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PRESS RELEASE - March/April 1997

The Oromia Support Group aims to publicise human rights violations against the people of
Ethiopia by forces employed by the Ethiopian Government. Its objectives are to promote
democracy, self-determination and freedom from human rights abuses for all the peoples of
Ethiopia, and disseminate information about Oromo history and culture. -

The Oromia Support Group has now reported 1,683 extra-judicial killings and 527
disappearances of civilians suspected of supporting groups opposing the government. Most of
these have been Oromo people. Scores of thousands of civilians bave been imprisoned.
Torture and rape of prisoners is commonplace, especially in secret detention centres, whose
existence is denied by the government. The EPRDF government's security forces are making it
increasingly difficult for information on human rights violations to be gathered within the
country and for this information to be sent abroad.

Sources of Information

1. Interview with close.ﬁ*iend of victim, 17th March 1997.

-2. Information from Hararge smuggled to correspondent in Horn of Africa, 21st December

- 1996. .
3. Sagalee Bilisummaa Oromoo, Voice of Oromo Liberation Rad1o Bulletin 13, Berlin, January
1997,
. Correspondence from brother of victim, 17th March 1997.
. Correspondence from sister of victim, 4.2.-27.3.97.
. Amnesty International Urgernt Action, London, 11th February 1997,
. Correspondence from brother of victim, 15th March 1997.
. Urji Newspaper, Addis Ababa, 11th February 1997.
9. Urji Newspaper, Addis Ababa, 28th January 1997.
10. Urji Newspaper, Addis Ababa, 15th January 1997
11. Correspondence from informant who travelied in the Borana Region from November 1996
to January 1997.
12. Statement from Ogaden Human Rights Committee, Porrentruy, S\mtzerland 17th February
1997.

13. Ethioptan Register, Vol.4, No.3, p10-11, Avon, Minnesota, USA, March 1997.

14. Resolution of American Association for the Advancement of Science, 16th February 1997.

Translations of Utrji Newspaper were made by the Montreal Oromo Group.




-ADDIS ABABA AND CENTRAL OROMIA/ETHIOPIA

Imprisonment

Worku Mulatta, an engineer working for an indigenous Oromo
self-help organisation and father of four, was arrested in the street
in the Piaza area of Addis Ababa on Tuesday, 11th February. At
8.00pm, he was taken to his home in the Bole area, where
photographs were taken by four people including a female Tigrean
neighbour. .

He was then held at an unknown location for two days. His wife
was then telephoned and asked to bring food and clothing for him
at the Special Investigation Centre at Maikelawi.

He was chief political cadre for the OLF in Showa, when the OLF
were represented in the Transitional Government from 1991-2. He
became Chief Editor of Odaa magazine, closed down in 1994,

He then worked with the Oromo Relief Association until this was
closed down illegally by government authorities and he began his current employment. .He has not been
charged and there was no arrest or search warrant. .

Worku Mulatta

EASTERN OROMIA/ETHIOPIA

Killings :

Informants of "Voice of Oromo Liberation Radio" have confirmed the following extra-judicial killings in
Hararge Province in the the latter part of 1996, mostly in November. They were reported in the
January/February Press Release. Again it was stated that the methods of killing included the cutting of
arteries in the neck and asphyxiation by tightly binding the chest or by strangulation. The corroborating
report included dates of most killings in November, but not the dates of those killed earlier. There wero
minor differences in the spelling of some names and the last named was claimed to have been wounded,
not killed. One additional name is included in the second list. The report from the last Press Release is
reproduced below, with altemative spellings and additional information in italics, Only one killing was-
not mentioned in the second report, that of Arif Aliyyi Ahmed.

- Aliyyi Yuddoo Adam, Gola Xiqqo village, Mayyu district, Gaara Mul'ata, on 18.11 96, -

Abdulayi Xayil Suleman, Gola Xiqqo village, Mayyu district, Gaara Mul'ata, on 18.11.96, Abdulayi -
Tayib Suleman,

Abrahim Tugoo, Gabiba, Mayyu district, Gaara Mul'ata, on 18.11.96, Ibrahim T ugo,

Adam Mohamed Ismael, Guguyi, Mayyu district, Gaara Mul'ata, on 26.11.96,

Anif Aliyyi Ahmed, Aliso Mayyu district, Gaara Mul'ata, on 26.1 1.96, the only victim not named in.
second repori, .

