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OSG total recorded killings 

Including those recorded in this report, OSG has now documented the killing of 5,941 Oromo 

civilians by Ethiopian government and Fano forces. This represents a small fraction of the 

real total, almost certainly under 20% and probably much less. 
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Release of OLF leaders 

On 5 September, after prolonged, illegal detention, despite up to six or more court orders for 

their release, the seven top OLF leaders, six of whom had been in crowded dirty prison cells 

since 2020, were released. (Gada Gebissa was detained in 2021 and had not appeared in 

court.) Spokesman Lemi Gemechu attributed their release to pressure from the OLF, human 

rights organisations, political parties and public advocacy. U.S. diplomacy and the imminent 

arrival of Special Envoy Mike Hammer may have been significant. 

Among their advocates and a regular visitor was Bate Urgessa who would have been released 

alongside the others if he had not been freed because of severe ill health in March 2022. His 

assassination by Ethiopian security forces on 9 April this year and the summary execution in 

cold blood of Lammi Benya’s 19 year-old brother, Fira’ol, in July 2022 in Nekemte, added 

poignancy to the release of the men.  

In detention, Kenassa Ayana developed diabetes and orthopaedic problems causing him great 

difficulty standing and walking, while Gada Gebissa developed Hepatitis B. 

From left to right: Dawit Abdata, Mikael Boran, Lammi Benya, Gada Gebissa, Dr Gada 

Oljira, Kenassa Ayana and Abdi Regassa. Although out of prison, they are neither free nor 

safe.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fano and Amhara militia attacks in East Wallega and Horo Guduru 

The following is a summary of acts of ethnic cleansing by Fano and Amhara Region militia 

in two zones of Oromia Region – East Wallega and Horo Guduru – which abut the southwest 

borders of West and East Gojjam, Amhara Region. The extent of ethnic cleansing by Amhara 

forces of Oromo in the Oromia Special Zone within Amhara Region and in the Oromia 

Region zones of West, North and East Showa is not included in this review. 

Fano first came to OSG’s attention with the release of a video of its supporters beating to 

death at least ten injured Oromo patients from Jille Dhumuga district in the Oromia Special 
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Zone in Amhara Region, after their arrival in an ambulance at Yifat Hospital in Showa Robit 

on 21 March 2021.1 

Reports of Fano atrocities in East Wallega 

and Horo Guduru before October 2021 are 

summarised in OSG Report 60. Some of the 

present summary is taken from that report 

but additional information from OSG 

Reports 58 to 66 is also included.  

The extent and gravity of the violence 

between Amhara and Oromo, instigated and 

fomented by the Ethiopian Prosperity Party 

government, has been hidden and disguised 

by disinformation from government and 

Amhara sources. 

Since the beginning of 2021, Amhara forces (regional militia and Fano), armed and supported 

by the federal government, have been attacking peaceful Oromo villages and towns, killing, 

raping, pillaging, burning and looting, with the expressed purpose of driving them from their 

land so that it can be settled by Amhara.  

Despite the absence of Amhara people in East 

Wallega and Horo Guduru zones until their 

arrival from Wollo in the 1980s during the 

resettlement programme of the Derg, Amhara 

nationalists claim that these zones (as well as 

Showa and the rest of Wallega) are their 

ancestral and historical lands, as shown right.2 

In February 2021, Amhara region militia 

killed dozens in Lalistu Anger village, Gida 

Ayana district, East Wallega. They returned in 

April, agitating settled Amhara communities 

to join them, setting 3,000 hectares of crops and homes ablaze and, in neighbouring towns of 

Agamsa and Kiramu, killing 13 and burning another 47 homes. 

Government Oromia Special Forces (OSF) merely looked on until four of them were killed. 

They then repelled the Amhara belligerents. But these returned on 13 August immediately 

after the OSF withdrew, despite pleas from Oromo farmers for them to remain. Heavily-

armed Amhara militia in civilian clothes drove people from their homes in Kiramu, Agamsa, 

Haro, Sire Doro and Amuru, burning and destroying properties in Gida Ayana and Kiramu 

districts. 

Again in October 2021, dozens were killed by Amhara militia in Guto Gida, East Wallega, 

another 25 in Haro kebele, and others in Kiramu district, East Wallega, and in Jardega Jarte 

district, Horo Guduru zone. In addition to the 47 killed and named by OSG, another 22 were 

 
1 OSG Report 56, p.7; Report 63, p.17. 
2 https://borkena.com/2023/05/09/ethiopia-amara-peoples-future-leaving-the-ethiopian-federation/  

https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-60-.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-56-June-2021.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-63.pdf
https://borkena.com/2023/05/09/ethiopia-amara-peoples-future-leaving-the-ethiopian-federation/
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reported by a local lawyer and activist.3 Hundreds of houses were burnt down. Shops, crops 

and hundreds of cattle were taken or destroyed. Amhara flags were raised in the villages.4 

By January 2022, over 128,000 had been displaced from Guto Gida district alone. In separate 

events in February 2022, 31 were killed in Abe Dongoro district, Horo Guduru, and one week 

later six were killed in Abuna Gudina, in nearby Horo Buluk district. Up to 500 homes were 

burnt in Jardega Jarte district, Horo Guduru, and in Gida Kiramu and Abuna districts of East 

Wallega.5 

During the last week of April 2022, eleven farmers were shot dead by Fano in Jardega Jarte. 

On 24 May, 26 were killed in a mass killing in Biiftuun Nuuf Bate, Horo Guduru, and on 30 

May, a family of three, including a 12 year-old boy, were killed in Jardega Jarte.6 

On 29 August 2022, pro-government forces under the leadership of Feqada Abdisa, 

masquerading as OLA, occupied Agamsa town in Amuru district, Horo Guduru. They 

disarmed Oromo and killed two Oromo and ten Amhara civilians. Next day, heavily armed 

Fano forces, mostly from a base in Haro, Kiramu district, East Wallega, attacked the town, 

killing 105 Oromo, burning houses, looting, destroying businesses, taking away property in 

vehicles, and stealing over 5,000 cattle.7  

Twelve more were killed in Bone Abuna that day. Three weeks later, from 22 to 24 

September, 110 were killed in Jardega Jarte and Amuru districts of Horo Guduru, mostly 

women and children, and again thousands of cattle were stolen. Another 30 or more were 

killed In Kiramu district, East Wallega, on 15 October. Fourteen worshippers were killed in a 

church in Nekemte, East Wallega, on 6 November, and at least 11 were killed in Kiramu 

district, East Wallega, on 29 November 2022.8 

Twenty were killed in Hanger Gutin, East Wallega, on 4 December. In the last week of 

November and the first week of December 2022, 244 Oromo civilians were killed and over 

500 homes destroyed by Fano in Kiramu district alone. More were killed in other districts, 

then and later in December.9 

Killings by Fano continued at a lower frequency, with at least 11 in Horo Guduru and East 

Wallega in April and May 2023.10 

By June 2023, there was no kebele unaffected in Jardega Jarte district, Horo Guduru. 52,000 

had fled to Alibo town and another 58,000 were living off forest fruits in the wild, without 

shelter, refusing to return because of insecurity. OSG was told there was only one kebele, 

Wasti, in the whole of Kiramu district, East Wallega, where Oromo villagers remained. They 

had fled to Kiramu town or Nekemte city or had gone into Horo Guduru zone.11 

 
3 Temesgen Gemechu, presentation at Oromo Studies Association conference, 2 August 2024. 12 mothers were 

reported killed, in Amuru district, Horo Guduru, including Wayitu Charana and her three month old baby, 

Lamitu Defersha and her two month old baby, and Awine Gemechu and her two year old son. Other individuals 

named were Workitu Sima, Desalegn Bayana, Dagitu Bayana, Tolera Tuku Abdisa Debelo, Leta Sileshi and 

Kalbi Belay. 
4 OSG Report 58, p.21 
5 OSG Report 59, p.22 
6 OSG Report 60, p.11 and Report 63, p.28 
7 OSG Report 62, p.15 and pp.24-28, Agamsa Massacre Report. 
8 Ibid. Temesgen Gemechu (see Footnote 3, above) named five of those killed on 29 November in addition to 

Judge Damte Kefyalew, named in Report 62: High School teachers Tafese Ayana and Desalegna Gonfa; 

Finance officer Kebede Haile; Transport officer Tariku Getahun and Agricultural office worker Edosa Tegegn.  
9 Ibid. 
10 OSG Report 63, pp.27-33. 
11 Ibid. 

https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-58.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-59.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-60-.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-63.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-62-24-April-2023.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/The-facts-behind-the-Agamsa-massacre-30-August-2022.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-63.pdf
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In Horo Guduru, 90-100,000 had fled to Agamsa town or Shambu city in Amuru district. All 

those from Jardega Jarte district went to Shambu city. Those gathered in Shambu bus station 

received very little aid. Mothers were reported ‘giving birth in the mud’. IDPs further out, in 

Alibo town, received no help at all.12  

Fano attacks intensified in June and July 2023. By the end of the first week of June, at least 

25 civilians had been killed in Agamsa and surrounding villages in Amuru district, Horo 

Guduru, and three in Kiramu district, East Wallega. On 16 June, at least 27 were killed and 

3,000 cattle stolen in Fano attacks on ten villages in the kebeles of Wasti, Jirma Dongoro and 

Ajana in Kiramu district. Another five were killed in Guduru district, Horo Guduru, on 25 

June and at least three died in East Wallega in July.13 

On 1 September 2023, ENDF withdrew from Abe Dongoro town, Horo Guduru, to their 

barracks outside the town, allowing Fano forces to enter the town and abduct five men, who 

were disappeared, presumed killed.14 On 7 September, Fano killed seven civilians in Gida 

Ayana district, East Wallega, and on 15 September, Fano ordered passengers off a bus which 

was taking them to a funeral. The bus was ambushed in Dicho, Gida Ayana. Fano killed 31 to 

34 by shooting them or cutting their throats.15 

Between July and October 2023, mostly in September, 200,000 IDPs were ordered out of IDP 

camps and coerced or forced to return to East Wallega. Addis Standard pointed out that the 

IDP ‘epicentres’ were the districts bordering Amhara Region – Abe Dongoro, Agamsa, 

Jardega Jarte and Amuru in Horo Guduru zone; and Kiramu, Gida Ayana and Gute in East 

Wallega. When IDPs complained of lack of protection for their return, they were accused by 

the zonal police chief of supporting OLA and told to sell their remaining property in order to 

buy arms to defend themselves against Fano.16 Many had avoided being returned by drifting 

into Shambu and Nekemte cities, to attempt to survive by begging.17 

Ground and drone attacks by ENDF intensified in October 2023, killing at least seven 

civilians. Fano attacks also continued. At least four were killed by the group in Alibo village, 

Jardega Jarte district, Horo Guduru, on 14/15 October, and 13 from Korkobe village, Amuru 

district, were killed by Fano when travelling to harvest crops over the regional border in West 

Gojjam on 12 December.18 

ENDF razed villages in ground and drone attacks in January and February 2024, killing at 

least 12 civilians between 25 December and mid-February and destroying hundreds of 

properties. Fano killed 5-7 civilians in Dicho, Gida Ayana, East Wallega, on 28 February.19 

Between April and June 2024, OSG recorded 36 civilian killings and the burning of homes by 

ENDF in eight separate incidents in East Wallega, and three killings by Fano on 5 June in 

Kiramu district, East Wallega. They were travelling to Amuru district when stopped and 

murdered.20 

Reported on pages 19-20 below are 17 killings by ENDF between 4 July and 22 August in six 

incidents across East Wallega. Recorded killings by Fano are of five farmers (four men and 

 
12 Ibid. 
13 Ibid. 
14 Ibid. 
15 OSG Report 64, pp.17-21. 
16  https://addisstandard.com/in-depth-idps-in-western-oromia-suffer-from-lack-of-aid-forced-returns-amid- 

volatile-security/    
17 OSG Report 64, pp.17-21. 
18 Ibid. 
19 OSG Report 65, pp.12-14. 
20 OSG Report 66, pp.33-35. 

https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-64.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-64.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-65-14-March-2024.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-66.pdf
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one widowed mother of three) in Abe Dongoro district, Horo Guduru, on 16 August, and of 

three men, in their forties, returning from market in Merga Jiregna to Wasti in Kiramu 

district, East Wallega, on 31 August. Another is critically ill in Nekemte hospital. The ENDF 

arrived ‘too late to prevent the killings.’21 Fano killed two more men on 14 September. 

The nature and effect of Fano 

The behaviour of Fano troops contradicts claims made by their supporters and apologists that 

they are merely defending Amhara civilians from attacks and abuse by ENDF and OLA.22 

The barbarity of Fano in Western Tigray, their slaughter and rape of civilians there, is a 

reflection of their zero-sum policy of absolute control of an expanded Amhara state from 

which other peoples have been removed or cowed into submission and servitude. 

Burning civilians alive in their huts, cutting throats of women, children and elders, gang-rape 

of young girls and elderly women, decapitation and dismembering victims and proudly 

displaying their heads and body parts; all of these atrocities have been reported by OSG in 

many instances since 2021 and in all areas where Fano has operated.   

This behaviour has never been acknowledged by Amhara nationalists, although it has been 

falsely ascribed to their perceived enemies, especially Oromo people and OLA, whom they 

wish to demonise and dehumanise. 

