bosat district but also in 

Fantalle.’  

‘This is not the first time such an attack has happened. Many times they have crossed 

the border and opened fire on us and killed farmers. Their aim is border expansion, 

plunder of pasture land, and plunder of livestock. Recently, as they have done before, . . 

. ‘Fano’ came in vehicles, crossing our border before attacking civilians. We are tired 

of screaming all the time, but now we have nothing to say.’ 

The article also referred to an earlier report, again previously unrecorded by OSG, by Addis 

Standard on 31 March 2022 of the killing of 26 Oromo local militia stationed at Qorke in 

Fantalle district. They were killed by heavily armed Fano militia crossing from Amhara 

Region. The small town of Qorke is 15 km from Metahara, on the Ethio-Djibouti railway, 

which was closed for 24 hrs after the incident. 

Karrayyu Gadaa leader Boru Roba (left) was shot 

dead by Oromia Region government forces on 15 

October in Fantalle district (Addis Standard). On the 

same day, his sister and brother and two others were 

abducted and taken away to a military camp in 

Gidara village. Boru Roba was taken from his home 

in Bomissa, Tututi village, made to lie down on the 

ground and shot in the head, ‘in public view’. 

Businesses were closed and travel restricted for at least three days during a crackdown 

following OLA activity in the area. Government soldiers were attacking civilians in Gidara, 

Tututi and Toro Bedeno villages, forcing many to flee to the bush. Houses were looted and 

burned, cattle confiscated and women and elderly people were beaten. Two unarmed men 

were killed in Gidara village. 

OLLAA reported 5 December that Amhara militia killed an unknown number of civilians and 

burned down their homes in Bosat town, East Showa, at the end of November or beginning of 

December. 

Killings in November were reported by OLLAA to have occurred in Ciratti, Bosat district: 

Roba Nagawo 

Badhaso Jilo 

Fantalle Bayana 

https://addisstandard.com/news-at-least-seven-casualties-reported-in-bosat-district-residents-blame-fano-militants/#:~:text=for%3A%20Search%20Button-,News%3A%20At%20least%20seven%20casualties%20reported%20in%20Bosat,%3B%20residents%20blame%20'Fano%20militants'&text=Addis%20Ababa%20%E2%80%93%20Residents%20and%20local,groups%20from%20the%20Amhara%20region%E2%80%9D.
https://addisstandard.com/news-amhara-oromo-states-scramble-with-conflicting-accounts-after-armed-men-gunned-down-26-oromia-militiamen-police/
https://addisstandard.com/news-amhara-oromo-states-scramble-with-conflicting-accounts-after-armed-men-gunned-down-26-oromia-militiamen-police/
https://addisstandard.com/news-government-security-forces-kill-member-of-karrayyu-gadaa-leaders-abduct-five-others-in-east-shewa-zone-of-oromia/
https://ollaa.org/gruesome-attacks-throughout-western-and-central-oromia/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-november-2022/#:~:text=OLLAA's%20staff%20has%20also%20been,Gadisaa%20Kifalu
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Waqo Boru on 15 November, and 

Dhadacha (father’s name not known) on 17 November

Later, OLLAA reported the following were killed in Fantalle, East Showa, by Afar regional 

militia on 25 December 2022: 

Boru Dhadacho 

Abdal Bulu 

Mohamed Wako 

Ibrahim Boru  

Killings in February 2023 reported by OLLAA: 

Tufa Bissa, Goda Dera, Bosat district, 2 February 

Yami Mamo, Goda Dera, Bosat district, 3 February 

Hawaso Oda, Wachu, Liban Chuka, 3 February. 

On 24 March 2023, Dhugo Nura Bariso (left), was publicly 

executed in Bole town, Bosat district, East Showa, according to an 

OSG researcher based in Maryland, USA. He had bachelor’s and 

master’s degrees from Adama University and had returned home 

for his mother’s funeral when he was taken to the ENDF camp in 

Fantalle and publicly executed. His relatives were not allowed his 

body.  

On the same day, government security forces raided the seat of 

Gadaa at Karra in the Fantalle district where ‘innocent pastoralists 

were severely beaten, robbed, disarmed and imprisoned. Some 

were severely injured and in a critical 

condition. Gobu Hawile died from 

injuries on 27 March’ the Union of Oromo Communities in Canada 

reported on 28 March. Both that report and the Addis Standard 1 

April report also mentioned the killing by Amhara forces of Hawas 

Mato Bora on 12 March. His son was also critically injured in the 

same attack. Gobu Hawile was the successor to the Abaa Gadaa 

killed with 14 other Gadaa leaders in the Karrayyu Gadaa massacre 

on 1 December 2021 (see OSG Report 59, p.15 for links). Elder, 

Boru Jille, was also critically injured according to the Addis 

Standard.  