Ahrted Arab, Mojo, Burqaa district, Gaara Mul'ata on 26.11.96,

Alisho Mohamed Gudda, Gabiba 34, Baddessa, on 27.7.96,

Abduraman Tusho Ali, Gabiba 34, Baddessa, on 16.8.96,

Abrahim Abdalla, Gabiba 33, Baddessa, on 10.9.96, Ibrahim Abdalla,

Ahmed Ibrahim Wagqo, Gabiba 34, Baddessa, on 5.9.96,

Ahmed Xayib Mohamed, Gabiba 33, Baddessa, on 3.9.96, Ahmed Tayib Mohamed,

Ahmed Aliyi Abdaila, Gabiba 33, Baddessa, on 13.9.96, ‘

Ahmed Ibrahim. Gabiba 33, Baddessa, on 13.9.96,

Abduraman Yuya, Goro Abbu, Gaara Mul'ata, on 13.9.96,

Bakir Abdalla Hasan, Rakko, Gurawa, Gaara Mul'ata, on 26.11.96, Bakiri Abdulahi Hasan,
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Bakir Abdalla, Mojo, Burqaa, Gaara Mul'ata; on 30.11.96, Bakiri Abdulahi Hasan; the different date
and location from the previous entry of namesake was confirmed,

Faraha Negawo, Rata Hare, Mayyu, Gaara Mul'ata, on 26.11.96, Fara Nagawo,

Husen Xahir Bune, Gabiba 34, Baddessa, on 11.8.96, Husein Tahir Bune, :
Harshi Abdo, Hameyi, Laga Dhare, Bale, on 28.10.96, strangled to death on November 25th accordin
to second report, also looting of 1500 Birr and destruction of house and property by fire reported,
Ibrahim Usman Ahmed, Jilcha, Gurama, Gaara Mul'ata, on 26.11.96, Jbrahim Usman Mohammed,
Ibrahim Usman, Rakko, Dobu, Gaara Mul'ata, on 30.11.96, Jbrahim Usman Ahmed of Rakko Barzala,
Ibrosa Ahmed Ture, Gabiba 33, Baddessa, on 13.9.96, Ibrosh Ahmed Ture,

Jamal Adam Ulo, Gabiba 33, Mayyu, Gaara Mul'ata, on 26.11.96,

Johar Sa'id, Huxxee, Malka Bal'o, Obora, on 25.5.96,

Mohamed Tutto, Gabiba 33, Mayyu, Gaara Mul'ata, on 26.1 1.96, Mammad Tutto,

Muhuyi Suleman, Gabiba 33, Mayyu, Gaara Mul'ata, on 26.11.96,

Mohamed Ahmed Ibrahim, Mojo, Burqaa, Gaara Mul'ata, on 26.11.96,

Mohamed Musa Sa'id, Gabiba 34, Baddessa, on 11.8.96,

Mohamed Adam Baro, Gabiba 34, Baddessa, on 5.9.96,

Mohamed Umar Dadhi, Gabiba 33, Baddessa, on 13.9.96,

Mohamed Sa'id Ibro, Goro Abu; Burqaa, Gaara Mul'ata, on 15.9.96,

Muktar Jibril, Daraba, Kurkuru, 28.10.96,

Nahawi Mohamed, Gabiba 33, Baddessa, on 5.7.96,

Shamil Tbro Ahmed, Gola Xigqo, Mayyu, Gaara Mul'ata, on 18.11.96,

Umar Ismael, Gabiba 33, Mayyu, Gaara Mul'ata, on 26.11.96, Umar Usmael,

Usman Amado, Goro Abu, Daraba, Kurkuru, on 28.10.96 and

Usne Gitacha, Goro Abu, Daraba, Kurkuru, on 28.10.96. Stated to be wounded and thrown in Jail with
9 others in Bahima locality in second report.

The single killing not reported in the first account is that of Zuberi Hayyub, Gabiba locality, Mayyu
District, Gaara Mul'ata. (2,3)

Disappearance

Magarssa Dame was abducted at 2.00 am, December 5th 1992, from his
brother's house in Kebele 18, Harar city, E Hararge. He was seen bya
trader at Kombolcha Prison Centre a few weeks later and was said to be in a
weak and faint condition, with a blackened finger on his right hand following
being tortured using electric wire, His brother was refused access to him.

On. February 23rd his brother was told by government soldiers that Magarssa
was 1o longer there. His present location is not known nor is it known
whether he is alive or dead. :

Magarssa was a teacher of Qubee (the latin script best suited to the Oromo D
language) from September 1991, in the rural areas of Amury, Wollega. He

Maga

was taken from his father's home in Amuru on July 20th 1992 and tortured while being held at Amuru
police station. He escaped on October 19th. On October 22nd, his father, Dame Jana was tmprisoned

~ and interrogated. Before his release on November 15th 1992, he was told that Magarssa would be killed

if he was caught. Magarssa made his way to his brother's house in Harar, from where he was abducted
in December, as reported above. (4},



Imprisonment and Torture
Mahmoud Ali Said, 45 yr old farmer, small-businessman and father of 11, of Burka Titira, E.Hararge,
"disappeared" after he was abducted by security men in Dire Dawa in May 1995. After 20 months in a ,
secret detention centre, he was taken to Dire Dawa Central Prison in January 1997. He has not been
charged or appeared in court. He was reported on January 3 1st to be severely ilf with hepatltls and
torture wounds. He was unable to stand or walk. He denies providing support to the OLF since 1992,
the apparent reason for his abduction. He was detained without trial for 8 years under the Derg regime.
His torture apparently stopped in late February and he has been transferred to Shinnilee. :

(5,9).