One woman, interviewed in 2023 as an IDP in Shambu bus station, described abuses which 

exemplify Fano’s commitment to demoralise and destroy the spirit of the Oromo people. She 

wept uncontrollably while telling how she could not relate to her newly born baby following 

her traumatic experiences. When Fano attacked her village near Kiramu town, East Wallega, 

in November 2022, they tied her husband to a chair so he was forced to watch his pregnant 

wife being gang-raped. She was then forced to watch as they killed, decapitated and 

dismembered her husband. She had to flee with her children, leaving her husband’s remains 

where they lay.23 

Three young girls in Shambu, from Jardega Jarte town and a village near Alibo were so 

traumatised by gang-rape that when they found they were pregnant, they ran away from the 

IDP camp to the forest where they committed suicide by hanging themselves.24 

In March, OCHA reported there were 1.5 million IDPs in Oromia Region, over 750,000 in 

the four Wallega zones, where they were living in destitution and prone to frequent attacks of 

sexual violence.25 

Attempts to force IDPs to return to their villages in East Wallega and Horo Guduru have met 

with little success. IDPs have simply dispersed to eke out a peripheral existence in towns and 

cities like Nekemte and Shambu. They, unlike their Amhara counterparts, are forbidden to 

carry arms and most of the returnees are therefore Amhara, who are being joined by settlers 

from Amhara Region, substantially changing the demography of East Wallega. There have 

been fewer returns to Horo Guduru zone, because of intense fighting between OLA and 

ENDF there.26 

 
21 https://addisstandard.com/deadly-assault-in-east-wollega-zone-of-oromia-region-claims-three-lives-leaves-

one-wounded/  
22 OSG Report 66, pp.5-6. 
23 OSG Report 63, p.29. 
24 OSG Report 65, p.14. 
25 Ibid. 
26 Ibid. 

https://addisstandard.com/deadly-assault-in-east-wollega-zone-of-oromia-region-claims-three-lives-leaves-one-wounded/
https://addisstandard.com/deadly-assault-in-east-wollega-zone-of-oromia-region-claims-three-lives-leaves-one-wounded/
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-66.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-63.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-65-14-March-2024.pdf
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Oromo who have returned to their homes in East Wallega told Addis Standard recently that 

attempts to reconcile Oromo and Amhara communities in Kiramu district a few months 

previously had enabled some to resume working on their farms, but complained of lack of 

protection and support.  

One man from Merga Jireenya village told Addis Standard ‘Instead, they are instilling fear 

among residents and driving people away from villages such as Nono and Limu.’ Another, 

from Wasti kebele, told how, despite the reconciliation talks, disarmament did not occur 

within the Amhara communities, which remained outside the control of the Kiramu district 

administration. There were no security personnel and the ‘prevailing absence of the rule of 

law is significantly impacting the daily lives of residents and farmers in the area’ he said.27 

As stated to Addis Standard by an Oromo who fled from Kiramu district in October 2022, the 

attackers ‘grew up among us and speak our language. They know the village, they went there 

[to the Amhara Region] and get trained and came back fully armed.’ The reason for the 

attacks was to ‘displace people from their land.’28 

Collusion between ENDF and Fano 

Fano has been assisted directly and indirectly by government forces, in different and non-

uniform ways, before and after the Amhara revolt in August 2023 against the government 

plan to absorb Amhara regional militia and Fano into the ENDF. 

ENDF was training and equipping Fano with heavy weapons, ‘Brens and Dshk,’ before they 

launched their onslaught on Oromo civilians in the Oromia Special Zone in Amhara Region. 

They have continued to use heavy artillery against Oromo civilians in Horo Guduru, East 

Wallega and in Showa zones. 

Fano’s aggression against Oromo civilians may be considered counterintuitive because Fano 

and OLA are both fighting ENDF. But OLA and its civilian support base, without which it 

would be unsustainable, are common enemies to both Fano and government forces, whose 

collusion is evident in several ways.  

Indirect collusion is evident from the refusal of federal and government regional Oromia 

forces to engage Fano when attacking Oromo civilian villages, for example in East Wallega 

in February 2021 (see p.4, above) and in October 2022.29 Even now, government forces stand 

by or are too late to intervene when Fano attacks civilians, for example in East Wallega (see 

p.7, above) and West Showa.30  

The disarming of Oromo civilians and the failure to disarm Amharas in East Wallega and 

elsewhere is another example of indirect collusion.31 

Indirect assistance is also given when ENDF do not pursue Fano into Oromia and 

Benishangul-Gumuz regions. OSG is not aware of a single instance of engagement between 

Fano and federal forces in Benishangul-Gumuz or Oromia regions, with the exception of East 

Showa when Fano and Amhara settlers were driven from Oromo Karrayyu land in Fantale 

district, to ensure government control of the valuable trade route from Finfinnee to the East.32  

 
27 https://addisstandard.com/deadly-assault-in-east-wollega-zone-of-oromia-region-claims-three-lives-leaves-

one-wounded/ 
28 https://addisstandard.com/news-at-least-30-people-killed-in-an-attacks-blamed-on-fano-militants-in-east-

wollega-zone-of-oromia-region-local-official-2/  
29 OSG Report 62, p.26. 
30 For example, the Nono wedding massacre on 14 June, OSG Report 66, p.24. 
31 For example, see above and OSG Report 65, p.13. 
32 OSG Report 66, p.29. 

https://addisstandard.com/deadly-assault-in-east-wollega-zone-of-oromia-region-claims-three-lives-leaves-one-wounded/
https://addisstandard.com/deadly-assault-in-east-wollega-zone-of-oromia-region-claims-three-lives-leaves-one-wounded/
https://addisstandard.com/news-at-least-30-people-killed-in-an-attacks-blamed-on-fano-militants-in-east-wollega-zone-of-oromia-region-local-official-2/
https://addisstandard.com/news-at-least-30-people-killed-in-an-attacks-blamed-on-fano-militants-in-east-wollega-zone-of-oromia-region-local-official-2/
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-62-24-April-2023.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-66.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-65-14-March-2024.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-66.pdf
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In Wollo, the Oromia Special Zone, Amhara Region, assistance to Fano was more direct 

according to an eye-witness account. Besieged Oromo villagers thought that arriving 

government forces were going to protect them from a Fano attack in March 2024, but the 

Amhara commander turned his ENDF troops’ guns on the Oromo.33  

One local lawyer and activist reported on 2 August (see footnote 3 above) that ENDF military 

camps in East Wallega were deliberately placed to prevent Oromo communities coming to 

each other’s aid when attacked.  

To further muddy the waters regarding collusion between Fano and government forces, OSG 

has received credible claims that government forces which masquerade as Fano may be 

responsible for some of the abuses committed against Oromo civilians (see p.13, below), just 

as forces masquerading as OLA have committed atrocities.34  

Strong evidence of government collusion with Fano is that Fano has openly established bases 

and even a training centre in East Wallega. Addis Standard was told that Fano operates from 

four bases there, in Wofchi, Haro, Dubuq, and Chafe Gudina, with a training centre in Bagin 

village, Kiramu district.35 

Information and disinformation 

There are two problems with obtaining accurate information about ENDF and Fano atrocities 

against Oromo civilians. First is the lack of information because of lack of access. For 

example, initial reports of the Fano massacre in Biftuun Nuuf Bate, Horo Guduru, on 24 May 

2022 included only 15 names of those killed,36 but a later report from a local informant 

named at least another 12.37 Initial reports of the Agamsa massacre on 30 August 2022, were 

of 63 killed,38 but a later detailed report from eye-witnesses recorded 105 fatalities.39 

Unknown numbers are killed in attacks which are never reported. 

The second and more sinister problem is the dissemination of misleading and inaccurate 

information, where the facts are confused or distorted in order to blame the victims of abuses; 

in deliberate attempts to ‘other’ the Oromo, to dehumanise and denigrate Oromo civilians and 

OLA. In general, there are two ways of doing this; government forces masquerading as OLA 

and straightforward deception – disinformation. 

According to a source with connections within the Prosperity Party government, 5,000 

fighters have been trained with the sole purpose of impersonating OLA. An Oromo claiming 

to be a senior political figure in Oromia stated anonymously at interview in June that armed 

groups had been trained by the government to impersonate OLA and Fano and had 

committed atrocities which were blamed on either group,40 including specifically the killings 

and destruction of property in Shashemane and Dheera in West Arsi after the assassination of 

Hachalu Hundessa in June 2020.  

 
33 Ibid. p.14. 
34 For example, the Guliso massacre, November 2020, see OSG Report 54, p.17. 
35 Addis Standard. 3 September. https://addisstandard.com/deadly-assault-in-east-wollega-zone-of-oromia-

region-claims-three-lives-leaves-one-wounded/ 
36 OSG Report 60, pp.11 and 23-24. 
37 Report 63, p.28. 
38 OSG Press Release 8 September 2022 
39 Agamsa Massacre Report 
40 See p.11. 

https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report54-January-2021.pdf
https://addisstandard.com/deadly-assault-in-east-wollega-zone-of-oromia-region-claims-three-lives-leaves-one-wounded/
https://addisstandard.com/deadly-assault-in-east-wollega-zone-of-oromia-region-claims-three-lives-leaves-one-wounded/
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-60-.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-63.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Press-Release-8-September-2022.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/The-facts-behind-the-Agamsa-massacre-30-August-2022.pdf
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Close scrutiny of the report by Addis Standard is consistent only with these disturbances 

being caused by outside forces, not Qeerroo members, who were universally blamed.41 

Another example is the massacre of Amhara settlers in Guliso, West Wallega, in November 

2020 which was performed by government forces masquerading as OLA.42 But even Amnesty 

International re-iterated the claim that ‘suspected members’ of OLA were responsible in the 

first line of its report.43 

The reportage of other massacres has been deliberately deceptive. When at least 25, mostly 

Amhara, settlers were killed by government troops masquerading as OLA in Tole, Southwest 

Showa, in June 2022, Amhara media, deliberately mistranslating local reports in Amharic, 

claimed over 200 were killed by OLA, within 24 hours of the incident.44,45 A government 

official admitted the distortion, that government troops were responsible, when interviewed 

in Amharic.46 But the story was turned around by mistranslation to claim collusion between 

local administrators and OLA.47 

Disinformation from the Amhara Association of America, claimed that the Agamsa, Horo 

Guduru, massacre in August 2022 was of Amhara civilians by OLA fighters,48 but a 

definitive report by residents of Agamsa described in detail how over 100 Oromo civilians 

were killed and their property taken by Fano.49 

Five Oromo en route from Gutin town to Gida Ayana were taken from a bus in Dicho kebele 

on 15 September 2023 and killed by Amhara militia which had been armed and encouraged 

to fight OLA in that area.50 An ENDF general announced shortly afterwards that the attack 

was carried by OLA.51 

Amhara testimonies to Santa Barbara County, California, which passed a resolution ‘in 

support of the Amhara people’ on 27 February 2024 in response, portrayed Amhara as 

innocent victims of atrocities performed by the OLF and OLA, including ‘gruesome mass 

killings.’52 No-one questioned this fabrication. 

The spread of disinformation by the Ethiopian government and by Amhara organisations has 

been so frequent and so widespread that respected journalists and news agencies have 

assumed the narrative that OLA has been responsible for atrocities which were committed by 

Fano, other Amhara forces and by government forces directly or masquerading as regional 

forces.  

 
41 Addis Standard, 15 July 2020, https://addisstandard.com/in-depth-analysis-spate-of-targeted-attacks-

excessive-use-of-force-by-security-in-oromia-leave-death-trails-destruction/  
42 OSG Report 54, p.17. 
43 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2020/11/ethiopia-over-50-ethnic-amhara-killed-in-attack-on-

village-by-armed-group/  
44 https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Tole-Massacre-Reporting-on-Ethiopia_6-July-

2022.pdf  
45 https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Press-Release-Slaughter-and-Slander-of-OLA-

5-July-2022.pdf  
46 Interview by Konjit Sitotaw, 24 June, Mereja.com – Ethiopian Amharic News. 

https://mereja.com/amharic/v2/727155  
47 For example, translation by Dr Assefa Negash at https://borkena.com/2022/06/25/amhara-genocide-in-thetole-

locality-of-wellega-western-ethiopia/  or EthioNews journalist, Belay Manaye.  
48 https://www.amharaamerica.org/post/the-agamsa-massacre-of-amharas  
49 Agamsa Massacre Report 
50 OSG Report 64, pp.19-20. 
51 Reported by Temesgen Gemechu. See Footnote 3, above. 
52 HNN News, from 21m.34s. to 24m.20s into the broadcast, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hoVjimYoFvM  

https://addisstandard.com/in-depth-analysis-spate-of-targeted-attacks-excessive-use-of-force-by-security-in-oromia-leave-death-trails-destruction/
https://addisstandard.com/in-depth-analysis-spate-of-targeted-attacks-excessive-use-of-force-by-security-in-oromia-leave-death-trails-destruction/
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report54-January-2021.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2020/11/ethiopia-over-50-ethnic-amhara-killed-in-attack-on-village-by-armed-group/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2020/11/ethiopia-over-50-ethnic-amhara-killed-in-attack-on-village-by-armed-group/
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Tole-Massacre-Reporting-on-Ethiopia_6-July-2022.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Tole-Massacre-Reporting-on-Ethiopia_6-July-2022.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Press-Release-Slaughter-and-Slander-of-OLA-5-July-2022.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Press-Release-Slaughter-and-Slander-of-OLA-5-July-2022.pdf
https://mereja.com/amharic/v2/727155
https://borkena.com/2022/06/25/amhara-genocide-in-thetole-locality-of-wellega-western-ethiopia/
https://borkena.com/2022/06/25/amhara-genocide-in-thetole-locality-of-wellega-western-ethiopia/
https://www.facebook.com/100003253418000/posts/pfbid0unM7ZtByaDAxcphhEgbG1KqjQ3QQMWqNzWNtf3LmFmW7HoC1i5dLWEgbdFUKpxNAl/?d=n
https://www.amharaamerica.org/post/the-agamsa-massacre-of-amharas
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/The-facts-behind-the-Agamsa-massacre-30-August-2022.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-64.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hoVjimYoFvM
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In Tom Gardner’s excellent book on Abiy Ahmed, The Abiy Project, the author assumes that 

OLA is responsible for atrocities against Amhara people living in Oromia Region, responding 

to the volume of negative propaganda regarding OLA. Mud sticks. 

Oromo official confirms clandestine military and cyber forces foment 

hatred between Oromo and Amhara 

On 27 June, Abebe Belew broadcast within his 

programme on Addis Dimts Multimedia a 

recording of a senior Oromo government figure 

describing secret forces whose sole purpose was 

to denigrate OLA/OLF and Fano, and thereby 

drive a wedge between Oromo and Amhara.53 

The 32 minute recording was broadcast 

separately on YouTube, again introduced by 

Abebe Belew, on ‘It’s me Ageri’ channel.54 

Both Abebe Belew and the anonymous highly placed Oromo government figure are 

supporters of Fano and opposed to a multinational federation in Ethiopia. Nonetheless, the 

information revealed by the government insider confirms the extent of clandestine and 

criminal networks employed by Abiy Ahmed to sow hatred and discord between Ethiopia’s 

two largest groups. 

The recording describes some of the activities of the Koree Nageenya committees although it 

does not name them as such and includes more than has been previously ascribed to them. 

