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Death, destitution and disease in Oromia

Over 5300 killings of Oromo civilians have now been recorded by OSG since Abiy Ahmed
began his campaign at the end of 2018 to wipe out the Qeerroo movement and then the
Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) and its support base.

The neglect of news from Oromia Region and the near impossibility of obtaining information
from the areas where most of the killings have occurred is borne out by the scanty coverage
of Oromia in the report from the UN International Commission of Human Rights Experts on
Ethiopia (pp.6-11).

The majority of Killings, over 3200, occurred during 2022 and 2023. Over 1300 were in the
four Wallega zones in western Oromia and more than 1300 in the central zones of Showa.

Fano and other Amhara forces are responsible for most of the 700 killed in Oromia Special
Zone, Amhara region, in the last three years, and nearly all of the 900 killed in Horo Guduru
and East Wallega in the last two years, in acts of ethnic cleansing.

Ambhara forces have also played a role in the killings and ethnic cleansing in East Showa but
most of the lethal violence in North and West Showa, which has claimed over 1300 Oromo
civilian lives in the last two years, and the majority of the 1000 or more Killings in Qellem
and West Wallega since early 2020 have been perpetrated by government forces; operating
out of Command Posts in the case of Qellem and West Wallega zones.

ENDF, and recently Fano, have particularly targeted young Oromo men, especially those at
school or university, because of their potentially becoming members or supporters of OLA.

Killings in North and West Showa and in the four Wallega zones are described in this report
(pp.12-15 and 17-22, respectively).

The utter desolation of areas under Command Post rule is evidenced by the catastrophic
effect of this year’s malaria epidemic (pp.23-26), where a combination of violence, severe
malnutrition, economic collapse and record numbers of IDPs have left the population so
vulnerable that thousands have died, without government help or acknowledgement.

The Ministry of Health has misled the international community and prevented the UN Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs from describing the extent of the disaster.

While Oromo and other peoples of Ethiopia need peace, government and Fano forces are
fomenting inter-ethnic violence, which has alerted UN experts to the heightened risk of
genocide (pp.10-11).
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Oromia merits more international attention and less bias

Although there were many references to Oromia in the 30 November Congressional Hearing
of the House Foreign Affairs Committee ‘Ethiopia: Promise or Perils, the State of U.S.
Policy’,* international awareness of the humanitarian catastrophe and human rights
emergency in Ethiopia’s largest and most populous region is woefully inadequate.

Institutional bias among western governments, media and United Nations bodies is
preventing proportionate reportage and allowing distorted information, especially that which
denigrates the Oromo Liberation Army (OLA), to gain traction.

When Amhara youth demonstrated from 2016 in solidarity with the non-violent Qeerroo
Oromo student movement and called for killings in Oromia to stop, the powerful combination
of Amhara and Oromo youth forced the EPRDF government to re-organise the following
year, allowing Abiy Ahmed to assume the premiership in 2018.

Thousands of Amhara youths protested in Gonder in
2016 with one of their demands being ‘the killing in
Oromia region to stop’ (copied from Addis Standard,
25 November)

However, as recently stated by former Minister,
Milkessa M. Gemechu, with Abiy’s desire to control
the whole of Ethiopia from the centre and his creation = &=
of the Prosperity Party ‘Abiy began to lose the - ) o DA
support of Oromo youths (Qeerroo) and Oromo elites ™ ‘ ’
but he gained more support from Amhara youths (Fano) and Amhara elites. Therefore, PP’s
formation served as a watershed for the divergence of Amhara youths and Oromo youths.
Abiy succeeded in dividing the two forces. Amhara youths and elites considered Abiy’s
massive counter-movement for dissolving ‘ethnic’-based political parties as a blessing and
endorsed him, whereas Oromo youths and elites rejected Abiy’s move.’?

Fano and Amhara Region forces collaborated with the ENDF in Tigray and attacked the
Oromo enclave in the Oromia Special Zone in Amhara Region, during 2021 and 2022. Six
weeks ago, on 7 November, another 18 Oromo villagers were Killed there by Fano (see p.17).
Fano have also attacked Gumuz and Oromo villages in Metekel zone, Benishangul-Gumuz
Region, Agaw and Qimant communities in Amhara Region and Oromo towns and villages in
zones of Oromia which are adjacent to Amhara Region, especially Horo Guduru, East
Wallega and East Showa.? Further attacks on civilians and the forced return of IDPs to places
of danger in Horo Guduru and East Wallega are detailed on p.17.

When Abiy tried to disband Fano and Amhara Region militia in August, they turned against
him, assassinating PP leaders and attacking ENDF. The effect of this and Abiy’s bloody
counter-offensive has led to vociferous complaints of civilian drone strikes, internet and
telephone blackouts,* displacements and lack of humanitarian access in Amhara Region.

! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcBM57a3xY's

2 https://addisstandard.com/op-ed-from-nonviolent-social-movements-to-armed-conflicts-how-abiys-rule-
pushed-youths-from-the-city-to-the-bush-in-amhara-and-oromia/

3 OSG Report 63. https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-63.pdf

4 <A global network of more than 300 human rights organisations’ call for an end to internet blockade in Amhara
Region. https://www.eepa.be//wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Situation-Report-EEPA-Horn-No.-479-14-
September-2023.pdf
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As documented and referenced in OSG Reports, all of these conditions apply equally and
have done so for five years in Oromia Region, but such is the distortion of the ‘Amhara lens’
through which many western politicians and media view Ethiopia, these have attracted far
less media interest.

Drone strikes which killed civilians in Amhara Region attracted the attention of the UN High

Commission for Human Rights,® but reports of strikes in Oromia were buried deep in the

ICHREE report. The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
Situation Report, 1 December, barely mentions the

*’i-\ m severe malnutrition and devastating malaria
- Y b g outbreak in Qellem and West Wallega (see p.23). Its
& . 24 October map of areas which are insecure and
“f= ' unable to be reached now claims that these zones

are accessible, whereas much of Amhara Region is
not (see figure left). Yet the insecurity responsible
for lack of vector control and antimalarial treatment

R o ‘e . - s
. ™ ! in West Wallega is noted within the OCHA report.®
W e el KT *7 The shortage of medical and supplementary food
Rowiis Sonn o g R 2 supplies in Amhara Region was reported on 23
W ) ) November, but not in Oromia Region.” Even the
Red denotes ‘Hard to reach’ ICHREE in\_/estigation was initiqll_y_ focusseq away
Pink denotes ‘Partially accessible’ from atrocities against Oromo civilians and its
coverage of Oromia severely limited (p.6).

In a similar vein of ignoring Oromia, former UN News Agency, The New Humanitarian,
wrote on 17 November concerning the resumption of food aid ‘Meanwhile, the UN’s World
Food Programme — which is overhauling its own distribution systems — is about to roll out
aid to 3.2 million drought- and conflict-affected people in the Afar, Amhara, Somali, and
Tigray regions. Once its new accountability systems are running, assistance will be expanded.
An estimated 20 million people in Ethiopia are in need of food aid.” Again, there is no
mention of Oromia.

When there is news of OLA, reports are frequently biased. Independent and widely-trusted
media, including Reuters and Agence France-Presse, accuse OLA of atrocities against
Ambhara civilians but claim ‘unnamed armed groups’ are responsible for the killing of Oromo.