WESTERN OROMIA/ETHIOPIA

Disappearance ' )

Merga Yadeta Akassa, was seen by classmates to be abducted by two government gunmen from Jimma
College of Agriculture, Illubabor, at 22.00.hrs on November 8th 1996. His location is now unknown.
He was studying coffee agriculture and had been a political cadre for the OLF when they had legal
representation in government in 1991-2. He was detained in Hurso Camp for one year from 19934,
His arrest was apparently on suspicion of QLF membership. .

Imprisonments
Aba Mecha Ababor,.a 52 yr old farmer and father of six, from Hirbu Ganji Kebele Jimma town,
Ilubabor, was taken from his home by government forces on
June 2nd 1996. He is being held in Jimma prison and has
not been charged or appeared in court. (8).

Jura Goshu, a young man from Abuna Kebele, Horro
Guduru District, E.-Wollega, was abducted by an "armed
government group" from a relative's house in Kebele 15,
Woreda 23, Addis Ababa, about 9.00am on November 2nd
1996, He had been visiting relatives there. He was driven
~away in a car, licence plate 2-12576, and followed by
relatives to Maikelawi Special Investigation Centre, His
relatives were told they were not allowed to see him. An
official said that the Regional Administration had requested
his detention. Hehas since been transferred to Nekemte
prison, E. Wollega. He has not been charged or appeared in
court. : 9). Jura Goshu

Urji Newspaper reported on 15th January that 1,500 alleged members and supporters of the OLF have
been held in prisons in Dembi Dollo and Mugi, Wollega for periods of six months to thres years without
trail. Youths and elders of both sexes are being held. The following list is taken from Usrji.

Mrs Roman Amanti, merchant, Kebele 05, Dembi Dollo; Asrat Banti, tailor, Gidami; Gebisa Jirata,
farmer, Gidami; Mahari Daqa, farmer, Gidami; Shiferaw Kumara, farmer, Jimma Horro; Fikadu Adamu
Gudata, youth, merchant, Seyo district; Mohamed Zeinu Aba-Gojam, youth, merchant, Dale district;
Elias Dabala, youth, farmer, Seyo district; Haj Abdul Rahman, merchant, Seyo district: Belai Deresa,
youth, farmer, Mugi; Tekele Barkesa, merchant, Seyo district; Duresa Olkaba, Secretary of Teacher's
Association, Seyo district; Zelalu Yadeta, youth, merchant, Gidami; Zarihun Dagafu, youth, merchant,
Gidami; Zarthun Mulata, youth merchant, Seyo district; Sherif Ahmed, farmer, Qage; Ragasa Baisa,
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farmer, Mugi; Daniel Amante, youth, farmer, Mugi; Major Yadeta, farmer, Qaqe; Tilahun Dinsa,
farmer, Malogi Walel, Dagafu Daba, farmer, Malogi Walel;, Dinbasha Mengasha, farmer, Malogi
Walel; Ayele Yasin, farmer, Malogi Walel; Kena Atomsa, farmer, Malogi Walel; Abdeta Basha, farmer,
Malogi Walel; Kaba Shango, farmer, Malogi Walel; Gamada Likasa, farmer, Malogi Walel; Jamal Said,
farmer, Malogi Walel; Asefa Tilahun, farmer, Malogi Walel; Shungo Biru, farmer, Hawa Galan; Takele
Gosa, farmer, Hawa Galan; Chibsa Fayisa, farmer, Seyo district; Bekele Beyan, farmer, Seyo district;
Boka Dinsa, merchant, Seyo district; Jamal Haji Abdulrahman, merchant, Seyo district; Taresa
Chowagqa, teacher, Seyo district; Dagago Hundesa, student, Seyo district; Shogile Dado, farmer, Malogi
Walel; Mahari Gabisa, farmer, Malogi Walel; Badasa Chali, farmer, Malogi Walel; Magarsa Agabijo,
farmer, Gidami; Dagne Soboka, teacher, Gidami; Tasfa Bethanu, teacher, Gidami; Dagima Tarafa,
teacher, Gidami; Melkamu Gamtesa, teacher, Gidami; Dawit Boka, youth, merchant, Seyo district;
Emana Gudata, farmer, Dale; Nasir Abdu, NCO in EPRDF army, Dale; Berhanu Qumburi, farmer,
Dale; Adisu Agamso, merchant, Dallo; Milkias Mekonnen, farmer, Gidami; Itafa Gacho, farmer,
Gidami; Banti Mezgabu, farmer, Gidami; Gurmesa Darari, farmer, Gidami; Abdalla Hussein, farmer,
Gidami; Qano Shabo, Telecommunications Manager, Seyo; Tadesse Kusa, merchant, Seyo; Hora
Dibaba, farmer, Anfilo; Tesana Mati, farmer, Anfilo; Desalegne Raga, farmer, Dale Wabara; Dagago
Gudata, farmer, Anfilo; Yegazn Gajo, farmer, Seyo; Gezaw Ayana, merchant, Hawa Galan. :