Detention 

Abarra Hambisa, 62 year-old author (right), was detained without 

charge in Dukam, East Showa, on 18 January. 

His family report that he is non-political. Gadado reported 22 

January that he was targeted because he is from Wallega and stands 

out because of his accent.  

North Showa 

OLLAA’s 25 November report included killings in October 2022: 

Buta Lamu, Gumbichu, Wuchale, North Showa, 17 October 

Daraje Nuguse, Tulu Milki, Warra Jarso, North Showa, 30 October 

Overleaf is a screenshot taken from a video clip of homes torched between 5 and 7 August in 

Warra Jarso district, North Showa. It was relayed via OSG’s representative in Belgium and 

shows at least six structures razed to the ground.  

https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-december-2022/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-february-2023/
https://uoccanada.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/PressReleaseKarrayyuu2023.pdf
https://uoccanada.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/PressReleaseKarrayyuu2023.pdf
https://addisstandard.com/news-as-violence-in-fentalle-persists-another-karayyu-gadaa-leader-died-after-heavily-beaten-by-govt-security-forces-residents/
https://addisstandard.com/news-as-violence-in-fentalle-persists-another-karayyu-gadaa-leader-died-after-heavily-beaten-by-govt-security-forces-residents/
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-59.pdf
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-october-2022/
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A hall used by elders to celebrate the traditional 

Oromo monotheist Waqefata religion in Garba 

Guracha, a town in Kuyu district, North Showa, was 

burned down on 24 January 2023 by ‘government 

and local militia’. Photographs of the burnt-out ruin 

were published on Facebook and are reproduced 

below. The assembly hall was on private land bought 

from the town administration many years ago. Worshippers were made to surrender their 

identity cards recently. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Showa 

An OSG member in Belgium relayed information about an unspecified number of killings 

by government forces in Ifata district between 5 and 7 August 2022. Kuru Isgisa was killed 

‘cold bloodedly’ in Goso Mikael village. The homes and belongings of the following were 

burned and destroyed:

Mosisa Gudisa 

Lishu Mosisa 

Dajane Magarsa 

Alamu Magarsa 

Tadasa Chalchisa 

Gutama Mirkana 

Gudata Lamesa 

Lama Gudata 

Daraje Awash 

Salamon Nuguse 

Boja Fufa 

OLLAA reported the following killings in September by pro-government forces: 

Ajema Gada, Meti town, West Showa, 9 September 

Jifara Bulcha, Ilfeta, West Showa, 21 September 

Biranu Tumsa, Ejere town, West Showa, 22 September 

OLLAA’s 25 November report included these killings in October 2022: 

Jalata Baqala, Dire Qabana, Chobi, West Showa, 1 October 

Boja and Chalchisa Fufa, Goso Mikael, Ilfata, West Showa, 7 October 

Dheresa Gonfa and Jote Abbalafa, Gojjo, Jeldu, West Showa, 15 October 

Chali Tashoma, Ambo, West Showa, 24 October 

Diriba Caala, Sarixi Danqu, Jeldu, West Showa, 30 October 

https://www.facebook.com/100078782851123/posts/186825707286857/?flite=scwspnss
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-september-2022/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-october-2022/
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Killings in November reported by OLLAA: 

In Xule, Ambo, West Showa, on 22 November: 

Ararsa Lama 

Abushe Qasa 

Sintayo Nagara 

Killing in January 2023: 

Boke Garamu at Qoricha Koticha, Chobi district, West Showa on 

12 January 

Killings in February 2023: 

Gabre Balcha, Guduru, Gindeberet, West Showa, 1 February 

Gudata Kebede, Sinan Iaku, Ilfeta, West Showa, 2 February 

Bayisa Gonfa, Qarsa, Mugayo, West Showa, 20 February 

Warkina Beka Galera (above right) was taken from his home in Ambo district, West 

Showa, and shot; summarily executed by Oromia Special Forces ‘in front of casual 

witnesses’ on 25 March. He was a highly respected family man (reported by local sources to 

OSG member, Maryland, USA). 

Arsi 

OLLAA’s report of Killings in January 2023 included the following three men murdered at 

Jaju police station, Arsi, on 24 January: 

Ali Haji Galata 

Abishu Ida’o 

Gurmu (father’s name not known) 

Hararge 

OLLAA reported the killing by government security forces of Ahmed Sani in Ittis Roro, 

Mi’esso district, West Hararge, on 22 September.  

On 25 November, OLLAA reported the killing on October 25 of: 

Abdo Mohamed 

Ali Xayib and 

Mohamed Aliyi in Qimixa, Mi’esso, West Hararge. 

OLLAA reported on 30 December the killing by government security forces of Mustefa 

Ayub in Bedeno, East Hararge, on 25 November. 

