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Killings and destruction by ENDF and Fano

OSG Report 65 documents killings and destruction of homes, properties, productive capacity
and livelihoods of Oromo civilians by Fano in acts of ethnic cleansing, and by Ethiopian
government forces to remove the support base of the Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) — to
‘drain the ocean to kill the fish’.

OSG has now recorded 5,425 Oromo civilians killed under the rule of PM Abiy Ahmed since
the end of 2018.! This is a small fraction of the total. Where information is more
systematically collected, many more abuses are reported (see p.17), but even then, data are
far from complete.

Most killings, over 3,300, were in the last two years. Of these, over 1,330 were in the four
Wallega zones and more than 1,380 were in North and West Showa.

Fano and other Amhara forces were responsible for most of the 740 killed in Oromia Special
Zone, Amhara region, from 2021 to 2023, and almost all 960 killed in Horo Guduru and East
Wallega zones since the beginning of 2022.

The same forces have been responsible for killings and ethnic cleansing in East Showa but
the killing there of Karrayyu Gadaa leaders in 2021, most of the deaths in North and West
Showa, and the majority of at least 1,200 killings in Qellem and West Wallega since early
2020 have been at the hands of government security forces, operating from Command Posts
in the case of Qellem and West Wallega zones.

Fano forces continue to attack and kill Oromo from the Oromia Zone within Amhara Region,
attacking settlements and travellers to and from the enclave (see pp.9-10), and in territories in
Oromia Region which are adjacent to Amhara Region (Horo Guduru and East Wallega —
pp-12-13; East Showa — p.12, and Southwest Showa— p.10).

The killings of unarmed civilians have often been accompanied by extreme cruelty and
vicious intent by Fano and by ENDF (see pp. 20-22). Yet, received wisdom is that Oromo
forces are making unprovoked attacks on innocent Amhara populations in and around the
edges of Amhara Region. This disinformation emanates from the Amhara diaspora,
journalists who are unfairly influenced by them, Amhara academics, and biased national and
international human rights bodies (see below).

! Figures in the OSG Submission to the 55" Session of the Human Rights Council, 19 February 2024, pp.29-32,
are lower because they do not include killings detailed in this report.



The failed state of Ethiopia

The European Parliament Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs in a joint session with the
Committee on Development and the Subcommittee on Human Rights on 13 February,?
painted a grim picture of Ethiopia’s failure as a state. Expert Dr Susan Vaughan, who first
visited northern Ethiopia in 1988, said of her most recent visit at the end of 2023 that she had
never seen the rural economy in such a desperate state.

Dr Vaughan testified that the sovereignty of Ethiopia was failing, reflected in disputes with
Sudan and Egypt over Nile waters and Abiy’s ‘sabre-rattling” over access to the sea and the
hostile response from Somalia, African Union and Arab League to its Memorandum of
Understanding with Somaliland to build a port and naval base there.

Ethiopia’s economy is also failing. Agricultural and industrial output has been crippled by
internal conflicts. Its citizens are destitute. Inflation is over 30%. (Fitch Ratings downgraded
Ethiopia’s credit rating to CC — ‘junk territory’ in December.®) Vaughan said Ethiopia is
failing politically too, as Abiy’s support base is shrinking. It has failed as well in delivery —
of education, health system, and in agricultural and humanitarian relief. There is widespread
‘inertia, corruption and collapse at the micro level.’

Unresolved conflicts, she said, are draining the country’s resources and boosting human
rights abuses. There is no internet and no journalists are allowed into Amhara or Oromia and
nearly one million IDPs have still not returned to Tigray, where the government continues to
wage ‘war by other means.’

Dr Vaughan was correct. Fano control much of rural Amhara Region and OLA controls much
of Oromia, able to close roads in and out of Finfinnee on several occasions at will in January
and February, with the cooperation and blessing of nearly all Oromo.

The suffering of its civilians is Ethiopia’s greatest failure. As later pointed out to the EU
committees by Frederick Lee-Ohlsson, Director of World Food Program Brussels office,
there are 4.5 million long-term displaced people in Ethiopia, 20 million in need of essential
humanitarian assistance and 15.8 million food insecure requiring food aid throughout this
year. In addition, one million in southern Ethiopia are grappling with the worst drought in 40
years, with six consecutive seasons of reduced or absent rainfall, increasing in duration and
frequency due to climate change.

The nerve centre — Koree Nageenyaa

The Prosperity Party government is responsible for these manifold crises, either directly or
indirectly — by creating the conditions which allow these failures to happen, or by failing to
mitigate their worst effects. The controlling nerve centre of the government is a small
secretive group of Prosperity Party leaders answerable only to PM Abiy Ahmed.

The exposure of this security committee — Koree Nageenyaa in Oromo — by Reuters on 23
February,* has confirmed reports by OSG and others of Abiy Ahmed’s determination to use
any possible means to exterminate peaceful opposition and any challenge to his authority.

2 https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/joint-committee-on-foreign-affairs-and-committee-on-
development-and-subcommittee-on-human-rights 20240213-1115-COMMITTEE-AFET-DEVE-DROI

3 https://www.eepa.be//wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Situation-Report-EEPA-Horn-No.-506-20-December-
2023.pdf

4 In Ethiopia, a secret committee orders killings and arrests to crush rebels. A Reuters investigation.

Giulia Paravicini, 23 February 2024, https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/ethiopia-violence-
committee/#:~:text=A%20secretive%20committee%200f%20senior,a%20R euters%20investigation%20has%20
found.
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The ICHREE enquiry by the UN, which was prematurely terminated in September 2023,°
despite its severe limitations, broke new ground in publicising abuses in Oromia. It exposed
cracks in the edifice of Ethiopia’s validity as a state. The February Reuters report, with its
well-researched revelations about the Koree Nageenyaa, marked a seismic shift in reporting
on Ethiopia, which has hitherto been dogged by selective bias and disinformation.

Since the release of its report, Reuters has moved its office from Finfinnee to Nairobi.
Selective bias and disinformation

Abuses in Oromia go unreported but those in Amhara Region receive attention. For example,
mass executions of Fano suspects reach international media and attract calls from the US
embassy for their investigation,® but such executions of Oromo, which have been a common
occurrence since early 2019, have been largely ignored.” Drone strikes in Amhara Region are
covered,® but less often those in Oromia. Amnesty International reports extrajudicial killings
and the arrest of journalists and politicians in Amhara Region,’ but has been silent about
killings and arrests in Oromia since 2020.

Other examples of such selective reporting include EEPA, 26 February, which included the
arrest of journalist Antoine Galindo while interviewing an OLF official but omitted to report
the arrest of the OLF official being interviewed, Bate Urgessa (p.8).

Selection bias also applies to OCHA reports on humanitarian needs in Oromia Region, where
last year’s devastating malaria epidemic was virtually ignored. '

There is bias as well as selective reporting when news is reported from Oromia. Even when
EEPA covered the Reuters report on the Koree Nageenyaa, it reiterated an unfounded claim
that OLA was responsible for killing four Ethiopian Orthodox priests.!! The Guardian UK
newspaper, in its scant coverage of Ethiopia, reiterated Amhara claims of OLA making the

countryside around Finfinnee unsafe because of an ‘epidemic of kidnappings’.'?

One of the most serious effects of distorted and disinformative reporting is the effect of
Ambhara propaganda on UNHCR decision-making. Refugees are being refused mandate
refugee status at least in Egypt and Somaliland on the basis that Oromo are now safe in
Ethiopia, merely because Abiy Ahmed is part Oromo (see pp.32-39).

> OSG Report 64, pp.6-10. https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list’OSG-Report-64.pdf
¢ https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2024/feb/12/dozens-of-civilians-killed-by-ethiopian-state-
troops-in-amhara-region-say-reports; https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/2/13/ethiopian-forces-killed-at-
least-45-citizens-in-amhara-rights-body-says

7 For example, 11 in Qellem Wallega, November 2023, OSG Report 64, p.23; 16 in East Showa, April 2022,
Report 60, p.5; 18 in North Showa, May 2022, Report 60, p.5; 27 in Horo Guduru, May 2022, Reports 60,
pp-23-24, and 63, p.28; over 50 in Gambella, June 2022, Report 62, pp29-30.

8 https://www.eepa.be//wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Situation-Report-EEPA-Horn-No.-521-26-February-
2024.docx.pdf

? https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/02/ethiopia-end-extrajudicial-executions-in-amhara-region-
bring-perpetrators-to-
justice/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CEthiopian%?20authorities%20must%20ensure%20that,t0%20regional %20and %20
international%20scrutiny and https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/02/ethiopia-authorities-must-stop-
using-state-of-emergency-law-to-silence-peaceful-dissent/

100SG Report 64, pp.23-26.

1 https://www.eepa.be//wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Situation-Report-EEPA-Horn-No.-521-26-February-
2024.docx.pdf

12 https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2024/jan/23/im-scared-to-leave-addis-ababa-ethiopias-
oromia-region-gripped-by-kidnapping-pandemic
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Fano escapes criticism

However, when there are reports about Fano, the reverse applies. Amhara influence is
apparent in news reports on the Fano insurgency in Amhara Region, active since August
2023. A Reuters report on 2 February, '3 elaborates on government abuses in Amhara Region
and writes ‘the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission has documented a range of alleged
abuses in the Amhara conflict, most of which it has attributed to government forces’. Fano is
not named and shamed.

Selective reporting about Fano extends into academia too. Academics at the University of
Gondar wrote about the history and structure of Fano, its nine different factions and some of
its killings of pro-government officials and collaborators with ENDF,'* but made no mention
of Fano attacks on Oromo villagers in Wollo, Horo Guduru, East Wallega and East Showa, or
on Tigrayans in Western Tigray. The authors merely claimed that Fano is defending innocent
Ambhara civilians. These scholars write for the ‘Peace Research Facility’ which is run by Rift
Valley University and funded by the UK government.

The final twist and spin

Ethioforum, an Amhara agency, broadcast on 3 March a video comparing the Prosperity
Party government of Abiy Ahmed to the Nazi government of Germany and the Koree
Nageenyaa to the SS.'°

However, instead of pointing out that the prime targets of the Koree Nageenyaa are Oromo
youth, Qeerroo, and the civilian support base for OLA, which is comparable to government
persecution of Fano and its support base, Fano and its supporters in the Amhara diaspora,
including the Amhara Association of America, have spun the narrative. They now conflate
their hatred of Oromo with their hatred of Abiy Ahmed’s Prosperity Party. Fano justifies its
attacks on Oromo civilians in and around Amhara Region because it claims Abiy Ahmed
represents Oromo interests.

The vehemence of this hatred and the strength of Amhara disinformation is apparent in public
denouncements of the OLF and OLA, and their conflation with pro-government Oromo
Special Forces, by Amhara testimonies before US politicians. Testimonies to Santa Barbara
County, California, which passed a resolution ‘in support of the Amhara people’ on 27
February, portrayed Amhara as innocent victims of atrocities performed by the OLF and
OLA, including ‘gruesome mass killings.” !¢

Risk of genocide and atrocity crimes

As noted in OSG’s recent submission to the UN Human Rights Council, ‘observers fear’ that

the presence of Oromo soldiers in government forces in Amhara Region could escalate to ‘an

Oromo-Ambhara conflict, with possible mass violence’.!”

13 https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/ethiopia-extends-state-emergency-amhara-2024-02-
02/#:~:text=ADDIS%20ABABA%2C%20Feb%202%20(Reuters,of%20widespread%20human%20rights%20ab
uses

14 Understanding the Fano insurgency in Ethiopia’s Amhara Region. A. Necho and Y. Debebe, February 2024,
Rift Valley Institute, Peace Research Facility. https://riftvalley.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Understanding-
the-Fano-Insurgency_final.pdf

15 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_PPr4057-c

16 HNN News, from 21m.34s. to 24m.20s into the broadcast,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hoVjimYoFvM

17 https://www.eepa.be//wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Situation-Report-EEPA-Horn-No.-484-2-October-

2023.pdf
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Although there are Oromo in the government and armed forces, it is dangerous and
inflammatory to conflate their interests with the desire of the overwhelming majority of
Oromo for peace and equality. Large scale inter-ethnic conflict between the two largest
peoples of Ethiopia — Oromo and Amhara — must be avoided at all costs.

Unbalanced reportage must not be added to the substantial and growing list of risk factors for
genocide and atrocity crimes in Ethiopia, including widespread hate speech, which were
noted by the UN Human Rights Council.'®

Ethiopia’s Amhara supremacist power structure; USA clutches at straws; complete
rebuild necessary

Reuters exposed the rotten core of the zero-sum power imbalance in Ethiopia in its ground-
breaking article on the Koree Nageenyaa. As Abiy Ahmed attempts to take on the Amhara-
dominated establishment, with its ownership of Ethiopia’s banking system, agriculture and
industry and its influence at the UN, WHO, World Bank and other international institutions,
the US administration clings to the impossibility of a meaningful process of transitional
justice, led by him. This is clutching at straws.