The narmes of five of those being held in the Police Station in Mugi are: :

Roba Beka Bocholo, Adam Wayesa, Miftalam Guta, Elias Yadata and Mitiku Tekle. (10).

SOUTHERN OROMIA/ETHIOPIA

Killings

An informant received reports about the following killings in the Borana. The information was given to
him by close relatives of the deceased. He wrote that the popluation is “in a political context where
nobody trusts anybody and people don't speak about extrajudicial killing".

Jilo Abbakanu, an elderly man, and

Tafese Borantu were killed on 28th J. anuary 1992 during a peace making attempt between the Guji and
the Borana. They were in a car with Dejere Abebe, an OPDO administrator. The car was attacked at
Finchawa on the way back from a meeting at Agare Mariam. The OPDO officer survived; he pretended
to be wounded.

Gobu Sora, an elderly man, Molu Arero, Molu Doyo and Boru Dida, also elderly, were "killed together"
on 31st September 1994 in Gobso, Dirre Woreda. _The deaths of these four were reported in the March
1995 Press Release. That information was given to OSG by a clandestine human rights group operating
from Addis Ababa (now closed down). The previous report gave the date as 22nd September and stated
that the killings had occurred at the homes of the victims. '
Abduba Dalacha Arero was killed in 1994 and

Jarso Arero, a teacher, died in prison the same year.

Bule Halake was killed in Yavello in 1995,

Jaldessa Golesa was imprisoned and shot in 1995. His body was found between Surupa and Haro
Bakke.

Two of his friends died in the same incident.

Abduba Nakata was killed in Dubluk and

Duba Qumbi was killed in Arero in 1995

Badhane Gashu's killing in 1995 was reported by OSG in March 1995. He was arrested in Addis
Ababa, killed and his body thrown into the bush around Lake Langano on January 15th.

Liban Dabasicha was imprisoned and shot in Zeway in 1996,
Bule Arero and




Xuse Arero were killed in Moyale in 1996. .
Acha Halake and
Ali Garo were killed (the former while fighting) in Borbor in 1996. (11).

OGADEN

Imprisomments

The following officers of the Ogaden Welfare Society are reported to be held in detention without charge
or trial since Noveraber 1996, The Ogaden Welfare Society is the only national humanitarian
organisation in the Ogaden which is recognised by the Ethiopian government. It has been responsible for
building dispensaries and schools and digging water wells..

Dr Mohamed Abdulgani Elmi, Chairman, : 7

Momamoud Abdi Ahmed, Director of Finance and Management, and

Mubaarak Aidiid Odawaa, Treasurer. (12).

‘Drought ‘

In February, the Ogaden Human Rights Committee reported severe drought and famine in the Somali
Region, killing dozens of people and hundreds of animals.

"[Tlhe Ogaden has been hit by a severe drought accompanied with lack of food and medical care which
has caused mass starvation and the break-out of epidemics, related to malnutrition and bad sanitation”
the organisation says. "The aid donated by the International Community ... is being misused by the
govemnmet by diverting the bulk of it to the military barracks and distributing the rest, which is very
little, to the supporters of the government policies, who are usually informers and collaborators of the
Ethiopian troops in the Ogaden." - ' (12).

Harassment of OHRC International Co-ordinator in Switzerland

The Intemational Co-ordinator of the Ogaden Human Rights Committee (OHRC), Mr Abdulkader Sulub
Abdi and his family of five, have been seeking asylum in Switzerland since 1991, On June 25th 1995, a
few days after the first congress of OHRC, when Mr Abdi was elected to his post, a hired Somali,
Hussein Mohamed, tried to murder Mr Abdi and his family by setting fire to their house. He was caught
and convicted of attempted murder, but would not say who had given him the large quantity of money
which he carried.

From the beginning of 1996 Mr Abdi has been harassed with frequent anonymous phone calls.
Following the publication of his name on documents submitted to the UN Human Rights Commission,
the "AJADA" office in Porrentruy, responsible for asylum seekers' affairs, received a phone call from the
Ethiopian Embassy in Geneva asking for Mr Abdi's personal details, claiming fictitiously that Mr Abdi
had been to the embassy but they had forgotten to ask his nationality. (12).