OLF-OLA reported on 25 January Jarso and Chinaksan, East Hararge, were among recent, 

organised attacks against civilians in several sites in Oromia Region. 

OLLAA reported on 15 February the killing by local government militia on 7 January of 

Ramadan Huseen, in Awaday, East Hararge and the killing by pro-government forces of 

Mamad Umar in Dire Oda, Mi’esso, West Hararge, on 31 January.  

The OLLA report on extra-judicial killings in February included the killing by government 

security forces of Ibrahim Hassen in Chafe Suki, Chiro, West Hararge, on 3 February. 

Somali Region 

On 26 October EEPA relayed a report that a member of the Somali region parliament and 

central committee of the ruling Prosperity Party, Juweria Subcis, was shot dead by federal 

police inside the airport in Jigjiga, the region’s capital. Protests broke out after the killing. 

https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-november-2022/#:~:text=OLLAA's%20staff%20has%20also%20been,Gadisaa%20Kifalu
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-january-2023/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-february-2023/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-january-2023/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-september-2022/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-october-2022/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-november-2022/#:~:text=OLLAA's%20staff%20has%20also%20been,Gadisaa%20Kifalu
https://qbo-abo-wbo.org/2023/01/25/ethnic-cleansing-underway-in-wollo-against-oromo-civilians-olf-ola-press-release/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-january-2023/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-february-2023/
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EEPA reported on 29 March that three people were killed and six severely injured by ENDF 

forces after they fired into a crowd of protesters on 29 March in the Ayisha district, Sitti 

Zone, Somali region. The protesters were demonstrating against the perceived ENDF support 

to Afar security forces in the border disputes between the Somali and Afar regions. 

East Wallega and Horo Guduru 

Addis Standard 6 September reported over 20,000 had fled to Obora following the Agamsa 

massacre on 30/31 August (see p.15), in Amuru district, Horo Guduru. The magazine quoted 

the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission: 

‘militants who gathered from the Amuru woreda and Haro Addis Alem Kebele as well 

as from Bure Woreda in the neighboring Amhara region attacked Oromo community 

members in Amuru woreda in Agemsa, Jog Migir, Tam Ilamu, Jebo Doban, Tombe 

Danegabe, Jawaj, Gnare, Lege Micha, Lukquma, and Wale kebeles on 30 and 31 

August’ with the loss of over 60 lives in these incidents alone.  

A resident reported ‘The militants stole over 5000 cattle. We have nothing to say, the shops, 

and even furniture was not spared, they [militants] loaded it onto their cars and left.’ 

In a press release on 2 September, OLF-OLA High Command wrote ‘In Amuru district, 16 of 

its 21 kebeles have been under their [Amhara forces] occupation with the full approval of the 

regime. These forces are trained in the Birsheleko Military Training Camp found near Bure, a 

mere 50 km from the site of this massacre as part of an initiative overseen by Deputy Prime 

Minister Demeke Mekonnen.’ 

OLLAA recorded (28 October) the killing by Amhara forces of Iyasu Biqila, Qoqofe, 

Kiramu district, East Wollega, on 3 September. 

Human Rights League of the Horn of Africa (HRLHA) reported on 29 September 2022 that 

indiscriminate attacks on civilians in Jardega-Jarte, Abe-Dongoro, Horo-Buluk and Amuru 

districts of Horo Guduru zone had continued throughout September, with numerous deaths, 

burning of homes and the looting of cattle.  

In attacks on several villages in Jardega-Jarte district beginning on 22 September, HRLHA 

recorded 110 killings and the theft of thousands of cattle. Most of those killed were women, 

children, elderly or otherwise vulnerable people. Thousands fled to Alibo, Obora and Shambo 

towns.  

OLF-OLA wrote on 26 September that since 22 September:  

‘In a well-coordinated military onslaught, they slaughtered more than 100 civilians in 

Jardaga Jarte and Amuru Districts at places called Kiltu Cheka, Haroo Waloo, Tombee, 

Dangab, Haro Gudina and Darge Koticha. The same atrocities are ruthlessly conducted 

in Amuru District at specific places such as Agamsa Town, Migir, Sammoo,Waasitti, 

Luma’a, Jawaja, Jaboo Doobban, Chidhatti, Gobuu, Nyaaree, Makkannoo, Shookee 

and Damgaab Siiddan. In Kiramu District similar atrocities took place at Haro.’   