The power structure of Ethiopia needs a complete overhaul. There is no point in merely
changing the actors in the play, as attempted by the TPLF, with US, UK and EU backing in
1991. The whole theatre needs to be rebuilt. Civilians in all Ethiopia’s regions, its grassroots,
must be empowered to rebuild Ethiopia. Civil society must be strengthened and allowed to
decide the country’s future — its political system and its rulers — with international assistance,
but not foreign interference.

A government employee wrote from Oromia on 28 December ‘Recently, there has been
extensive burning of the houses and harvest of innocent people, like in Arsi (Shirka district),
Horo Guduru, West Showa (Ada'a Berga, Meta Robi, Jaldu and Cophi districts) and North
Showa (Dhara and Dagam districts etc.) Apart from Dhara in North Showa, which is done by
Fano, this all is done by government armed forces.’

Meanwhile, Abiy Ahmed awards a medal of honour to the CEO of the Turkish drone
manufacturer BAYKAR, ! and receives an award himself from the Food and Agriculture
Organisation for his ‘contribution to rural and economic development in Ethiopia’.?° Perhaps
he will put it on a shelf next to his Nobel Peace Prize.

18 The acute risk of further atrocity crimes in Ethiopia: an analysis. A/HRC/54/CRP.2, 3 October 2023.
19 https://www.eepa.be//wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Situation-Report-EEPA-Horn-No.-506-20-December-

2023.pdf
20 hitps://www.hrw.org/mews/2024/01/30/un-food-award-ethiopias-premier-ignores-wartime-abuses
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Finfinnee: Re-arrest of Bate Urgessa

Bate Urgessa, Political Officer and central committee member of the
OLF, was arrested again on 22 February together with Africa
Intelligence journalist Antoine Galindo.?!

They were taken from a hotel where Antoine Galindo, who had
lived in Ethiopia from 2013 to 2017, was interviewing Obbo Bate.

Galindo, who was in Finfinnee to cover the AU Summit had been
granted permission to interview politicians and diplomats in the
following week. The OLF has been a legal party in Ethiopia since
renouncing violence and returning to Ethiopia in 2018. Nonetheless,
the journalist was accused of ‘gathering information about
Ethiopia’s internal politics.’

Bate Urgessa became severely ill in detention in 2022, after being
held in foul conditions with OLF colleagues in numerous official
and unofficial places of detention, where they were often held
incommunicado, since his arrest in March 2021, when he was
visiting OLF leaders in Burayu Police Station.

His release was ordered by Oromia Special Zone Court, Burayu Chamber, later that month,
but he remained in detention. The release of Obbo Bate and other OLF officials was ordered
by Lideta Federal High Court in May 2021 but they were re-arrested as they left Kilinto
prison next morning. The men were transferred to Awash Melkasa military training camp
near Adama, East Showa, where Bate was brutally assaulted by other prisoners, receiving
head and facial injuries.

Bate returned to Burayu Police Station where he joined other OLF detainees in a hunger
strike to protest conditions of detention in February 2022. Unsurprisingly, because of the filth
and deprivation in which they were held, six were flown by helicopter for resuscitation in
Lideta Federal Police Hospital after only two weeks of the hunger strike. Obbo Bate was
found to have Hepatitis B. Although he, Mikael Boran and Kenassa Ayana were very ill, all
six were returned to Burayu next day, against medical advice.

Requests to test the others for Hepatitis were initially refused. Bate and Kenassa attended
hospital on several occasions over the following two weeks and Bate was released from
detention, on a stretcher, on 12 March 2022.

His fellow detainees, Abdi Regassa, Dawit Abdeta, Lammi Begna, Mikael Boran, Kenassa
Ayana, Gaada Gebissa and Gaada Oljira were secretly transferred to Dukem, 37 km southeast
of Finfinnee, in April 2023, one day before they were to be visited by officials from the
National Election Board of Ethiopia. Kenassa Ayana is unable to move without crutches or a
wheelchair. He has liver complications from diabetes and developed orthopaedic problems
after being imprisoned. Gaada Gebissa has Hepatitis B, for which he should be receiving
medication.

Journalist Antoine Galindo was released on 29 February and allowed to leave the country.
The Committee to Protect Journalists writes that Ethiopia is the third worst country in Africa
for detaining journalists (after Eritrea and Egypt), with eight currently in detention.

Bate Urgessa remains in detention.

21 https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/03/04/ethiopias-deepening-crackdown-dissent
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Wollo

Eviction orders for IDPs in North Wollo, Amhara Region

Addis Standard 20 December 2023 reported that
10,000 Oromo from East Wallega and other zones in
Oromia, who were sheltering in Jara IDP camp in
North Wollo, Amhara Region, since fleeing from
conflict in 2018 and later, were given a ‘stern
directive demanding that these already vulnerable
individuals vacate the premises quickly, once again

t subjecting them to a state of uncertainty.” The order
came after an agreement between Prosperity Party officials in Amhara and Oromia regions.
The IDPs were refusing to move because of continuing insecurity in East Wallega.

Oromo killed by Fano in Showa Robit and Oromia Zone

OSG reporters and the OLF-OLA have confirmed social media reports of the killing of eight
Oromo civilians travelling from Finfinnee (Addis Ababa), returning to their homes in
Kemise, in the Oromia Zone (Wollo) of Amhara Region, on 23 February.

According to OLF-OLA, all eight were teachers, and this was implied by a survivor, himself
a teacher, whose interview was posted on social media. However, at least two other reports,
including Addis Standard,? state that three of the victims were women returning to Wollo
from working as domestic servants in the Middle East.

Fano fighters stopped passenger vehicles around Debre Sina, 32 km south of Showa Robit,
North Showa, and imprisoned the nine victims for four days during which at least some,
including the surviving teacher, were beaten. They were then gathered together and executed
during the night on 23 February at Showa Robit, according ‘

to the testimony of the survivor, who ran before the
shooting began. Eight were killed.

Videos show at least three of the bodies and identifying
documents belonging to at least four, being held by an
Amhara Region policeman:
Gamachu Kassahun

Tolassa Kuruu

Ephirem Endarew (or Endalehu)
Ahimed Awol

"

Gammachuu Kaasaahun
B/saa Herregaa

22 https://addisstandard.com/news-command-post-imposes-ban-after-militiamen-brutally-killed-8-civilians-in-
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The Addis Standard also named Idris Mohammed and confirmed that all of the victims were
Oromo. They were identified by their ID cards before being taken away and killed.

The Central Showa military Command Post stopped further movement on the road between
Debre Berhan and Dessie.

As noted by OSG in previous reports and stated by Addis Standard, 18 were killed by Fano in
Artuma Fursi district, Oromia Zone, in November 2023, dozens were killed in Jille
Dhummuga district in January 2023, 17 were killed in July 2022 and dozens more executed
by Fano in ‘gruesome violence’ in Kolash, a border area between Showa Robit and Wasen
Qurqur in Oromia Zone, in April 2022.

Twelve: nine women and three children were shot dead by Fano in a single home in
Naannoftuu Nageesso village, Wollo, on 11 March (W.1). Seven of them were named:

Said Abbagar Shindee Xaahir
Said Ahmad Abbaattee Jemaal Ahmed
Sarboo Aliyii Dagaa Ahmed Umar

Sarboo Huwiidee J [
On 12 March, Fano Kkilled one teenage boy, two children and > "

one woman in an attack in Batu, Wollo (W.1)
Homes of farmers burnt

A photograph of the homes of farmers in Oromia Zone, in Wollo,
was sent to OSG on 4 March (right).

They were burnt by ‘neighbouring Amharas’ who attacked with
‘weapons given to them by the Federal Government of Amhara
Region.’

Showa — North, West, Southwest, East: killings, burning, looting

W.1 reported that two Qeerroo (Oromo youth) were killed by ENDF in Tajii district,
Southwest Showa, on 4 January:

Nagao Dhinsa

Dilii Olaansaa

W.1 also named two of three youngsters killed by ENDF on 14 January at 01 kebele, Tulu
Bolo town, Southwest Showa:

Gezagn Hunduma (Qeerroo)

Ms Tsehay Bent (Qarre)

According to him, the violence at the hands of ENDF was worse in West Showa than in any
other zone of Oromia.

Another local informant reported that the School Director and four teachers were shot
dead in mid-January in front of a school in Shanan, a small town near the border of West
Showa with Jimma zone. They were killed because they were suspected of ‘siding with
OLA’.

W.1 reported that there was a drone attack on civilians in Dire Inchini district, about 40 km
south of Ambo, on 7 February. He did not know the number of casualties.

There were more drone strikes in the districts of Jaldu, Gindeberet and Jibat of West Showa
around 15-16 February (coincident with a strike in Kombolcha district, Horo Guduru zone).
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Between 13-15 February, a woman in her sixties was dragged out of her home in Jibat town,
Dire Inchini district, West Showa, and shot dead because she was suspected of helping or
feeding OLA (W.1). ‘Out of many lives lost, this is confirmed.’

Heavy fighting in West Showa continued at least until 23 February, in the districts of Jaldu,
Gindeberet and Dire Inchini, and in Meta Walkite, in Mugar district.

Throughout this reporting period, the ENDF have been ‘stealing and looting cattle’.

Addis Standard reported, 9 March,? attacks by Fano on three kebeles in Dara district of
North Showa on 7 March. Nine villagers, including an 11 year-old girl, Shetaye Dubale,
were Kkilled and many houses were burned in Manketa Wario. Houses were destroyed and
those unable to flee, children and elderly, were abducted from Woren Gabro. Homes were
razed and over 400 cattle were taken from Jiru Deda, from where many fled into ‘a desert
area called Abote’.

The online magazine previously reported two days of attacks by Fano in Dara district on 24
and 25 December, killing 18 and severely injuring six, in the villages of Godima Sosorka and
Kara Mitikora.?* Heavy artillery was used in the attacks which also included Ilu Goda Chafe
and Denu Wobenso villages. Fifty cattle were stolen. Fano crossed into the district one month
previously and set up a base in Ilu Goda Chafe. The militants established themselves in 10 of
the district’s 41villages, resulting in the shutting of all schools in Dara, except in the district
administrative centre, Gundo Meskel.

Civilian human shields used by ENDF

In heavy fighting between OLA and ENDF in West Showa, in November and December
2023, ENDF occupied civilian areas of towns west and south of Ambo and Guder. Local
sources reported government soldiers taking up positions with heavy weapons within the
compounds of private homes. For up to seven hours, residents were exposed to gunfire and
unable to move between properties to get essential items such as infant milk formula, food
and water.

One family, now living with relatives in Ambo, described being forced to lie on the ground
with their two-year old infant, while bullets ripped through the walls of their home, only two
or three feet above them. When they emerged hours later, they found their roof and walls
riddled with bullet holes, a ‘mountain’ of spent bullets and some live ammunition outside
their door, and dead soldiers in their compound.

ENDF soldiers included many Oromo conscripts early on, in October, but most were Amhara
or from SNNPR and other southern regions in following months. Government forces still
occupy towns, especially during daylight hours, but tend to withdraw to barracks at night.
OLA forces enter towns, including the city of Ambo, at night; unaccosted by government
soldiers, who try to avoid them.

Civilians are often challenged and accused of supporting OLA. They are threatened and told
to leave towns. OLA is ‘highly respected’ and obeyed, when calling for market shutdowns
and road closures. Informants claim ‘No question: everybody loves OLA.” However, they
fear that if OLA occupies their towns they will be subjected to aerial bombardment with
drones.

2 https://addisstandard.com/news-violent-attack-in-north-shewas-dara-district-claims-nine-lives-displaces-
residents/
2 https://addisstandard.com/news-violent-militant-assault-in-north-shewas-dara-district-results-in- 1 8-deaths-

six-injuries/
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East Showa: killings, displacement

Addis Standard reported that four Ethiopian Orthodox priests were abducted from Zequala
Abune Gebre Menfes Kidus Monastery in East Showa, about 30 km southwest of Bishoftu by
‘armed militants’ on 20 February and killed. Oromia Regional authorities blamed ‘OLF-
Shane’.?> The OLF denounced the killings and called for an independent investigation and
full cooperation from OLA.2°

On 27 February, OMN reported the mass displacement of
Karrayyu by Fano from two kebeles, Haroo Qarsa and
Halaka, in Fantale district one week previously, on 20
February. Over 233 homes were burnt down and four
villagers were killed. The other inhabitants had fled. With
an average occupancy of more than five per hut, over 1,000
must have been displaced. Their place of worship — ‘the
house of Waageffanna’ was also destroyed.?’

The area was desecrated with the massacre of 14 spiritual
leaders in December 2021.%28 The Karrayyu territory
includes the main highway east to Djibouti and is a
strategically important arterial supply to Ethiopia. Fano
and other Amhara militia have been displacing Karrayyu
from their heartland for several years. Mount Fantale is
shown in the background (right).

Horo Guduru and East Wallega: Killings, burning, IDPs

Reuters reported on 28 December that a drone strike Christmas Day morning on a church
compound in Horo Guduru zone killed eight people and injured five. They had gathered at
the Baro Full Gospel Church to gather corn in a nearby field. The dead included two deacons
and two musicians in the church band and a singer in the choir.?