AMHARA REGION

Killings

The following farmers in Gonder were reported in the Fthiopian Register to have been killed in
December 1996 in Stiya Woreda Qoma Fasiledes Peasants Association. They were killed by "local
security men" because they were suspected of belonging to the All Amhara Peoples Organisation
(AAPQ).

Hailu Amare and )

Damtew Kebede were taken from their homes and killed.

Abate Guangual was made to come out of his house and shot on his doorstep.




“Mogus Fenta was taken from his home and killed elsewhere.

Walelign Simegn; father of four and an ex-soldier, was a farmer in Stiya Woreda. He had previously
been detained for 4 months for hiding a fire arm. He fled to Addis Ababa after repeated harassment by
local officials and was therefore assumed by local officials to be an AAPO supporter. He was pursued
to the capital by Mitiku Kebe (Stiya Commissariat gunman), Mulualem Shiferaw (Stiya council
member) and Asfaw (from the Woreda police Station). Ho was taken from House 1179, Woreda 12,
Kebele 07, at 6.30pm on December 7th, 1996, to the 3rd police Station in Addis Ababa and the
following day driven back to Stiya Woreda Police Station. Armed men took him from there into the
bush. When he realised he was to be executed he called out the names of his assailants. He died after
being strangled with rope and shot two times. Before he died, he called out the names of the above three
officials, Awoke Wudu and Ezezhunua Wase (Stiya Woreda council members), and Yismaw Kebede
(security man). Awoke Wudu told people who arrived to find the dead man that they could remove his
body. ' , | (13).

Imprisonments etc

The Ethiopian Register reports that officials in the Fogera Woreda have been detaining a number of
farmers since 6th January on the grounds of their having belonged to the Workers Party of Ethiopia
(WPE, the party of the Derg). The Fogera administrative couricil ordered the detentions, which were
carried out by government soldiers. ‘

The following are.being held at the Amedber Peasant Association office:

Guade Abebe S

Wale Tegaw and

Alelign Teka

Being held at Meneguzer School are:

Zewdu Yenehuno

Batans Yilma

Desse Bogale

Corporal Belachew Abebe and

Yenealem Meke

Beirig hield at Woreta Police Station are:

Melese Adera

Adugna Andarge

Qes Mekwanint Worlu

The following three persons are reported to have been tortured because of suspected AAPO membership:
Ale Kebede :

Taddese Negash and

Mola Yirdaw _ (13).

Trade

Local officials in the town of Dila, Amhara Region, have , without court order, confiscated a total of
over 246 quintals of coffee from licensed merchants Demeke Duchiso, Girma Lege, Muntas Teferi,
Desalegn Gizaw and Mr Arfaso. Coffee mills and stores belonging to Alemayehu Yirdaw and Mr Jibir}
in Yirgatchefe town have been closed down and the coffee trade licenses of Mr Jibirl's two sons have
been revoked by the Gedeo Zone Council. (13).




SOUTHERN PEOPLES REGION

Killings ,
The Ethiopian Register reports that the Council of Alternative Forces for Peace and Democracy In
Ethiopia claim that detainees in Malo Woreda Police Station in Dita Dara, Northern Omo
Administrative Zone, have begun dying from torture and starvation. '
Shiferaw Mekonnen, from Addis Ababa, was passing the Mesqel holiday with relatives when arrested by
four policemen from Dita Para on October 31st, 1996, when about to return to Addis Ababa. Without
warrant, the police searched the house and took him with 8 others to the police station.
They were denied food for over a month and made to roll naked over sharp metal objects.
Arzo Hailu died in custody and was buried in the prison by police and other detainees.
Following his death, the others were released. | '

~Shiferaw Mekonnen died from injuries on December 19th. Despite an appeal submitted by his brother,
Moges Mekonnen, to the North Omo Public Prosecutors office on 24th December, no action has been

taken against the four policemen who took Shiferaw “for mnvestigation", (13).

PRESS :

On December 20th 1996, Paris-based international press rights group, Reporters Without Borders
(RSF), called upon the Ethiopian Prime Minister, Meles Zenawi, to release several jailed newsmen. The
group wrote asking why Sinteyehu Abate, editor of the weekly Remet, had not been released several
weeks after his year's sentence had passed. They named four of the other thirteen imprisoned Journalists
as Wesson Seged Mersha, of Kifab, Goshu Mogus, of Tobia and Tikuret, Tilahun Bekele, of Ruhama,
and Teferi Kitila, editor of Tikurer. , ,

Goshu Mogus, Taye Belachew and Antench Merid, of Tobia, were released on bail of 5,000 Birr each,
in early February, according to the Addis T; ribune, and Tobia is back in print. Tobia's Arega Wolde
Kirkos remains in detention without charge.