The recording was translated for OSG by former Oromo Studies Association President Dr 

Ebissa Regassa. It is summarised below, with translated excerpts. 

The official, with a ‘high position leadership role in Oromia Region’, sent the recording 

because of the deteriorating situation due to ‘the ongoing nefarious political programmes in 

Oromia Region’. ‘The economy is in a shambles and the country is on the verge of 

disintegration. Instability continues to be a chronic problem’ he said. 

Secret committees, ‘government Shanee’ and instigated violence 

‘The government has deployed secret killing squads throughout Oromia Region and created a 

media war to ensure Oromo and Amhara remain enemies. . . . They are working very hard to 

ensure these large groups move into a major clash.’ 

He stated that a speech by Abiy Ahmed in Nekemte on 24 April was provocative to Amhara 

because it highlighted the oppression and discrimination of Oromo by Amhara in the former 

empire. 

The government force which masquerades as OLA ‘Oneg Shanee’ was established by Abiy 

Ahmed, Shimelis Abdisa and Demelash Gebremichael (Commissioner General of Federal 

Police and former head of the National Intelligence and Security Service) in November 2018 

in West Showa, and now is supported by ‘Dhaba Debele, Abebe Garasu, Commander 

Megersa and General Berhanu Jula.’ 

The ‘killing squads’ were encouraged to ‘rob and plunder’ civilians to sustain and enrich 

themselves. In about February 2019, imprisoned criminals and OLF fighters were recruited 

too. A committee [Koree Nageenya] which directs the group meets twice a month and 

consists of Shimelis Abdisa, Awolu Abdi (Oromia Region Vice-President), Fekadu Tessema 

 
53 https://rumble.com/v5467c9-309338793.html  
54 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wqjijij36sw  

https://rumble.com/v5467c9-309338793.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wqjijij36sw
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(Prosperity Party head in Oromia), Ararsa Merdasa (Oromia Region Police Commissioner), 

Demelash Gebremichael, ‘Colonel Abebe and Commander Megressa.’ 

‘This mafia group’ began operating mainly where the OLF enjoyed support, in Guji and 

Wallega zones. Those caught with OLF flags were beaten, killed and raped. They ‘killed 

children in front of their parents . . . sexually abused women . . . killed people in their homes, 

burned them alive and slaughtered their livestock. They have even taken pictures and videos 

of these acts and have released them to the media . . . to tarnish the image of OLA/OLF. They 

release these to the media and claim they are fighting Shanee at the same time.’ 

He reported that many banks have been robbed by the group ‘with full knowledge of the 

government’ and that Col. Kamal Galchu [who defected from the OLF] was ‘taken from the 

public sphere’ when he began complaining about the robberies. 

‘The government has an organized approach to make sure OLF is painted as monsters with 

the population, because they cannot win the hearts and minds of the Oromo. It cannot 

legitimately separate OLF from the minds of the Oromo.’ 

‘In some cases, this group is succeeding because as we see today not many people are seen 

carrying an OLF flag.’ Government officials and cadres now regard the OLF as a public 

enemy. ‘Because of this disinformation and propaganda much of the public has a 

misunderstanding of what the OLF is about.’ 

After September 2019, the group began killing Amhara living in Oromia Region ‘to make 

sure the Qeerroo youth movement and the Fano youth movement do not ever come together 

and become a force’ as they began to after 2010. He later stated that the ‘government Shanee’ 

were responsible for the killing of an Amhara student at Dembi Dollo University (in Qellem 

Wallega). 

During the Irreecha festival in 2019, in a speech designed to offend Amhara, Shimelis Abdisa 

said the ‘neftegna oppression’ was ended [referring to the rifle carrying Amhara land owners 

who exploited Oromo peasants in the days of empire]. ‘It sent a message that Oromo are out 

to target Amhara . . . to intensify their killing.’ 

The group attempted to assassinate Jawar Mohammed on the orders of Shimelis and 

Demelash and in the ensuing riots the ‘mafia group’ destroyed property and killed over 300, 

more than the official figure of about 100. The government ‘Shanee’ were responsible for the 

destruction and killing in Shashemane ‘to tarnish the image of the Qeerroo youth movement 

and Jawar Mohammed.’ He later said that when local Shashemane officials tried to stop the 

burning and destruction, they were told to stand down by direct order from Shimelis Abdisa. 

Jawar’s visit to Amhara Region began to ‘reshape the narrative that Oromo were evil 

monsters’ so more killings and assassinations were made to take place. ‘Police Commissioner 

Dachassa, Solomon Tadesse, killed in Burayu, and Commander Tesfaye Dinku were all 

eliminated by this group.’ 

‘Hachalu Hundessa’s assassination was done by the order of the Prime Minister with close 

cooperation of Demeke Mekonnen [Deputy Prime Minister]. Haacaaluu was killed in Paster 

Condominium area in Addis Ababa [close to St Paul’s Hospital].  His body was taken and 

dumped in the area of Gelan Condominium. Following his assassination, the burning down of 

businesses and the killings that took place in many different cities were purposely carried out 

by this government-organised group.’ 

The whistleblower went on to describe at length how secret committees were responsible for 

all major decisions and that parliamentary, ministerial and foreign relations decisions were all 

managed ‘behind the scenes’ by them. ‘Parliament is just a façade. They have no real 
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decision-making powers and are there just for public consumption.’ ‘Real issues are not even 

discussed by the government.’ The government is only concerned with parks and hospitals 

and ‘not the real issues plaguing the country.’ 

Government Fano 

‘In October 2021, a second killing squad was created in the name of ‘Amhara Fano’ in 

western zones of Wallega with clear input from the Prime Minister, Ararsa Merdassa, Awolu 

Abdi, and Fekadu Tessema. The primary mission of this group is to kill and displace Oromo  

. . . supposedly in revenge for the killings of Amhara people in Oromia region. . . . As a result 

there has been tremendous displacement especially in the western zones of Wallega, and 

Nono district, West Showa, where massive displacement of Oromo from their farmland has 

occurred. . . . Many Oromo farmers were killed, property confiscated, homes and farming 

compounds burned down.’ 

He claimed that in an attempt to ‘trash the image of the genuine Fano’ an Amhara-speaking 

‘government Fano’ was created in Amhara Region by Temesgen Tirunhe, Dessalegn Tasaw 

and Sema Tiruneh to ‘kill, rob, and kidnap people in their region, similar to what had 

happened in the Oromia Region.’ 

Cyber armies 

‘Another group that the Prime Minister organised and relies heavily upon is a cyber army that 

perpetuates and disseminates misinformation and disinformation. These ‘Cyber Cadres’ are 

organized from the topmost federal level down to the local level. They take orders from the 

Prosperity Party’s Central Committee. This also includes the AI [artificial intelligence] 

group.’ 

‘The main leaders that spearhead the cyber armies to spread disinformation are Addissu 

Arega, Tesema Tiruneh, Sadeqe Abreha, Daniel Kibret, and Shimelis Abdisa. This operation 

has branch offices in all the regions.  The biggest concentration is in Oromia Region, Amhara 

Region and Addis Ababa. The budget for these Cyber Cadres is covered by the Oromia 

Regional Office. Also, the Prime Minister's Office supports and funds this group in unofficial 

ways. All the activities of this Cyber Cadre group are fully shared with the Prime Minister’s 

Office. . . . Only he has access and information on all the officials operating at the higher 

level. Anytime he wishes he could use that information to take action against them.’ 

For this reason, ‘all the higher officials from this group, including the Presidents of the 

regions, are completely beholden to the Prime Minister who has access to all the information. 

This group is only involved in gathering the information; they don't have full access to the 

data that come from the different parts of the organisation. However, the Prime Minister has 

it all and has full control to dictate how the information is utilized. The Prime Minister is very 

careful. Even some of the actions and orders that he gives are done in secret, on a one-to-one 

basis. Therefore, this group does not have information that could be used against the Prime 

Minister. The Prime Minister makes sure that this does not occur and therefore conducts its 

business in a secret manner outside the purview of this group, to give him plausible 

deniability as well.’ 

The yearly budget for this was 5 million Birr when it began but is much bigger now, since 

receiving funds from Oromia Region. It uses social media, including Facebook, YouTube and 

others, with users taking on multiple identities, using different accounts, to express support 

for the Prosperity Party and Abiy Ahmed, including celebrity endorsement, and to spread 

propaganda to create a wedge between Amhara and Oromo, tarnishing Fano and OLA. The 

official named nine individuals who run the cyber group and who ‘do what they are told.’ 
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End piece 

He went on to bemoan the hijacking of the peaceful Qeerroo revolution ‘the first time in 

history when peaceful resistance brought about political change in the country’ by Abiy 

Ahmed’s groups who were ‘operating clandestinely to make sure that legitimate political 

leaders and parties do not take part and the country was engulfed in an outbreak of armed 

resistance throughout the country.’ 

He then praised Fano, saying that unlike other resistance movements it consisted of educated 

people and would therefore succeed where others failed. ‘Those who have the guns are 

actually people who hold degrees.’ He suggested that Oromo were beginning to support Fano 

because there were differences between Oromo from different parts of Ethiopia and that ‘it 

appears a better option for them to be united through Ethiopia.’ 

OSG profoundly disagrees with this point of view and its assumption of Amhara superiority 

over others, but nevertheless encourages Fano to disassociate itself from the atrocities 

attributed to it and to encourage peaceful coexistence along the borders of Amhara Region. 

Regional security 

It appears that Abiy Ahmed’s messianic vision is not limited to his becoming the new 

emperor of Ethiopia. His attempts at regional hegemony are destabilising the Horn of Africa 

and beyond. Emirati and Saudi desire for land, gold and regional influence are already 

fuelling genocidal conflict in Sudan. By bankrolling Abiy’s regime, the UAE is enabling him 

to generate a conflict which draws in Egypt, Eritrea, Turkey, Somalia and its breakaway 

states of Somaliland and Puntland. 

An IMF bailout of $3.4 billion and at least $1.5 billion from the World Bank for grants and 

loans, which followed the removal of Ethiopia’s fixed currency exchange rate in July, has 

equipped him to buy more drones and other weaponry.  

The ensuing loss of 30% of the Birr’s value against the dollar, and 18.6% annual inflation up 

to July, has further impoverished the population. Similar economic reforms led to civil unrest 

in Kenya and Nigeria. Ethiopia’s people are already devastated by war and displacement 

across at least the four regions of Oromia, Amhara, Tigray and Benishangul-Gumuz. 

Abiy’s belligerence over his January Memorandum of Understanding with Somaliland, to 

establish a port and naval base in exchange for recognising the state’s independence from 

Somalia, and his refusal to negotiate an equitable settlement with Egypt over the Nile waters 

and the, now complete, Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, have put him at loggerheads with 

both Somalia and Egypt. 

Somalia signed a peace agreement with Egypt on 14 August and two planes loaded with 

Egyptian arms arrived in Mogadishu on 27 August. An Egyptian warship delivered more 

weapons on 22 September and Egypt warned its nationals to leave Somaliland. Egyptian 

army officers accompanied the first weapons shipment and 10,000 troops are reportedly 

bound for Somalia, to replace Ethiopian soldiers in the African Union mission to keep al 

Shabaab at bay. Talks between Egypt and Eritrea have also taken place. 

Ethiopian and Somali foreign ministries have traded accusations of destabilising the region. 

Somalia has accused of Ethiopia of violating its territorial sovereignty and annexing 

Somaliland. It vowed not to ‘allow Ethiopia to forcefully reach the sea.’ Members of 

Parliament in Somalia’s South West state, bordering Ethiopia, have claimed that the deal with 

Egypt did not have parliamentary approval and could ‘bring the Nile issue to Somalia.’  
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Djibouti is so concerned about losing out to a Somaliland port that it has offered to share the 

running of its 2017 $60 million facility at Tadjoura. The main port in Djiboutiville is a 

lifeline to both countries. 

Meanwhile, on 11 September, the Somaliland Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced that the 

MoU with Ethiopia was finalised and a formal legal agreement was imminent. 

On 20 September, Somalia accused Ethiopia of sending two lorries containing arms to 

Puntland and of sending arms to Galmudug region and Baidoa, in a ‘clear breech of 

Somalia’s territorial sovereignty.’ 

U.S. Marine Corps General Michael Langley, commander of U.S. Africa Command, in an 

interview with Voice of America on 1 October,55 said that the Ethiopian contribution to the 

African Union force in Somalia had been integral in achieving gains against al Shabaab; 

gains which had suffered reverses in 2024. He expressed concern about the possible removal 

of the Ethiopian contingent at the end of the year and about the possible coalescence of 

Houthis forces in the Red Sea with al Shabaab and a growing number of ISIS fighters in 

Somalia. His greatest concern in Africa is the effect of the rift between Ethiopia and Somalia 

on the containment of al Shabaab. Another concern is ISIS. When asked about the ISIS leader 

in Somalia, Abdul Qadir Moomin, General Langley said that reports that he was the global 

leader of ISIS were credible and should be taken seriously. 

Abuses in North, West and Southwest Showa 

Killings 

According to Addis Standard, 20 July,56 18 civilians were killed and six injured in two days 

of attacks by Fano ‘assailants operating in the Darra district’ of North Showa in December 

2023 and residents who appealed to ENDF stationed in the area were told by government 

military leaders ‘they were not authorised to intervene.’ A local teacher told Addis Standard 

that only four out of 93 education facilities in the area were functioning and accepting 

students. 

On 17 July, three civilians were killed, allegedly by Fano militants, in Jiru Dad village, Darra 

district. North Showa:57 

Mulu Geta, 15 years old 

Ababu Tesema, 17, 

Jobo Abera, 30. 

Mulu and Tesema were herding animals. A large number of displacements followed, 

including over 40 households from Dhaka, in Jiru Dad. They fled to nearby villages of Warra 

Gabro and Manketa Wariyo and to villages in Hindhabu Abote district. 

Dereje Fayissa (right), a farmer in Yaya Alango, North Showa, was 

reported killed by ENDF on 18 July (W1). 