Local informant W.1 reported on 9 January that two civilians were killed in a drone attack in
Dadu village, Kombolcha district, Horo Guduru, on 8 January:

Henok Abebe and Gemechu Olkeba

There was another drone strike in Kombolcha district, on 10 January. Casualties were not
known.

W.1 informed OSG on 15 January that in Horo Guduru, ‘all maize, cows and houses are
being fired by this government’.

He reported on 23 February that there had been several days of heavy fighting, with
deployment of tanks and drones for several days from around 14 February in Horo Guduru
zone, around Dadu, Kombolcha and Sulula Finca’a. Three sugar cane villages in the Finca’a
valley area around the sugar factory (which has been shut for 4 months) were hit by two

25 https://addisstandard.com/news-ethiopian-orthodox-church-said-four-priests-from-zequala-monastery-killed-
in-attack-by-armed-group/

26 https://addisstandard.com/news-olf-calls-for-independent-investigation-into-recent-killing-of-eotc-priests/

27 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dw1xweliC8M

28 https://africanarguments.org/2022/03/ethiopia-forgotten-minority-who-will-be-the-voice-for-karrayyu/

See also https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Karrayyu-Massacre-Report-14-January-

22.pdf
2 https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/aerial-strike-ethiopia-church-grounds-kills-eight-witnesses-2023-12-28/
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drone attacks, killing two civilians, wounding seven more and killing cattle. There were two
drone strikes in West Showa around the same time.

Government troops attacked many villages, burning at least 25 homes, in reprisal for losses
against OLA.

There was heavy fighting in East Wallega too, in Nuna Qumbi, and in Anno town and district
(near to Bako).

Amhara militia, described as ‘not Fano, but organised by government’ looted cattle and crops
around Agamsa. It appears that government forces impersonate Fano as well as OLA. It was
reported that the government continues to arm Amhara villagers and to disarm Oromo
villagers, especially in border areas like Agamsa. Amhara IDPs were said to be returning to
villages, encouraged by the government, more than Oromo, in Sire, East Wallega, and in
Tolle, just over the zone border in Southwest Showa. Returns to Horo Guduru are less
because of fighting between OLA and ENDF.

The IDPs cleared in September 2023 from Shambu bus station in Horo Guduru zone and
from Nekemte in East Wallega are dispersed and sleeping rough around the towns or
surrounding villages, not returning to their own villages.

Killings by Fano in Gida Ayana, East Wallega

Several sources reported that 5 or 7 Oromo were killed in Dicho, Gida Ayana district, by
Fano militia on 28 February.

Initial reports were circulated with a false image purported to be of a
group killing from elsewhere in Ethiopia taken one or two years ago.

Dicho is the place where 31-34 civilians were killed by Fano militia in
September 2023 (see OSG Report 64, p.19).

Three of the 5-7 killed on 28 February were named by former Qeerroo
activist, OSG reporter Ibrahim Sadan Sheikhal, from Cairo:

Dr Eebbaa Fufaa (above right), a medical doctor

born in Warro village, Lammu Galila district, East

Wallega, working in Gida Ayana. ’Q
't

Fayyisa Galatuu (far right), born in Sagiro Gudina
village, Haro Limmu district, East Wallega.

Qalbessa Birhanuu (near right), born in Wajja
village, Gida Ayana district.

Rape in IDP camps

An in-depth article in Addis Standard at the beginning of March ‘Silent Suffering: Tales of
gender-based violence echo across conflict hit Western Oromia’*’ described Fano attacks on
villages in Jardega Jarte district, Horo Guduru zone, in September 2023 forcing survivors to
become IDPs.

An 18 year-old interviewee described being gang-raped by Fano during two months of
captivity by the group before arriving in Shambu Hospital where she remains severely
traumatised. She is reported to have developed epilepsy as a result of her trauma.

30 https://addisstandard.com/in-depth-silent-suffering-tales-of-gender-based-violence-echo-across-conflict-hit-
western-oromia/
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There were ‘numerous instances of gender-based violence’ in IDP camps in Oromia. At one
camp in Jardega Jarte district, a 32 year-old mother of nine recounted the killing of her
husband by Fano when they were fleeing from Harar Jarso village in Amuru district in
September 2022. She was gang-raped in November 2023 at the IDP camp, which was
described as lacking ‘adequate provisions of food, sanitation facilities and medical care.’

Addis Standard reported that ‘approximately 1.4 million IDPs currently inhabit 141 camps
distributed across 11 zones and 96 districts within the Oromia region’ and 753,674 were
located in the four zones of Western Oromia. There was widespread destruction of homes,
public properties, schools, health facilities and ‘essential public infrastructure’ as millions
have been compelled to abandon their villages in Oromia region.

There is a severe humanitarian crisis in IDP centres in Western Oromia ‘notably in the East
Wollega, West Wollega, Kellem Wollega, and Horo Guduru Wollega zones, where relief
efforts are hindered by persistent security challenges.” This is ‘exacerbated by the escalating
occurrences of gender-based violence, including incidents of rape.’

‘Government-sponsored forced repatriations have further intensified the crisis, compelling
IDPs to resort to street begging.’

Interviews were conducted in other IDP centres. One 20 year-old interviewee was an 11

grade student when forced to flee from Arro village in Kiramu district, East Wallega, during
2023. She was raped after three months in an IDP centre, a former school in Shambu town,
Horo Guduru. Many have been raped there.

Neither government nor NGOs are giving adequate attention to the problem of gender-based
violence in IDP camps, reported Addis Standard.

According to the 1 March OCHA report,*! there are 4.4 million IDPs in Ethiopia, of whom
1.5 million are in Oromia, 950,000 in Tigray, over 265,000 in Central, South and Southwest
Ethiopia, 200,000 in Afar, and 66,153 in Amhara regions. The highest IDP caseloads were in
Somali, Tigray and Oromia regions.

Within Oromia, an estimated 543,000 IDPs ‘affected by hostilities live in dire conditions’ in
the ‘southern zones of East Borana, Guji and West Guji.” There were ‘close to 794,000 IDPs
in the four Wallega zones (West, East Qellem and Horo Guduru) and up to 172,000 in East
and West Hararge. North and West Showa were also affected.

Qellem and West Wallega: Killings

W.1 reported two Qeerroo (pictured right) killed by
ENDF in Agemsa Bella, Mandi district, West
Wallega, on 3 January:

Wasanuu Hunduma

Gemechis Teferi

On 19 January, W.1 reported the killing that day of
two more Qeerroo in Mana Sibu district of West
Wallega:

Jiba Merga

Dabalo Korsa

31 https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-situation-report-1-mar-2024
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On Friday 16 February, in Chole town, Gimbi district, West Wallega, a husband and wife,
Mengistu Qana (in his 50s) and Tewabich Daafa (in her 40s) were taken from their home
and shot dead by ENDF operating from a nearby command post, leaving their four small
children orphaned. They were accused by government spies of helping OLA. Their bodies
were left for two days before permission was given for them to be buried.

Mengistu was a trader/broker and Tewabich was a small-scale saleswoman. (W.1 reportmg
on 23 February) /)

On 19 February, in 05 kebele of Chewaka, just over the West Wallega
zonal border in Buna Bedele zone, two more young men were killed
by ENDF (W.1):

Adugna Mitiku

Mohammed Ali

On 24 or 25 February, the young man shown right, from Haro Saba
district, Qellem Wallega, was killed by ENDF. W.1 was unable to
ascertain his name.

Beebii Mosisaa (right), a Qeerroo from Gimbi, it
West Wallega, was killed by ENDF on or A,
around 1 March (W.1).

Waageffannaa followers killed by Muslim
extremists

The Western Centre of the Waaqeffannaa
Religion Followers Association reported the
killing of two followers of the traditional Oromo
monotheist religion, on 1 March. In Tullu Bandara
village in Begi district, West Wallega, the Wayu
(leader of the Galma), Muhad Abera, unable to run
because of a deformed leg, and a woman follower
(Waageffattu), Anniyyaa/Ayantu Kawaja, were killed
with ‘knives/swords’. They were then covered in oil
and set on fire, together with the village Waaqeffannaa
Worship Hall, the Galma Tullu Waddessa, which was ;
completely destroyed. Anniyyaa’s sister, B
Mardiya/Biftu Kawaja, was badly injured
with hot or burning oil, but she survived.

The perpetrators were extremist Muslims,
believed to be from Yemen, who are said to
have settled in Jimma many years ago and
moved from there to an area between Begi
and Asosa about 25 years ago. They were
accompanied by the village chairman, acting
under the instruction of the nearby military
camp. They reported back to the camp that
they had killed and set fire to ‘Shane’.
Because of poor internet and phone
connectivity, information is difficult to
obtain but it was reported that they had been
detained subsequently at the military camp.
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The extremists are said to be linked to Muslim
extremism in Bale and Hararge. A Facebook pos
which was sent with the photographs of the atrocity,
shows a Sheikh calling in afaan Oromo for the
followers of Waaqgeffannaa to be killed (left). In 1992,
extremists were reportedly responsible for killing
Protestant Christians and burning down churches in

- Begi district. Waaqgeffannaa followers report that
extremists attacked and imprisoned believers in Daro Labu district, West Hararge, about two
years ago, who were released only after regional government intervention. The Galma (place
of worship) was burnt down and worshippers injured.

t,32

Last year, followers were forbidden by local security forces to worship in Habro district,
West Hararge. It is reported that some were beaten to death. In 2023, the banner above the
Galma in Jimma was removed and followers imprisoned, until regional government released
them. According to Waageffannaa followers, the Federal Islamic Majlis refused to condemn
the incident in Jimma.

Waageffannaa followers in Begi district are now fearful. W.1 believes the atrocity was
encouraged by local government to terrorise the population and reduce support for OLA.

Human Rights Defenders report: Killings, arrests, other abuses

West Wallega Human Rights Defenders reported the following 17 extrajudicial killings in
their latest report which was sent to OSG on 9 February. The full report is on the OSG
website. >

Tamiru Ruda, 45, killed on his farm in Habayani, Aira district, 25 June 2023

Abdi Daniel, 17,

Eba Imana, 18, and

Fiqiru Debelo, 20, all three from Kutala Bildima, Billa, Boji Dirmaji district, were killed in
church on 5 August, 2023

Isayas Tesfa, 21, former government soldier, and his father Tesfa Saketa, 40, a former
militia member, were shot dead in their home in Jarso Lalo, Guliso district, 17 October 2023,
along with three civilians and three OLA fighters to whom they were giving medical
treatment (see OSG Report 64, p.22)

Gamachis Tamane, 21, Qeerroo member, Galawo Gute, Guliso district, 18 October 2023.
Relatives and friends were refused permission to take his body for burial until community
elders pleaded with the ‘commander in chief’.

Waajiraa Dinqaa, 60, married civilian, Bonda’o Suchi, Aira district, 6 November 2023
Sanbeta Abdeta, 25, Qeerroo member, Hawate Suchi, Guliso district, 15 November 2023
Abriham Yoseph, 19, single civilian, Waligalte Dilla, Guliso district, 16 November 2023
Chuchara Wondimu, 25, Hawate Suchi, Guliso district, 16 November 2023

Yonas Jambare, 19, single civilian, Waligalte Dilla, Guliso district, 16 November 2023
Hanba Kusa, 50, married, Abba Gadaa, Samki Dano, Guliso district, 20 November 2023
Gutu Tesfa, 20, Qeerroo member, W/Manie, Guliso district, 20 November 2023

Debelo Adamu, 35, married civilian, and his brother Amanuel Adamu, 20, single, killed in
Gida Bikir, Boji Chokorsa district, 3 December 2023

32 https://www.facebook.com/100082620324326/posts/395698659860808/?mibextid=rS40aB7S9Ucbxw6v
33 https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/ West-Wallega-Human-Rights-Defenders-
Report-9-February-2024.pdf
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Rev. Mitiku Qabesa, 40, married, Walle Angori, Dalle Wabera district, Qellem Wallega
zone, killed on 1 January 2024

The group also reported the killing of government soldiers who attempted to escape but were
caught ‘on the streets’. One was Kkilled at Chalia military camp, two were killed at Guliso
military camp and three were Kkilled at Aira town, but the group was unable to ascertain their
names.

The organised collection of data by the West Wallega Human Rights Defenders group not
only demonstrates the extent of routine killing of suspected government opponents in West
Wallega, but also shows how many killings are not reported in areas where there is no
organised collection of data. Only two of the above killings, Tesfa Saketa and his son Isayas
Tesfa, were reported previously by OSG, despite all but one of the killings occurring before
the last report was published.