In Addis Zemen Newspaper, 18th February, Meles Zenawi was quoted as saying there was no point in
nviting independent joumalists to government press conferences. It was “useless" he said. "In my
opinion, a journalist could be invited to a press conference, but it is not a right. The intrinsic character
of [independent] journalists is to report what they have not seen of heard. Inviting them to press
conferences is useless. Therefore, we do not invite them. If they want to take part in press conferences,

all they have to do is stop lying: They can complain where they like, as they have the right. But we too
have the right not to speak to them".

APOLOGY FROM URJI NEWSPAPER

On January 28th, the “disappearance" of Tamam Ibrahim and Jamal Hussein from Addis Ababa was
reported by Urji. It later appeared that they had left the country. Urji published a disclaimer
acknowledging this, on February 4th.

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE RESOLUTION

The following is extracted verbatim Jrom the resolution passed by the association's Council on | 6th
February 1997.

Whereas the American Association for the Advancement of Science is deeply concemned about the
arbitrary detention, detention without charge or trial, denial of freedom of expression, and dismissal from
employment for political reasons of Ethiopian scientists;

Be it resolved that the AAAS Council considers the scientists listed below to have been among those
arbitrarily deprived of their human rights and acadermic freedom, and respectfully requests that the
Ethiopian government release the imprisotied scientists from detention and allow them to leave the

!



country if they so desire, reinstate those professors who were dismissed from Addis Ababa University
during term of coverage of valid contract, and comply with its obligation to provide them retirement and
other benefits. '
Scientists arbitrarily detained: :
Alemayehu Teferra, (Civil Engineer, President of Addis Ababa University, dismissed from
University April 1993, arrested 2 April 1993, detained without charge)
Asrat Buli (Medicine, arrested 15 February 1996, detained without charge)
Asrat Woldeyes (Surgery, dismissed from university April 1993, arrested July 1993
sentenced to 5 and 1/2 years' imprisonment)
Girma Bekelle (Government Official, Sciences, arrested September or October 1994
detained without charge) '
Mohamed Abdo Tuko (Electrical Engineering, arrested February 1995)
Mohamoud Ugas Mohamed Hashi (Social Sciences, arrested between March and
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July 1994, disappeared)

Taye Wolde Semayat (Political Science, arrested 30 May 1996, faces possible life
sentence) :

Teferra Wonde (Medicine, arrested May 1989, disappeared May 1990)

Teshome Mutama (Nursing, arrested/disappeared February 1996) (14).

OROMO RELIEF ASSOCIATION

A court hearing in October 1996, in Addis Ababa, ruled in favour of the Oromo Relief Association
(ORA). The government was ordered to return ORA's assets and allow the organisation to function in
Addis Ababa. The government is not abiding by the court's decision and has done nothing.

KENYA - TPLF Soldiers and Kenyan Authorities Committing Murder, Torture and Rape

On February 16th, the Kenyan Human Rights Commission (KHRC) published findings of its
investigation into human rights violations committed against the people of North Kenya. The 66 page
report, entitled The Forgotten People: Human Rights Violations in Moyale and Marsabit Districts,
documents abuses committed by Kenyan security forces, provincial administration and Kenyan Wildlife
Services, and abuses committed by Tigrean soldiers crossing the border from Ethiopia.

The majority of the population of the districts are Boran Oromo. Three of the smaller groups, Rendille,
Gabbra and Burji have formed an informal alliance, "Regabu", which sidelines the Boran. Gabbra and
Rendille members of parliament are believed to be backing Regabu, but deny its existence. There are
first hand accounts of atrocities committed by Boran against Rendille and vice versa, in the escalation of
inter-ethnic clashes and raids which has occurred since 1992. The report claims that the Kenyan
governiment has deliberately fostered the strife, which has been fuelled also by the availablity of weapons
following the chaos in Somalia and cross border attacks by Tigrean soldiers from Ethiopia against Boran
Oromo.

Whereas raids by Boran against Rendille are followed by investigation, arrest and torture of Boran by
the Kenyan authorities, the KHRC found no instance of follow up of attacks made by Rendille against
Boran. '

The report includes numerous accounts of violations committed against Boran by Kenyan government
torees. These include murder, torture, disappearance, many accounts of rape and arbitrary detention.
One illustrative case is that of Jillo Galma. He was arrested in July 1992 following a raid on a Rendille
community. “Several other people were arrested at the same time. The Marsabit police officers tied our
hands and legs with ropes and then handcuffed us. They took us into thé bushes in a nearby area where




they beat us repeatedly with huge sticks on our ankles ... until the following moming. We were then
' transferred to Marsabit Police Station. There, the torture continued for about eight days. The
interrogating police officers roughly rubbed our heads with their guns ... beat us repeatedly ..." e

His father was also arrested and beaten so that both legs were broken and he lost consciousness. At the
time of Mr Galma's arrest, his brother, Koto Galma, was arrested too. He has “disappeared", despite the
family's efforts to locate him. "Later my parents were chased away from the police station after being
told that Koto was among twenty people sentenced to death."