On 6 December, Voice of America relayed an Agence France-Presse report which merely
reiterated claims by the Ethiopian government and the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission
of alleged killings by OLA in Benishangul-Gumuz Region and Arsi, Oromia. But the report
stated that ‘unidentified attackers’ were responsible for the slaughter of Oromo church-goers
by ENDF soldiers in Qellem Wallega on 24/25 November (see pp.22-23).8 Ethnic cleansing
of Tigrayans from West Tigray by Fano and Amhara militia is reported but not that of Oromo
from Wollo, Horo Guduru, East Wallega and East Showa.

This is against a background of an expanding Amhara Region, which has reportedly taken 28
kebeles from North Showa in Oromia.® Local sources claimed a few months ago that all

5 See https://addisstandard.com/news-more-than-a-dozen-people-killed-in-govt-drone-strikes-in-amhara-a-
school-and-bus-station-among-targets-struck-un/

5 https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-situation-report-1-dec-2023

7 https://www.eepa.be//wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Situation-Report-EEPA-Horn-No.-499-23-November-
2023.pdf

8 https://www.voanews.com/a/over-50-civilians-killed-in-ethiopia-attacks-rights-body/7386566.html

9 https://fh.watch/08yZOMXBm8/2mibextid=RUbZ1f
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Oromo villages had emptied into towns in Horo Guduru zone and that only one kebele
(Wasti) had any Oromo remaining in East Wallega.'°

Yet the forced returns to unsafe areas reported by Addis Standard are described by OCHA as
the ‘assisted return of 200,000 Oromo IDPs’ on 1 December.!! Those who could not flee the
expulsions from IDP camps were forced on trucks and buses against their will and returned
with no assistance at all, according to local sources (see p.17).

Biased reporting continues. After the failure of the second round of negotiations between the
Ethiopian government and OLA, western media merely repeated government claims of OLA
intransigence rather than its leaders’ principled refusal to be bribed by wealth and position.*?

This inadequate and skewed reporting must be exposed because it is increasing the danger of
large-scale ethnic conflict between Amhara and Oromo people. Already, ‘observers fear’ that
the presence of Oromo soldiers in government forces in Amhara Region could escalate to ‘an
Oromo-Ambhara conflict, with possible mass violence’.*?

The 7 November attacks by Fano on three Oromo villages in the Oromia Special Zone were
reportedly in retaliation to murderous attacks by ENDF on Fano in Amhara Region. Fano
justified the attacks claiming the ENDF were an Oromo force representing Oromo interests

(p.17).

Although there are Oromo in positions of authority in the Prosperity Party and armed forces,
there should be no doubt that these are acting against the interests of the Oromo public and
are responsible for devastation and death throughout Oromia Region. It is highly dangerous
to conflate the selfish interests of Oromo individuals with the desire of the overwhelming
majority of the Oromo people for peace and equality. Large scale inter-ethnic conflict
between the two largest peoples of Ethiopia — Oromo and Amhara — must be avoided at all
costs.

The malevolent influence of Eritrea, with its training of Fano in Eritrea and Sudan, is
cynically designed to weaken Ethiopia by encouraging inter-ethnic violence.

Objective and accurate reporting is vital, especially now. Unbalanced reportage must not be
added to the substantial and growing list of risk factors for genocide and atrocity crimes in
Ethiopia (see pp.10-11).

10 See p.27, OSG Report 63. https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-63.pdf

1 https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-situation-report-1-dec-2023

12 https://addisstandard.com/asdailyscoop-armed-group-renews-commitment-to-negotiation-amid-escalating-
hostilities-across-oromia/

13 https://www.eepa.be//wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Situation-Report-EEPA-Horn-No.-484-2-October-

2023.pdf
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ICHREE - International Commission of Human Rights Experts on
Ethiopia

The 84-page comprehensive report of the International Commission of Human Rights
Experts on Ethiopia was published on 13 October,* after the end of the 54" Session of the
Human Rights Council (11 September — 6 October). A preliminary report of 21 pages was
presented on 14 September, during the 54" HRC Session.’®> The Commission also submitted
its analysis of the risk of further atrocity crimes to the HRC on 3 October.'6

Bias, disappointment and premature end

The Commission’s investigation, though conducted independently and reliably, had only
begun to scratch the surface of the gross abuses of human rights in Ethiopia. Lack of
cooperation by the Ethiopian government, insecurity, internet and telecommunications
shutdowns, visa denials, road blockages and a general climate of fear created obstruction of
access to Tigray, Amhara and Oromia Regions. Conduct of interviews by phone on encrypted
lines created challenges for retrieving data directly from the most severely affected victims.

There was evidence of pro-Ambhara, anti-Oromo bias in the early suggested areas of the
enquiry. Research into the country’s largest area, Oromia, did not begin with Oromo
translation until April and was terminated less than three months later on June 27, 2023,
when the report writing began. That window was too narrow to give an appropriate account
of violations in Ethiopia’s largest region where conflict is increasing and access is severely
restricted.

As the Commission stated (paragraph 3) ‘the present report cannot be considered to be fully
reflective of the harms experienced by civilians.’

Nonetheless, the Commission is to be congratulated for bringing abuses in Oromia under an
international spotlight, confirming reports by OSG and other bodies of egregious violations,
especially those under Command Post rule; and for presenting an unbiased, independent
account of the history of the beginning of the Ethiopian Empire and the ebb and flow of the
war on Oromia since 2018.

However, it is disappointing that the Commission was unable to call out War Crimes in
Oromia, because its criteria for ‘non-international armed conflict’ were not met, unlike in
Tigray and Amhara regions (paragraph 50).

Although the Commission received ‘multiple reports of extrajudicial killings’ in Oromia
(paragraph 353), it is again a disappointment that its investigation and detailed report
concerned only two such incidents — the massacre of Karrayyu Gadaa leaders in December
2021 (paragraphs 354-361) and the public execution of 17 year-old Amanuel Wondimu in
May 2021 (paragraphs 362-368).

The greatest disappointment, however, was in the failure of the UN Human Rights Council to
extend the mandate of ICHREE for another year, despite pleas from international human
rights organisations, western governments and the Commission itself. It appears that
governments of UK, EU and USA were all unwilling to put this to a vote, fearing lack of

14 Comprehensive investigative findings and legal determinations. A /HRC/54/CRP.3, 13 October 2023
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/chreetiopia/a-hrc-54-crp-3.pdf

15 https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/chreetiopia/A. HRC 54 55 AUV.pdf
16 The acute risk of further atrocity crimes in Ethiopia: an analysis. A/HRC/54/CRP.2, 3 October 2023
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/chreetiopia/A-HRC-54-CRP-2.pdf



https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/chreetiopia/a-hrc-54-crp-3.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/chreetiopia/A_HRC_54_55_AUV.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/chreetiopia/A-HRC-54-CRP-2.pdf

support from other HRC members. This may be part of a deal whereby the EU and the US
government persuaded Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed to withdraw his attempt to terminate
ICHREE in March/April 2023.

Summary of findings relevant to Oromia
History

In a welcome departure from much-vaunted disinformation, the Commission’s description of
the formation of the Ethiopian Empire is accurate.