The group listed 18 who had been physically harmed by government forces and provided
photographic evidence for five. All except one are from Guliso district. They are mostly
young men:

Mulatu Farada, 60, his daughter, Tubaye Mulatu, 18, and Irko Degefu, 23, were injured in
Sanki Dano, 22 May 2023

Tirsa Tekilu, 18, W/Dilla, 23 August 2023

Amanti Bulti, 20, and his brother, Imana Bulti, 30, injured in Jarso Badeso, 25 August 2023
Eight year old Simera Zanbaba was sexually assaulted in Wayu Koli, 12 September 2023
Chara Taye, 16, Guliso 02 kebele, teeth broken, 20 September 2023

Gemeda Tesema, 30, Chalia 01 kebele, 20 November 2023

Diriba Keneni, 25, Tegie, 20 November 2023

Bona Dase, 16, Chalia 01 kebele, bullet injury, 20 November 2023

Fedasa Mesfin, 25, Nejo town in Nejo district, a driver in Chalia town, 22 January 2024
Tariku Arega, 45, Maru, ‘in the market’, 27 January 2024

The following four were all injured on 3 February 2024:

Teachers Dagne Itefa, 37, Tegie, and Faisa Samuel, 28, Chalia 01 kebele

Diriba Dawit, 25, Nawit Galawo

Jaleta Imana, 35, Chaia 01 kebele

There were many more who remained unnamed ‘lots of people that have been tortured and
damaged’. ‘They are not even allowed to be treated unless the military forces give them
permission.” They were not guilty of ‘any crime’.

Most killings and injuries ‘are committed by the former Oromia Special Forces and today’s
Oromia Police . . . most of them are murderers and robbers.’

Arbitrary arrests of 46 were reported. ‘They take money as bribe to release them.
Especially the merchants are asked to pay a lot in thousands.” All of the following were
arrested in Guliso district unless otherwise stated.

22 June 2023
Indalu Amena, 42, a Prosperity Party member, Wayu Koli, Aira district

24 July 2023
Kenasa Imana, 20, Tegie,
Brothers Imane Kitila, 45, and Daniel Kitila, 36, Chalte Aira, Aira district

26 July 2023
Gemeda Nemera, 25, and Abdi Abera, 26, Jarso Badeso,
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27 July 2023
Zelalem Kebena, 23, Tegie,

27 August 2023
Sanbeta Obse, 30, Dawit Yadesa, 26, Keresa Diriba, 19 and Yadeta Beka, 18, from W/Dalle,

15 September 2023
Naguma Tafase, 48, Hundasa Abera, 46, Diriba Indalu, 25, brothers Tsega, 45, and Keneni
Guteta, 20, Keneni Merga, 20, Chara Mezgebu, 25, from Sanki Dano,

28 September 2023
Adugna Imana, 40, Chalia 01,

29 September 2023

Leta Habte, 25, Sanki Dano,
Abriham Irate, 30, Sanki Dano,
Keno Fikadu, 25, Wayu Manie,
Wolde Gobena, 40, Chalia 01,

2 October 2023
Diriba Shifira

25 October 2023
Ayele Kenea, 58, and his son, Fayina Ayele, 30, Guliso town

27 October 2023
Misgana Fufa, 30, from Tulu Gopo, Dalle Wabera, taken from Chalia town
Lati Haimanot, 18, and Chala Imiru, 19, Sanki Dano,

12 November 2023
Kenesa Hinjigu, 28, Chalia 01,

20 November 2023
Dagafa Jabesa, 45, Kusaye, former government soldier
Diriba Keneni, 25, Tegie,

30 December 2023
Thomas Tekilu, 22, and Markos Milaku, 20, Jarso Lalo,

31 December 2023
Government employees, brothers Megersa and Abdi Dingeta, Chalia 01,

15 January 2024
Ifa Shifera, 30, government employee, Chalia 01,
Ayana Galgal, 35, peasant, Chalia 01,

22 January 2024
Fedasa Mesfin, 25, from Nejo, in Nejo district, a driver in Chalia town,

23 January 2024
Kabade Olika, 50, and Dabasa Imana, 45, Chalia 01, government employees in Chalia town

24 January 2024
Temesgen Bekalu, 40, Moti Hambisa, 42, Sanbeta Tolla, 50, and Hundesa Jogora, 51, all
from Wara Dalle,

27 January 2024
Tariku Arega, 45, Maru, taken in the market.
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Other abuses (paraphrased)

There is no freedom of assembly, the right to demonstrate or to support any political party
other than the Prosperity Party. At a public meeting on 4 July 2023 in Chalia Eka, Guliso
district, the PP terrified the local community not to support OLA. ‘Otherwise we will kill
you’ they said.

The Oromo are forbidden to carry arms but other nationalities, even Amharas in Oromia
Region, are permitted to carry arms.

Ambulances have only transported soldiers for the last four years.

Internet is only available in district towns and then with only poor connectivity.
Mobile networks are often closed due to conflict.

Public transport is very limited. There is no right of movement.

Only small amounts of money can be taken from banks.

Motor cycles are only permitted in limited areas, impoverishing businesses.
Media (e.g. OMN, Geda Bilisuma, FIB) are jammed.

Scarcity of medical supplies most of the time.

Closure of businesses.

Government forces commandeer private vehicles without recompense. They imprison drivers
for ransom, accusing them of transporting OLA fighters — keeping ‘them in prison for a
couple of days and release them after taking the amount of money they need’. ‘Sometimes
they just take the cars.’

“Two months ago, the defence forces took a car and a motorbike by force from Gawo Qebe
district in Qellem Wallega, and took them to somewhere the driver did not know.’

On 9 October 2023, in Guliso district, the commander-in-chief charged a driver 1000 Birr for
permission to drive in the countryside. They also take money from motorcycle riders to give
permission to ride in the countryside. Otherwise they do not allow them to ride. This affects
rural communities a lot since they do not have access to public transport, even to transport
sick people and pregnant women to health facilities for delivery.

The police and ENDF do not respect the Oromo community. In Chalia town, the Oromo
diaspora community renovated the former residence of Balambaras Gemeda Urgesa to use it
as a museum, naming it Gidugala Hambale Sena Balambaras Gemeda. It was also used as a
youth training centre in information technology because otherwise the youth have no access
to such training. But the security forces took the centre by force. They took all the computers
and use the centre as a military camp. Look how they undermine the Oromo community!

Media like Mereja TV and Esat TV are not impartial. When they broadcast, they are only
concerned with violations going on in Amhara regions, with no concern for the drone strikes
going on in Oromia regions. South Africa accuses Israel of genocide against Palestinians.
Why do they not accuse the Ethiopian government of committing genocide against
Tigrayans, Oromos etc.? We need justice for our peoples.

Every sector of society has been politicised — education, including higher education,
telecommunications, government banks, commercial banks, health services, judiciary,
military, media, religious and charity organisations — all of them fall under the impact of
politics since Dr Abiy came to power. He sees military actions, especially drone strikes, as a
solution to political problems but they will not stop the struggle for independence and
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democracy. The PP declares federalism and multi-party democracy in theory but does the
opposite. They declare unity but disintegrate nations and nationalities . . . The government
uses war and prison as a solution to political crises.

Dr Abiy believes in force, not the rule of law. They forcibly conscript people into militias or
the ENDF while their children and pregnant wives have no support. They cause students to
leave education and join defence forces. They talk about development but use productive
forces for military service. They are capturing farmers for military service, so how can we
bring food security and development? . . .

Jimma zone: Killing

A young Qeerroo, Abdul Nasir Mohammed, from Limu Seka district, Jimma, was killed by
ENDF around 5 March (W.1).

East Guji zone

Sadistic torture of young man by ENDF

OSG reporter, former Qeerroo activist and torture survivor Ibrahim Sadan Shakhal,
investigated the background of a ten-minute video of a youngster being tortured, which was
posted on social media on 24 February.

The victim’s name was Ahmed Qasim, from Sarsara village, Goro Adola district in East Guji
zone. Screenshots from the video are shown below in chronological order with a description
of the action. It is distressing to read, just as the video was distressing to watch.

A, Zs —

Ahmed was a young man, possibly still a teenager. He is lying in a pit, which OSG believes
he was forced to dig as his own grave.

Throughout the recording, a tall, well-built, uniformed soldier with sun-glasses inverted and
worn on the back of his head, stands over, and often on, the body of Ahmed, who lies supine
with his hands tied in front of him, wearing a cloth on his lower body which is gathered
around his hips, and a tattered shirt.

The soldier taunts him in Amharic. They are surrounded by about 15 uniformed men, several
of whom film the event. There is laughter and shouts of encouragement in Amharic through-
out the video.

The soldier strikes Ahmed on the head with his rifle butt before taking a bullet from his
magazine clip and inserting it in one of Ahmed’s nostrils. He cleans it before putting it back
in his magazine. Another soldier whips Ahmed’s legs with a stick, kicks him and strikes his
left leg with his rifle butt.
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The perpetrator squats on top of Ahmed and inserts his rifle barrel into Ahmed’s mouth. He
stands, rips away part of Ahmed’s shirt and uses this and a small stick to clean the rifle. He
then bends forward to strike the side of Ahmed’s head with his hand before repositioning
himself with his booted feet on Ahmed’s shoulder, chest and then abdomen.

The soldier strikes downward with his rifle butt, either on Ahmed’s head or the ground
nearby. He asks a colleague to connect the bayonet to his rifle and stands above Ahmed,
taunting him with the bayonet point, driving it into the ground and then twisting its point in
Ahmed’s upper right chest. Ahmed is terrified.

The soldier questions Ahmed while holding the bayonet point against his throat before
driving it into Ahmed’s lower abdomen, thigh or genital area and twisting it repeatedly. He
asks for a knife and then squats on top of Ahmed with the knife poised over his face.
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He then grabs and turns Ahmed’s head, extending his neck and holds the knife against his
throat, but does not draw blood. He stands on Ahmed’s chest and abdomen, holds the knife
point over Ahmed’s face, then draws it lightly twice across his chest. The soldier holds the
knife as though about to stab him and then stands again on his body before wiping the knife
on Ahmed’s thighs. He then stands over Ahmed with the knife raised again as though to stab
him in his face or upper body.

He slaps the flat side of the blade against Ahmed’s face and head, all the time accompanied
by laughter and taunts from onlooking soldiers. He points the knife and holds it against
Ahmed’s genital area before standing once again on his chest and abdomen. The video ends
with the soldier standing over Ahmed with his knife in his left hand.
S . -

The video does not show Ahmed being killed. It is not known what further atrocities were
performed before he was murdered.

Historic disappearances in Ethiopia 1991-2015

Disappearances of 197 Oromo at the hands of the TPLF/EPRDF regime, between 1991 and
2015 were compiled by ‘History-seekers’ and presented to OSG on 18 November 2023 by
Qeerroo activist, former detainee and torture survivor, Ibrahim Sadan Shakal, now a refugee
in Cairo. They were put in chronological and first-name alphabetic order by OSG.

As noted by the History-seekers, those named are but a small fraction of the thousands who
were made to disappear under TPLF/EPRDF rule and ‘many were killed or disabled’. By
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2013, from limited information received, OSG had recorded 1010 disappearances, including
only some of those listed below.3*

1991

Edoo Midhakso, from Arsi Xiyo District.

Hasan Abiraahim, from Soqee town, Deder district, East Hararge, disappeared after arrest.
Husen Uki from Arsi, Qore.

1991-1992

Barento Boru (born Hussein Ahmed Ali) from Baqqalo village, Chiro district, West Hararge
region, held various government posts under the Derg until detained for three years in the late
1980s on suspicion of supporting the OLF. He joined the OLF central committee, working as
deputy for Nadhi Gamada in Deder, East Hararge, until his detention in 1991/2. He was
reported to be held in several prisons before his disappearance.

Wadaajoo Gaasoo Waagayyoo, famous Oromo hero in Hararge.

1992

Beekumaa Toliinaa, like Habtaamuu Galataa (see below), a famous actor in Dukkanaan
Duubaa (the Darkness Behind), abducted August 1992 in Mercato.

Col. Befekadu Disassa, born in Illubabor, not involved in any activity after the Derg were
overthrown in 1991, taken from his home in Finfinnee on 21 April.

Benti Gudato, from Sibu Sire, Wallega, a graduate from University of Havana, Cuba.
Daniel (Ida’a) Akkuma, a senior OLF political cadre, disappeared after his arrest in
Finfinnee.

Dassalegn Nagaasa from Nejo, Wallega.

Dereje Kenea Waltaji, a teacher from Billa, Bojjii Birmajii, West Wallega, abducted 12
February.

Doobbaa (Cherinat) Birasa

Ewnetu Kaba, abducted from Finfinnee.

Firdiisaa Bayyanaa Hordofaa, abducted from Jardega district, Horo Guduru zone.
Gammachuu Buttaa Bariisoo, a geology student from Kofale, West Arsi, arrested in Bale.
Habtaamuu Galataa, famous actor in Dukkanaan Duubaa, abducted in August 1992 in
Mercato, Finfinnee.

Hinkosa Gurmessa Dhugasa, farmer and father of three, family dispersed.

Hirpha Midhaksa Dhinsa from Gudar, disappeared after being expelled from the town by a
security agent named Abba Giddi Ajjama.

Hunduma Kabaa Osana from Nejo, Wallega.

Huseen Ayyaloo, father of two from Gindhir, Bale.

Magarsaa Galata from Nejo, Wallega.

Malkamu Gudina Dinqga, a student in Haramaya University.