OLLAA subsequently named 16 of those killed on 24 September in Haro Gudina in Amuru 

district: 

Marga Ragasa 

Birqu gero 

Tafara Bokore 

Fayisa Goboto 

Lamesa Nuguse 

Takala Namara 

Wirtu Nagasa 

Dhinsa Sori 

Tariku Siyum 

Mamo Yihune 

Tuli Odisa 

Maritu Bayana 

Bayisa Olani 

Sintayo Mamo 

Lule and Tuga Tola 

https://addisstandard.com/news-rights-commission-says-militants-from-local-neighboring-amhara-region-responsible-for-recent-massacre-of-more-than-60-in-oromia/
https://qbo-abo-wbo.org/2022/09/02/regarding-the-agamsa-massacre-committed-by-fano-olf-ola-press-release/#:~:text=Qeerroo%20Bilisummaa%20Oromoo-,Regarding%20the%20Agamsa%20Massacre%20Committed,(OLF%2DOLA%20Press%20Release)&text=On%20August%2030th%2C%202022%2C%20Fano,several%20towns%20in%20this%20area.
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-september-2022/
https://www.humanrightsleague.org/?p=17104
https://oromoliberationfront.org/english/civilian-killings-cannot-warrant-victory-olf-statement-on-civilian-killings/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-september-2022/
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On 28 September, OLLAA corroborated the HRLHA report of over 100 deaths and the 

displacement of thousands after interviewing Horo Guduru residents. The attacks lasted until 

at least 26 September and were carried out by Fano, Amhara Region militia and government 

forces. 

Another five were killed when 300 cattle were taken by a Fano brigade from Amuru district, 

Horo Guduru, on 7 October (HRLHA).  

Addis Standard 22 October reported that at least 30 villagers, including a woman and a 75 

year-old man, were killed in attacks on four villages in Kiramu district, East Wallega, on 15 

October. Many more were injured; cattle were looted and over 50 homes in Gudina Jiregna, 

Cheffe Soruma, Burka Soruma and Nachino villages were burned down. The Fano militants 

who carried out the killings were ‘organised in the name of the Amhara community’ in East 

Wallega and Horo Guduru zones, and used ‘illegal and unauthorised weapons’. 

A resident who fled Gudina Jiregna told Addis Standard ‘Early in the morning, without 

anyone knowing, they went around the village and started shooting. There was no way out 

and many people were killed there, and some people fled.’ He said the attackers ‘grew up 

among us and speak our language. They know the village, they went there [to the Amhara 

Region] and get trained and came back fully armed.’ The reason for the attack was to 

‘displace people from their land’.  

Government security forces were complicit in the attacks and remained in Nekemte city. One 

resident in Nekemte said ‘I lost my 85-year-old father, Abdenna Duressa. Those who could 

have fled, but my father could not escape. He was shot dead while sitting at the door. Six 

people from the village, including him, were killed. They killed many elders who could not 

escape. . . . Our people died while the government security forces were in the city.’ 

On 25 November, OLLAA reported the following killings in October: 

Elias Degefa, Jimma Horo, Nunnu, Qellem Wallega, 19 October 

Masi Amsalu, Shambu town, Horo Guduru, 23 October 

OLA forces entered Nekemte, the capital city of East Wallega, on 6 November, attacked 

ENDF forces encamped at the Kumsa Maroda palace/museum and released over 120 political 

prisoners there and in kebele 05 prison. According to an Addis Standard report on 9 

November, civilians were killed in fighting before ENDF regained control of the city, in 

which aerial attacks were used. More were killed when those forces conducted house-to-

house searches and executed those they suspected of aiding the OLA fighters.  

OLLAA reported on 30 December that Dereje Yadata was killed by Fano militants in 

Shambu, Horo Guduru, on 1 November, and that 14 members of the Mulatu Gela Evangelical 

Church in Sorga, Nekemte, were killed when Fano militants fired on the congregation on 6 

November. OLLAA named those killed: 

Kasahun Tilahun 

Misganu Areru 

Desalegn Warkina 

Imbule Bilida 

Getachew Abera 

Bedilu Tamiru 

Dawit Fikiru 

Yohanis Getahun 

Jirenya Yemane 

Admasu Tesfaye  

Abdi Mesfin  

Dereje Beyene  

Melkamu Gebisa 

Abiraham Kamiso

https://ollaa.org/attacks-on-civilians-in-horo-guduru-wollega/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=attacks-on-civilians-in-horo-guduru-wollega#:~:text=Falls%20Church%2C%20Virginia%20(09%2F,and%20the%20displacement%20of%2020%2C000.
https://addisstandard.com/news-at-least-30-people-killed-in-an-attacks-blamed-on-fano-militants-in-east-wollega-zone-of-oromia-region-local-official-2/?fbclid=IwAR1V2YTRi9N0jbdF5UHY6tGA4BXPoYZ7xvMWewjwZVbLTScnHCXORtyDvRg
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-october-2022/
https://addisstandard.com/news-civilians-killed-following-intense-fighting-between-rebel-group-government-forces-in-nekemte-western-oromia-region/
https://addisstandard.com/news-civilians-killed-following-intense-fighting-between-rebel-group-government-forces-in-nekemte-western-oromia-region/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-november-2022/#:~:text=OLLAA's%20staff%20has%20also%20been,Gadisaa%20Kifalu
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Addis Standard 16 November wrote that Oromo singer Damiso 

Mossisa was reported by a member of the Oromia police to have 

been killed in prison. He was detained in Nekemte in June 2021 

and after time in a military camp in Arjo Dhidheessaa was taken to 

the Kumsa Maroda place/museum in Nekemte, where he was 

believed to have been killed 3-4 months before the other prisoners 

were freed by OLA fighters on 6 November 2022. His songs 

concerned Oromo resistance to oppression.  