Addis Standard, 26 July, reported that three were killed and another 

two injured, allegedly by Fano militants, in Ilu Goda Chaffee, Darra 

district, North Showa, on 24 July.58 Those killed were: 

 

 
55 https://www.tiktok.com/@speechles00/video/7420893312678202656?_r=1&_t=8qC8Ls7GtWJ  
56 https://addisstandard.com/conflict-claims-lives-of-three-civilians-in-darra-district-oromia-region-another-

three-reportedly-killed-by-govt-forces-in-west-wollega/ 
57 Ibid. 
58 https://addisstandard.com/fresh-attack-kills-three-in-darra-district-400-students-stranded-at-salale-university-

amid-escalating-insecurity/  

https://www.tiktok.com/@speechles00/video/7420893312678202656?_r=1&_t=8qC8Ls7GtWJ
https://addisstandard.com/conflict-claims-lives-of-three-civilians-in-darra-district-oromia-region-another-three-reportedly-killed-by-govt-forces-in-west-wollega/
https://addisstandard.com/conflict-claims-lives-of-three-civilians-in-darra-district-oromia-region-another-three-reportedly-killed-by-govt-forces-in-west-wollega/
https://addisstandard.com/fresh-attack-kills-three-in-darra-district-400-students-stranded-at-salale-university-amid-escalating-insecurity/
https://addisstandard.com/fresh-attack-kills-three-in-darra-district-400-students-stranded-at-salale-university-amid-escalating-insecurity/
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Uwe Girma 

Abu Ibrahim 

Abdulwahid Jemal 

Abu Sayid and a local police officer were injured. 

On 31 July, Bedassa Tuulii (right), a young man in Hindhabu Abote 

district, North Showa, was killed by ENDF (W1). 

Indiris Wagi and Tolosa Abichu, two young men in Yaya Gulale, 

North Showa, were killed by government forces on 12 August (W1). 

Tomas Gemechu, a farmer in Bakko district, 

West Showa, was killed by ENDF on 16 August 

(W1). 

Asefa Boja (left), a young shopkeeper in Ejere 

town, West Showa, was taken from his home 

and imprisoned on about 17 August. He was 

robbed of 312,000 Birr from his shop. On 20 

August, he was taken from prison and killed 

(W1). 

Tejitu Negash, a woman living in Jibat district, West Showa, was killed on or just before 24 

August by ENDF, because her son had joined OLA (W1). 

Husband and wife, Wakuma Babisho and Tejitu Kumsa, Cobi district, West Showa, were 

reported killed on 27 August, because two of their children had joined OLA (W1). 

On 3 September, three were killed in Ijaji and Bakko districts, West Showa (W1): 

Lalisa Getahun 

Ms Tigist Mamo  

Robera 

Wakgari Atomsa (right) was taken 

from prison in Woliso, Southwest 

Showa, on or just before 10 

September and killed (W1). 

Getachew Megersa (left) was 

killed, allegedly by Fano, in Kuyu Salale, North Showa, on 18 

September (W1). 

A young man was killed in Burayu, in the west of Finfinnee, in the 

Oromia Special Zone around the capital on 24 September, but his name 

was not known (W1). 

Fighting, burning, detentions, students stranded, farmers displaced 

Amid the widespread military engagements between government forces, OLA and Fano, 

there have been reports of a large number of imprisonments in at least Yaya Gulale and 

Hindhabu Abote districts in North Showa (19 August, W1), and the burning of homes and 

properties by ENDF in Darra district, North Showa. The image of distant burning properties, 
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shown left, is taken from a video of an anguished song of lament 

in Darra district, which was broadcast on Tiktok on 27 August.59 

A longer version with introduction and explanation on 

ShaboMedia is available.60 

It was reported to OSG on 3 September that intense fighting 

between OLA and ENDF had continued for several days and that 

‘all Oromia roads’ to Finfinnee had been closed by ‘OLA and 

Qeerroo’ (W1). 

On 26 July, Addis Standard reported that nearly 400 grade 12 

students who had taken their school leaving exams at Salale 

University in Fiche, Darra district, North Showa, were stranded 

there for at least two weeks because the road from Darra to Fiche 

was unsafe, due to fighting. Thousands, mostly farmers, have 

been living in Amhara Region since being displaced by the conflict in Darra district last 

year.61 

Kidnapping of students 

There is confusion, claim and counterclaim about the fate of students kidnapped in July in 

North Showa and the identity of the kidnappers. Large numbers of kidnappings in Amhara 

and Oromia Regions have been reported over the last year. 

Addis Standard reported on 10 July that about 100 students of Debark University, North 

Gonder, were kidnapped near Garba Guracha town in North Showa of Oromia Region, on 3 

July while travelling back to Finfinnee, and that families were distressed by ransom demands 

of 500-700,000 Birr,62 and, later, one million Birr.63  

The later report from the online magazine quoted the Oromia Communication Service Bureau 

which stated that a government security operation had freed 160 out of 167 kidnapped 

students, contrary to claims by parents of some students of their continued detention. OLA 

denied any involvement, contrary to claims by some parents, and blamed government forces 

for the abductions. 

Addis Standard subsequently quoted BBC reports that 16 students, including at least nine 

females and two males, had been released after ransoms of 100-500,000 were paid to various 

banks. They were set free in a remote area and had walked for several hours to Tulu Milki 

town, North Showa. They reported that two men, not students, who had been captured with 

them, were killed by their captors.64 Despite government reports of releases, parents of at 

least some students told reporters they were still in captivity. 

 

 

 

 
59 https://www.tiktok.com/@tizita34236/video/7407227071488888081?_r=1&_t=8pBe4ENQ6TI 
60 https://www.facebook.com/shabomediaoromiya/videos/1490795644975629 at 1 hour 3 mins into the news 

programme, introduced by broadcaster Gaammee Galgalo, Melbourne. 
61 https://addisstandard.com/fresh-attack-kills-three-in-darra-district-400-students-stranded-at-salale-university-

amid-escalating-insecurity/  
62 https://addisstandard.com/families-of-kidnapped-university-students-distressed-by-overwhelming-ransom-

demands-govt-inaction/  
63 https://addisstandard.com/human-rights-council-urges-govt-action-as-most-kidnapped-university-students-

remain-in-captivity/  
64 https://twitter.com/addisstandard/status/1821092605368701104  

https://www.tiktok.com/@tizita34236/video/7407227071488888081?_r=1&_t=8pBe4ENQ6TI
https://www.facebook.com/shabomediaoromiya/videos/1490795644975629
https://addisstandard.com/fresh-attack-kills-three-in-darra-district-400-students-stranded-at-salale-university-amid-escalating-insecurity/
https://addisstandard.com/fresh-attack-kills-three-in-darra-district-400-students-stranded-at-salale-university-amid-escalating-insecurity/
https://addisstandard.com/families-of-kidnapped-university-students-distressed-by-overwhelming-ransom-demands-govt-inaction/
https://addisstandard.com/families-of-kidnapped-university-students-distressed-by-overwhelming-ransom-demands-govt-inaction/
https://addisstandard.com/human-rights-council-urges-govt-action-as-most-kidnapped-university-students-remain-in-captivity/
https://addisstandard.com/human-rights-council-urges-govt-action-as-most-kidnapped-university-students-remain-in-captivity/
https://twitter.com/addisstandard/status/1821092605368701104
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Abuses in East Showa 

Killings 

Bedaso Gobu (right), a young man – Qeerroo – from Bosat district, 

was reported to have been killed by ENDF on 13 July (W1). 

The woman shown left was hit and killed by 

a police vehicle in Adama on 29 September, 

because she was suspected of ‘feeding OLA.’ 

Attempts to identify her by name were 

unsuccessful (W1). 

Detention 

Milo Urgessa (right), father of two and 

younger brother of OLF political officer and 

peace advocate Bate Urgessa, remains in 

detention, despite a court order for his release, 

as OSG went to press. He was arrested on 11 April after the funeral of 

his brother, who was assassinated by Ethiopian security forces during 

the night of 9/10 April (see OSG Report 66, pp.8-9).  

The fate of 7-13 witnesses to Bate’s abduction and killing, and those 

who stood vigil protecting his body from wild animals, is not known. They disappeared in 

detention in Meki the following day. OSG has received unconfirmed reports of some 

detainees being dragged from prison in Meki and shot dead.  

Milo’s sister, Simbo Urgessa, was also detained at Meki police station on 11 April and 

released after several weeks. Milo’s friend, Ebba Wane, is also detained. The Ethiopian 

Human Rights Commission was forced to end its investigation into Bate’s killing because of 

harassment by security forces (Addis Standard, 18 July). 

Abuses in East Hararge and Bale 

Killings 

OSG received a report on 30 August of continued killings by Somali ‘militia’ of Oromo 

living in Cinaksan (Chineksen), by the border with Somali Region in East Hararge (W1).  

Three of those killed were named: 

Afrikaan Ahmad, from Bubbee  

Ahmadtalyan Hussen Ibrahim, from Bubbee  

Abdusamad Mahammad Dawid, from Mudhii Dawwe 

Three members of one family in Bubbee were reportedly injured: 

Shafii Habib Abdulay  

Mahammud Abdii Abdulay  

Bahari Kalif Ibrahim 

The informant wrote ‘so now every place is no peace.’ 

Very little information escapes the area, where violent incursions by government-organised 

Somali forces, the Liyu Police, have been made into Oromia Region. The Unrepresented 

Nations and Peoples Organisation, UNPO, relayed a report in January 2023 of Liyu Police, 

trained and heavily armed by the Ethiopian federal government and Somali Region, attacking 

areas claimed by Somali Region since a border referendum in 2004, concerning 420 kebeles 

in 12 districts. Although most of the residents in Qumbi district voted to remain in Oromia 

https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-66.pdf
https://addisstandard.com/milo-urgessa-brother-of-late-batte-urgessa-remains-detained-despite-court-release-order-says-family-member/
https://unpo.org/oromo-militia-attacks-villages-in-eastern-oromia/
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Region, they were attacked and displaced by Liyu Police in a month of fighting at the end of 

2022.  

Many were killed in attacks in Mayu Mulluqe district, on the municipalities of Qumbi 

Goohaa, Seelaa Jaajoo and Aanaa Miinoo. Displaced people fled to Burqa Titira and other 

areas. The report stated that similar attacks had killed dozens and displaced thousands from 

Moyale in Borana zone, while government troops, the Fourth Army Division, stood by, 

ignoring the looting and burning. Borana residents who protested were imprisoned.  

Just as in Borana zone, the local militia in Mayu Mulluqe were disarmed, while the Liyu 

Police were armed and fed by the federal government. 

The reclaiming of lost territory, argued the UNPO article, was merely a cover story to attack 

the support base of OLA. ‘If the government does at some point decide to step in and restrain 

its attacks, they will likely try to appear as the peacemaker and the populations’ only source 

of security, while sowing hatred and distrust between Oromos and their neighbours.’ 

Woman detainee beaten 

The picture (right) of a woman being beaten was sent by informant W1 

on 10 September. He reported that she was being detained in Agarfa, 

East Bale zone. No other information was available. 

Waaqeffannaa followers still detained, property taken 

A follow-up report on the assault by police and government security 

forces on the Waaqeffannaa Galma (worship hall and congregation) in 

Babile town, East Hararge , was received shortly after Report 66 

was published.65 Six followers were still detained in Babile 

Police Station and their property – ‘cash money, mobile phones, 

clothes etc. are robbed by these security forces.’ Even ‘the bull 

[left] bought by the Galma for the ceremony of the congregation 

holding the half-year general assembly of East Hararge 

Zone/Wirtu Waaqeffannaa Religion Followers Organisation is 

still in custody of the Babile Police Office.’ 

Abuses in Horo Guduru and East Wallega 

Killings and torture 

Nagesa Bati, a young man in Gida Ayana, East Wallega, was reported on 4 July to have been 

killed by ENDF (W1).  

Another young man, Dawit Jabessa (right), was killed in the city of Nekemte, East Wallega, 

on 25 July (W1). 

Nine farmers were killed by ENDF in Gudeya Biila district, East 

Wallega on 30 July. Many were arrested and detained. The names 

of those killed were provided by ISS, a refugee in Cairo. 

From Heennaa Jawwajaa village: 

Eebbisaa Dinqiisaa 

Mirreessaa Alamaayyoo 

Badhaasaa Gannatii  

Morkaa Mokonnin  

Tamasgeen Gammee 

 
65 OSG Report 66, p.41, https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-66.pdf  

https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-66.pdf
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Dossoo Gammee 

From Zangii village: 

Darguu Baqqalaa 

Habtaamuu Baqqalaa 

From Sawwaati village: 

Damissee Goshoo 

On 8 August, Bikila Kidane, a young man in Diga district, Nekemte, East Wallega, was 

killed by ENDF (W1). 

Five farmers in Caru village, Abe Dongoro district, Horo Guduru, were killed by Fano on 16 

August (W1):  

Tesfaye Amante 

Indiris Kane 

Ashetu Tola 

Shagitu Godana 

Lalistu Melese, a widow with three children. 

W1 reported on 18 August that four heads of families from 07 kebele in Nekemte city, East 

Wallega, were detained and tortured. Only one father’s name was given. Their names were 

Chimdessa, Bedassa, Yosef and Mujaid Husen. 

On 19 August, W1 reported the killing of Andualem Wayessa and Urgessa Tamane by 

ENDF in Ebantu district, East Wallega. 

Three young men in Billo Boshe district, East Wallega, were killed by ENDF on 22 August 

(W1): 

Girma Dinsa 

Tujuba Mokonen 

Tolera (father’s name not given) 

OSG received corroboration by a local informant of a report in Addis Standard of the killing 

of three heads of large families by Fano in Kiramu district, East Wallega, on 31 August.66 

They were killed when returning from market in Merga Jiregna village to Wasti village. They 

were: 

Regasa Godo, 40, father of ten, 

Merga Amante, 42, father of seven, and 

Belachew Danyo, 40, father of seven. 

Desale Chokulu, 38 year-old father of six, was critically injured and taken to hospitals in 

Kiramu and Gida Ayana before being transferred to Nekemte city hospital. 

The deaths were said to have had a devastating impact on the village because of the men’s 

large families. The Wasti administrator told Addis Standard that ENDF ‘arrived too late in 

the area to prevent the killings.’ 