Paragraph 63: ‘“Modern Ethiopia was established after 40 years of violent expansion in the
second half of the nineteenth century, although the country has roots many see as extending
back over millennia. At the beginning of this period most of those living under Ethiopian
authority were Orthodox Christian highland farmers, who spoke either Amharic or Tigrinya.
By the time it ended, Ethiopia incorporated speakers of more than 80 language groups.’

Recent and contested history

Paragraph 80: “The ongoing violence in Oromia pre-dates the fighting in Tigray and the
north by more than 20 months. In January 2019 ENDF launched a counterinsurgency,
including airstrikes, against the emerging Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) in Western
Oromia, resulting in a breakdown of the security situation that has since escalated and spread
under ongoing interruptions to internet and telecommunications. Although the new Prime
Minister came to power in 2018 with Oromo support, this rapidly began to wane in the face
of what some Oromo stakeholders saw as an overly centrist narrative. Insurgency in Western
Oromia grew during 2019 and became entrenched in some areas as the government cracked
down on Oromo nationalist opposition in the second half of 2020. Accounts of fighting and
of attacks on local populations, notably in western Oromia, are particularly contested;
multiple narratives prevail in the absence of independent analysis and reporting from the
ground. These include multiple accusations of ‘false flag’ operations. . . .’

Paragraph 81: ‘Violent insurgency and counterinsurgency in Oromia in 2021 and 2022
tended to be eclipsed by the focus on the conflict in the north of the country, as well as the
news blackout. However, after Tigray forces withdrew north in November 2021, attention
abruptly switched back to Oromia when, in December 2021 a group of Karrayyu Oromo
leaders were killed. Targeted killings were also reported in the Oromo zone of Amhara
region, where sources claimed that OLA-aligned units had cooperated with Tigrayan forces
before the latter withdrew north. . . . From April 2022, with fighting at a standstill in Tigray,
the federal government re-intensified its counterinsurgency against the OLA in Oromia. . ..

Paragraph 82: “Since the signing of CoHA between the federal government and TPLF in the
north, conflict between OLA and ENDF, allied with Oromia regional government forces,
appears to have escalated again, including in the four Wollega zones, in Guji, in Borana, and
in some parts of West Shewa. In December 2022, UN OCHA described the security situation
in Oromia as ‘fast deteriorating.” An initial week of talks in Tanzania between OLA and the
Federal Government failed in April 2023, with government counterinsurgency operations
relaunched in May 2023. Meanwhile reports of violence leading to deaths and displacement
of Amharas and Oromos have continued. . . .’



Oromia

Paragraph 351: ‘. . . The situation in Oromia today is characterised by severe restrictions on
freedom of expression, in particular in Western and Southern Oromia, where the Oromo
Liberation Army (OLA) remains active. The security situation presents serious obstacles for
investigating the human rights situation there. . . .’

Paragraph 352: ‘Many of the violations documented by the Commission since 3 November
2020 in Oromia were committed in areas reported by interviewees to be under a Command
Post system. These areas are also prone to government-imposed interruptions on internet and
telecommunications, further impeding the flow of information, in particular in areas of OLA
presence or control. Nonetheless, the Commission has found serious human rights violations
in Oromia, although the number of unrecorded incidents likely remains high. The situation in
Oromia requires further investigation.’

The ICHREE report documented the detention of men, women and one child in East, West
and Qellem Wallega, East Borana, East Hararge and Jimma zones (paragraph 369). Many
examples of torture were described, including being stepped on the head, whipping with
electric wire, especially on soles of feet, suspension upside down, beating with wooden and
synthetic ‘plastic’ batons and rifles, being drenched with hot and cold water and having
weights suspended from genitalia (paragraphs 370-379).

The Commission ‘received alarming allegations of sexual violence, including rape, in
detention in Oromia’ (paragraph 381) including gang-rape by ten soldiers (paragraph 382).

Paragraph 383: ‘. . . the Commission believes that sexual violence in detention — and in
Oromia more generally — is seriously underreported. . . .’

Command Posts

Paragraph 94: ‘[The Command Post] system provides the means to centralize control of all
military, law enforcement and civil powers into one integrated security effort, headed by the
Prime Minister, and exercised through the ENDF high command. Alongside national or
regional command posts, other subordinate command posts continue to be established locally
conjoining civilian and military control at lower levels.’

More information about the effects of the Command Post system was given in the 21-page
report presented to the HRC session on 14 September.

Paragraph 50 of that report includes:

‘In the face of increased violence, . . .command posts were established in Western and
Southern Oromia from early 2019, comprised of local militia, Oromia Special Forces, ENDF,
federal police and Oromia regional police. The Commission’s investigation found that
although claimed to have been officially lifted, command posts continue to operate in some
areas of Oromia. Witnesses from Western Oromia described ongoing arbitrary restrictions on
freedom of movement, including curfews, denial of access to healthcare, shootings of
unarmed residents and arbitrary arrest and detention. Other violations under command post
authority include extrajudicial Killings, rape and the destruction of civilian property.’

Drone strikes

The Commission was only able to confirm drone strikes killing civilians in Adere Wama,
East Wallega, on 21 October 2022; Bila, West Wallega, on 2 November (erroneously



ascribed to East Wallega) and Mendi town, West Wallega, on 9 November (paragraphs 387-
394).

Commenting on Ethiopian government threats and muzzling of victims’ voices following the
strikes, the Commission wrote:

Paragraph 391: ‘After the drone strike, local government authorities prevented people from
taking injured persons to the hospital, accusing them of helping OLA members. Instead,
members of the community had to wait until the evening before they could help the injured
access medical treatment. Some of those who assisted the injured in getting to the hospital
were detained at the local police station, as were others who subsequently complained about
the incident to local authorities. Echoing interviewees from other parts of Oromia, one
witness said that this type of harassment of victims was common: People are very afraid to
speak up, because they might be killed or jailed. People have no one to tell... they can’t even
speak about the fact that people have died.’

Inter-ethnic violence and displacement

Paragraph 395: ‘The Commission is deeply disturbed by increasing violence between
Oromos and Ambharas, in particular ethnic armed groups. The Commission gathered
information about incidents since November 2020 where large numbers of Amhara [and]
Oromo women, men, and children were killed by non-state armed groups, at times in reprisal
for attacks against the other community. Witnesses implicated OLA, fano, and other militias
in these attacks. However, the proliferation of armed groups in these areas, including splinter
groups, means that establishing responsibility is extremely challenging. The situation is
exacerbated by restrictions on journalists and independent monitors accessing the area.’

The Commission reported claims from both communities. They were told that OLA killed
and raped Ambhara civilians in Horo Guduru, East Wallega, West Wallega and East Showa
between November 2020 and February 2023 (paragraph 396).

Paragraph 397: ‘Similarly, the Commission also interviewed direct witnesses of attacks
against Oromo communities in Horu Guduru and West Shewa Zones between July 2021 and
September 2022, and received credible information about attacks in West Wollega, East
Wollega, Horo Guduru, Jimma, and West Shewa Zones between July 2021 and September
2022. This included Killings, rape and other forms of sexual violence against women and
girls, burning of property and crops, as well as looting, including livestock; they implicated
fano militia. The Commission also received credible reports of attacks against Oromo
communities, again implicating fano militia, in the Oromo Special Zone, Amhara region.’