Mohammad Alaa, from Xullo village, Rakkata Fura, Hararghe.

Mulugeetaa Baqqalaa Hirphaa, Qeelloo village, Ebantu district, East Wallega, ‘taken by
security forces’.

Paulos Basha, a member of parliament from Lalo Qile, Wallega.

Qalanji Tadesse, from Nejo.

Qanani was born in Dodola, West Arsi. She was an OLF fighter.

Rattaa Moosisaa Dhuguma

Riqgicha Hinsene Wami, a former political prisoner during the Derg regime, kidnapped from
Ginchi.

34 OSG Report 49, https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-49-South-A frica-June-
2013-Sanctuary-at-a-price.pdf
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Saatawoo Tufaa, from Gode Duro, Arsi Negele, West Arsi, an OLF fighter.
Sheik Abadir, from Hararghe.

Teferi Geleta

Tujii Raggaasa, an OLF military leader, disappeared in detention.

Yosef Bati

1993

Ahmad Aliikoo, from Dembi Dollo, Qellem Wallega.

Abdi Dawed Galmo, from Haramaya.

Amaad Daawid Ali

Assabaa Shaaroo Lamuu, from Ganda Dinbee, Horo Guduru zone.

Ayyub Awsii Bama

Baqgqgalaa Dheeressa, from Gindeberet.

Bekele Dawano, geologist who graduated in Holland, arrested 25 October 1992, last seen by
ICRC in Agarfa Prison, before taken away by ‘heavily-armed men’ 14 September 1993.
Dagaagaa (Yetimgeta) Bayissa, born in Nejo, West Wallega, OLF head in Nekemte, abducted
1992 when traveling by bus from Siree to Nekemte, last seen in underground cell in Bakko,
1993.

Daraje Kasaye Abdi (Firaol), born in Gindeberet, 3™ year electrical engineering student,
abducted in Arjo.

Dhaabaa Amantee Guutee, a teacher in Bakko, arrested in Borana.

Eliyas Guddata Rikitu, OLF Western Oromia leader.

Hunduma Kaba, senior OLF member of the Election Committee in 1992 disappeared 2
October 1993.

Hussein Shayitu

Imiru Gudina, from Nekemte, East Wallega.

Jamal Usso, from Kombolcha district, Hararghe.

Kalil Bishiga, from Jimma Gatara.

Kasahun Tarfa Muleta

Laggase Biqgilaa Daadhii, well known teacher.

Lamessa Boru, previously detained 6 years under Haile Selassie and 10 years under Derg.
Mohammad Umar, OLF commander.

Saddiq Umar, abducted from Kobor town, Begi district, Qellem Wallega zone, made to
disappear in Finfinnee.

Shaambal Tulluu Lammaa, abducted from Ambo, West Showa.

Shifaa Qana’aa, born in Nunu Qumba, Wallega, disappeared in Dhidhessa camp.
Sirneessaa Galataa Sambatoo

Sisay Tarfa, from Bakko, abducted in Burayu.

Solomon Tolossa

Takele Chilfa from Horo Guduru.

Yohaannis Magarsa Abdii, born in Mandi, abducted from Dembi Dollo, Qellem Wallega.

1994

Abdulkarim Shorsha

Adaba Moroda from Deta Chabal, Dale Wabara, Qellem Wallega.

Ahmed Sheikh Umar Ali, from Gobeelle, Gara Mulata district, East Hararge, living in
Lagaharre village, Dire Dawa, East Hararge, the Muezzin at the Masjid Bilal Mosque in Dire
Dawa, taken from his home in the middle of the night.

Akiliilluu Ayyalaa Saaqqgataa, from Bila, Boji Birmaji, West Wallega, abducted in Finfinnee,
morning of 17 May.

Alemayehu Dhuguma Gammadaa

24



Alfiyaa Yusuf Ahmad (Hangaatuu), from Haramaya, East Hararge, secretary to Nadhi
Gammada, with whom she was arrested and disappeared.

Alsaddiin Sheek Jamaal, from Galma Jaju village, Daro Labu district, West Hararge.
Badhaadhaa Sarbeessaa, disappeared after arrest in Ambo, West Showa.

Baqqushee ... taken in Shoboka, West Showa

Bedhaso Buta Bulbula

Bekele Abebe

Belay Wolde, from Horo Guduru zone.

Berhanu Ejigu, arrested at Meskel Square in Addis Abeba on June 14, aged 47.

Biche (Ginge) ...

Boja ..., taken in Jimma Ganati district.

Darajjee Damee Sakiluu, taken by TPLF intelligence agents from Finfinnee.

Dhaba Namee, from Sodo, Southwest Showa.

Fikire Kumsa

Girma Milkiyas Daddo

Habtaamuu Wayyeessaa Daagaa, from Bulaa Gennasaa village, Nejo district, West Wallega,
taken by security forces.

Hajii Jemal

Hasan Haro, from Dinsho, Bale zone.

Hiddasaa Dabalaa

Ibiraahim Usmaan, brother of Nadhi Gammada.

Jalaam H Faqoo, Dannabaa village, Jajuu district, Arsi, taken out from Hurso prison.
Jamaal Abdulqaadir Ganamoo, a friend of Nadhi Gammada.

Jamaal Huseen, an OLF member since 1979, disappeared in Maikelawi CID, Finfinnee.
Jamal Yusuf Ali, from West Hararge.

Margaa Tarfaa , teacher, Jitilo Najo, Horo Guduru zone.

Mitiku Wadajo, employee of Oda Share Co., last seen 31 May.

Mizbah Shamsaddin from Saxxama, Jimma zone.

Mohammed Abdi, from Halele, Haramaya East Hararge.

Mohammed Aliyyi, from Dire Dawa, East Hararge.

Mohammed Hassan Ibrahim, from Haramaya, East Hararge.

Mokonnon Banti (Danu), from Gindeberet, abducted from Finfinnee.

Mulata Tamiru Ajjema

Mustefa Idiris, employee of the Ethiopian Telecommunications Agency in Finfinnee,
detained for long period under the Derg, disappeared 31 May, on his way home from work.
Nadhi Gammada, OLF central committee member and leader in Hararge.

Nagasa Ararsa, Adaba, West Arsi.

Roobaa Maammada, from Haramaya, East Hararge, aged 18.

Shafi Kedir, from Sigimo, Jimma zone.

Shambel Bekele Madessa

Sheik Imam, from Dire Dawa, East Hararge.

Sheik Mohammed Duri Baaso, Hararge.

Takele Oljirra, born 1967 in Dagam village, East Wallega, graduated in Political Science and
International Relations, Finfinnee University, 1989, employed in Visa and Immigration Dept,
taken with a friend by intelligence officers near Teklehaymanot area, Finfinnee, November
1992. A detained journalist saw him in the Kasa Inchis secret detention centre in 1994.
Tamiru Bula, from Ganji, West Wallaga.

Yalew ..., taken in Shoboka, West Showa.

Yusuf Mamo Dilbaro, from Dinsho, Bale zone.
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1994/95
Bultum Waday Gaade, from Fantallee, East Showa.
Qaasim Musxafaa, Algeettii district, [llubabor.

1995

Ahmad Tuntuni Jilo, from Chole district, Arsi, abducted from Adama, East Showa.
Alamuu Soorii

Aliyan Ahmed Mohammed, from Galamso, West Hararge.

Barento Boru (Hussein Ahmed Ali) from Chiro district, West Hararge.

Bekele Abebe Jirata, government employee, abducted from Ambo, West Showa.

Dachasa Bayana Iticha, born 1966 in Karsa village, East Wallega, retired army lieutenant
living with his parents in Finfinnee. Detained in Dhidhessa camp 1992 to March 1993,
rearrested when returned to Finfinnee and detained again for three months in Dhidhessa,
where he developed tuberculosis and his army pension stopped. Taken by security men
around ‘Mesalemiya’, near City Hotel, September 1995, after finishing treatment for TB.
Tortured repeatedly in Maikelawi CID before transfer to secret underground cells beneath
Menelik II Palace, from where he disappeared.

Geremew Bichu, a physics teacher in Arjo.

Hakkim Hassan, from Gara Mulata, East Hararge.

Harun Ahmad Damisee, from Guddattuu, Qondala district, West Wallaga.

Huseen Abubaakar Ganamoo (Muldhataa Dirree), OLF military leader captured in fighting
around Ginir, East Bale.

Jireenya Ayana, well-known singer, recording artist, radio performer and member of the
Gada Theatre and Music Club, disappeared with Temesgen Adaba from Maikelawi CID in
August (see below).

Marga Tarfa Akasa

Magarsa Dhufa Horo, from Badesa Baro village, Mana Sibu, West Wallega.

Olaanii Bayyanaa Guutamaa, a resident of Dembi Dollo, Qellem Wallega, taken from Dembi
Dollo Education Office.

Shamsaddiin Ahmad (Giddii), from Halele, Haramaya district, East Hararge.

Temesgen Adaba, living in Finfinnee from 1994, taken by security men when walking with
his friend Jireenya Ayana (above) near Urael Church, Finfinnee, July 1995, initially held for
one month in ‘Horse House’, behind 1% Police Station near Menelik II Hospital, before being
taken to Maikelawi CID, from where they disappeared a few days later.

Tola Ararso

1996

Alamaayyoo Dhugumaa

Alemu Sori Kitata, from Ambo, disappeared from Maikelawi CID.

Amanti (Shafe) Abdissa Jigi

Dachasa Bayana Iticha, from Gida Ayana district, East Wallaga, abducted in Finfinnee.
Girmaa Dabalaa

Sergeant Girmaye, from Ambo.

Kaasuu Simee

Kasahun Habte, arrested in Finfinnee in 1992, seen in Maikelawi CID, April 1996.
Kumala Imana Lammessa, from Ambo.

Muzayyan Hasan Abba Duulaa, from Farmakis, Kobor, Begi district, West Wallega, taken by
TPLF on his way from Gimbi to Finfinnee.

Rashiid Qaasim Ismoo, from Abukooy village, Sudee district, Arsi, disappeared after being
detained in Badessa town, West Hararge.
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Takkaanliy Dagoo, born in Nunu Qumba, East Wallaga. Graduated in Political Sciences and
International Relation from Addis Abba University in 1988, taken by security agents from the
capital, 14 January.

Waquma, from Ambo.

1996/97
Mulgeta Bedassa
Workina Uwissa

1997

Abdataa Adam, taken and disappeared with his brother Galmo Adam (below) from Hirna
town, West Hararge.

Abdulhakim (Shefis) singer, Chafe Gada Band, Bale.

Adem Wake, singer.

Alula Rorro Saddeta, from Horo Guduru, abducted in Finfinnee.

Bagqalaa Addeessaa

Darara Tuji Galmo (Husen Mohammed), born in Dhumuga, Arsi, OLF commander.
Darartu Bona, female vocalist, Bale.

Fufa Dhuguma, poet.

Galmoo (Abdulqaadir) Adam (taken with his brother Abdataa Adam, above).

Kebede Tariku Engida, AAU graduate, taken from Jaju district, Arsi.

Namarsan Dadhi

Reverend Qannoo Sadii, abducted from Asosa town, Benishangul-Gumuz Region.
Shamsaddin Ahmad

Umar Galgalo, taken from his home in Ayidda, Dinsho district, Bale.

Zerihun Kinati Dheressa, 37 year old contract worker, of Woreda 10, Kebele 03, Finfinnee,
abducted by armed plain-clothed men and uniformed police in front of a small bar in Woreda
10, Kebele 02, on 17 October, about 6.15 pm; driven off in a private car.

1998

Getu Kaba Shawala, father of two daughters, taken from Ambo/ Senkele, West Showa. His
wife was killed in a military camp.

Mulaatuu Qana’aa Barkeessaa

Sheek Imaam, father of three, Harar city, East Hararge.

1999

Ararso Bedhasa, from Sadan, Sodo district, Southwest Showa, author of well-known book
‘Seenaa Hidda Dhaloota Oromoo Sooddoo’, abducted 28 December from Finfinnee.

Basha Hussein, born in Maraaro village, Shashemane district, West Arsi, female traditional
dancer with the Gadaa Band.

Tamiru Ajama, abducted 28 December from Finfinnee.

2000

Abbaa Nashaa Huseen, disappeared after arrest in Finfinnee.

Eferem (Xibabu) Kaba, from Nejo, West Wallega, was detained in November after visiting a
friend in Finfinnee. Both had been detained for ten days in March 2000. His friend fled to the
UK.

Idossa Belay Mummicha

Naashiquu Abbaanashaa Huseen, born in Dodola, abducted in Finfinnee.

2001
Addeessa Gadaa (born Amiin Abdoo) from Dalo Mana district, Bale, elected OLF official
arrested in Finfinnee.
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2002

Badiruu Umar, from a poor family in Kobor town, Begi district, West Wallega. Raised seven
siblings after his father was killed. OLF supporter around Dembi Dollo, Qellem Wallega, in
early 2000s. Escaped but arrested in Harar, East Hararge.

Dirribsa (Tsegaye) Guta Ejeta, twin of Tujjo, below, abducted 23 July.