Another attack in Merga Jiregna, again allegedly by Fano, on 14 September, was reported by 

Addis Standard 17 September.67 The administrative head of Sire Doro, Alamiro Reta, and 

local Prosperity Party leader, Akile Fikadu, died after being attacked while riding by 

motorcycle in Kuti, Merga Jiregna kebele, on their way from Kiramu district to Sire Doro 

 
66 Addis Standard 3 September, https://addisstandard.com/deadly-assault-in-east-wollega-zone-of-oromia-

region-claims-three-lives-leaves-one-wounded/  
67 https://addisstandard.com/deadly-attack-in-oromias-east-wollega-zone-claims-lives-of-local-administrator-

party-official/  

https://addisstandard.com/deadly-assault-in-east-wollega-zone-of-oromia-region-claims-three-lives-leaves-one-wounded/
https://addisstandard.com/deadly-assault-in-east-wollega-zone-of-oromia-region-claims-three-lives-leaves-one-wounded/
https://addisstandard.com/deadly-attack-in-oromias-east-wollega-zone-claims-lives-of-local-administrator-party-official/
https://addisstandard.com/deadly-attack-in-oromias-east-wollega-zone-claims-lives-of-local-administrator-party-official/
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town. Alamiro died shortly after the attack and Akile died next day. Merga Alemu, the Merga 

Jiregna administrator, was also injured in the attack and hospitalised in Kiramu. 

Alamiro Reta was a close relative of Belachew Danyo, who was killed on 31 August (above). 

Sara Melkamu, a woman in East Wallega (village and district not known) was reported 

killed on 25 September (W1).   

Abuses in Qellem and West Wallega 

Rape and killings 

On 11 July OSG was informed that Adanech Olkaba and her two daughters, Jalane Tura and 

Telile Tura, from Jimma Horro district around Dembi Dollo, Qellem Wallega, were all raped 

by ENDF soldiers because her son, the brother of the two sisters, had joined OLA (W1). 

Melese Gemechu, a former Qeerroo activist, in Tegi village, Guliso district, West Wallega 

was reported killed by ENDF on 13 July (W1, see also West Wallega report, below). 

On 15 July, at about 9.00 a.m., ENDF took Ramadan Jiba, a recently married farmer aged 

25, and Tofik Damara, a civilian aged 24, from their homes in Karma Gunfi village, Begi 

district, West Wallega, to Lalo military camp. Their bodies were found at about 9.00 p.m. on 

the Begi-Kondala road. They were accused of supporting OLA.68 

Tawakal Mohammed, a 30 year-old in Wanja village, Kondala zone, West Wallega, was 

sitting in a neighbour’s house, where he was drinking coffee, at 8.00 p.m. on 16 July, when 

government soldiers took him outside and shot him dead, because he was suspected of 

supporting OLA.69 

On 31 July, OSG was sent information and photographs of two farmers who were taken from 

there homes in Kolfe village, Kiltu Kara district, West Wallega, tortured in a nearby military 

camp and then killed. Fikiru Awata Wakene and Samuel Wakene (his nephew, inferred by 

his name) are both pictured below bleeding from leg wounds inflicted during beating/torture. 

The middle picture is of an ENDF soldier posing over the corpse of the first victim, whose 

arms are tied behind his back (W1). 

 

Fayisa Bacha and Yonas Tamiru, both young men from Jimma Horro district, Qellem 

Wallega, were reported killed by ENDF on 6 August (W1). 

Samuel Kenate, a young man from Chenka district, Qellem Wallega, was reported killed by 

ENDF on 18 August. Many were detained around Dembi Dollo at this time (W1). 

 
68 https://addisstandard.com/conflict-claims-lives-of-three-civilians-in-darra-district-oromia-region-another-

three-reportedly-killed-by-govt-forces-in-west-wollega/ 
69 Ibid. 

https://addisstandard.com/conflict-claims-lives-of-three-civilians-in-darra-district-oromia-region-another-three-reportedly-killed-by-govt-forces-in-west-wollega/
https://addisstandard.com/conflict-claims-lives-of-three-civilians-in-darra-district-oromia-region-another-three-reportedly-killed-by-govt-forces-in-west-wollega/
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Gutema Alemaye (left), recently graduated from Ambo University, 

was killed by ENDF on the night of 8 September in Gori town, Lata 

Sibu district, West Wallega (W1). 

Three young siblings, brothers Misganu Bekela and Dinsiri Bekela, 

and their sister Meti Bekela were killed by ENDF at their home in 

Kore Kokir, Sayo Nole district, West Wallega, on 9 September (W1). 

Baanjahu Daka, a 72 year-old man, in Seerdoo village, Lalo Asabi 

district, West Wallega, was killed by ENDF on the night of 11 

September because two of his children had joined OLA (W1).   

Nabiyu Gina, from nearby Arroji Seerdoo village, Lalo Asabi district, 

was killed next morning, 12 September (W1). 

A woman, Beftae Gemechu, and a young man, Jiregna Himamu, 

were killed by ENDF in Haru district, West Wallega on 18 September. ‘They also robbed 

three cows’ (W1). 

Abib Birhanu, aged 22, was returning to Shega kebele in Kondala district West Wallega 

from the market in Begi city on 22 September. He was stopped by government forces, 

questioned and shot. He died shortly afterwards in Begi hospital.70 

Rakisa Harun, 28 year-old father of two, and Ramadan Asan, 36, also with two children, 

were taken from their homes in Kondala district on 22 September to Kondala military camp, 

accused of ‘having ties’ to OLA. Rakisa’s brother told of taking him food and coffee for three 

days before finding the bodies of him and Ramadan on 25 September.  

‘Rakisa’s body was found along the road to Shega Dinka Kebele with gunshot wounds to the 

back and head, while Ramadan’s body was discovered in the Ofafa River in Shega Dinka 

Kebele with injuries to his chest.’  

A third man, Dasisa Wato, was abducted to the camp with them but his body was not found. 

The killings followed a surge in arrests over the preceding month after OLA had taken 

control of surrounding rural areas. Family members of men who had joined OLA were being 

detained and tortured. Addis Standard was told ‘when government forces are unable to locate 

individuals with ties to the OLA, they have resorted to seizing the property and livestock of 

their families.’ 71 

Two more killings were reported on 25 September (W1): 

Ayantu Olkeba, Yubdo district, West Wallega 

Melese Gemechu, Maru village, Guliso district (reported separately on a different date, and 

belonging to a different village to the Melese Gemechu reported killed above and by the West 

Wallega Human Rights Defenders group, below, killed in July). 

Restrictions under military command post rule 

A local informant (W3) reported the following to OSG on 28 September, confirming and 

complementing the information in the report from West Wallega below. 

The rate of summary executions of young men, especially former Qeerroo activists, in West 

Wallega and Qellem Wallega, is less than it was in 2019-2022, as the ENDF are most active 

in cities and towns and tend to avoid rural areas where OLA exerts control. Nonetheless, the 

restrictions to daily life throughout all zones of Wallega are severe. 

 
70 https://addisstandard.com/three-civilians-killed-in-west-wollegas-begi-kondala-districts-families-blame-

government-forces-for-the-deaths/ 
71 Ibid. 

https://addisstandard.com/three-civilians-killed-in-west-wollegas-begi-kondala-districts-families-blame-government-forces-for-the-deaths/
https://addisstandard.com/three-civilians-killed-in-west-wollegas-begi-kondala-districts-families-blame-government-forces-for-the-deaths/
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Farms are not tended. Animals have been stolen or have died because of lack of veterinary 

care and inoculations against disease. Only coffee farms, which need less maintenance, still 

provide some income, but are not consistent year-on-year. Farmers borrow money using the 

next year’s crop as collateral, maintaining a cycle of poverty. 

Young men have left rural areas to seek safety and employment in towns and cities, or to join 

OLA. There is ‘no entry to rural areas to live and farm.’ 

Fertiliser, on which farms became increasingly dependent under the Derg and then EPRDF, 

are either not available or arrive too late in the season to take advantage of rains. Fewer 

animals mean less natural fertiliser. Crop yields on the farms which are tended are below 

normal. There is widespread shortage of food and the population, 90% of whose economy 

was based on farming, is going hungry and is destitute. 

Kebele top administrators are no longer present. They occupy offices in district towns, from 

where they tax farmers when they come to market. There is no functioning kebele 

administration. Some government schools still function but most primary schools, clinics and 

health centres in rural areas are now run by churches.  

Social services to support the poor are only run by churches. Aira hospital is run by the 

Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus. Even the military go to Aira hospital and church health 

clinics because government facilities are not funded or supplied. People are dying of malaria 

because medicine is not available or not affordable. Their deaths go unreported. Mosquito 

nets are few and restricted to those in towns. Spraying of insecticides to control mosquitoes 

only happens occasionally and around some towns. 

Large numbers of government soldiers are based in every district. Many are from other 

regions and the language of the military camps is Amharic. Although they are based in or 

near district towns, they are frequently on the move along the roads. There are ‘thousands’ in 

Qellem and West Wallega. They are not dependent on nor do they contribute to the local 

economy but live a parasitic existence, eating food which is supplied by central government, 

arriving by roads which connect cities, main towns and military camps, in convoys protected 

by armed units in front and behind. There is a shortage of water in many areas. Although 

water supply may be restricted to certain days for civilians, military camps are supplied every 

day. 

For the last two years ‘everyone is tired.’ 

7th Report from West Wallega Human Rights Defenders, 13 July 2024. 

As in previous reports from this group, the July report documents killings, injuries and arrests 

by government security forces and social disruption under military command post rule in 5 

districts in West Wallega zone. It is reproduced in full on the OSG website.72 

Eleven killings are reported, three in Aira district in November 2023, one in Yubdo district 

and two in Genji district in May 2024, and five in Guliso district in June and July 2024. Only 

two of these killings were otherwise reported to OSG; those of Bijiga Imiru, a teacher in 

Chisa Bori High School, Yubdo district (reported in OSG Report 66, p.36), and Melese 

Kabata, from Tegi, Guliso district (named on p.21 above as Melese Gemechu). 

 
72 https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/West-Wallega-Human-Rights-Defenders-

Report-7-13-July-2024.pdf  

https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/West-Wallega-Human-Rights-Defenders-Report-7-13-July-2024.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/West-Wallega-Human-Rights-Defenders-Report-7-13-July-2024.pdf
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As often occurs when transcribing dates between Julian (Ethiopian) and Gregorian (Western) 

Calendars there are minor discrepancies in dates between reports.73 

It is significant that only two of the eleven killings were otherwise reported to OSG. The 

majority of killings throughout Oromia Region go unreported and unnamed. The human 

rights defenders who compile the West Wallega reports state that many killings go 

unrecorded even by them, but it is clear that where there is coordinated information-gathering 

the death toll among civilians is five times what it is recorded otherwise.  

Nine of the eleven killed were single, young men, aged 17 to 27, which fits the pattern 

elsewhere. They were all described as civilians, except when stated otherwise below. 

The following details of killings were given in the West Wallega report: 

Fedasa Gutema, 18, Kure, Aira district, 6 November 2023 

Lalisa Hundesa, 20, Waro Babo Suchi, Aira district, 6 November 2023 

Debela Haile, 20, Gudina Aira, Aira district, 6 November 2023 

Bijiga [Imiru], 25, Chisa Bori, Yubdo district, 1 May 2024 

Amenu Fikadu, 18, Lalisa Dibe, Genji district, 1 May 2024 

Driba Ayana, married, 45, Gudeya Gudji, Genji district, 18 May 2024 

Ermias Tariku, 27, Wara Dalle, Guliso district, 9 June 2024 

Lati Tekilu, 17, Wara Dalle, Guliso district, 9 June 2024 

Galana Lema, 25, Ogio Jaro, Guliso district, 29 June 2024 – government employee 

Abriham Urgesa, 18, Wera Sayo Kobera, Guliso district, 1 July 2024 

Melese Kabata, married, 40, from Tegi village, Guliso district, 8 July 2024 

Melese Kabata (named on p.21 as Melese Gemechu by informant 

W1) ‘was a Qeerroo member and was serving the community in so 

many ways’ until he was captured and killed in public in Chalia 

town, Guliso. ‘Assistant Sergeant’ Tamiru Barude proudly boasted 

that Melese was the ‘fourteenth shanee’ he had killed. 

The report named 17 who had been wounded mostly during 

beatings and kickings between 3 March and 8 July in Guliso 

district, seven in Chalia town. Galana Lema (right) was shot in the 

chest on 28 June in Ogio Jaro, Guliso.  

‘The government armed forces do whatever they want.’ 

The report named 60 who had been detained, ‘arrested on the streets, market places etc.’, 57 

in Guliso district, 42 in Chalia town, between 7 February and 2 July.  

They reported ‘over taxation on top of the current inflation’ and that one of the detainees, 

Amanti Tolesa from Sanki Dano, Guliso, had been fined 3,000 Birr, because he had 

transported a sick child to a clinic. 

 

‘Kibiru Bedasa dropped his motorcycle and escaped from Gida Bikir. This was the only 

option, either they torture him or they kill him.’ 

 
73 Bijiga Imiru, named only Bijiga in the West Wallega report, was reportedly killed on 10 April in OSG Report 

66, and on 1 May in the West Wallega report. Melese Gemechu/Kabata was reported killed on 13 July by W1 

and on 8 July by the West Wallega group. 

‘Assistant Sergeant’ Tamiru Barude proudly boasted that Melese was the 

‘fourteenth shanee’ he had killed. 
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Restrictions to daily life remain severe under command post rule. Ambulances are only 

sometimes available in district towns, otherwise ‘the armed forces are using routinely’. There 

is no public transport out of towns. There is internet access only in district (major) towns. 

Impartial media are jammed. Mobile networks are ‘interrupted whenever they want.’ 

Commerce is difficult with maximal withdrawals from major town banks set at 5,000 Birr, 

‘from commercial banks even less.’ 

Fertiliser is not given to those who ‘could not pay taxes’ and mosquito nets and hospital 

referrals are not given to those who cannot pay yearly health insurance. 

‘These human rights violations became worse with Dr Abiy and PP [Prosperity Party]. Even 

the Woyane [TPLF] regime was relatively better because they were respecting the 

international rules and regulations often . . . the Ethiopian National Defence Forces were 

better in discipline’ and used for UN peacekeeping ‘but nowadays nobody trusts them.’ ‘They 

kill their own citizens, deliberately destroy the infrastructures like schools, health facilities 

etc.’ 

See also the report of local informant W3 on pp.22-23, above. 

Abuses in Amhara Region 

Human Rights Watch reported, 3 July, that Fano forces and ENDF were killing and 

endangering civilians in their fight to control Amhara Region. 

In a similar pattern to abuses by ENDF in Oromia Region, government security forces were 

attacking health care facilities, commandeering ambulances and preventing health facilities 

obtaining supplies and functioning. Doctors and nurses were being ‘targeted, tortured, 

arrested, killed.’  

