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PRESS RELEASE - July/August 1997

The Oromia Support Group is a non-political organisation which campaigns for the
international recognition of the extent of human rights abuses and lack of freedom in
Ethiopia. OSG calls upon western governments, businesses and institutions to withdraw
support from the Ethiopian government until it abides by its constitution which guarantees
human rights and self-determination for all peoples of Ethiopia.

OSG has now reported 2,108 extra-judicial killings and 547 dtsappeamnces of civilians
suspected of supporting groups opposing the government. Most of these have been Oromo
people. Scores of thousands of civilians have been imprisoned. Torture and rape of
prisoners is commonplace, especially in secret detention centres, whose existence is denied
by the government,

Sources of Information

1. Clandestine Human Rights Organisation A, Special Report, Addis Ababa, April 1997,

2. URJII newspaper, Addis Ababa, 15.4.97.

3. Communication from acquaintances of victim, Addis Ababa, June 1997.

4. Interviews with victim in London, July 1997.

5. Communication from close relative of victim, Europe, 14.6.97.

6. Radio Free Qromia bulletin, Berlin, June 1997.

7. Human rights group based in Horn of Africa, Report to UN Special Rapporteur on Extra-
Judicial Killings, July 1997

8. URJII newspaper, English version, Addis Ababa, 30.5.97.

9. Interview with victim and witness, seeking asylum in the USA, New York, 15.6.97.

10. Correspondence from victim, who is also son and brother of victims, in exile in Kenya,
28.7.97,

11. Correspondence from brother of victim, in exile in Djibouti, 16.6.97.

12. Written report from relatives of victims, Dire Dawa, E Hararge, 28.6.97.

13. Correspondence from victim, Borana province, 21.4.97,

14. Statement taken during interview with victim and statement accompanying asylum
application, Washington, D.C., 23.6.97.

15. Interview with son and brother of victims, Washington D.C., 21.6.97.

16. Ogaden Human Rights Committee Report, Porrentruy, Switzerland, August 1997.

17. Correspondence from victim, in exile in Kenya, 21.7.97.

18. Protestant Press Agency in Germany, epd-Dokumentation 45¢/96, The New Rulers of
Ethiopia and the Persecution of the Oromo. reports from the Oromo refugees in Djibouti,
by Bruna Fossati, I.ydia Namara and Peter Niggli, Frankfurt, 5.5.97.

19. Correspondence from friend of victim, in exile in Djibouti, 27.7.97.

20. Communication from relative of victim in USA, 4.7.97.




ADDIS ABABA AND CENTRAL OROMIA REGION

Killings

Kuma Tolassa, was killed by EPRDF armed men on 14th November 1996 in Lemen town, Western

Showa.,

Lieut Hundie Olan Bati,
Tesfaye Bezabih,
Deretu Assefa,

Haile Gizaw and

Seyoum Getu were killed on 10th March 1997 at the central prison near the Ozganisation of African

Unity building, It was reported that they were trying to escape.
Lieut Berhanu, was killed in Ambo district, reported April 1997,

Disappearances

Mulugeta Legessa, from Aleltu town, east of Addis Ababa, was
summoned by armed government militiamen "from his farm land" on
February 29th 1997 and taken without warrant. His present whereabouts
are unknown. : 1)

More details have emerged conceming the disappearance of Fayera
Abdisa, briefly reported in the May/June Press Release. Fayera was an
expert on agro-mechanisation at the Ministry of Agriculture. He was
abducted by government security men around 10.00 am on April 8th
(previously reported as the 9th) around Arat Kilo, in front of Addis
Ababa university. At the same time, Tesfaye Berhanu, an economist at
the Ministry of Finance, was taken i Arat Kilo. Tesfaye is known to
have been taken to Maikelawi Special Investigation Centre but there is
no trace of Fayera Abdisa. (1,2)

Imprisonment, torture etc.