Tujjo Guta Ejeta, born in Fallo Osole, Jaldu district, West Showa Ganda and raised in
Burayu, Finfinnee. Abducted from Burayu on 23 July, with twin brother (above).

2003

Ejjeta Hailu Tufa, born in Metekel zone, Benishangul-Gumuz Region. He was a refugee in
Kenya, abducted and subject to refoulement from Nairobi.

Ephrem Kaba, from Finfinnee.

Kadir Junaddiin, from Bale zone.

Ketema Siyoum Deti, from Ada’a Barga district, West Showa.

2005

Habtaamuu Barumaa Wiirtuu, from Garjoo village, Jarso district, West Wallega, taken from
his home in Kolfe Qaraaniyoo, Finfinnee, on 14 November, while working as an advisor in
Ministry of Religious Affairs.

2006
Naazif Shaafii, from Yaaddessoo Boru village, Sigimo district, Jimma.

2015
Dabasa Guyo

Undated

Asfawu Shimellis, from Jimmaa Gannat, Horo Guduru.
Asmara Uche

Bagaalaa Getaachoo Tafarraa from Qoqoffe, Carfo, Kiramu district, E Wallega,
Booboo (Gammadaa) Ittafaa, from Mandi, West Wallega.
Dajane Beenyaa, from Jimmaa Gannat, Horo Guduru.
Girmee Ittafaa, from Mandi, West Wallega.

Habtamu Tadesse

Kamaal Tuntunii Jilaa from Chole, Arsi.

Kooluu Abbaa Booraa (Kabbada)

Mitiku Wadajo Amuma

Nagasa Ambassa

Sheek Abadir

Tafarraa Beenyaa, from Jimmaa Gannat, Horo Guduru.
Tarrafaa Galataa

Wagqgari Mamo

Yohannis Ektera

In this compilation, most disappearances occurred in the early years of TPLF/EPRDF rule.
Out of the 181 which are dated the following were yearly totals:

1991 3
1991/2 2
1992 29
1993 28
1994 48
1994/5 2
1995 18
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1996 13

1996/7 2
1997 15
1998 3
1999 3
2000 4
2001 1
2002 3
2003 4
2005 1
2006 1
2015 1

The majority of the disappearances - 155 - were between 1992 and 1997. Only 26 were
reported to have disappeared before (5) or after (21) these dates. Although some of this may
be observer bias and a small number of those reported by OSG to have disappeared
reappeared later, it is clear that the majority of prisoners who were killed in secret while in
detention were killed in the first five years after the OLF were forced out of the transitional
government in 1992, when the TPLF and its leader Meles Zenawi were being lauded and
praised by the USA, UK and EU.

Unknown numbers of Oromo were detained and disappeared in secret prisons in Tigray
Region, Benishangul-Gumuz Region and in Itang prison, Gambella Region.

OSG Submission to UN Human Rights Council 55th Session
26 February - 5 April 2024

Most of the following information is from Oromia Support Group (OSG) Report 64,
published 19 December 2023. Information which is from Report 63, dated 12 September
2023, is referenced in the text as (63). See website - oromiasupport.org.

Summary

International awareness of the humanitarian and human rights emergency in Oromia,
Ethiopia’s largest and most populous region, is inadequate. Bias in governments, media and
UN bodies prevents proportionate and fair reportage, compared to Tigray and Amhara
Regions.

Killings by government forces; ethnic cleansing by Fano

Over 5,300 killings of Oromo civilians have now been recorded by OSG since Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed began his campaign at the end of 2018 to wipe out the Qeerroo
movement and then the Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) and its civilian support base.

The majority of killings, over 3,200, occurred during 2022 and 2023. Over 1,300 were in the
four Wallega zones in western Oromia and more than 1,300 in North and West Showa. Fano
and other Amhara forces were responsible for most of the 700 killed in Oromia Special Zone,
Ambhara region, in the last three years, and nearly all of the 900 killed in Horo Guduru and
East Wallega zones in the last two years in acts of ethnic cleansing.

Ambhara forces had a role in killings and ethnic cleansing in East Showa but the killing there
of Karrayyu Gadaa leaders, most of the lethal violence in North and West Showa, and the

35 See Introduction, p.3. Figures in the HRC submission do not include new killings in OSG Report 65.
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majority of the 1,000 or more killings in Qellem and West Wallega since early 2020 have
been by ENDF; operating out of Command Posts in the case of Qellem and West Wallega
zones.

The International Commission of Human Rights Experts on Ethiopia (ICHREE) reported that
the Command Post system ‘provides the means to centralize control of all military, law
enforcement and civil powers into one integrated security effort, headed by the Prime
Minister, and exercised through the ENDF high command. Alongside national or regional
command posts, other subordinate command posts continue to be established locally
conjoining civilian and military control at lower levels’ (paragraph 94).

The 21-page preliminary ICHREE report, presented on 14 September 2023, stated ‘In the
face of increased violence, . . . command posts were established in Western and Southern
Oromia from early 2019, comprised of local militia, Oromia Special Forces, ENDF, federal
police and Oromia regional police. . . . Witnesses from Western Oromia described ongoing
arbitrary restrictions on freedom of movement, including curfews, denial of access to
healthcare, shootings of unarmed residents and arbitrary arrest and detention. Other violations
under command post authority include extrajudicial killings, rape and the destruction of
civilian property’ (paragraph 50).

ENDF, and recently Fano, have particularly targeted young Oromo men for killing, especially
those at school or university, because of their potentially becoming members or supporters of
OLA. ENDF commonly execute young men taken from police custody and often kill young
men rounded up or randomly encountered in reprisal for battlefield losses with OLA.

When Amhara youth (Fano) demonstrated from 2016 in solidarity with the non-violent
Qeerroo Oromo student movement and called for killings in Oromia to stop, the powerful
combination forced the EPRDF government to re-organise the following year, allowing Abiy
Ahmed to assume the premiership in 2018.

However, the Prime Minister’s desire to control the whole of Ethiopia from the centre and his
creation of the Prosperity Party divided the two movements. Fano supported centrism
whereas Oromo youths and elites rejected it. Fano and Amhara Region forces collaborated
with the ENDF in the war on Tigray and attacked the Oromo enclave in the Oromia Special
Zone in Amhara Region, during 2021 and 2022. In November 2023, another 18 Oromo
villagers were killed there by Fano.

Fano have attacked Gumuz and Oromo villages in Metekel zone, Benishangul-Gumuz
Region, Agaw and Qimant communities in Amhara Region and Oromo towns and villages in
zones of Oromia which are adjacent to Amhara Region, especially Horo Guduru and East
Wallega, where hundreds were killed in 2021 and 2022. Over 62 Oromo civilians were killed
by Fano in East Wallega and Horo Guduru between September and December 2023. Local
sources claimed in June 2023 that all Oromo villages had emptied into towns in Horo Guduru
and that only one kebele in Kiramu district, East Wallega (Wasti), had any Oromo remaining
(63).

Fano have also killed Oromo in East Showa, where they have seized ancestral Karrayyu lands
(63). Amhara Region has also taken 28 kebeles from North Showa in Oromia.

Humanitarian disaster and IDPs

Media in Ethiopia reported, 1 November 2023, that 1.4 million IDPs were living in 141
camps, in 11 zones and 96 districts in Oromia Region and that 753,674 IDPs were in the four
Wallega zones, including 230,017 in Horo Guduru and 282,245 in East Wallega. They fled
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because of ‘enormous destruction of private and public properties’, including homes, schools,
hospitals and ‘vital public service infrastructures.’

Interviewees corroborated information received by OSG of lack of assistance for most of the
time in these camps. As well as experiencing ‘immense psychological trauma and economic
hardship’, female IDPs encamped for 11 months in Shambu bus station, Horo Guduru, had
experienced rape and at least three were driven to suicide (63).

Although a minority of IDPs fled because of fighting between OLA and ENDF, the majority
fled from persecution and destruction of property by Fano in acts of ethnic cleansing. Hence,
districts bordering Amhara Region — Abe Dongoro, Agamsa, Jardega Jarte, and Amuru in
Horo Guduru, and Kiramu, Gida Ayana and Gute in East Wallega — were ‘the epicentres of
the displacements’.

Nonetheless, officials, including police, militia chiefs, zonal government head, regional relief
commission, the Mayor of Shambu and local NGO officers asked IDPs to leave, without
success. Those who did not drift away to beg in Shambu or Nekemte were forcibly rounded
up and returned in September 2023. The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA) reported on 1 December that it had ‘assisted’ 200,000 IDPs to return to East
Wallega but local sources reported IDPs were forced to return against their will and received
no assistance when returned to areas of great insecurity, at risk of further attacks by Fano.
They were merely advised by the zonal police chief to sell their goods and buy weapons to
defend themselves.

The utter desolation of areas under Command Post rule is evidenced by the catastrophic
effect of the 2023 malaria epidemic. A combination of violence, severe malnutrition,
economic collapse and record numbers of IDPs left the population in Qellem and West
Wallega so vulnerable that thousands died, without government help or acknowledgement.

The Ministry of Health misled the international community and prevented OCHA from
describing the extent of the disaster.

‘Ambhara lens’

The ENDF offensive, when Fano and Amhara Region militia refused to disband in August
2023, led to vociferous complaints of civilian drone strikes, internet and telephone blackouts,
displacements and lack of humanitarian access in Amhara Region.

All of these conditions apply equally and have done so for five years in Oromia Region, but
such is the distortion of the ‘Amhara lens’ through which many politicians and media view
Ethiopia, these attracted far less interest.

Mass executions and other killings by ENDF in Tigray and Amhara regions are reported by
international media, but not those in Oromia.

Drone strikes which killed civilians in Amhara Region attracted the attention of the UN High
Commission for Human Rights, but reports of strikes in Oromia were buried deep in the
ICHREE report.

OCHA barely mentioned the severe malnutrition and devastating malaria outbreak in Qellem
and West Wallega. Shortage of food and medicines in Amhara and Tigray Regions reaches
international media, but rarely do similar shortages in Oromia.

The continued detention of Oromo Liberation Front officials, despite court orders for their
release, is not reported by international media.
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Risk of ethnic conflict

Inadequate and skewed reporting is increasing the danger of large-scale ethnic conflict
between Amhara and Oromo. Already, ‘observers fear’ that the presence of Oromo soldiers
in government forces in Amhara Region could escalate to ‘an Oromo-Ambhara conflict, with
possible mass violence’ (EEPA, 2 October 2023).

The 7 November 2023 attacks by Fano on three Oromo villages in the Oromia Special Zone
were reportedly in retaliation to murderous attacks by ENDF on Fano in Amhara Region.
Fano justified their attacks claiming the ENDF were an Oromo force representing Oromo
interests.

Although there are Oromo in the Prosperity Party and armed forces, it is highly dangerous to
conflate their selfish interests with the desire of the overwhelming majority of Oromo for
peace and equality. Large scale inter-ethnic conflict between the two largest peoples of
Ethiopia — Oromo and Amhara — must be avoided at all costs.

Unbalanced reportage must not be added to the substantial and growing list of risk factors for
genocide and atrocity crimes in Ethiopia, including widespread hate speech (The acute risk of
further atrocity crimes in Ethiopia: an analysis. A/HRC/54/CRP.2, 3 October 2023).

Refugee situations

Somaliland, Somalia and Puntland

Deportation, refoulement and killing of Oromo refugees and asylum-seekers

Thousands of Oromo migrants are being deported from
Somaliland, including registered asylum-seekers and
mandated refugees, whose refoulement is a crime against
international humanitarian law.

i The Somaliland National Displacement and Refugee Agency
(NDRA) is refusing to register Oromo asylum-seekers and
UNHCR is applying blanket refusals to Oromo, leaving them
prone to deportation and extortion by corrupt immigration
police.

Xenophobic attacks have resulted in killings in Somaliland
and Somalia.

Oromo arrivals in Somaliland have increased since 2021 as
Ethiopian government persecution has intensified in attempts
to destroy OLA’s support base — ‘drying out the ocean to kill
the fish’. Previously, there were no more than 20-25 new
arrivals per day but in 2022 and 2023 there were 50-70 on
some days. In 2023 there were at least 5000 new arrivals, numbers increasing in the last 2-3
months of the year.

Oromo being taken for
deportation, 10 March 2024

Unable to pay for transport, migrants, including returning deportees, are forced to walk the 93
km from the border town of Wachale to Hargeisa. Guides for the desert crossing extort
further payments from migrants, threatening violence and rape. Five women, returning
deportees, were raped on the journey during December 2023 alone.
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Oromo refugees and asylum-seekers estimate there are at least 10,000 unregistered Oromo
migrants in Somaliland and 15,000 registered asylum-seekers and refugees in the country,
including Borama and Burco (Burao), as well as Hargeisa. 90% of these are Oromo. 573
families have refugee status of whom 20 were reported on 9 March to have had their status
revoked. (Refugees in Bosaso, Puntland, give unconfirmed estimates of over 8,000 Oromo
living there, of whom 450 are mandated refugees. At least some of these have been
recognised refugees since 2008. They reported utter destitution and being without assistance
or medicines until supplies arrived via UNICEF and Save the Children on 8 March.)