Paragraph 398: . .. The Commission is concerned that in several instances, government or
regional security forces withdrew from an area just prior to attacks, leaving communities —
both Amhara and Oromo — unprotected. The Commission calls for further, independent
investigations into such incidents.’

Paragraph 399. ‘More than three million people have been displaced by intercommunal
violence and attacks in Oromia region and the Oromo special zone in Amhara region, further
contributing to the humanitarian crisis in the country. Displaced communities said that they
remain fearful of returning home owing to the presence of armed groups and a serious lack of
trust in the ability or willingness of government institutions to protect communities.’



Hate speech and incitement to violence

Paragraph 433: ‘During its investigation, the Commission has been struck by the prevalence
of hateful, dehumanizing, and derogatory rhetoric in Ethiopian social discourse, in particular
online. It found multiple instances of such speech since the conflict started in November
2020, the overwhelming majority from the Government and its proxies or supporters. The
Commission found such speech by direct perpetrators committing violations on the ground,
by senior government officials at the federal and regional levels, political commentators,
guests on various state-sponsored media outlets, and ordinary citizens. Inciteful rhetoric and
hate speech targeting protected groups is a clear risk factor and indicator of the potential
commission of atrocity crimes.’

Examples given by the Commission include comments made by PM Abiy Ahmed referring to
Tigrayan forces as a ‘cancer’ and a ‘weed’ to be removed (insert above paragraph 433).

Paragraph 455: ‘The prevalence of hate speech in Ethiopia, in particular online, stoked
community tensions and created a climate in which individuals and groups became targets of
incitement and calls for violence. The full extent to which the spread of hate speech, as well
as mis- and disinformation online, has contributed to or exacerbated discrimination and
violence in Ethiopia — both during the conflict and in the present day — merits further
independent investigation, so that appropriate lessons can be drawn to prevent future
recurrence.’

The acute risk of further atrocity crimes in Ethiopia: an analysis

The 9-page analysis presented to the HRC on 3 October,'’ ‘elaborates on the Commission’s
findings to review indicators of the risks of further atrocity crimes.” It ‘draws on the
Commission’s investigations to date in Tigray, Amhara, Afar and Oromia regions. The
Commission has documented distinct patterns and trends of human rights violations and
international crimes across these four regions. Based on information documented and
received from other parts of the country, it finds a strong likelihood of similar violations in
the future. Further investigation of risks and how they manifest in other regions is strongly
recommended.’

The Commission lists eight general risk factors and five specific risk factors for Ethiopia.
General risk factors:

1. Situations of armed conflict or other forms of instability

2. Record of serious violations of international human rights and humanitarian law

3. Weakness of state structures

4. Motives or incentives (especially ‘us’ and ‘them’ differentiation)

5. Capacity to commit atrocity crimes

6. Absence of mitigating factors (eg strong civil society, free speech)

7. Enabling circumstances or preparatory action (emergency powers, communication
blockades, inflammatory rhetoric, hate speech, stigmatising and derogatory language)
8. Triggering factors (assassinations, hostilities by armed forces)

Specific risk factors for Ethiopia:
9. Intergroup tensions (eg Amhara/Oromo)
10. Widespread or systematic attacks on civilians (Tigray, Amhara and Oromia regions)

17 The acute risk of further atrocity crimes in Ethiopia: an analysis. A/HRC/54/CRP.2, 3 October 2023
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/chreetiopia/A-HRC-54-CRP-2.pdf
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11. Signs of a plan or policy to attack civilians (ethnic cleansing in Oromia, Amhara and
Western Tigray)

12. Serious threats to those protected by international humanitarian law (eg conflict affecting
nearby civilian areas)

13. Serious threats to humanitarian operations (aid blockades to parts of Tigray, Amhara and
Oromia)

The Commission concluded that all of the general risk factors are present in Ethiopia and
‘there is evidence that specific risk factors are also present’. They continued ‘the Commission
finds strong evidence of the presence of multiple risk factors for further atrocity crimes in
Ethiopia.’

Finally ‘In light of the mandate of the UN Human Rights Council to contribute to the
prevention of human rights violations and respond promptly to human rights emergencies, the
Commission strongly recommends the Council ensure continued international scrutiny and
independent investigations into past and ongoing violations in Ethiopia.’

UN Special Adviser ‘alarmed at the heightened risk of genocide’

In a press release issued on 10 October 2023, UN Under-Secretary-General and Special
Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, Alice Wairimu Nderitu, stated that she ‘is alarmed at
the heightened risk of genocide and related atrocity crimes in Ethiopia.’

‘The incident reports that we see coming out of Ethiopia are deeply disturbing and constitute
a call for action,” said Special Adviser Wairimu Nderitu. ‘I want to particularly draw the
attention of the global community to the continued presence of risk factors for genocide and
related atrocity crimes in the country.’

18 https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/UN_Special Adviser statement Ethiopia_101023.pdf
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Finfinnee/Addis Ababa and Central Oromia

Finfinnee/Addis Ababa

Seven leading figures within the OLF are still being held illegally after three and a half years
and more than five court orders for their release. They are being held in poor, insanitary
conditions despite ill health. As reported in September,'® they were secretly transferred from
Burayu Police Station, 13 km west of Finfinnee, to Dukem, 37 km southeast of the capital, in
April and were only found by relatives two weeks later, imprisoned together in a single dirty
cell of nine square metres.

Abdi Regassa, Dawit Abdeta, Lammi Begna, Mikael Boran, Kenassa Ayana, and Gaada
Oljira were arrested or re-arrested after the assassination of famous singer and Qeerroo icon,
Haacalu Hundeessa in June 2020. Gaada Gebissa was detained in 2021. Gaada Oljira has
never even been charged with an offence.

Kenassa Ayana is unable to move without crutches or a wheelchair. He has liver
complications from diabetes and developed orthopaedic problems after being imprisoned.

Gaada Gebissa has Hepatitis B, for which he should be receiving medication.

The OLF denounced violence and became a legal political party in 2019. The detainees were
due to be visited by the National Electoral Board of Ethiopia on the day after their secret
removal from Burayu. - goemns

AGM Oromo language News reported on 28 November the
detention of Abera Diriba Lamesa in Burayu the previous
day.?° The father of eight (shown right) is a farmer in Guduru
district who has no involvement in politics. He has been
detained on several occasions and was only recently released
from Kombolcha prison. The only reason for his detention is
that he is the older brother of the OLA leader, Kumsa Diriba,
aka Jaal Maro. His elderly parents were detained and beaten and
their house burned down in December 2020.%

North Showa

‘There are so many incidents which are not reported’ local informant, November 2023. The
informant ‘M.” emphasised how difficult it is to get information out. As well as people being
terrified of reporting atrocities for fear of further reprisals, the shutting down of internet and
telephone communications and the poor network ensure that only a tiny proportion of atrocity
crimes are reported.

At a small place called Wale Kilalo, 15 km from Qaree Goha town (aka Goha Tsion), Warra
Jarso district, North Showa, there is a school which teaches pupils up to 8™ grade. On 24 or
25 September, ENDF soldiers in about seven small military vehicles, came into Wale Kilalo,
entered the school and opened fire, killing one 8" grade student and severely injuring
another, in an unprovoked attack (M.).