OLLAA reported on 30 December the following killings in November: 

Dereje Yadata, Shambu, Horo Guduru, 1 November 

Fenet and Eyob Almayo, Nekemte, East Wallega, 27 November  

Relief Web 7 December 2022 reported the killing by Amhara forces of at least 11 in Kiramu 

district, East Wallega, on 29 November, including a Kiramu District Court judge. OLLAA 

wrote that the entire population of 19 villages in Kiramu district was displaced after attacks 

on 25 and 29 November. More civilians were also killed in Agamsa town on 29 November. 

Addis Standard 3 December corroborated the attacks in 

Kiramu on 25 and 29 November. The murdered District 

Court Judge, Damtew Kefyalew Gemeda (right) was one 

of those killed on the second attack. Capitano Fekadu, an 

official in the land administration office of Kiramu district, 

was killed on 25 November with ‘several others’ including 

members of the Oromia Police Force. His wife and child had 

moved elsewhere because of insecurity in Kiramu. 

One former resident, now an IDP in Gida, told Addis 

Standard that Fano militants ‘armed with heavy weapons’ 

attacked on Friday 25 and Tuesday 29 November. Their initial attack was provoked by 

Oromia Police arresting some armed Fano members. ‘They shot not only at the police but 

also at the civilians.’ The informant estimated over 50 deaths on 25 November and 20 more 

later. 

He said ‘They shot at Oromia Police and managed to release some of their militants who had 

been arrested by the Oromia Police last week. On Tuesday, they opened fire and killed many 

people in an attempt to free the rest. They had information that many people had escaped by 

hiding in their homes during last week’s attack, so they went from house to house and opened 

fire on us. Many people, including the judge, were killed in their own homes.’ 

Addis Standard wrote ‘Recently, militants from the Amhara region and those who have been 

living in Haro village in East Wollega zone for a long time have been accused by residents 

and officials of attacking civilians.’ 

In a follow-up item on 6 December Addis Standard reported that 350,000 were displaced – 

the whole population of Kiramu district – following the attacks on 25 and 29 November. 

OLLAA reported 5 December that Fano and ‘allied forces’ extrajudicially executed 20 

civilians in Hanger Gutin, East Wollega zone, on December 4. 

https://addisstandard.com/news-up-and-coming-oromo-singer-goes-missing-from-police-custody-family-accuses-oromia-region-police-of-extrajudicial-killing/#:~:text=Addis%20Abeba%20%E2%80%93%20Oromo%20singer%20Damiso,that%20the%20singer%20was%20killed.
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-november-2022/#:~:text=OLLAA's%20staff%20has%20also%20been,Gadisaa%20Kifalu
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-epo-weekly-26-november-2-december-2022
https://ollaa.org/gruesome-attacks-throughout-western-and-central-oromia/
https://ollaa.org/gruesome-attacks-throughout-western-and-central-oromia/
https://addisstandard.com/news-district-court-judge-dozens-of-civilians-killed-entire-residents-of-a-district-displaced-in-attacks-blamed-on-fano-militants-in-east-wollega/
https://addisstandard.com/news-protests-erupt-across-oromia-after-latest-violence-in-east-wollega-olf-calls-on-oromos-to-defend-themselves/
https://ollaa.org/gruesome-attacks-throughout-western-and-central-oromia/
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Tsegaye Ararsa, intellectual and activist in Australia, tweeted these photographs of the 

wreckage of houses in Horo Guduru, burnt down by Fano ‘23 November’. 

 

According to Addis Standard 13 February 2023 the two attacks by Fano militia on villages in 

Kiramu district on 25 and 29 November left ‘dozens dead’ and caused the displacement of 

the ‘entire residents of the district’. Unknown numbers of civilians were killed and displaced 

in further fighting on 3 and 4 December. 

On 3 December, OFC politician Jawar 

Mohammed tweeted that in the previous 48 hours 

at least 350 people were killed and over 400,000 

were displaced in Kiramu district and also in 

Kombolcha and Gabate districts in Horo Guduru, 

Kuyu in West Showa and Warra Jarso district, 

North Showa. People displaced from Kiramu were 

photographed on 4 December (left). 