The report ‘documents the devastation of the healthcare system in 13 towns in the Awi, North 

Gojjam, West Gojjam, North Gonder, South Gonder, and South Wollo Zones’ of Amhara 

Region since the onset of conflict in August 2023. 

‘Government security forces, including Ethiopian military, police and militia, have killed 

health workers and patients, threatened and assaulted doctors, wrongfully arrested patients, 

looted and destroyed medical supplies, and misused healthcare facilities. They have targeted 

ambulances, including in at least one apparent drone strike. They have repeatedly raided 

hospitals in search of patients with injuries, in particular gunshot, blast or fragmentation 

wounds, which the military considers to be proof of participating in fighting or having Fano-

fighter affiliation.’ 

Since the outbreak of open conflict in August 2023 ‘communities in Amhara have borne the 

brunt of the fighting between Ethiopian government forces and Fano. Control of various 

towns has remained tenuous, particularly in West Gojjam, East Gojjam, South Gonder, and 

North Shewa, and South Wollo Zones, with government forces and Fano fighters clashing in 

towns, blocking roads to gain an upper hand, and showing little regard for protecting the 

civilian population. Civilians have been killed or injured in their homes, on hospital grounds, 

and in public and medical transport.’74 

Killings of civilians by government forces, including reprisal killings after military defeats at 

the hands of Fano, were reported in June. Ethiopia Observer relayed BBC reports of the 

killing of 26 civilians, in North Gojjam and in North Showa in Amhara Region. 

 
74 https://www.hrw.org/report/2024/07/03/if-soldier-dies-its-you/attacks-medical-care-ethiopias-amhara-conflict  

https://www.hrw.org/report/2024/07/03/if-soldier-dies-its-you/attacks-medical-care-ethiopias-amhara-conflict
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Just as in reprisals in Oromia Region, 11 innocent civilians were killed on 25 June by ENDF 

firing indiscriminately in Adet town, North Gojjam, after heavy losses against Fano. In Shola 

Meda, North Showa, 15 were shot dead when collecting fertiliser on 27 June. Soldiers broke 

into a store killing seven farmers collecting fertiliser and into a café, killing another eight, 

including a 14 year-old boy.75 

Kidnappings for ransom by armed groups and government affiliated militia are an increasing 

problem, especially for travellers on passenger buses. Up to one million Birr is being 

demanded for the return of loved ones. Several have been killed, including at least two 

children, even once money has been paid. It is suspected that members of government 

security forces are involved as well as Fano.76  

UNHCR has opened a new camp for refugees from Sudan at a new site at Aftit after the 

closure of camps in Kumer and Awlala because of attacks on them by Fano, forcing refugees 

to hide in unsheltered forest areas. Aftit, built to accommodate 12,500, had received 3,000 by 

2 September, according to EEPA. The agency reported that Fano had gained control of the 

Sudan border at Metema by 2 September. 

Abuses in Benishangul-Gumuz Region 

Temesgen Gamachu, lawyer and human rights activist, presented a paper on instigated 

violence in Benishangul-Gumuz and Oromia regions at the OSA conference in Minneapolis 

on 2 August.  

He reported that politicians in Amhara Region had claimed on public media that Gumuz 

people ate human flesh, thus denigrating them in an attempt to justify mass atrocities by 

Amhara Region Special Forces entering Metekel zone, unopposed by Benishangul-Gumuz 

Special Forces, which were stood down during the action. 

There are 250,000 to 350,000 Gumuz people living in forest areas isolated from Ethiopian 

social infrastructure, with no or limited access to health care and education, and therefore 

vulnerable to genocidal violence. 

Unknown numbers have died in recent years because of starvation, malaria and other 

communicable diseases, as well as direct violence. 

Supported by the federal government, Amhara militias committed war crimes including mass 

killings against Gumuz and Oromo people, using torture, terror, burning of farmer’s houses 

and sexual abuse against women, including gang rape. 

They filmed their atrocities to terrify others to leave their villages.  

The numbers of killed and displaced are unknown because the government has allowed no 

investigation. He stated that the plight of Gumuz and Oromo peoples merits international 

investigation and humanitarian intervention.  

Gumuz people are killed indiscriminately, mostly based on their skin colour. They are being 

forced from their land by armed Amhara, killing, burning homes, schools, farms and villages, 

denying access to markets to buy and sell goods, and denying access to health facilities, 

increasing their vulnerability to malaria and other diseases. 

 
75 https://www.ethiopiaobserver.com/2024/06/29/twenty-seven-civilians-killed-in-their-homes-and-streets-by-

government-troops/  
76 https://addisstandard.com/gonder-city-authorities-implicate-security-forces-involvement-in-surging-crimes-

of-kidnapping-for-ransom-murder-pledge-to-crack-

down/#:~:text=Addis%20Abeba%20%E2%80%93%20In%20response%20to,to%20take%20%E2%80%9Cdeci

sive%20actions%E2%80%9D%20against  

https://www.ethiopiaobserver.com/2024/06/29/twenty-seven-civilians-killed-in-their-homes-and-streets-by-government-troops/
https://www.ethiopiaobserver.com/2024/06/29/twenty-seven-civilians-killed-in-their-homes-and-streets-by-government-troops/
https://addisstandard.com/gonder-city-authorities-implicate-security-forces-involvement-in-surging-crimes-of-kidnapping-for-ransom-murder-pledge-to-crack-down/#:~:text=Addis%20Abeba%20%E2%80%93%20In%20response%20to,to%20take%20%E2%80%9Cdecisive%20actions%E2%80%9D%20against
https://addisstandard.com/gonder-city-authorities-implicate-security-forces-involvement-in-surging-crimes-of-kidnapping-for-ransom-murder-pledge-to-crack-down/#:~:text=Addis%20Abeba%20%E2%80%93%20In%20response%20to,to%20take%20%E2%80%9Cdecisive%20actions%E2%80%9D%20against
https://addisstandard.com/gonder-city-authorities-implicate-security-forces-involvement-in-surging-crimes-of-kidnapping-for-ransom-murder-pledge-to-crack-down/#:~:text=Addis%20Abeba%20%E2%80%93%20In%20response%20to,to%20take%20%E2%80%9Cdecisive%20actions%E2%80%9D%20against
https://addisstandard.com/gonder-city-authorities-implicate-security-forces-involvement-in-surging-crimes-of-kidnapping-for-ransom-murder-pledge-to-crack-down/#:~:text=Addis%20Abeba%20%E2%80%93%20In%20response%20to,to%20take%20%E2%80%9Cdecisive%20actions%E2%80%9D%20against
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The Amhara militia claim that Metekel zone belongs to Amhara Region, a claim which is 

supported by public announcements by the former police commissioner of that region. 

Atrocities include the brutal killing of an elderly Gumuz woman, Ms Bake, in her early 

seventies, in Doben kebele, Dibate district, on 5 February 2021. As reported by AFP and 

OSG (Report 63, pp.33-34), she had been bed-ridden for two years due to a long-standing 

illness. Amhara Region Special Forces tortured her and cut off her hands while she was still 

alive before killing her. (In the OSG report, Ms Bake was mistakenly stated to be in her 

fifties.) 

Among the hundreds of Oromo civilians – farmers, elderly, children and women – killed by 

federal security forces and Amhara forces in the last five years in Metekel zone, are the 

following 69 named individuals, only six of whom were reported previously by OSG. 

In Galese kebele, * reported previously by OSG as 13 Oct 2021 in Report 58, pp.23-

24, and September 2021 in Report 59, p.28: 

Jira Bayu Gerba*  

Fekadu Bayu Gerba*  

Temesgen Bayu Gerba*  

Belay Jira Bayu*  

Ms Azale Lemesa Shifera*  

Ms Mengire Dereje Merera  

Tarekegn Gemechu Teso 

Galese kebele, September/October 2021: 

Nemo Ayana Seyido 

Feyisa Ordofe Jirata 

Belachew Weyesa Ayana 

Fekede Godo Eticha 

Sewagegn Zerihun 

Babo Sewagegn Zerihun 

Wegari Guta Tesso 

Jemere Fekede Alen

Korka kebele, March 2021: 

Samual Geneti Bereda 

Birhanu Beyene Tufa 

Regasa Negeri Kesesa 

Abe Gemechu Gerbi 

Jira Getachew Ayana 

Dereje Gerba Abdi 

Gebule Debelo Hirpa 

Cheliya kebele: 

Mamo Kenate Gaga, 13 January 2021 

Ms Sidise Haile Kenate, 19 January 2021 

Ms Deme Roba Siyum, 19 January 2021 

Ms Birtukan Ayana Siyum, 19 January 2021  

Chancho kebele: 

Desalegn Asaye Akesa, 4 February 2021  

Ms Siranesh Asaye Akesa, 4 Feb. 2021 

Kusa Gemechu Kedida, 4 February 2021 

Olani Moti Debelo, 4 February 2021  

Ms Gudere Meshesha Enjifata,* 27 Sep.21  

Abi Tamiru Tegegn, 3 September 2021  

Abi Haile Deresa, 3 September 2021  

Kitila Ferede, 28 September 2021  

Agide Taye Jena, 30 April 2022  

Merera Taye Jena, 30 April 2022 

Mitiku Temesgen Bese, 21 Sept. 2021  

Habtamu Yadeta Bira, 29 April 2022  

Gurmesa Negeri Wakjira, 29 April 2022  

Feyera Aga Kitil  

Takele Mengesha Duguma  

Tariku Dame Gelan  

Abiye Tegegn Worku  

Etefa Akesa Tufa  

Ms Rude Gilo   

Jira Debelo Hirpa  

Gipho kebele: 

Teshome Nikus Duresa, 17 June 2021 

Worku Wakjira Nikus. 17 May 2022  

Lemesa Waktole Wonber, 15 May 2022 

Jemere Babe Amsalu, 22 Nov.2020  

Duresa Abetu Elfata, 15 July 2022  

Ms Enkwanesh Besizo, 15 July 2022  
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Asefa  Tesema, 20 May 2021  Abebe Leta Oda, 27 Sept. 2022  

Tuksi Gambela kebele: 

Ms Birihane  Regasa Feyisa, 15 Mar. 2022  

Jonse Amsalu Amente, 22 March 2022  

Alemayehu Amsalu, 22 March 2022  

Morka Ayana, 8 Sept. 2021  

Melaku Hundasa Gemechu, 24 Sept. 2021  

Tilahun Beyene Abebe, 8 Sept. 2021  

Gongo kebele: 

Dinsa Gobena Dibaba, 15 July 2021  

Kefiyalew Abebe Tinba, 17 May 2022   

Bayisa Tadele Geneti, 27 April 2022  

Berber kebele: 

Adugna Shone Kebede, 21 March 2022  

Bekele Bidu, 13 January 2021  

Babe Amenu Abetu, 26 April 2021  

Ethiopia Siyum Tesisa, 24 December 2020 

Abebe Siyum Tesisa, 13 November 2020  

Adungna Gobena, 23 April 2023  

Abebe Beyene Sefu, 23 April 2023 

 

Malaria, cholera, measles, dengue fever and malnutrition 

Thousands continue to die from preventable diseases in Ethiopia due to government 

incompetence and inaction. Interference and obstruction by government employees and 

apologists prevents the extent of the health crisis being recognised and reported by 

international organisations, including the UN Office for the Communication of Humanitarian 

Affairs (OCHA). 

The results of a confidential internal Ethiopian Health Ministry report were published in The 

Reporter on 10 August.77 OSG has received sporadic reports of deaths from malaria, 

especially in zones of Wallega (see below) but there is little available information overall. 

Although the worst months for malaria (September to December) are just beginning, The 

Reporter noted over four million cases of malaria so far in 2024, with 856 deaths in the 1,400 

districts which are affected in Oromia, Amhara, South West, Southern and Benishangul-

Gumuz regions.  

Measles claimed 207 lives among almost 27,000 cases in 24 districts and cholera killed at 

least 195 in 53 districts according to the confidential government figures. There were 22,100 

cases of cholera in Somali, Oromia, Amhara and Afar regions. 

There were also almost 3,000 cases of dengue fever in Afar region and around Dire Dawa, 

East Hararge, although no fatalities were reported. 

The government bulletin recorded widespread severe acute malnutrition in children under 

five years old – over 11,500 cases and ’25 deaths registered in a single week.’ 

‘Delayed detection, faulty reporting, and slow outbreak investigation at the woreda and health 

facility levels; ailing partner support at the woreda and zone levels, particularly in security 

compromised areas; gaps in last mile delivery of supplies; and a shortage of funding for 

frontline response efforts are also among the major challenges indicated in the bulletin.’ 

 
77 https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/41449/  

https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/41449/
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The sporadic reports received by OSG from local informants include the following scenes 

from Gida Ayana hospital, East Wallega (11 July): 

 

On 28 July, there were 17 fatalities among 570 affected by malaria in Amuru district, Horo 

Guduru. In Gida Bikir village, Boji Chokorsa district, West Wallega, four died on 10 August: 

Ayantu Tolesa, mother of three; Tejitu Olkeba, mother of one; Tesfaye Daba, farmer and 

Dingets Wayessa. On 23 August, villages were reported to be severely affected and there was 

no available treatment in several districts of West Wallega; Nejo, Aba Eba, Haro Biru, Alaltu 

and Boji Chokorsa (W1). 

REFUGEES 

One fractured family in Somaliland, Djibouti and Kenya 

In 2011,78 UNHCR subsistence allowances were withdrawn from the 470 Oromo refugee 

families in Hargeisa, to ‘encourage them to integrate into the local economy.’ But the 

refugees and a similar number of asylum-seekers, who had not received allowances, were 

subjected to increasing hostility from the host community and were unable to gain 

employment and, therefore, pay rent. Adding to their insecurity, Somaliland and Ethiopian 

security agents attacked, detained and deported at least 15 in late 2011. 

Thus between 200 and 270 frightened and destitute refugees encamped at the Social Welfare 

Centre in Hargeisa in November and December 2011. Another 200-250 registered asylum-

seekers erected makeshift shelters in a vacant lot opposite the centre. There was high infant 

mortality due to malnutrition. At least eleven infants died within seven weeks in December 

2011 and January 2012 alone. 

When they were threatened by police and ordered to move on, a 

delegation of 20 were appointed to discuss their plight with the 

Ministry of the Interior. They met government and UNHCR 

officials at the ministry on 22 December 2011 but were promptly 

arrested and taken in two police transport vehicles to the 

Ethiopian border at Wachale, ready for deportation (left).  