19 OSG Report 63, pp.18-20. https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-63.pdf
20 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3rfagmRbdc
2L OSG Report 54, p.19. https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report54-January-

2021 .pdf
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It was a casual encounter by ENDF in reprisal for battlefield losses in engagements with
OLA in a nearby lowland area. The soldiers shouted that they were shooting at the school-
students because they would ‘turn into OLA’. Indiscriminate killing of young men merely
because of their age and ethnicity is a crime against humanity. In a war zone, it is a war
crime.

In Chawa Murassa, a village at some distance from the road between Qaree Goha and Wale
Kilalo, on 16 Oct 2023, at about 5.00 pm, five Fano members terrorised the villagers and
razed to the ground all 32 properties belonging to 21 heads of extended families,
destroying all their contents and rendering 150-200 men, women and children homeless and
completely destitute. More than half were children.

As the Fano fighters roamed through the village, they chanted in Amharic that they were
‘getting rid’ of ‘Galla’, a derogatory name for Oromo, and ‘Oneg-shane,’ a derogatory term
for OLF or OLA.

M. reported that Fano took 18 cattle from another farmer, Iraasu Shibire, and attempted to
burn the villagers’ crops. Although too green to burn, they have since been eaten and
damaged by wild animals.

The 21 heads of extended families lost 32 homes between them. Their names indicate many
were siblings - sharing second (father’s) names, and the sons and fathers of other victims.
Three generations of one family are included, each with their own households and children:
Meseret Tadese

Mitiku Biru

Asefa Biru

Mengistu Biru

Feyissa Biru

Tesfaye Biru

Girma Dabale

Figadu Dabale

Dabale Gonfa (father of above two)

Qubsa Gonfa

Marge Qubsa (son of above)

Tola Gonfa (father of three and grandfather of one named below)

Sime Tola

Shibiru Tola

Niguse Tola

Warqu Niguse (son of above)

Demise Geleta

Qaro Geleta

Shumate Badhoo

Yeshi Menga

Damu Bedhasa

About 10 km from the road between Qaree Goha and Wale Kilalo, several Fano members
gang-raped a ten-year old girl, at around the same time as the above attack. They stole 15
cattle from a pregnant woman and were threatening to attack her when they were
surrounded by villagers and left (M.).
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M. reiterated that the ENDF fights with Fano in Amhara Region but appears to cooperate
with Fano, allowing it to operate freely, in Oromia Region. ENDF do not protect Oromo
civilians from attacks by Fano.

Fano enters the area in large numbers and divides up into small groups which roam around
terrorising civilians, destroying homes, looting cattle and killing those who oppose them.
‘The incidents at Chawa Murassa and Wale Kilalo have been and are being repeated all over
North and West Showa resulting in massive numbers of IDPs’ M. reported.

OSG received two independent reports from local sources (M. and W.1) of
prolonged attacks by ENDF in North Showa from the end of September up to
the last report in November, with heavy artillery and drone bombardment,
followed by ground attacks with ENDF troops. One informant reported the
presence of government army tanks.

Indiscriminate aerial and long-distance bombardment has killed innocent
civilians and destroyed their property. Ground forces have followed,
completing the destruction by burning properties.

ENDF entered Darra district, after a failed drone strike at the end of
September, attacking people and property, according to informant M.

. Atleast 100 civilians and a large number of livestock were killed during
attacks in the last two weeks of October, including at least three drone strikes,
according to W.1. Others estimated larger numbers were Killed.

. Among the dead are the three men shown left, whose photographs were sent
by W.1. They were not named.

The districts most severely affected are Darra, Warra Jarso, Hidabu Abote,
Kuyu and Salalee. The following illustrations of killed livestock, burnt out
homes etc were relayed by one or both local informants.

The animals killed by heavy weapons and at least some of the torched properties are believed
to be the result of attacks in Hadabu Abote (the district immediately east of Warra Jarso) on
28 October.
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The two pictures below were posted from North Showa by Oromia Media Network on 6
November.

People of North Showa have written of their fear, physical insecurity
from attack, destitution, absence of employment opportunities and no
| access to their farms. Many are living rough, eking out a living in the
- forest. They report the presence of no aid agencies.

OCHA in its 1 December Situation Report, stated that over 61,000 were
displaced by ongoing violence in eight districts of North Showa
according to an assessment 19-26 November, which reported 4860 burnt
out shelters, 53 damaged health posts, 12 disabled ambulances and 205
damaged schools, putting 47000 children out of school.

Forwarded from Salalee by M. (translated from Afaan Oromo):
‘Our people are being displaced from their homes and living in the forests in this way. Oh,
the ones who are dying and living in the forests like animals. Is it a crime to be an Oromo?’

West Showa

At least ten innocent civilians in Kilbe village, Jaldu district, West Showa, were killed by
ENDF on 17 October, according to a Qeerroo activist now living in Cairo):

Warquu Alamuu

Mastuu Birahanuu

Camaarra Qananii

Diroo Huchee/Urgeessaa
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Baqgqgalaa Asaffaa

Diribsaa Abdisaa

Abdissa Dabalaa

Tashoomaa Bisiraa

Dabaltuu Tashoomaa

Tashoomaa /Xoonaa Tolasaa

They include a father, son and daughter killed together in the same house.

Information was sent to OSG on 1 November about the Killing of at least 13 people when a
bomb was thrown by government forces at civilians living in Dirree Giccee village, Ilfata
district, W. Showa, including:

Arfaasee Damisee

Ayyansaa Nagaroo

Bantii Daandanaa

Bareechaa Abdataa

Caaluma Atoomaa

Eliyas Adaanaa

Gammadaa Kumalaa

Jaalataa Kabbabaa

Kabbabaa Waaqumaa (father of above)
Saamu’el Beekaa

Shannon Beekaa

Simaa Beekaa (three siblings)

Tasaayee Dagaabaasa

East Showa

Informant W.1 reported the killing of an unnamed wife and mother in the Bosat district of
East Showa in the last few days of October. She is pictured above right.

Addis Standard reported that police in Bishoftu city, East Showa, arrested seven Ethiopian
Orthodox Church bishops and their young aides on Tuesday 29 August.??

The bishops — Abuna Barsuma, Abuna Lazarus, Abuna Urael, Abuna Minas, Abuna Daniel,
Abuna Nicodemus, and Abuna Daxios — were among 26 ordained by three Oromo
archbishops who were acting against the wishes of the Holy Synod at the beginning of 2023.
All were excommunicated until most ‘resolved
their differences’ at the end of January. The
bishops were widely praised in Oromia Region
for holding Oromo language services. The seven
who were detained had refused to bow to
pressure from the national synod. Their
spokesman, Hailemikael Tadesse, told Addis
Standard that they were detained incommunicado ‘-JL.L.. '
at Dhakabora district police office and their aides B
were held in Bishoftu police station. B>

22 hitps://addisstandard.com/news-police-detain-seven-bishops-spearheading-oromia-orthodox-synod-in-
bishoftu/
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Oromia Special Zone (Wollo) Amhara Region

Addis Standard reported on 7 November that at least 18 civilians were killed by Fano
militia in Artuma Fursi district on 5 November.?® According to two local witnesses, Fano
crossed from Majate town in Efrata and Gidim district of Amhara Region North Showa zone
on Thursday 2 November, killing one man. When they returned on Sunday 5™, they were met
with armed resistance from residents of the three villages which they attacked.