On 12 December, the Human Rights League of the Horn of Africa reported that the attacks in 

Kiramu district continued into December and that 244, mainly women and children, had 

been killed and over 500 homes burned down. 

HRLHA claimed that over 400,000 have fled to 

the adjacent district of Gida-Ayana where they 

were described as being in the open air without 

food or shelter. Road closures and a 

communication blackout prevented the displaced 

receiving assistance. The screenshot right is taken 

from a video clip received by OSG on 10 

December. It shows 300 or more displaced at the 

Gida-Ayana district TVT school compound (see also p.7). 

OLLAA reported the following killings by Fano militia in December 2022. 

December 3, at Gutin, Anger Gute, East Wollega: 

Daraje Fayisa 

Bikila Kalbesa  

Addisu Biranu  

Dhinsa Galata  

December 20, at Konnoji, Gida Ayana district, East Wallega: 

Nugusa Hirko 

Yashi Gammachu 

Jammara Wirtu 

Mangistu Ragasa 

Tasmasgu Ayana 

Idosa Takata 

Mokonen Gudata

https://addisstandard.com/analysis-victims-of-violence-in-east-wollega-endure-dire-situations-hesitant-to-return-home-citing-lingering-insecurity-despite-officials-urge-otherwise/
file://///users/Trev/Documents/OSG%20Reports/Report%2062/Jawar%20Mohammed%20on%20Twitter_%20_We%20continue%20to%20hear%20the%20sickening%20death%20and%20destruction%20in%20Oromia.%20At%20least%20350%20people%20killed%20and%20over%20400,000%20displaced%20just%20in%20the%20last%2048%20hours%20in%20Kiramu%20(%20East%20Walaga),%20Kombolcha%20&amp;%20Gabate%20(%20Horo%20Guduru)%20,%20and%20Kuyu%20.html
https://www.humanrightsleague.org/?p=17118
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-december-2022/
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On 24 December, OMN reported that 5 schoolteachers were kidnapped in Amuru district, 

Horo Guduru and that there were ‘huge displacements’ of people. 

Addis Standard 13 February 2023 

was told by the administrator of Gida 

Ayana district, East Wallega, that 

35,000 IDPs remained in Gida town; 

22,000 who had fled from Kiramu 

district and 13,000 from villages in 

Gida Ayana. They were frightened to 

return to their destroyed homes 

because of continuing security 

concerns and were living without 

shelter and with minimal assistance 

in Gida town (see left). 

On 15 February, Addis Standard carried a report by the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission 

(EHRC) claiming that 50 IDPs were killed by OLA forces in Anno town, Gobu Seyu district, 

East Wollega, between 2 and 4 February. OLA spokesman Oda Tarbie described the attack as 

being on a Fano training facility. The EHRC reported that pro-government officials, town 

police and kebele militia were killed as well as innocent civilians. Eight Oromo youths in 

the town were killed after OLA forces withdrew, according to the EHRC. It is not known 

whether Chalu Mamula (see following paragraph) was one of these eight youths. 

The following extra-judicial killings by government forces in February were reported by 

OLLAA: 

Chala Mamula, Anno, Gobu Sayu, East Wallega, 2 February 

Kalil Esa, Babo Gambel, East Wallega, 4 February 

Gamachu Mutiku and 

Diriba Tamiru, Hara, Jimma Arjo, East Wallega, 13 February 

On March 20 2023, five prisoners were taken from prison in Bilo Jire, Gudaya Bila district, 

East Wallega, where they had been detained for over one month, and summarily executed. 

Their bodies were thrown into farmland ditches. OSG’s informant in Maryland, USA, was 

given their names: 

Sicaalaa Oljirraa Jaaluu 

Tashaalee Soorii  Jaaluu  

Tilahuun kabbadaa 

Dhaabaa Guddinaa 

Dinquu Magarsaa 

 

On March 23 ENDF soldiers took Biranu 

Amsalu (far left) and Tadele Miresa (near left) 

from their homes in Bila, East Wallega, and 

summarily executed them in public, leaving 

their bodies on the street (local sources via OSG 

reporter in Mayland, USA). 

  

West Wallega 

OLLAA recorded (28 October) the killing by pro-government forces of 

Biqila Benya, Inimayi, Boji Cokorsa, West Wallega, 4 September. 

On October 19, 2022, in a small town called Tsige, Sasigga district, West Wollega, Amhara  

https://addisstandard.com/analysis-victims-of-violence-in-east-wollega-endure-dire-situations-hesitant-to-return-home-citing-lingering-insecurity-despite-officials-urge-otherwise/
https://addisstandard.com/news-at-least-50-killed-on-idps-in-east-wollega-attack-blamed-on-oromo-rebels-eight-more-killed-by-federal-forces-accused-of-links-with-rebels-rights-commission/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-february-2023/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-february-2023/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-september-2022/
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militia, supported by ‘Federal Forces’ killed nine civilians and wounded three others (OLF 

statement 24 October).  