One woman, Kabale Dadacha, of Songa, Marsabit, gave the following account. "The army arrived
suddenly to look for guns. They stole 300 Kenyan Shillings from me. They beat me saying I had hidden
the guns they were looking for. Then they raped me and my young girl at the same time. I was so
humiliated. 'We were raped by about ten men. The officers then tumed to my 13 yr old daughter, Kule
Dadacha, and asked where her father was. He had died several years earlier and she told them so. They
beat her and said she was lying. They then took her to a bonfire and dipped her head in as they
questioned her, Kule suffered severe bums to the head and a permanently damaged kidney."

Instances of torture, although evident to judges when some victims are taken to court, are not

investigated by the Kenyan authorities. Torture and rape are not punished because the law enforcement
officers are the perpetrators. : '

The District Commissioner of Moyale, Mr Ole Legei, "has been accused of intimidating and harassing
the Boran community. He is reported to have stated that the Boranas would be chased to Ethiopia 'the
same way they were chased from Madera by the Somiali [community]. When approached by Borana
leaders on May 4th 1996 Mr Legei told the leaders that they could go and complain anywhere they liked
and that it would not make a difference because he was protected by the 'big fishes'. Borana leaders

have complained to the Kenya government about Mr Legei's conduct several times but have received no
response."

A significant factor in the KHRC dscision to investigate Moyale and Marsabit districts was a
publication by the young Oromo lawyer in Nairobi, Hussein Sora . His death under suspicious
circumstances, following the release of his document, is inctuded in the KHRC report. The violations
which he reported are listed in the January/February 1997 OSG Press Release. Whereas he believed that
cross-border incursions by the Ethtopian army were responsible for the ethnic violence in North Kenya,

the KHRC claim that ethnic violence in the area existed before 1992 but that it has been considerably
exacerbated by the Ethiopian incursions. ’

The KHRC report corroborates and enlarges upon abuses, reported by Hussein Sora, committed by
Tigrean soldiers, in the Ethiopian army, crossing into Kenya. Further independent corroboration has

been provided for OSG by a German sociologist working on the Ethiopian side of the border (see
August/September 1996 Press Release).

The Tigrean incursions are ostensibly to punish Boran Oromo suspected of supporting the OLF. The
soldiers bear characteristic facial markings of Tigrean culture: they wear Ethiopian army uniforms: and
bodies of fallen comdrades are taken by Tigreans. The raids are of two kinds. The bombing, murder,
rape and plunder of Boran Oromo and assassination of prominent elders suspected of supporting the

OLF is one kind. Simple banditry of robbery with violence and murder is the other. Both are
extensively reported by the KHRC. :

In the January/February Press Release, 0SG reported most of the violations listed against the Boran in
the KHRC report. Information, which was not known then, includes the difficulty Kenyan police have
when attempting to claim the return of persons abducted by the Tigrean soldiers. One officer told
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KHRC "I have personally been forced to cross the border to negotiate the release of abducted Kenyans

~ which inevitably proves to be very difficult. Once a person is kidnapped or abducted, s/he either
disappears or we are forced to pay a fine for the release. In most cases we are not given a reason for the
abduction but the general belief is that it is because of real or imagined support for the OLF. Our
efforts, on the whole, have been largely unsuccessful."

The assassination of Jatani Ali, a “leading personality in the Oromo Liberation Front", on July 2nd
1992, was by hired gunmen. A Kenyan MP claims that "two of the assassins were holed up in the
Ethiopian Embassy in Nairobi and that an embassy car had been used as the getaway vehicle”. Two
‘TPLF soldiers were later tried for the murder but acquitted by a Nairobi court, the report states.

OSG has not previously known the name of the Kenyan secondary school teacher killed on March 6th
1996 in a "shoot-out by TPLF soldiers at the National Council of Churches of Kenya compound in
Moyale". Newly appointed teacher, Anderson Micheni, was shot dead and "One TPLF soldier, whose
body was later claimed by the TPLF, was killed by Kenyan security forces in the shoot-out",

The report corroborates Hussein Sora's account of the assassination by bembing of Assistant Chief Tara
Sora, his wife and a relative, on Febraury 8th 1996. TPLF soldiers bombed his home in Modo Adhi
sub-location, Sololo Division of Moyale District.