Nonetheless, 18 residents, including an unarmed elderly man, and an unstated number of
Fano fighters were killed. Over 30 civilians were wounded, ten of whom seriously. ENDF
troops eventually intervened to stop more bloodshed, according to Addis Standard.

One resident said ‘They [the Fano] want revenge on our people, although their fight is with
the government. They claim an Oromo government is fighting them, and they resent us [the
Oromos] for that.” He said that such attacks have been perpetrated more than ten times in the
past.

During two weeks of heavy fighting in September between Fano and government forces
around Majate town in Amhara Region, over 70 civilians were
killed. In May, 34 were killed in the same town.

Afar Region
Informant W.1 reported the killing of lyasu Mohammed (right)

by government forces on 23 or 25 September in Awash Arba, Afar
Region.

Western Oromia

IDPs forced to return: told to ‘arm themselves’

Addis Standard wrote on 1 November that IDPs ‘in Western Oromia, particularly the East
Wollega, West Wollega, Kellem Wollega, and Horo Guduru Wollega zones, have endured
dire humanitarian crisis for years in an area where relief operations are constrained by
continued security threats. Government sponsored forced returns have exacerbated the crisis
pushing IDPs to street begging.’?*

The 1 December OCHA Situation Report began its section on Oromia by stating that 4000
had been displaced to Horo Guduru from West Gojjam in Amhara Region since 10
November,?® and stressed the urgency of lifesaving humanitarian assistance for them.

OCHA continued ‘Separately, about 200,000 IDPs who returned to their places of origin in
East Wellega with government return facilitation, require both emergency humanitarian
assistance, as well as support . . . to help them recover from having endured conflict, disease
outbreaks, and malnutrition and lack of basic services. . . . about 2 million people have
received from the government monthly food and cash assistance between July and October
2023

23 https://addisstandard.com/news-clashes-between-militiamen-and-armed-residents-left-at-least-18-killed-in-
oromo-special-zone-amhara-region/
24 https://addisstandard.com/in-depth-idps-in-western-oromia-suffer-from-lack-of-aid-forced-returns-amid-

volatile-security/
3 hitps://www.unocha.org/publications/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-situation-report-1-dec-2023
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There was no reference to the forced nature of those returns nor the dire circumstances in the
IDP camps from which they had been expelled. OCHA’s reported ‘government monthly food
and cash assistance’ was not mentioned by IDPs left in Shambu town or those begging on the
streets of Nekemte who were interviewed by Addis Standard the previous month.

In complete contrast, the in-depth report by Addis Standard on 1 November left no doubt that
the return of 200,000 IDPs in early September showed the government’s abject failure to
protect these vulnerable people. An IDP described the expulsions as a cynical ploy to return
them to the danger of Fano attacks, accusing them of supporting OLA, whom authorities
blamed for the insecurity.?®

Although some had fled because of fighting between OLA and government forces, the
majority had fled from recurrent murderous attacks by Fano militia. This contrasts with a
report circulated by EEPA in Belgium, that the conflict between OLA and government forces
was solely responsible for the IDPs.?” Districts bordering Amhara Region - Abe Dongoro,
Agamsa, Jardega Jarte, and Amuru in Horo Guduru and Kiramu, Gida Ayana and Gute in
East Wallega are ‘the epicenters of the displacements’ according to Addis Standard.

Addis Standard reported a recent assessment that 1.4 million IDPs were living in 141 IDP
camps, spread over 11 zones and 96 districts in Oromia Region and that 753,674 IDPs were
in the four Wallega zones, including 230,017 in Horo Guduru and 282,245 in East Wallega.

The reported assessment described ‘enormous destruction of private and public properties’,
including homes, schools, hospitals and ‘vital public service infrastructures.’

Interviewees described being displaced for the second time, their children traumatised by
stumbling across dead bodies on the road, absence of assistance for most of the time and rape
during 11 months at the IDP camp in Shambu bus station, before it was closed. They reported
‘immense psychological trauma and economic hardship.’

Nonetheless, officials including police, militia chiefs, zonal government head, regional relief
commission, the Mayor of Shambu and local NGO officers had asked the IDPs to leave
without success. Those who did not drift away to beg in Shambu or Nekemte were forcibly
rounded up and returned.

“The police coerced the displaced individuals into cars, including Isuzu trucks, mini-buses,
and Sino trucks and forcefully took them back to their homes without any assistance or
guarantee for their safety’ Addis Standard reported.

A spokesman for Shambu IDPs said ‘When we voiced our concerns about security, the
zonal police head said that the Fano acquired all the weapons by selling their properties,
and advised us to do the same to protect ourselves and not to depend on them for
assistance.” He named ‘Shane’ (derogatory name for OLA) ‘as the source of this turmoil and
accused us of supporting a terrorist group.’

The Mayor of Shambu, Negero Keno, denied that IDPs were returned home without their
consent.

Addis Standard stated that elsewhere in Western Oromia ‘hundreds of thousands of IDPs’
including those returned without assistance, were ‘in peril’. Residents of 18 out of 19 villages
in Kiramu district, East Wallega, had sheltered in Kokofe elementary school in Gida Ayana

26 https://addisstandard.com/in-depth-idps-in-western-oromia-suffer-from-lack-of-aid-forced-returns-amid-

volatile-security/
27 hitps://www.eepa.be//wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Situation-Report-EEPA-Horn-No.-493-2-November-

2023.pdf
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and in Kiramu elementary school, ‘before they were made to evacuate days before the start of
the . . . academic year’ in the second week of September.

The future of IDP children will not only be blighted by the traumas from which they fled and
those of being destitute IDPs: their prospects will be further damaged because most have
been without schooling for over a year.

Horo Guduru and East Wallega

Addis Standard 16 September, in its report of later killings in Gida Ayana district, East
Wallega (see below),? wrote of the killing of seven civilians by Fano militia in the same
district one week previously.

On Thursday 7 September, a husband and wife were killed by Fano in Eder Dirree village.
On the same day, five others, including a pregnant woman, were killed in the town of
Qarsa.

W.1 informed OSG of the Killing of two unnamed girls in Hangar Gute and Sasiga Baloo
Bareedaa, East Wallega on 14 September but did not provide further details or whether they
were killed by ENDF or Fano.

On 16 September Addis Standard reported on Killings in Gida Ayana on 14-15 September. It
stated that on the 14", ENDF forces commandeered an Isuzu taxi minibus from near the
hospital in Gida Ayana town, despite the protests of its driver, Mohammedo Mohammed,
who explained he had prior commitments. The soldiers forced him to take them to Qore
village about 4 km away, where they shot him dead and seriously wounded two others,
Abara Abdissa, a teacher, and Imiru Tolera, a farmer.

According to a statement published by the Oromia Global Forum
on 18 September,?° the soldiers who killed the driver had
defected from ENDF and had joined Fano after crossing the
border from an ENDF camp in Amhara Region. Immediately
after the attack, ENDF forces from the same camp terrorised
villagers in Gida Ayana district, using their pursuit of the
defecting Fano group as an excuse.