OLLAA reported the following killings in December 2022: 

Dabali Abaya, Lalo Assabi district, West Wallega, 25 December 

Qajela Gobena 

Aragash Birasa and 

Romane Tamasgen, near the border with Benishangiul-Gumuz region, Mana Sibu, West 

Wollega 26 December. 

Local informants told OSG’s reporter based in Maryland, USA, of the killing by ENDF 

soldiers of 67 women in Buri, near Gidami, West Wallega on 26 December. After heavy 

losses in a military engagement with OLA, the ENDF went to Oromo villages and finding no 

men, they killed the women. 

OLLAA reported on 15 February that the following were killed by pro-government forces: 

5 January at Ya’a Marsa, Begi district, West Wallega: 

Jibiri Jamal 

Abdalla Jamal 

Mamad Zeen 

Abdalla Hasan 

Kalif Adam 

Xeybu Adfam 

Mamad Kadir 

Jafar Ramatala 

Mamad Sulma 

11 January at Giba Gulaso, Begi, West Wallega; 

Kalia Hasan 

17 January at Aroji Sardo, Lalo Asebi, West Wallega: 

Dawit Belay 

The killing of Hasan Dhede, Qondala, Kamise, West Wallega, on 23 February was reported 

by OLLAA. 

Illubabor 

OLLAA recorded (28 October) the killing by pro-government forces of  

Talila Girma Badhane, Ture, Dabo Hana, Buna Bedele, Illubabor, 23 September 

OLLAA reported that the following were killed on 26 December 2022 in Darimu, Illubabor:  

Baacaa Dassaaleny 

Fu’aad Mohaamed 

Ahimediin Mahaamad  

OLLAA reported on 15 February the killing of Daraje Girma at Beena 3, Darimu, Illubabor. 

Gambella Region 

OSG Report 60 (p.6) included a description of the killing of 17 young Oromo in Gambella 

city on 14 June 2022 following a combined action by OLA and Gambella Liberation Front 

forces on a city weapons depot the previous day. The youngsters were rounded up in house-to 

house searches and selected for execution if they spoke afaan Oromoo, the Oromo language. 

Information from Gambella has been sent to OSG via a member in Maryland, USA.  

It is now apparent that at least 50 civilians were killed individually and in mass extrajudicial 

executions by regional security forces between June 14 and June 16.  Residents witnessed at 

http://oromoliberationfront.org/english/continuous-systematic-and-purposeful-civilian-killings-are-barbaric-and-war-crimes-olf-condemns-the-series-of-air-strike-in-civilian-areas/
http://oromoliberationfront.org/english/continuous-systematic-and-purposeful-civilian-killings-are-barbaric-and-war-crimes-olf-condemns-the-series-of-air-strike-in-civilian-areas/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-december-2022/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-january-2023/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-february-2023/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-february-2023/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-september-2022/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-december-2022/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-january-2023/
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-60-.pdf
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least 4 trucks full of bodies being taken to a mass burial site, and claim that hundreds, not 

scores, of civilians were killed.  

There were at least 15 bodies in one video clip (two screenshots below). The bodies are of 

Oromo who ran for protection to a police station in Gambella. Instead of protecting them, an 

Anuak police officer shot them all dead. A Nuer police officer took the video. Another video 

shows the shooting of Hasan Anbese, on the street, running with both hands tied behind his 

back. His picture is in Report 60. Three screenshots of the harrowing video are also shown 

below. He was shot at least eight times before being killed and lying still.  

 

 

Guji 

OLLAA named two killed by pro-government forces at Galesa Nageso, Bula Hora district, 

West Guji on 29 September: 

Qomoro Tena Jilo 

Katalo Dube Shuke 

On 25 November, OLLAA reported the following killings in October: 

Wagayo Abdu, Garba 01, Bule Hore, West Guji, 12 October 

Jamal and Sultan Gololcha 

Isiyaq Kundhe 

Kadir Uddo 

Hawo Huseen and 

Tunde Nagasa, Muco, Goro Dola, East Guji, 22 October 

https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-september-2022/
https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-october-2022/
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Gadado reported on 19 January that, following military engagements with OLA, government 

forces burnt homes and property belonging to over 45 civilians in Waaccuu Ilaalchaa village, 

Galana district, West Guji zone, three days earlier, on 16 January. These included:  

Girma Edeema 

Gizaachoo Solomon 

Milkeessaa Girma 

Abbire Girmaa 

Didaa Goobana 

Araggu Mormaa 

Gannoo Gammade 

Alamuu Odaa 

Biraanuu Jaarsoo 

Mokonna Wandimmu 

Fiqiru dhakoo 

Mijuu Laaca 

Gammade Shogaa 

Ayyale Odaa 

Dullacha Qonyee 

Abdafire Banata 

Dani'el Buxxishu 

Sanbato Goofare 

Abram Jaarsoo 

Kifile Jaarso 

Mokonna Misfin. 