Forced deportations

In Hargeisa, up to 500 may be
put in vehicles and taken to
the border in one week. A
truck containing scores of
migrants and a screaming
woman being squeezed into
the back of a pickup are
shown left, from December
2023, when over 1000 were
deported.

Deportations began in earnest again on 9 March. About 100 were deported on 10 March.
Deportees include registered asylum-seekers and refugees, of whom at least 31 were deported
in 2023 and at least three in January and February this year. Most, including at least 27 out of
the 31 deported last year, returned to Hargeisa.

Historical deportations

In 2012, OSG reported the hostility, insecurity and destitution experienced by refugees in
Hargeisa, the kidnapping of Oromo refugees by Ethiopian security forces, and the deportation
and attempted refoulement of refugee representatives by Somaliland authorities.3® There
followed some improvement in conditions for refugees, although some families were torn
apart; split between Hargeisa and Ali Addeh refugee camp in Djibouti.3’

In 2021 the situation again deteriorated. After waiting up to 13 years for decisions following
refugee status determination interviews, about 100 families were told by UNHCR that Oromo
no longer faced persecution in Ethiopia and it was safe for them to return. They received
blanket refusals of refugee status from UNHCR and recent arrivals were refused registration
as asylum-seekers.3®

In that year, Oromo migrants once more faced increasing hostility from the host population
and security forces. Thousands were sent back to the Ethiopian border at Wachale. Over 800
registered asylum-seekers and refugees and about 2000 unregistered arrivals were deported
by November in 2021.3°

Refusal of registration and refugee mandate

The Somaliland National Displacement and Refugee Agency (NDRA) has been responsible
for the registration of asylum-seekers since it was established in 2018. Oromo applicants for

36 OSG Report 47, https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-47-Somaliland-Feb-
2012-Persecuted-in-Ethiopia-Hunted-in-Hargeisa.pdf

37 Ibid. pp.40 and 45-47.

38 OSG Report 58, pp.35-38, https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-58.pdf

39 Ibid.
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registration have been refused appointments for registration since August 2021. Amhara and
Tigrayan arrivals are registered, but not Oromo. NDRA chairman, Abdulkarim Ahmed
Mohamed (Xinif), has threatened and intimidated Oromo refugees and their representatives.
He stated publicly that there is no reason for Oromo to seek asylum in Somaliland.

Unless registered by NDRA, there is no assistance from agencies or chance of recognition of
refugee status. Only registered asylum-seekers can be interviewed for refugee status
determination (RSD).

The NDRA is scheduled to take over responsibility for determining refugee status this year; a
move which bodes ill for Oromo fleeing from persecution in Ethiopia.

Disinformation and biased decision-making by UNHCR, reported at length in 2021,%° has
continued to deny refugee status to genuine refugees in Somaliland. Even a previous victim
of refoulement from Djibouti, Adem Sheik Ali Khelil, with documented imprisonment from
January 2013 to September 2015 after being returned to Ethiopia, was denied status in
Hargeisa.

Refugee representatives sent names and details of 12 among about 100 whose files were
closed in 2021.#! Another 30 ‘closed file’ cases are listed below on p.38.

The blanket refusals were based on the misconception that it is safe for Oromo in Ethiopia
since Abiy Ahmed came to power in 2018. As with registration of asylum-seekers, Tigrayan
and Amhara people are granted refugee status but not Oromo, despite the UN International
Commission of Human Rights Experts on Ethiopia concluding in October 2023 that there are
widespread abuses in Oromia due to escalating counterinsurgency measures since 2019.42

Splitting up families

There has been no progress in uniting parents who were deported in December 2011 leaving
their spouses and children in Hargeisa. Twenty refugee representatives were deported shortly
after meeting the Somaliland Interior Minister on 22 December 2011. They reached Djibouti,
where 18 were stranded in Ali Addeh camp. Their husbands, wives and children remain in
Hargeisa.*?

Families have also been separated because of the discriminatory
decision-making by NDRA and UNHCR. Oromo wives of Amhara and
Tigrayan men and Oromo husbands of Amhara and Tigrayan women
have been deported and separated from
their spouses and children. Children,
registered as asylum-seekers with their
fathers, have been deported along with
their mothers, who were refused registration or refugee status. About
100 families have been affected and at least five mothers deported.

One man in the immigration
detention centre displays his
asylum registration paper.

The families of Oromo who were registered or granted status up to 16
years ago have changed as they have married and had children. Yet, the
NDRA has refused to add new arrivals who marry registered asylum-seekers and will not add

40 Ipid.

4 Ibid. p.35

42 OSG Report 64, p.7. https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-64.pdf

4 0SG Report 47, p.40. https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-47-Somaliland-
Feb-2012-Persecuted-in-Ethiopia-Hunted-in-Hargeisa.pdf
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children to Oromo files, once they are four years old
or older, so they are stuck without legal status in
Somaliland.

Round-ups and extortion

Police and immigration officers have ‘brutally and
inhumanely’ rounded up Oromo in Hargeisa,
irrespective of their asylum status, breaking into their
homes late at night, looting and destroying their
property. Children, women, elderly and those who are
sick are beaten and intimidated.

Many, especially undocumented migrants, are taken
out of the city where they are beaten and threatened

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed and
President Muse Bihi Abdi at the
signing of the Memorandum of
Understanding on 1 January 2024,

granting access to the coast for a

with deportation unless they pay $5-10. Others have
port and naval base.

all their money taken from them. This is a source of
income for the police.

It was reported in January that three months previously, over 100 were abducted in one night.
At least ten were taken at night in the preceding month. In one report, thirteen were named
who had been taken and robbed in December and January. 35,000 Somali Shillings were
taken by police from one man.

Others may be taken to the immigration detention centre for a whole day, thereby losing
meagre employment opportunities. Those without papers are likely to be deported.

Xenophobic attacks by host population

Xenophobic hostility to Oromo refugees, asylum-seekers

and non-registered migrants has never been far below the

surface, at least since the bloodshed between the OLF and
the forces of Siad Barre, before his downfall in 1991.

Hostility worsened shortly after the 1 January signing of the
Memorandum of Understanding by Ethiopia and
Somaliland, but was present from before the OSG report in
2012.

A serious episode occurred in mid-2023. On 20 June, local
people attacked Oromo in the ‘Estate House’ area of
Hargeisa, beating and burning down houses. Twelve homes
and three businesses were destroyed. Three women were
raped. One hundred families were displaced and moved
elsewhere in Hargeisa.

Refugees reported on 1 October that two were badly
beaten in the Damii area. When they reported to the police
station in Damii, they were themselves detained. On 7
October 2023, eight homes of mandated refugees were
burnt down (right) and one unregistered asylum-seeker
was hospitalised with injuries.
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Although the MoU with Ethiopia was welcomed initially by Somaliland residents, more
xenophobic attacks quickly followed. On 6 January, attacks on Oromo migrants in Burco
(161 km East of Hargeisa) were quelled by police. Next day, at least 15 were injured in
Borama (105 km West of the capital) and several more were injured and businesses and
homes were destroyed in Hargeisa within a few more days (see below, p.38). The victims
included registered refugees, asylum-seekers and undocumented new arrivals.

One of the victims of the January attacks
in Somaliland and one of the homes
destroyed in Hargeisa are shown left.

There were also attacks in Bosaso,
Puntland, but the worst incidents were in
central Somalia, where a teenage girl was
killed in Dhusmareb, Galmudug state, on
10 January, Furdosa Jamal Aliyi (right).

Although an initial report by OMN of more
deaths was exaggerated,** there were more
killings later in Gedo state further south. Vigilante groups (named in
some reports ‘Midnimo’) spread false rumours on social media of an
attack on a member of the host community by migrants and distributed leaflets to homes of
Oromo, at least those living in Borama (Somaliland) and Garowe (Puntland), threatening
them with violence if they did not leave by 27 January.

On 4 February, during the night, vigilantes opened fire on dwellings of Oromo in or near
Garbaharey, Gedo state, in south Somalia, killing four women, including two mothers of
young children, two Oromo men, and a member of the host population, and injuring six more,
including two infants of one of the murdered mothers. The injured were taken to a hospital in
Mandera, over the border in Kenya.

The murdered women were:

Misra Adem Buta’a (Misra Hamed on the photograph), born in Ganalee,
Goro Dalla, Borana zone, mother of two children.

Fasiya Abdallaa Bate (Fosiya Ahmad on the photograph), born in
Harana, Buluk, Bale zone, mother of two children (among the injured,
listed below).

Xajitu Tusa Wariyo, unmarried, born in Shashemane, West Arsi zone, sister
of Shamsi Tusa Wariyo, among those injured (see below).

4 https://vm.tiktok.com/ZM6x1Qdav/
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Zubeda Usman (Qali Osmali on the photograph), unmarried, born in
Haro, Bale zone

The two murdered men were Amiin Abdi Siree, single, born in Ganalee,
Goro Dola, East Guji zone, and Mohammed Roba, single, born in
Yabalo, Borana zone.

It is not known which of these men is pictured right.

The injured are:

Zuber Ramadan Abdulqgadir, aged 4, and Musama Ramadan Abdulqgadir, aged 2, children of
Fasiya Abdalla Bate (killed - see above), both born in Gedo, Somalia

Timiro Abdulgadir Mane, single, from Haran Buluq, Bale zone

Safiya Alo, single, from Shashemane, West Arsi zone

Ganad Gamada, single, born in Shashemane

Shamsi Tusa Wariyo, single, sister of Xajitu Tusa Wariyo (killed-see above), also from
Shashemane.

The chairman of the refugee committee in Bosaso, Puntland, Mohammed Abdulla Ismael,
was arrested for a short period on 7 February and released after paying $600.

Conditions in Hargeisa

Jobs are scarce in Hargeisa, moreso since 2021, when the conflict between Somaliland and
Puntland began. Refugees and asylum-seekers, and especially undocumented migrants have a
precarious existence; always at risk of being expelled from their homes and from their jobs.
UNHCR provides some help, for which refugee representatives express gratitude. The 553
families of recognised refugees receive subsistence allowances from UNHCR. They have
been warned that more will have their status revoked in coming months. The allowance is
$76 per month for families of 1-4; $95 per month for families of 5-8, and $114 for families of
nine or above. They have been warned that these allowances may have to be reduced, as
UNHCR’s budget is squeezed.

There is a narrow time window for the collection of subsistence allowance. Amounts
allocated for January and February were distributed for only three days, between 6-11 March
(9-10™ was for Yemenis only) at distribution points in Hargeisa, Borama, Berbera, Erigavo
(capital of Sanaag province Somalia) and Burco. No payments were made after 11", A small
number have the allowance distributed to their homes.

Most children have no schooling. Primary school costs $5 per month, reduced to $3 for some.
UNHCR supports 3000 primary school pupils with uniforms and supplies. Two attended
Hargeisa University last year.

Registered asylum-seekers do not receive regular subsistence allowances but do receive
annual one-off emergency payments of up to $100. They do have access to free primary
health care, unlike those in Puntland, from where OSG received reports of two deaths
because of lack of medicines in the last few months.
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Thirty closed file cases, refused refugee status by UNHCR after up to 16 years as

registered asylum-seekers in Hargeisa.

Mohammed Hussein Gada, 758-09C00018
Ahmed Sheikh Mohammed, 758-06C00832
Hindiya Mohammed Jama, 758-09C00083
Misra Abokor Ali, 758-00004859

Bilkisa Ahmed Bushra, 758-00001817
Aisha Ahmed Johar, 758-06C00888

Adan Sheikh Kalil, 169-16C01214

Anab Amin Abdulahi, 169-13C00209
Khadir Hajii Gamada, 758-06C00453
Musxafe Abdi Ziyad, 169-12C00206
Mohammed Ali Boru, 758-00004284
Kadir Siraj Ali, 169-13C00833

Muna Ibrahim Mume, 169-12C00478
Fadumo Omer Ali, 169-13C00170
Abdirahman Mohammed Ibrahim, 169-
16C00194

Hassan Muhumud Misra, 169-12C00876
Sadiq Hussein Nadebo, 169-12C00672
Osman Hassan Gini, 169-13C00183
Aden Sheik Ali, 169-16C01214

Hamza Aliyi Mukhtar, 169-17C00195
Alia Ahmed Ibro, 169-13C00549
Mustafe Midhagsa Ango, 758-)6C00481
Bakar Ibrahim Iftu, 169-13C00154
Yuya Imar Sa’ada, 169-13C00517
Adem Abdallaa Ibro,169-12C00513
Kinso Idao Jamal, 758-05C00295

Fatmo Mohammed Isak, 169-13C00041
Mohammed Hassan Firdowsa, 169-
16C00888

Mohammed Abas Asiya, 169-12C00287
Kadir Abubakar Muhammad, 169-13C0021

Among those attacked in Somaliland, January 2024

In Burco, 6 January:
Mumtaz Mohamad Mussa
Usmail Duube Shaashe
Fuad Ahmad
Umar Mahammad Jaama

In Hargeisa, 11-13 January:
Ahmed Mohammed Hassan
Kimiya Abdalla Aliyi
Fatuma Abdalla Ahmed
Mustafe Abdalla Mohammed

Gadisa temam Sheikh Aliyi (his business was burned down)

In Borama, 7 January:
Safiya Sheikh Amiin Muhammad
Suleiman Mohammed Hajii
Yusuf Ahmed Hamdii
Abdi Yusuf Ahmed
Hangasa Muhammad Adem
Ahmed Hussein lbro
Ashirafa Abdallaa
Abdulqgadir Ibro Yusuf
Nuradin Abdo Ibro
Abdishakur Hassan Abdulla
Naima Abdi Yuya
Mohammed Jibril Abdullah
Osman Rashid Mustafa
Adan Omar Safia
Alfiya Abrahim Yonis
Milki Gada Hamda (his home was burned down)
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Egypt

The Oromo Elders Union in Egypt sent this letter on 5 March, concerning the insecurity of
refugees in Egypt and the refusal of refugee status by UNHCR:

We write to you with a profound sense of urgency and concern regarding the plight of Oromo
refugees seeking sanctuary in Egypt. Despite seeking international protection under refugee
convention law, these individuals continue to face significant challenges and dangers. Recent
reports from the Oromo Elders Union document numerous cases of harassment, physical
abuse, xenophobic attacks, kidnappings, and arbitrary arrests against Oromo refugees and
asylum seekers in Cairo. Such escalating incidents underscore the dire insecurity faced by
this vulnerable population, demanding immediate attention and action from UNHCR. We
respectfully request that UNHCR prioritize engagement with the Oromo community, we feel
that a meeting with the Oromo Elders Union to address these pressing issues would be a great
place to start.