However, they did not enter Ethiopia, possibly due to 

intercession by the International Committee of the Red Cross. At least 18, including two 

breast-feeding mothers and their infants, were eventually transported to Loyada on the border 

with Djibouti, where they were held until 16 January 2012. After being allowed across the 

border, they were detained on the Djibouti side until 30 January, after which they were 

interviewed by UNHCR and taken to Ali Addeh refugee camp, in the Djibouti desert. 

 
78 See OSG Report 47, pp.36-47. 

https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-47-Somaliland-Feb-2012-Persecuted-in-Ethiopia-Hunted-in-Hargeisa.pdf
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Abdurahman Yusuf was among those 

taken to Ali Addeh camp. His wife and 

children remained in Hargeisa and 

survived the violence which resulted in 

the removal of refugees from the Social 

Welfare Centre and the bulldozing of the 

makeshift asylum-seeker camp in March 

2012. The camp is shown right, before and after its destruction. 

UNHCR resumed providing subsistence allowances for 236 

families, made some payments to others and implemented 

supplementary feeding schemes. 

Two of Aburahman’s children, Riyan and Bahar, continued 

teaching children (mostly refugees) at Sh. Madar school in 

Hargeisa. But on 23 November 2012, Riyan (left) was taken 

from her home in Hargeisa and subjected to refoulement to an 

Ethiopian jail in Jigjiga, Somali Region.79 She returned to Hargeisa after her detention but 

was so harried by Ethiopian security agents that she left for Kenya in 2017. The last 

communication from her was received by her family in December 2017. 

Her brothers Bahar and Tajudin fled from insecurity in Hargeisa, after the signing of the 

Memorandum of Understanding with Ethiopia, in January 2024, accompanied by Tajudin’s 

four dependants. They searched in vain for their father Abdurahman in Ali Addeh camp. 

Again destitute, Bahar sought support from UNHCR without success. He is among those 

named below as being sought by Ethiopian security forces in Djibouti. 

Bahar’s wife, Hamda Nasir, who remained with their family in Hargeisa, was in receipt of the 

UNHCR subsistence allowance until it was stopped again in April of this year (see OSG 

Report 66, pp.44-48). She has been in financial difficulties since then and unable to support 

her children, including a baby which arrived in August. 

OSG received a communication from Bahar Abdurahman (see Djibouti refoulement, below) 

on 19 September expressing grave concern regarding the safety of others being sought by 

‘masked agents of the Ethiopian intelligence.’ He himself was no longer living in Holhol 

refugee camp, where he is registered, because of fear of kidnap and refoulement. He wrote 

that others have received threats that ‘action will be taken against them’ and are changing 

addresses and phones to avoid detection and have ceased all social media interactions. 

Djibouti 

Refoulement 

Roba Elemo, pictured right, was detained by Djibouti security men on 17 

August and sent back to Ethiopia a few days later. Fifteen others are also 

known now to have been returned. 

On 29 August, according to OSG’s informant in Djibouti, the deportees 

were being held in Mamriya Police Station in Dire Dawa, East Hararge. 

Their families, who remain in Djibouti are left without support. 

 
79 https://www.humanrightsleague.org/?p=14639  

https://www.humanrightsleague.org/?p=14639
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Security forces began seeking out at least seven named asylum-seekers on 24 June. Another 

four individuals, including three with refugee status, were added to the list of those being 

sought by 18 July (see below). 

Those who were sought and returned are accused of having links to the OLF and/or OLA. An 

Ethiopian government employee, named Gezacho, is reportedly orchestrating this persecution 

from the Ethiopian Embassy in Djibouti. 

UNHCR was informed by OSG as soon as the identity of eleven who were known to be 

sought was known, but UNHCR were unable to prevent the refoulement of the sixteen now 

known to have been returned. 

Roba Elemo was taken from his home around 4.30 pm on the 17th. Next day, 18 August, late 

evening at about 10.30 pm, he was taken back to his home by plain-clothed security men, 

hand-cuffed and ‘hurt badly’ so that he had difficulty walking. He was taken away again. 

Another asylum-seeker, Abdallah Ahmed Ali, was abducted on the afternoon of 17 August, 

but was not returned to Ethiopia. OSG was told on 1 October that he had been released from 

detention and was still in Djibouti. 

Amin Ali Hassan, a registered asylum-seeker, was sought at his work place by Djibouti 

security men on 20 August, but was not present. Like others on the list below, he is now in 

hiding. They are having to sleep in different locations to avoid being caught. The security 

men who seek them are showing photographs of them when making their enquiries. 

One wrote on 20 August ‘Yes, still they are following us. But we are hiding ourselves and 

changing where we sleep. Especially I could not move from place to place even to find daily 

bread for my children.’ 

The following are among those reportedly being sought and therefore at risk of refoulement: 

Amin Ali Hassan, 479-11C00374 

Nasser Mohamed Rachid, 479-11C00214, was ‘especially interrogated by Ethiopia 

intelligence’ 

Moume Ibrahim Mouhoumed , 479-12C00252 

Ahmed-Nour Mohamed Omar, 654-17H00132, was granted refugee status earlier this year. 

He was a victim of refoulement in 2013 (see below) and has reported being sought again. 

Sufiyan Ahmed Mussa 

Tofik Hassen Ali, victim of refoulement in 2002 (see below) 

Bahar Abdurahman (see Fractured family, above) 

Mahammed Adam Mahamud 

Adam Yussuf Abdullahi 

Chimsa Hunde 

Mahammed Sadik Abdullahi 

OSG Report 66, pp.52-53, includes some information about previous episodes of 

refoulement. A more detailed account of those returned to Ethiopia was given in Appendix 1 

to OSG Report 48, written after OSG’s visit to Djibouti in 2011. This information is 

reproduced below and is fully referenced in Report 48. OSG’s correspondent in Djibouti 

confirmed many of these and also recalled some of those known personally to him, marked 

thus,* below.  

Previous refoulement and attacks 

1995 Gaali Nurreddin Hussein was voluntarily repatriated with 200 other Oromo and 

300 other Ethiopians to Dire Dawa; he was detained and tortured for 28 days; his 

friend was killed. 

https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-66.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-48-Djibouti-May-2012-Destitution-and-fear-for-refugees-from-Ethiopia.pdf
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1996 17 Oromo taken by Ethiopian government forces back to Ethiopia. 13 were 

taken out from detention in the disused cotton factory at Dire Dawa to a ravine 

where 12 were shot dead. The other was shot and injured in her left thigh and 

abdomen. She was 17 years old. She was then detained for 8 years before 

fleeing to Hargeisa where she was interviewed on 26 November 2011. 

August 1996 Girmay Moges Newaye-Mariam, former TPLF member, recognised refugee, 

sent back from Ali Addeh refugee camp and detained in Mekele, Tigray Region. 

23.8.96 Muhyadin Maftah Kedir, Deputy Secretary General of Afar Revolutionary 

Democratic Unity Front, arrested while having medical treatment, taken to Ethiopia and 

disappeared in detention. 

1.9.96 Aydrus Hussein, ex-member of Somali Regional Assembly and Regional 

Commissioner for Dagaxbur, arrested with 6 Ethiopian Somali businessmen. All seven were 

handed over to Ethiopia one week later and disappeared in detention. 

6.6.97 Recognised refugee, ‘AKA’, detained for one week in Djibouti, removed to 

Ethiopia, detained in Dire Dawa and Hurso military camp until Aug.1998. 

[Nov.1997 Reciprocal refoulement of 14 Afar political opponents of Djibouti government 

from Ethiopia.] 

1997 Refoulement of Abrahim Boshari,* Sheik Mussa Su’ala* and Mustafa* (father’s name 

unknown). 

January 1998 100 Oromo detained in Gabod prison and returned, refugee status unknown. 

14.1.98 Eight Oromo detained in Plateau area (where the Djibouti Security Service is 

based) and returned to Ethiopia on 18.1.98; two recognised refugees – Ibrahim Ali Omar 

(successful businessman, in Djibouti since 1979) and Ms Ibsitu Kamar; two registered 

asylum-seekers - Murad Ahmed and Mohamed Yusuf; four of unknown status - Hassan Ali, 

Abdulwasi Ali, Sheikh Musa Hassan and Obsa Cafa. Thought to be held in Dire Dawa. 

UNHCR were denied access while they were in detention in Djibouti. 

28.5.98 Wahib Ahmed Abdullahi, after one year in Djibouti, detained on way to UNHCR 

office, and returned to Dire Dawa four days later. Held in underground cells for one year. 

April 1999 Within days of Ethiopian PM attendance at inauguration of President Ismail 

Omar Guelleh, 21 Oromo, including at least two with mandate status, arrested and threatened 

with deportation. Ali Mussa and recognised refugee Ibrahim Mohamed Osman were tortured 

and were still in detention in June. 

22.5-17.6.99 Killings and attacks by mobs in Djibouti city. Abdella Ali Mohammed, 25, 

died after his throat was cut on 25 May. Mohammed Said, 30, was stoned to death, 25 May. 

Jamal Kamar Mohammed, 29, survived his throat being cut on 17 June. Abdella Mohammed 

Usman and Ahmed Ali Abdi received knife wounds on 24 May. At least 40 other refugees 

wounded by Djibouti civilians and police - 15 arrested. Three refugees reported to have 

disappeared – Najib Aliyi, Ilyas Adem and Abdulhakim Amme. 

August 1999 About 2,500 rounded up and detained in Djibouti. Mohamed Abdu Idris and 

Mohamed Siraj were hospitalised after torture. Some were returned to Ethiopia and presented 

as captured OLF fighters on television. Others were turned back from the border. 

September 1999 Thousands more arrived fleeing food shortages in Ethiopia. At least seven 

dead at roadside. 

5.12.99 UNHCR visited 20 detained registered asylum-seekers who were returned to Ethiopia 

two days later. Eleven had been in Djibouti since 1996 – Ahmed Abdulla Hamid, Dima 

Gamachu Goba, Jemal Abdella Hassan, Mume Yunis Sultan, Abdulaziz Bakar Amade, Umer 

Mikael Abdi, Saada Ahmed Yusuf, Abdu Said Ibrahim, Roras Hassan Mume, Hussen Waday 

Mulata and Chimsa Kabso; five since 1997 - Abdulaziz Ali Adem, Ahmed Jemal 

Mohammed, 
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Ibrahim Adem Ali, Kalifa Mohammed Abullahi and Mohammed Umar Yusuf; four since 

1998 - Oumer Abdella Moussa, Salah Mohammed Ahmed, Elias Abdi Ahmed and Karima 

Said Dadhi. 

15.4.00 Nine Oromo refugees and asylum-seekers who were detained in April/May 1999 and 

three who were taken on 14 and 15 April 2000 were returned to Ethiopia. The nine were Jafar 

Sharifa, Ali Mohammed Sagir, Abdi Mohammed Shirbo, Heydrus Abdullahi, Ali Mussa (see 

April 1999, above), Elias Mohammed Ahmed, Mohammed Oumer Osman, Hassen Ahmed 

Yassin and Ali Mohammed Umar. The three were Sheik Hussein, Mohammed Amin and 

Shambee. Several were reported to be in particularly poor condition following torture. On 21 

April, Ethiopian state radio announced the capture of eight ‘OLF commanders’ in Djibouti. 

May 2000 UNHCR announced 1,700 had been voluntarily repatriated to Ethiopia since 

blanket refugee status was withdrawn from those fleeing before 1991. 

21.12.00 5,000 refugees returned to Ethiopia, including 127 Oromo registered asylum-

seekers. Before being taken by train to Ethiopia, two died of suffocation in overcrowded cells 

at Nagad and 30 were reportedly gang-raped. Next day, they were loaded into cargo trucks, 

300 per wagon, which were locked from the outside. Eight women and four men died of 

asphyxiation in the trucks. When the train stopped at Shabelle, 15 men, including five 

husbands of women who had died of suffocation, were shot dead as they broke out of the 

wagons. Another woman died after being beaten to the ground. UNHCR denied the deaths. 

Ethiopian security forces refused entry to 2,000 and chased them back into the desert. More 

than 1,000 were ‘taken to unknown places’. 

October 2001 Oromo asylum-seeker, Hassan Sambussa, sent back to Ethiopia. 

December 2001 ‘AKA’ refouled for second time (see 6.6.97). Held in Sabategna military 

camp in Dire Dawa, then two other camps until January 2003. 

23.7.02 Eight registered asylum-seekers refouled: Mustafa Abdi,* Merga Yadeta Akasa*, 

Tofiq Hassan Ali*, Dachasa Galata Chalchisa*, Daraje Mosisa*, Anwar Abdi Roba*, Dawit 

Terefe* and Merid.* At least four returned to Djibouti one year later, bearing ICRC 

certificates that they had been imprisoned. At least two were tortured in detention. 

Sometime after these refoulements, Ali Mohammed (Ali Zakir)*, a tailor, was sent back to 

Mamriya Police Station in Dire Dawa, where he was tortured to death. 

July 2002 Asylum-seeker Badassa Geleta Birru detained in Djibouti and refouled in 

September. Detained and severely tortured in Maikelawi Central Investigation Department, 

Addis Ababa. (Refouled a second time when a mandated refugee on 1.1.13, see below.) 

6.10.02 Registered asylum-seeker Ali Ibrahim Yusuf, 32, a former detainee and torture 

victim, in Djibouti since 1995, taken with ‘about 60’ others from Djibouti to Sabategna 

military camp, Dire Dawa. Beaten and tortured to death on 7 February 2003. 

17&21.4.03 About 52 Oromo registered asylum-seekers were returned to Ethiopia, including 

Ahmed Hamza, Afandi Sheik Taha, Hussein Mohammed Osman, Mohammed Usso, Yasin 

Abubaker Gamtessa, Najash Abdurahman Kureba, Jundi Baker Ahmed, Yusuf Hassan, Abba 

Dawe, Yasin Abubaker Mumad, Abduljabar Usso, Usman Godana, Mohammed Umar, Adem 

Harreye, Abdulkadir Ahmed Ali, Mohammed Sani Dawud Aded, Jafar Ibrahim Abdurahman 

and Musa Dima. Three had been in Djibouti for 25 years. 

22.5.03 18 Oromo killed when a bus crashed while taking 100 to border. 