Roobale Gammade 

Miiraa Gammade 

Ararso Ji'oo 

Shifarra Jenniso 

Tasfayee Areeri 

Bexxuu Jenniso 

Sintayyo Shifarra 

Fiqaadu Banata 

Banataa Jaarsoo 

Ashanafi Ruufo 

Agaa Banata 

Badhee Guyyo 

Sbire Girma 

Reeba Dhako 

Fiqiruu Dhakoo 

Waqolee Edeema 

Gofare ruufo 

Amanu'el Galgalo 

Jaartee Gammade 

Gammade Tura 

Ji'o Gammade 

Yuuboo Gammade 

Dammaqa Areeroo 

Qoncora Gojje 

Fiqaadu Galgale 

Gammade Jilo 

Dasita Eddo 

Saaqoo Gaddo

 

Video clips were sent showing a gathering of affected villagers and their destroyed homes. 

Screenshots from the two video clips are reproduced below.  
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OLLAA reported the following extra-judicial killings by government security forces in 

February: 

Badhu Golalcha, Negele, Liban, East Guji, 1 February 

Chana Dedecha Dido, Negele, Liban, East Guji, 2 February  

 (also reported previously as Cana Dhadacha, Kalada, Liban, 30 January) 

Darara Waree, Ardoti, Liban, East Guji, 2 February 

Aga Tamiru, Daya Dawa, Malka Soda, West Guji, 11 February 

Killings at new zone protests 

Addis Standard 3 March reported the killing of at least 

three protestors in Bore, Guji, on 28 February, One other 

protestor was shot but still lives. Another was hospitalised 

after beatings by police in Adola Wayu district. Protests 

have continued at many sites in Guji and Bale zones at least, 

since the government announced on 27 February it was 

establishing a new zone of ‘East Borana’ from ten districts 

in Borana, Guji and Bale zones. Protestors claimed there 

was no public consultation. 

 

 

 

https://ollaa.org/report-on-extrajudicial-killings-in-february-2023/
https://addisstandard.com/news-residents-say-at-least-three-killed-in-guji-zone-following-protests-over-decision-to-incorporate-negelle-town-into-newly-formed-east-borana-zone/#:~:text=Addis%20Ababa%20%E2%80%93%20At%20least%20three,zones%2C%20residents%20told%20Addis%20Standard.

	Addis Standard 19 October 2022 reported continuing killing and other abuses of Karrayyu Oromo in East Showa after the butchery of 14 and the torturing to death of another Karrayyu Gadaa leader in December 2021 (see OSG Report 59, pp.15-18). Bulga Boru...
	Previously unrecorded by OSG, Addis Standard 17 August reported that eight were killed in Hadhecha village, Bosat district, East Showa, on 14 August by Fano militants from Amhara Region, when they opened fire on Karrayyu herders. They committed ‘horri...
	One resident told Addis Standard:
	‘There is already conflict over land expansion. Yet, in our district, there is land that has not been ploughed due to the fighting. They are also displacing our people in various places and farming on their land. . . . [In] Bosat district, there are s...
	He continued ‘Our community has nothing to defend itself with’ after the government disarmed them and took away its weapons. ‘We cannot go to our fields and plough, we cannot herd the livestock. The situation is difficult. Not only in Bosat district b...
	‘This is not the first time such an attack has happened. Many times they have crossed the border and opened fire on us and killed farmers. Their aim is border expansion, plunder of pasture land, and plunder of livestock. Recently, as they have done be...
	The article also referred to an earlier report, again previously unrecorded by OSG, by Addis Standard on 31 March 2022 of the killing of 26 Oromo local militia stationed at Qorke in Fantalle district. They were killed by heavily armed Fano militia cro...
	Karrayyu Gadaa leader Boru Roba (left) was shot dead by Oromia Region government forces on 15 October in Fantalle district (Addis Standard). On the same day, his sister and brother and two others were abducted and taken away to a military camp in Gida...
	Businesses were closed and travel restricted for at least three days during a crackdown following OLA activity in the area. Government soldiers were attacking civilians in Gidara, Tututi and Toro Bedeno villages, forcing many to flee to the bush. Hous...
	On 24 March 2023, Dhugo Nura Bariso (left), was publicly executed in Bole town, Bosat district, East Showa, according to an OSG researcher based in Maryland, USA. He had bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Adama University and had returned home for h...
	On the same day, government security forces raided the seat of Gadaa at Karra in the Fantalle district where ‘innocent pastoralists were severely beaten, robbed, disarmed and imprisoned. Some were severely injured and in a critical condition. Gobu Haw...
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