Between 8.00 and 10.00 pm on Friday 15 September, a bus,
crammed with mourners travelling from Nekemte to Gida Ayana
to attend the funeral of driver Mohammedo Mohammed, was
attacked by masked Fano members in the area of Adode Dincho

. . . o Public protest at the
(by Dincho mountain, within Gida Ayana district). They ordered killings, Gida Ayana

passengers off the bus and fired on them. Young men were
particularly targeted. Thirty one were Killed at the site, either by bullets or by having
their throats cut, according to the OGF statement. Other reports sent to OSG claimed 34
were killed.

The Addis Standard reported that five out of eleven seriously injured had died from injuries
after being taken to Gida Ayana hospital, including three brothers. The five were named:
Bilashiti Jiboo

28 https://addisstandard.com/news-armed-men-assault-on-civilians-in-western-oromia-leaves-several-dead-
injured/

2 https://ogfonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/0GF-Strongly-condemns-the-barbaric-acts-of-horror-and-
terrorism-by-Amhara-Fano-September-18-2023.pdf
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Babu Haji
and brothers Amin, Taji and Tola Nuru.
Six survivors sustained serious injuries.

The head of Gida Ayana district communication office, Wakgari Gudaya, told Addis
Standard that Fano were also responsible for ‘acts of terrorism, including beatings, looting
and property damage’.

Photographs of five of those killed were sent by W.1. They were not named.

Qeerroo activist ISS in Cairo forwarded a post from Guduru district, Horo Guduru, on 9
October concerning an attack by ENDF using ZU-23 and mortars on Adda Baro and Hura in
which at least seven civilians were killed, some of whom are pictured below:

Dawo Fikadu

Girshaa Gidduma

Guddisaa Filee

Mootii Guddisaa

Yaadoo Guddisaa (brother of above)

Dabbee Wayyumaa

Mr Amanu, an elderly man
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W.1 reported on Monday 16 October that Fano killed at least four civilians in Alibo village,
Jardega Jarte district, Horo Guduru during the preceding weekend 14/15 October, named:
Ababe Dhufera

Beshatu Gemechu

Mosisa Geleta

Ashenafi Kena

The informant believed more were killed but was unable to obtain more information because
most people had been displaced by Fano.

W.1 reported on 2 November that after two weeks of heavy fighting between OLA and
ENDF, there were reprisal attacks on 29 October on civilians in Horo Guduru with killings
and the burning of homes and property in Guduru (Kombolcha) district.

Four detainees in Nekemte, East Wallega were reported on 2 November to have been taken
from detention to an unknown place (W.1). The disappeared people were named:

Nebiyu Markos

Lelisa Leni

Solan Biratu

Damtu . ..

Four civilians were Killed as they left work at the Finca’a Sugar Factory, Horo Guduru,
during fighting between OLA and government forces on 20 November, according to Addis
Standard.*® They were named:

Bayisa Merga 50

Tolani Alemayehu, 37

Lemi Diriba, 35

Dofe Olana, 50

Thirteen civilians traveling from Korkobe village, Amuru district, Horo Guduru, to harvest
crops in Bure district, West Gojjam, Amhara Region, were Killed when the Sinotrack truck in
which they were travelling came under attack by Fano militia on 12 December. 3! Four,
including the owner of the truck, escaped by jumping from the vehicle. Several others were
injured. The 13 dead included farmers and businessmen. Among those killed were:
Tabsulo Dasale

Chala Dejash

Werkalem Sirabizu

Jaleta Zelalem

Arego Melesa

Gazu Teferra

Mola Addisu

Abeba Temesgen

30 https://addisstandard.com/news-four-civilians-killed-in-clashes-between-government-forces-and-ola-in-
sulula-fincha-district-of-oromia-
region/#:~:text=The%20conflict%2C%20which%20took%20place,0lana%20(50%20years%200ld).

31 https://addisstandard.com/news-tragic-ambush-by-armed-men-claims-13-lives-in-horo-guduru-wollega-

oromia-region/
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Buno Bedele

On 22 November, the OLA-affiliated Arraata Biyyoolessa Oromiyaa reported that at least 25
civilians were Killed in an ENDF drone strike in Chawaka district, Buno Bedele zone
(relayed by Addis Standard).3?

Qellem and West Wallega

Two young students, ‘Qeerroo’, on vacation from Ambo University,
were Killed by ENDF in their village, Shaapii, in Gidami district,
Qellem Wallega, on 14 September (W.1).

They were named Wangelu Solomon and Abram Tadese, one of
whom is pictured right.

Two young men were Killed by government forces in Abote village,
also in Gidami district, Qellem, on 20 September, named Y ooseef

Jaatoo Danuu (below left) and Bulaa Danuu Amantee (below right) (W.1).
)

r B S |
Informant W.1 reported that eight men were Killed in a single incident in Jarso Lalo, Guliso
district, West Wallega, on around 16 October. Over 20 ENDF soldiers
in four pickup trucks surrounded the house at 11.00 pm, broke in and
shot all eight dead. They had been informed that three ill OLA fighters
were being treated at the house, along with three ill civilians. They
were all in bed when they were shot. The householder, Tesfa Saqgata,
and his son were Killed in the shooting.

Informant W.1 reported the killing of an 80 year-old man (pictured
right) in Bila district, West Wallega, around the end of October. His
name was not given. | -

On 30 October, following a nearby clash between OLA and ENDF, two young Oromo men,
Abdissa and Waagene, were taken from their homes in Haro town, Gimbi district, and shot
dead by the government forces in reprisal for battlefield losses (W.1).

Informant W.1 also corroborated reports by Oromia Media Network of the killing of at least
nine church-goers who were abducted from church in Gidami district, Qellem, on Friday 24
November by ENDF.33

32 https://addisstandard.com/asdailyscoop-armed-group-renews-commitment-to-negotiation-amid-escalating-
hostilities-across-oromia/

3https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story fhid=pfbid02NDJ7CtoeY MXyoSTyYeAndLcSyFZ1KfjsfRdInYblc
Y4TNYpsLcvA2hwmj8hFDuXCl&id=100064662703541&mibextid=j9PdcG
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The government soldiers entered the Evangelical Church of Mekane Yesus in Maleko,
Gidami district, Qellem, late evening on Friday 24 November, during its monthly meeting of
fasting and prayers. They separated the men from the women. The soldiers beat the women
and girls and took away eleven young men, ‘all peaceful residents and students.” The bullet-
ridden bodies of nine of the young men were found three days later in the forest. Their
bibles had been thrown on top of them. Some of the young men are shown below, in life and
after being killed.

Malaria kills thousands: deaths under-reported. No emergency declared

A devastating malaria epidemic has claimed thousands of lives in a man-made disaster in
Western Oromia which has lasted several months and which has been largely ignored by
national and international agencies and media.

Eye-witness reports by informants W.1 and W.2 together with information published by
Addis Standard on 18 October,** and 15 November,3 the Oromo Relief Association, and by

34 https://addisstandard.com/news-analysis-malaria-wreaking-havoc-in-conflict-hit-western-oromia-at-least-45-
people-died-in-west-wollega-zone/
35 hitps://addisstandard.com/news-death-toll-from-malaria-outbreak-in-western-oromia-significantly-higher-opa/
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the Oromo Physicians Association on 7 November,2¢ have painted a much clearer picture of
the unfolding disaster than is apparent from government spokespersons and the UN
humanitarian agency, OCHA.