The murder of two charcoal bumers, Tulicha Kiya and Huka Bagaja, at Oda, Moyale, on January 11th
1996 was reported. "TPLF soldiers were observed leaving the scene of the crime.*

The torture of Corporal Guracha Bisiko has not previously been reported by 0SG. The 52 yr old Kenya
African National Union (KANU) chairman for Butiye, was abducted by TPLF soldiers on July 16th
1995 and held for seven months on suspicion of his being an OLF sympathiser.

"Three TPLF soldiers in plain clothes stopped me and told me that I was under arrest. I resisted and
they drew their pistols ordering me to follow them. I was taken to an army base in Moyale-Ethiopia."
[Moyale straddles the border.] “Throughout my stay at the army base, I was repeatedly beaten with
sharp sticks and whipped. I remember the worst day of my life. It was October 27th, 1995, The
soldiers hit every part of my body and pressed my testicles with an object I could not identify. I was
accused of 'feeding and harbouring OLF forces' and ‘using my military experience to train them' in
Butiye-Moyale. That day, I was transferred to Bukulu Boma" {Bukulu Boma, according to the KHRC,
"ts known as the torture centre of captured OLF soldiers and their sympathisers”.}

“They tied my hands behind my back and whipped me with a sharpened whip that dug smal{ holes in my
body. They then poked my buttocks with a sharp Somali sword.. The beating went on for over eight
hours. I was then thrown into a waterlogged cell for several hours. The same exercise was repeated
over several days. Soldiers would push pistols into my ears and demand to know where OLF soldiers
were harboured.in Kenya. When I insisted that I did not know, they would beat me more vigorously."

“They repeatedly pressed my testicles hard and tied a rope with a tight knot around them. My penis
shrunk in size and my testicles got so swollen that I had to have an operation on my release"

Mr Bisiko's abduction was reported by his wife to the Officer Commanding the Police Division and the
District Commissioner of Moyale. These Kenyan officials were satisfied with Ethtopian claims that Mr
Bisiko's whereabouts were unknown. Following his release, Mr Bisiko again reported the incident to the
same officials, but the matter was never raised with the Ethiopian authorities.

The disappearance of Molu Boru Liban from Dambala Fachana in early September 1994, was
corroborated by the report. The imprisonment of Galma Kalicha Godo, of Anona, Sololo, on July 13th
1995, has been previously reported but his 68 days of torture at Idi Iola, in Ethiopia, has not. The
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abduction and detention, at unknown places in Ethiopia, of Kalicha Dima and Adi Godana (Ali' in
previous reports) was reposted by the KHRC,

None of the reported abductions have been investigated by the Kenyan government, K

The report states that “TPLF soldiers from the Ethiopian army are also responsible for orgamsed-
"bandit" raids in Northem Kenya". "When Eﬂnoplan soldiers/bandits raid townships, they take lives,
steal livestock and destroy property."

The bombing of Liban Galma and Jillo Gamachu, the attempted shootmg of Halake Kinni, the killing of
twelve people in Modo Adhi and the attack on the property of Assistant Chief Abakame in Uran sub-
location of Moyale-Kenya, with one killed and one seriously injured, are corroborated by the report.

Later incursions are reported.

“March, 1996 - TPLF bandits attacked the village of Dukana in Marsabit. 23 Kenyans and 38
Ethiopian bandits were killed by Kenyan security forces."

"May, 1996 - Mr Halake Roba was shot point blank by TPLF bandits in Modo Adhi, Moyale District.

The bandits were seen crossing back over the border into Ethiopia and were wearing Ethiopian army
uniforms."

“May, 1996 - TPLF bandits attacked Galole and stole eight head of cattle and a donkey."

“The local police insist that all bandit raids are committed by Kenyans themselves and refuse to
recognise the roIe of Ethiopian forces."

The Kenyan government has failed to intervene. "It has refused to deliver an official protest to the
Ethiopian government and secure the Kenya-Ethiopia border." Mohammed Galgalo, MP for Moyale and
Assistant Minister for Industry and Commerce, stated that he "personally appealed to Mr Wilfred
Kimalat in the Office of the President. Although he promised to ask the Minister of Foreign Affairs to

present a protest note to the Ethiopian government, nothing was done. All my appeals seem to be
frustrat

Among the recormmendations of the Kenyan Human Rights Commission are that the Kenyan government
should protest to the Ethiopian govermnment about cross-border incursions, secure the border with a
military presence and raise the issue of cross-border incursions with the Organisation of African Unity,
Common Market for East and Southern Africa, and the Inter-Governmental Authority for Development.

Abbreviations. :

EPRDF Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front (Government party, led by TPLF)
OPDO Oromo People's Democratic Organisation (Oromo party within EPRDF)

OLF Oromo Liberation Front

05G Oromia Support Group

TPLF Tigrean People's Liberation Front
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