We are deeply troubled by the widespread rejection of Oromo asylum seekers by UNHCR
Egypt, Cairo. The Oromo Elders Union has been overwhelmed with receiving great numbers
of asylum seekers seeking assistance, only to learn of the mass dismissal of their claims as
baseless and null. Recent rejection letters from UNHCR erroneously imply that Oromo
Liberation Front (OLF) supporters and other opposition members in Ethiopia are not at risk,
contradicting the grim realities on the ground.

The characterization of the situation as "positive changes," as referenced in the DFAT report,
is deeply troubling and does not accurately reflect the grave injustices and suffering
experienced by the Oromo people. While international attention has been focused on the
conflict in Tigray, the ongoing violence and human rights abuses in Oromia have been
overshadowed. Disturbing reports of ethnic cleansing targeting the Wollo Oromo in the
northern regions of Ethiopia have further exacerbated the humanitarian crisis, pushing
countless individuals into famine-like conditions.

Despite promises of political and economic reform under Prime Minister Abiy's leadership,
the Ethiopian government has intensified its crackdown on dissenting voices, resulting in the
arbitrary arrest of tens of thousands, including OLF supporters. The continued detention of
OLF leaders despite court orders for their release is a blatant violation of justice and
underscores the erosion of basic freedoms in Ethiopia.

As the Oromo Elders Union, we urge UNHCR Egypt to reassess its stance and acknowledge
the extent of the suffering endured by Oromos and supporters of the OLF. Disregarding our
plight or minimizing the severity of the situation only perpetuates our marginalization and
oppression. It is imperative that UNHCR fulfils its mandate to protect and assist refugees
without discrimination, ensuring that the rights and dignity of all asylum seekers are
respected and upheld.

We implore UNHCR to swiftly investigate these troubling reports and take concrete steps to
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Kenya

Violence in Kakuma refugee camp; deaths in custody of Kenyan police

A report on 18 February of four deaths of refugees in police custody at Kakuma,* was
followed shortly afterwards by news of violent conflict between refugees fighting over
resources, which led to expulsion of refugees from Kakuma reception centre.

Kenyan police in Kakuma detain refugees if they are found outside of the camp after 7.00
pm. Many are forced to pay bribes of 40,000 Kenyan Shillings or more to be released.

On 14 February, over 50 refugee youths and members of the Turkana host community were
crammed into a cell at Kakuma OCS Police Station overnight. By next morning, two of the
young refugees and a Turkana man were dead. Another refugee died in Kakuma 4 hospital on
17 February from injuries sustained when he was beaten by police.

Refugee community leaders complained of long-standing police brutality and lack of
transparency by UNHCR and the Department of Refugee Services (DRS) in Kenya, and
called for thorough investigation into the deaths.

A few days later, a local NGO official informed OSG

WFP RATION CUTS STARTING IN

that tensions were very high in Kakuma after FEBRUARY 2026
Congolese refugees were made to sleep in the open FOR KAKUMA, KALOBEVEI AND DADAAB
. . REFUGEE CAMPS.

after being forced out of the Kakuma (Kalobeyei)

. = WFP has reduced food rations for refugees starting February
reception centre by South Sudanese refugees, who 202410 50 % of the minimurn food basket (MFB).
surrounded and took over the centre. Many received s e romn A S50 G

+ Each documented person in Dadaab and Kakuma will receive a
severe head Wounds from maCheteS' food basket comprising of 2.5kg of cereals, 1.5kg of pulses, 1.0kg

. of vegetable oil and Bamba chakula of Ksh 530.

The violence was reportedly hunger related, due to NN IR Wi VG S N e
.. centers will each receive 7.7kg of cereals, 1.5kg of pulses and
policies of UNHCR, World Food Program and DRS. 10kg of vegetable oil per month.

* In Kalobeyei, beneficiaries will receive a cash transfer of Ksh
1350 down from Ksh 1600 per person per month. ¢

The official bemoaned the 50% reduction of World

Food Program rations given to refugees from Forany comments. - B0 e L
February (right) after 14 Land Cruisers had been e [
given to the Kenyan police in Kakuma by UNHCR. ) -2nipacmzo e Q eauiishainto
Djibouti

Brothers Bahar and Tajudin Abdulrahman Yusuf wrote on 26 January stating that they and
Tajudin’s family of five had arrived in Djibouti and were destitute, without support after
fleeing from hostility in Somaliland.

They had journeyed to Ali Addeh refugee camp, in the desert, about 70 km south of Djibouti
city (Djiboutiville) and were told to register with ONARS (Office National d’Assistance aux
Réfugiés et Sinistrés), the Djibouti government immigration department, back in the capital.
They had gone to Ali Addeh hoping to meet up with their father who had escaped to the camp
after the Somaliland Interior Minister had attempted to deport him and 19 others from
Hargeisa back to Ethiopia in December 2011.%¢ He was no longer there.

45 Reported by ‘Real-Time Amplifier’ https://baluuwol.wordpress.com/2024/02/18/kakuma-refugee-camp-
tragedy-four-lives-lost-on-valentines-day-at-ocs-police-station/

46 See OSG Report 47, pp.39-40. https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-47-
Somaliland-Feb-2012-Persecuted-in-Ethiopia-Hunted-in-Hargeisa.pdf
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On returning to Djiboutiville, they were unable to arrange appointments with ONARS or
UNHCR until March. Their story is not atypical. Hundreds of Oromo are among the destitute
immigrants in the collection of shanties in the Humbuli area of Djiboutiville, from where
hundreds were deported in May 2023.%

Since then, the situation has improved. UNHCR reported rescuing 36 mandated refugees
from being deported following a mass round-up and deportation exercise by the Ministry of
the Interior in April 2023.% There have been no further reports of refoulement since
December 2022 or deportations since May 2023. There have been no attempted kidnappings
by Ethiopian security agents since 2020.

OSG’s contact in Djibouti wrote on 12 March ‘UNHCR representatives are doing their best
to solve the problems for refugees’ and wished to thank ‘the protection officer and Geneva
UNHCR for their tremendous actions’ since the arrival of a new protection officer.

Tenfold or more increase in Oromo refugees and asylum-seekers

When OSG visited Djibouti in 2011, UNHCR wrote of only 600 refugees and 370 asylum-
seekers from Ethiopia among a total of 15,000 refugees and 740 asylum-seekers in the
country.* UNHCR now reports 23,200 refugees and 8,300 asylum-seekers in Djibouti.>

Out of the total of 31,500 refugees and asylum-seekers, there have been consistently over the
last 13 months about 13,000 from Ethiopia, 13,500 from Somalia, 3,400 from Yemen and
1,500 from Eritrea. The majority overall (85%) are in refugee ‘villages’ or camps, in Ali
Addeh, Holl-Holl and Markazi. Nearly half, 45%, are children.! According to informants in
Djibouti, the overwhelming majority of those from Ethiopia are Oromo. About 1,000 live in
Ali Addeh camp (200 families);*? the remainder are mostly urban refugees, in and around
Djiboutiville.

Informants in Djibouti state that the majority of asylum-seekers are Oromo and estimate that
10,000 out of the 13,000 from Ethiopia are Oromo, including 6,000 out of the 8,300 asylum-
seekers which UNHCR report. In addition, they estimate there are 500 Oromo unregistered
new-arrivals.

Delays in registration and Refugee Status Determination (RSD); no resettlement

Registration of asylum-seekers and RSD are the responsibility of ONARS, working in
conjunction with UNHCR. The registration process has been sluggish. Operational Updates
from UNHCR report only 262 new arrivals being registered in 2023. Delays in registration
and RSD may reflect the sacking of 15 ONARS staff because of corrupt practices, reported to
OSG by local informants.

The longest delays are while waiting for RSD. One OSG informant reported many registered
asylum-seekers had been waiting 17 years. The National Eligibility Commission (NEC), the
joint UNHCR and ONARS body which determines status only decided one case in the first
three months of 2023 and none in April, July or December, according to UNHCR Operational
Updates. However, in 46 sessions in the other six months, the NEC decided on 499

47 Up to 3000 were reported to have been removed back to Ethiopia in May 2023, OSG Report 63, pp.39-40.
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-63.pdf

48 UNHCR Djibouti Operational Update, April 2023. https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/102058

4 OSG Report 48, p.9. https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-48-Djibouti-May-
2012-Destitution-and-fear-for-refugees-from-Ethiopia.pdf

S0 UNHCR Djibouti Operational Update, January 2024. https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/106853
SI'UNHCR Djibouti Operational Updates, January 2023 to January 2024. No update is available for September
2023 and the May update is only available in French. Figures are taken from the twelve available months.

52 OSG Report 59, pp.38-39. https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-59.pdf
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households and awarded refugee status to 251. In August, the number of heads of households
was not reported, but out of 405 individuals, 210 were successful.

UNHCR reported no resettlements in 2023, merely that some referrals which were postponed
because of the Covid pandemic were resubmitted, 11 to Canada in October 2023 and 21 in
November 2023, 12 to the USA and 9 to Canada.

OSG was given a list of 20 mandated refugees who have been in Djibouti since 2008, and
knows of many others who are stuck there, waiting resettlement and desperate to hear of
progress from UNHCR.

Discrimination

Oromo refugees complain of discrimination at every stage of the process, from registration to
resettlement, believing that claims of Amharas, Tigrayans, Eritreans and Somalis are much
more likely to be successful. Many complain ‘Is it a crime to be Oromo?’

Several make the mistake of making false claims of being Tigrayan or Somali because of this,
which causes refusals which are more difficult to challenge later. This happens in European
countries as well as those surrounding Ethiopia.

One OSG correspondent has been in Djibouti for 29 years and continues to be denied refugee
status. It appears that attitudes are changing, however. Ahmed Nour, who has been reported
by OSG to have been repeatedly denied status, despite a history of refoulement and
imprisonment from 2013-2015 and attempted kidnapping in 2020, and who was warned to
stay away from UNHCR, was among 14 whose applications were referred to the Ministry of
Justice in December 2023. He was among 12 who were granted refugee status.

UNHCR is reported to be reorganising and improving its relationship with Oromo refugees in
Djibouti.
Living conditions

Refugee life is harsh everywhere, but nowhere is it harder than in Somaliland and Djibouti.
UNHCR struggles with finances. It is the only UN body which has to negotiate and plead for
its own funding. The budget needed for 2023 in Djibouti was $21 million. By the end of the
year, only $9.45 million (45% of that required) had been raised.

UNHCR provides cash and food for 21-22,000 each month, in the three camps — Ali Addeh,
Holl-Holl and Markazi (near Obock). Amounts for the camps and for urban refugees have
been curtailed because of the budgetary shortfall.

Although UNHCR refers some medical cases for treatment, this process is also necessarily
restricted. Examples of the unavailability of necessary treatment and surgical intervention
have been sent to OSG by the Oromo Refugee Committee in Djibouti.

One cause for concern is the Memorandum of Understanding between Ethiopia and
Somaliland on a proposed Ethiopian port in Somaliland. Three-quarters of Djibouti’s GDP
depends on imports and exports to and from Ethiopia. Per capita income has doubled because
of this trade. Diversion of trade to Somaliland may worsen prospects for Djibouti’s
population, which may affect its attitude to refugees, especially those from Ethiopia.

The recent improvement in the relationship between UNHCR and Oromo refugees is very
welcome indeed.

42