July 2003 Djibouti government announces all illegal immigrants still present at the end of 

August will be deported. 

22.7.03 Halima Qamar, wife of a Djibouti citizen, and 18 others were returned to Ethiopia. 

Ahmed Ali Mohammed was returned about one week previously. 

23.7.03 50 refugees and six soldiers killed when bus carrying refugees crashes at Ali 

Sabieh on way to Ethiopia. 

8-12.6.04 3-4,000 refugees returned to Ethiopia under supervision of UNHCR after rapid 
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refugee status determination process at Awr Aousa camp  

12.7.05 Three members of Ethiopian air force, including two pilots, refused asylum by 

France and Djibouti; handed over to Ethiopian forces in Djibouti city. 

2005 Mohammed Dhere* was returned and disappeared. 

2006 A young woman from a village in East Hararge deported from Djibouti city. 

November 2007 Umar Aliyi (16) and Abdulfatah Abdulatif (21) detained on their way home 

from the Catholic school and deported. 

February 2008 Kadir Hassan Ahmed (17), Fatih Mohamed Ali (16), Abdulaziz Ahmed (17) 

and Muhamed Abdo (17) detained on way home from the Catholic school and deported. 

2008 Abdi Ibrahim* was found dead on the border at Dawale. 

2009 In May, a US vessel picked up 52 Somalis and returned them to Somalia. In November, 

40 Somali asylum-seekers picked up in a boat by Dutch military vessel, returned to 

Mogadishu by the Djibouti government. UNHCR said latter incident was refoulement. 

2009-2011 Two or three Somali recognised refugees rounded up by police during two year 

period and refouled through Loyada - ‘an improvement on previous years.’ 

25.11.10 Ibrahim Hussein, Kadir Umar and Mustafa Muktar (16) abducted by combined 

Ethiopian and Djibouti security forces in Djibouti city, disappeared, believed refouled. 

December 2010 About 15 Ogadeni from Ethiopia’s Somali Region abducted in Djibouti city 

and returned to Ethiopia. 

22.12.10 Jundi Baker Ahmed*, in his mid-forties, (2003 refoulement victim, see above), 

Mohammed Ali* (ca32), Omar Ibrahim* (ca 30), and Anwar Jemal Abdullahi*(ca 28), 

Ahmed Mohammed Said, Ali Ahmed Mohammed* and Tajir Ahmed* abducted from their 

own or their relatives’ homes in Djibouti city at about 2.00 a.m. All were abducted by a unit 

of Ethiopian and Djibouti security forces and refouled. Jundi Baker known to be detained in 

Dire Dawa. 

January 2011 About two weeks after Jundi Baker and others were taken, Adem Abdush, 

ca45, from Harar, was taken to an unknown place from his house in Djibouti, by Ethiopian 

security men and Djibouti security forces in an Ethiopian embassy car.  

Ogadeni mandate refugees, Hasan Ahmed Mohammed, 24, abducted in Dibouti city and 

refouled to Ethiopia. His brother narrowly escaped. 

15.2.11 Abdella Yassin detained in Djibouti, badly beaten and accused of informing 

human rights organisations about refoulements in November and December 2010. 

20.5.11 Habtamu Dababa, 42, suspected member of Ethiopian Patriotic Front, abducted by a 

team of Ethiopian and Djibouti security men. 

29.8.11 Yareed Tamirat Alamayo (Amahara),* Abiyot Gudata,* Mamush Andarge 

(Amhara)* Mulugeta (Amhara)* and an unnamed Amhara* refouled. 

31.12.12 43 Oromo and Somali refugees and asylum-seekers were detained in an 

overcrowded cell by Djibouti security forces and handed over to Ethiopian security on 1 

January 2013, including Badassa Geleta Birru* (former victim of refoulement in 2002, above, 

a mandated refugee 479-08C00014), Ahmed-Nour Mohamed Omar,* Adam Sheik Ali 

(Odaa),* Geneti Worku Takele (479-11C00280), Mulatu (father’s name unknown), and 

Abdulkarim Turee, according to Human Rights League of the Horn of Africa, Urgent Action 

2. 2013. Another seven were named by OSG’s correspondent – Ibrahim Ahmed Adem,* 

Salaah Hassen Idiris,* Ahmed Adem Hassen,* Jamal Said Yasin,* Ahmed Hassen Ibiriye,* 

Said Abdi Nur,* and Mohamed Tahir Qulu.* They were detained in Dire Dawa, East 

Hararge. Another two, Mohamed Ibro Waday* and Amin Ali Hassen* narrowly escaped 

capture. 

2014 Yusuf Ali* disappeared, fate unknown. 
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30.6.20 At least 14 Oromo were abducted in Djibouti city and immediately refouled to 

Ethiopia. Former victim of refoulement, Ahmed-Nour Mohamed Omar (see above), narrowly 

escaped when two others in his household were taken. (OSG Report 52, p.30). 

9.12.22 Farhan Ibrahim Mohamed,* (730-18H00047), aged 30, detained and returned to Dire 

Dawa from where he was transferred to incommunicado detention in Hurso military camp 

(OSG Report 63, p.40). 

Egypt 

On 20 September, Addis Standard reported that refugees and asylum-seekers from Ethiopia 

were facing ‘harassment, hate speech and violence’ in Egypt, as the hostility which has been 

evident for several years (see OSG Report 6180) has increased in response to PM Abiy 

Ahmed’s announcement in August that the fifth and final phase of filling the Grand Ethiopian 

Renaissance Dam (GERD) was complete.81 

All communities, including the Oromo, represented by the Oromo Elders Union, were 

suffering ‘financial exploitation, harassment, physical abuse, insults, kidnappings, and 

arbitrary arrests.’ 

One community leader told Addis Standard that over 100 of his community were in detention 

and that representations to UNHCR went unheeded. Those with UNHCR documentation, 

including up to date registration as asylum-seekers as well as those with time-expired 

documents or awaiting interview, are among those arbitrarily detained. 

UNHCR has reportedly met with refugee representatives – an improvement since OSG’s visit 

in 2022 – but ‘no effective solutions have been implemented so far.’ Large-scale detention of 

migrants began in April 2023. Bribery has secured the release of some of those detained.  

Violent attacks by local gangs and by police continue to be reported. 

OSG was informed on 26 September that 309 Oromo asylum-seekers and refugees in Cairo 

had been interviewed in the preceding few weeks by the U.S. Embassy in Cairo, for 

sponsored resettlement in the USA. They were awaiting medical screening. 

One of the interviewees, Tadese Gowe Gada, a 34 year-old who arrived in Cairo in 2016, was 

arrested by Egyptian police on 1 September when he returned to his home after being 

interviewed at the U.S. Embassy. He was due to renew his asylum-seeker registration with 

UNHCR on 12 September, as his registration certificate had expired on 21 July. 

He was taken to the airport to be sent back to Ethiopia on 26 September, having been coerced 

into signing a form in Arabic, which he did not understand.  

Tadese was so upset at the prospect of being returned that the police brought him back to 

detention in the 77th Street Police Station in the Maadi area of Cairo. UNHCR has been 

asked to intercede on his behalf, but he remained in detention at least to 1 October.  

There are about 10,000 Oromo refugees and asylum-seekers in Egypt, about five times as 

many as there were ten years ago. In addition are thousands who have been refused refugee 

status - 'closed file' cases. OSG reported in 2022 that only 50% of Oromo were granted 

refugee status.  

 
80 https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-61-25-January-2023-Abuse-in-Ethiopia-

and-abuse-in-Egypt-a-rock-and-a-hard-place-Accounts-from-83-Oromo-refugees-in-Cairo.pdf  
81 https://addisstandard.com/caught-in-the-crossfire-ethiopian-migrants-in-egypt-trapped-in-a-cycle-of-abuse-

arbitrary-detention-as-gerd-tensions-rise/ 

https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-52-July-2020.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-63.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-61-25-January-2023-Abuse-in-Ethiopia-and-abuse-in-Egypt-a-rock-and-a-hard-place-Accounts-from-83-Oromo-refugees-in-Cairo.pdf
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Report-61-25-January-2023-Abuse-in-Ethiopia-and-abuse-in-Egypt-a-rock-and-a-hard-place-Accounts-from-83-Oromo-refugees-in-Cairo.pdf
https://addisstandard.com/caught-in-the-crossfire-ethiopian-migrants-in-egypt-trapped-in-a-cycle-of-abuse-arbitrary-detention-as-gerd-tensions-rise/
https://addisstandard.com/caught-in-the-crossfire-ethiopian-migrants-in-egypt-trapped-in-a-cycle-of-abuse-arbitrary-detention-as-gerd-tensions-rise/
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Overall, there are more than half a million seeking refuge in Egypt, numbers which have 

grown with the influx of refugees from Gaza and Sudan (see OSG Report 66, pp.48-50). 

UNHCR reported in May that it had registered 473,000 refugees and asylum-seekers in Egypt 

during 2023, of whom 138,000 were among 400,000 new arrivals from Sudan.82 77% of 

registered refugees and asylum-seekers were from Sudan and Syria. Less than 1% were 

resettled to a third country in 2023. UNHCR wrote that ‘increasing needs coupled with the 

shortfall in global funding trends, have affected UNHCR’s ability to provide support to the 

most vulnerable.’ 

Kenya 

On 12 September, New Humanitarian published its findings from interviewing refugees in 

Dadaab camp about the Kenyan government’s acclaimed plan to integrate the refugees into 

Kenyan society.83 Cynicism about the ‘Shirika’ plan, a condition for a loan from the World 

Bank, was expressed in OSG Report 66.84 

Refugee interviewees confirmed to New Humanitarian that they had not been consulted about 

the plan, and did not know what form of identification they would need to access public 

services or to move outside of the camps of Kakuma and Kalobeyei in Turkana district, near 

the border with South Sudan, and Dadaab, in Garissa district, near the Somali border.  

They still are liable to arrest if they leave the camps and even if they were permitted to chase 

rare employment opportunities, they would be in fierce competition with members of the 

impoverished host populations. Development programmes were promised but are non-

existent. Refugees are still dependent on their rations, which continue to shrink and are now 

at 40% of recommended levels. 

Refugees and informed commentators alike complain that the reforms were merely a 

gimmick to attract donor funding and if followed through would result in increased tension 

between refugees and host populations in Garissa and Turkana districts. 

Somaliland 

OSG’s Somaliland correspondent wrote on 

19 September that Somaliland defence 

forces attacked Oromo who had settled and 

were working on Somali farms in Arabsiyo, 

a town 30 km west of Hargeisa, on the road 

from the border town of Wachale. 

At least ten were injured among the scores 

who were taken out of the town, beaten and 

robbed of their phones and money. Of those 

needing medical attention, one had to be 

transferred to hospital in Gabiley town, the 

main town in Gabiley district. Others received treatment in Arabsiyo. Head, facial and limb 

injuries were sustained. The victims had been taken during house-to-house searches by 

security forces, at least some in the middle of the night. 

 
82 https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/2024-06/MENA%20-%20Egypt%20ARR%202023_0.pdf 
83 https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/feature/2024/09/12/dadaab-voices-kenyas-flagship-refugee-plan-

marred-lack-consultation  
84 OSG Report 66, pp.50-51, https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-66.pdf  

https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/2024-06/MENA%20-%20Egypt%20ARR%202023_0.pdf
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/feature/2024/09/12/dadaab-voices-kenyas-flagship-refugee-plan-marred-lack-consultation
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/feature/2024/09/12/dadaab-voices-kenyas-flagship-refugee-plan-marred-lack-consultation
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-66.pdf
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Up to 1,000 Oromo live in Arabsiyo, which has a total population of over 22,000. Only a few 

Oromo are registered asylum-seekers. Elders told BBC Afaan Oromoo service that the police 

had said they were powerless to intervene in the ‘military operation’ in which they were 

attacked. 

Two of those injured are Abdurahman Abdi and 

Jamal Sheik Ibrahim (right). Others included 

Nasradiin Gursum, Abdi Jima, Misra, Sa’ad 

Abdulla, Abdurhim Abdulahi Abbileen, Badri 

Mahamad Ali Hassan, Gadisa Ahamad, 

Rahamadan Ibrahim, Ahmed Abdi and Jamal 

Ibrahim. 

The National Displaced and Refugee Agency in 

Hargeisa (NDRA) registered almost 100 Oromo 

families of newcomers when it opened on 12 

August, but next day, when even more arrived, they were told that only non-Oromo were 

being registered that day. Many refused to leave. Immigration police were then called and 

they deported over 100 of the Oromo who had gathered there. 

UNHCR in Hargeisa has issued application forms for replacement refugee committees, long 

delayed because of the Covid pandemic and budget constraints. Although 85% of refugees 

and asylum-seekers in Somaliland are Oromo, none of the places on the HECA committee, 

which represents all refugees from Ethiopia and Eritrea, are allocated for Oromo, whereas 

four out of ten places are allocated to other groups. Most of the remaining six places are 

reserved for women, but there are few Oromo women with sufficient language skills to meet 

criteria for involvement. These restrictions were set by NDRA, according to OSG’s 

information.85  

On around 21 September, Oromo refugees and asylum-seekers 

living in Bosaso, Puntland, gathered outside the city (left and 

below) to voice their concerns about the increasing hardship they 

are facing, hoping that their complaints will be heard by Oromo 

and others elsewhere. Their living standards suffered severely 

when subsistence allowances, given by UNHCR to refugees in 

areas where employment is so difficult to obtain, were stopped 

three years ago. The hostility from the local community became 

less and some jobs became available.  

However, after the Memorandum of Understanding between Somaliland and Ethiopia was 

signed on 1 January, the hostility became again much worse and employment opportunities 

for Oromo almost disappeared. The hostility increased after the Mayor of Garowe, the capital 

of Puntland, called publicly for the deportation of undocumented migrants on 16 June.86 

Rumours of imminent deportations are circulating. 

In addition to financial hardship, refugees in Bosaso report that health care has not been 

available to them for two years. Unable to feed their children once a day, they are without 

means to pay for health care.  

 
85 HECA represents refugees from Horn, East and Central Africa. Another committee, MENA, is the equivalent 

body for the Middle East and North Africa. 
86 See OSG Report 66, p.48. 

https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/OSG-Report-66.pdf
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Similarly, thousands of school children have been forced to drop out of school since UNHCR 

is no longer paying school fees. A generation is losing its ‘hope and dream.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