Ministry of Health: ‘No increase in mortality’

The OCHA report for Ethiopia on 31 October stated ‘Malaria cases in the Oromia [Region]
reached its peak with a reported more than 774,500 cases with 180 deaths between January
and September.’3” The 1 December report stated ‘Fifty percent of malaria cases are reported
from Oromia, with a large proportion from Western Oromia, followed by Amhara and
Southwest. About 2.9 million malaria cases were reported between 1 January and 29 October
2023, an increase of 25 percent from the previous month and higher than the number of
malaria cases reported in the same time period in seven years.’3® Deaths from malaria were
not however reported on 1 December.

On about 19 November, the Program Section Minister in the Ministry of Health, Dr Dereje

Duguma, who had worked in West Wallega in the past, stated on Ethiopian state television

that there has always been a problem with malaria in western Oromia and that, although the
incidence had slightly increased, there had been no increase in mortality.

However, an eye-witnesses interviewed in early October by Oromia Media Network recalled
that in a single small village in Begi district, West Wallega, consisting of only 70 households,
61 of those households had lost one or more family members to the disease. Some had lost
three and some had lost four.3® The Oromo Physicians Association, after visiting the area,
stated that death rates were very high and substantially under-reported.

The Addis Standard quoted the Begi district communication office, 30 September, stating all
the necessary measures were being taken to control the outbreak including spraying anti-
malaria chemicals, distribution of mosquito nets and providing necessary treatment for those
who fell ill.”

It is most likely that over 5000, probably twice that number, have died.

However, according to the Oromo Physicians Association, more than half the deaths at Begi
hospital were due to lack of adequate treatment. ‘ # :

Less than half of the deaths were in health facilities;
because they were inaccessible and because
treatment was simply not available at most. Addis
Standard reported that desperate farmers were
traveling up to 150km and were leasing their land to
buy treatment for up to 45,000 Birr.

- Two bodies in the grounds of a West
Visitors reported four deaths each day for four Wallega health centre.

months in Nejo hospital in West Wallega. Another
noted 14 deaths within two days in October in a single location in Begi district. With eight
hospitals in West Wallega and four in Qellem, and acknowledging the majority of deaths
occurred outside health facilities of any kind, it is most likely that over 5000, probably twice
that number, have died. The published figures grossly under-estimate the number of deaths.

36 https://www.facebook.com/share/p/RgNTEk5ze6QdSsa9/?mibextid=gi20mg

37 https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-situation-report-31-oct-2023

38 https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-situation-report-1-dec-2023
39 https://www.youtube.com/live/GBv608HKBIQ?si=rmcloxklv-GrT39n
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Particularly badly hit are the most western districts of Qellem and West Wallega. In the
whole of Oromia Region, 70% of cases are in these two zones. Particularly badly affected are
the districts of Babo Gambela, Begi, Qondala, Yubdo, Boji Cogorsa, Guliso, and Lalo Assabi
in West Wallega; and Dale Sadi, Lalo Kile, Gawo Qebe, Dale Wabara, Canga, and Hawa
Galana districts of Qellem Wollega.

Begi and Qondala districts of West Wallega which host over 60,000 IDPs, are the most
severely affected of all with malaria and with malnutrition, according to the Oromo
Physicians Association.

There are many reasons for such a high rate of mortality, most of which are listed in the
quoted reports. The insecurity of living under Command Post rule and the freezing of
commerce, business and farming activity is blamed by the government and OCHA on the
conflict with OLA. But Command Posts appeared first in West Wallega, at the end of 2018,
when OLA had not yet started to be active. Military rule was established to wipe out the
Qeerroo movement and its effect on local economy and infrastructure was well underway
before there was significant resistance from OLA.

Now, there is starvation in Western Oromia, an area which has traditionally helped to feed
other areas affected by food shortage.

High rates of severe malnutrition, especially in the under-fives, and severe anaemia both
reflect government-induced destitution across the four Wallega zones and partly explain the
impact of the malaria parasite in 2023. It is hard to know if drug-resistance or chronic ill-
health is responsible for the poor response to treatment which has been reported by Oromo
health professionals.

There has been no preventive health care for mothers and babies nor any vaccination
programme since 2018. Children and lactating mothers are particularly badly affected. A
measles epidemic ravaged the area earlier in the year because of the low vaccination rate.
Control of mosquitoes by spraying, normally two or three times each year, has not been done
for five years.

Hospitals are lacking life-saving drugs and equipment. Health Centres are designed to cater
for 15-25,000 people. Under each of these are meant to be 3-5 health posts (one per 3,500),
from which public health measures are maintained, including antenatal and maternal health
and vaccination programmes. But now, facilities are destroyed, commandeered as military
quarters or without resources.

Spatial Map: Malaria Case Loads at Different Zones in Oromia Region, Week 38, 2023
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In West Wallega, 20% of health centres and 61% of health posts are closed and 36
ambulances destroyed or commandeered by ENDF. In Qellem, 42% of health centres and
41% of health posts are closed and 12 ambulances destroyed or unavailable. Health centres
and health posts which are open have insufficient supplies and staff.

A large population of IDPs is exacerbating the health situation and the shortage of resources.
There are 1.4 million IDPs in Oromia Region, 83% of whom are in the four Wallega zones.
There were 183,000 in West Wallega, especially in Gimbi, Mana Sibu, Begi and Qondala
districts, of whom 80% were hosted by community members in rural areas. Another 61,000
IDPs were transferred to West Wallega from Benishangul-Gumuz region in early October,
increasing the number of IDPs in the zone to 244,000, almost one quarter of a million.
Another 84,000 IDPs are in Qellem, especially in Dembi Dollo and Sayo districts.

The IDPs are destitute. One in Begi district told an OSG informant that his family was given
5kg of maize which was expected to last seven months.

Residents report not being reached by international, national or local NGOs until social media
campaigns encouraged and empowered local NGOs and the Oromo Physicians Association to
provide help.

There has been and is deliberate government prevention of information reaching international
attention and there is evidence that the Oromo Health Bureau and OCHA are bowing to this
pressure. It is a government decision to withhold the publication of accurate death rates and it
is noticeable that many of the health professionals and officials quoted in Addis Standard
requested anonymity, presumably because of the danger of reprisals.

In its appeal, the Oromo Physicians Association states it has deployed volunteers to the worst
affected districts and calls for all concerned bodies to contribute:

Provision of anti-malaria drugs, laboratory reagents, and RDT/microscopy that can be
delivered to Begi hospital and other health centres in the impacted areas.

Malaria-prevention activities like anti-malaria spraying, bed net distribution, and health
education for the hotspot woredas.

Nutrition and logistic support for emergency food aid and a targeted supplementary feeding
program for the highly impacted woredas.

The Oromia Physicians Association may be contacted via opasecretariatl@gmail.com or by

telephone at +251 911 513372; +251 111 262169; or +251 910 131715
Severely malnourished infants in West Wallega, October 2023.
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