Worku Mulatta, engineer and father of four, was arrested on February
11th, at the same time as Wako Tola, whose death in police custody was
reported in the May/June Press Release. He was chief political cadre for
the OLF in Showa, when the OLF were represented in the Transitional
Govemment from 1991-2. He became Chief Editor of Odaa magazine,
closed down in 1994. He then worked with the Oromo Relief
Association until this was closed down illegally by government
authorities. He has not been charged and there was no arrest warrant.
His detention was first reported in the March/April 1997 Press Release.
He is now reported as being taken by closed van from Maikelawi
Special Investigation Centre up to three nights per week to places
unknown and being tortured. He is apparently fearful of death or at
least permanent physical disability. 3)

Mrs Svetlana Mamedova, a 44 yr old naturalised Ethiopian citizen of

1)

Fayera Abdisa

\f‘;

1 ‘ |
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i |

Worku Mulatta

Georgian origin, has been imprisoned, since 1991, 7 times totalling 2 years and 8 months and has been
deported 5 times to countries not of her choice by the Ethiopian government. A mother and a music




teacher, her problems began with the new authorities in 1991 when they contested her citizenship and the
purchase of vehicles from the former Soviet Union. Her repeated detentions without charge were as a
result of the police defying court orders for her release. During detention, Mrs Mamedova was tortured,
especially in Maikelawi Special Investigation Centre. She was beaten with sticks, gun butts. whipped
with plastic tubes and denied food, water and visitors.

At one stage she was bound and left to lie on a stone floor for three weeks. As a result of her torture she
has weakness down her left side and is unable to walk over short distances. She reports "Many people,
mostly Oromo, are being held. People are packed together in cells, dented adequate sleep, food and water
and they are constantly harassed. There is no bedding, ventilation and washing of bodies is minimal,
hence much infestation. People die from starvation, torture, infected wounds and disease for they do not
receive medical treatment". {4)

Reappearance

Desalegne Makonnen's reappearance, after being untraceable for nearly nine months, has been

confirmed. Rumours of his reappearance were reported in the May/June 1997 Press Release.
(3)

EASTERN OROMIA REGION

Killings

Hararge Province

The following killings of rural Oromo were reported in April 1997

From Daro Labu district, W Hararge: ‘

Mame Qasim, burned to death by EPRDF with plastic materials tied to his body.

Kedir Adam, was 'choked to death by strings on his neck by EPRDF army',

Ms. Zahra Aliyi was choked to death with 'strings around her neck'.

Surur Ismail was killed when dragged along the road with a rope tied onto a hole pierced through his

nose.

Nugusie Hailemarium, died on 2nd December 1996 after prolonged torture. He was made to carry a

huge stone for days in Robe prison in Bale, He was detained in October 1996, (1)

The following were reported in June 1997

Yuyya Amin of Gugu village, Mayyu sub-district, Gara Mulata district, 21,7.96

Ahtmeddin, Aliso, Mayyu, Gara Mul'ata, 14.11.96

Shamsaddin Ibro, Aliso, Mayyu, Gara Mul'ata, 14.11.96

Ahimed Yisa, Aliso, Boke, Habro, 14.11.96

Shamil Ibro, Tulu Bale, Mayyu, Gara Mul'ata, 18.11.96

Abdalla Tayib, Ardago, Mayyu, Gara Mul'ata, 18.11.96

Umar Usman, Gabiba, Mayyu, Gara Mul'ata, 27.11.96. (6)

The following were shot by govemnment forces and had their property looted. The killings have not

previously been reported to OSG:

Fatuma Ahmed Shake, 36 yr old farmer's wife, Wedayi, 1.1.95

Umer Shegeli, 45, farmer, Wedayi, 23.1.95

Sheik Umer Mohammed, 50, farmer, Hardin, 2.2.95

Nure Birra, 42, farmer, Hardin, 8.2.95

Sherif Adam, 39, farmer, Dikkich, 24.2 95

Ahmedin Mohammed, 37, farmer, Sire, 24.2.95

Umre Sheik Sahil, 40, farmer, Sire, 24.2.95

Nure Ibro, 38, farmer, Ayayya, 24.2.95




Ahmed Boru, 35, farmer, Griya, 24.2.95

Ali Ibro, 41, farmer, Ibsa, 24.2.95

Ali Deresa, 36, farmer, Ibsa, 25.2.95

Ahmed Ibro, 42, farmer, Ibsa, 26.2.95

Mohammed Nur ali, 38, farmer, Ibsa, 14.4.95
Muktar Bushura, 40, farmer, Ibsa, 14.4.95

Usen Umar, 40, farmer, Mura, 4.5.95

Abdelta Mohammed, 39, farmer, Ibsa, 22.5,95

Rabi Ahmedahir, 37, farmer, Mura, 13.9.95

Ahmed Mohammed, 48, farmer, Kelada, 13.9.95
Dine Ustman, 34, farmer, Gugguf, 13.9.95

Mustafa Sheka, 36, farmer, Dera, 13.9.95

Ali Mohammed, 35, farmer, Chira, 13,9.95

Dawud Mohammed, 39, farmer, chira, 13.9.95

Haji Mchammed Bor, 56, farmer, Kelada, 13.9.95
Tesan Mchammed Ahmed, 40, farmer, Chira, 13.9.95
Tbrahim Ahmed, 38, farmer, Chira, 13.9.95
Mukerem Abdukadir, 41, farmer, Goro, 13.9.95
Ibrahim Mamma, 36, farmer, Kelada, 13.9.95
Abdella Nure, 43, farmer, Mura, 13.9.95

Ahmed Beker, 50, farmer, Mura, 13,9.95
Mohammednur Ahmed Shore, farmer, Iticha, 13.9.95
Mohamed Sire Imam, 37, farmer, Borsi, bayoneted to death, 13.9.95
Ibrahim Abdella, 45, farmer, Sekina, 18.9.95

Abbas Ali, 48, farmer, Lola, 19.9.95

Sadiya Sheka, 38, farmer's wife, Hanch, 19.9.95
Sadiya Shehmohammed, 42, farmer's wife, Hanch, 19.9.95
Abdela Beker Abdi, 42, farmer, Ebu, 19.9.95

Mume Dalui, 35, farmer, Eby, 19,995

Jemal Ibrahim, 37, farmer, Kerreyu, 19.9.95

Awelu Ali, 40, farmer, Mura, 21.9.95

Muktar Adem, 36, farmer, Liti, 22.9.95

Abdi Mohamed, 12, student, Sheref, 22.9.95

Ibrahim Nezero, 44, farmer, Sheref, 22.9.95

Mume Wadaye, 43, farmer, Arba, 26.9.95

Nasir Sajiro, 38, farmer, Wacho, 27.9.95, (bayoneted to death)
Ahmed Jibril, 44, farmer, Bekkeb, 27.9.95 (beaten to death)
Berudo Shekabmed, 42, farmer, Bekkeb, 27.9.95
Musa Mumede, 38, farmer, Bekkeb, 27.9.95
Ahmed Abdi, 49, farmer, Bekkeb, 27.9.95

Jemal Ahmed Amid, 46, farmer, Bekkeb, 27.9.05
Taju Mumede, 52, farmer, Bekkeb, 27.9.95

Hassen Abdulla Sadie, 36, farmer, Bukar, 28.9.95
Ahmednur Sheik Abdo, 40, farmer, Gobeni, 28.9.95
Shemsadin Abdushukar, 37, farmer, Wachu, 28.9.95
Furdesa Abdui Yusuf, 38, farmer, Mitcha, 28.9.95
Kelil Mume, 39, farmer, Kerrensa, 29.9.95

Sheik Ahmed Ademe, 60, farmer, Borte, 4.10.95



Werdi Abdulaziz, 38, farmer, Mura, 26.10.95
Mohammed Yuya Abdella, 40, farmer, Reha, 1.11.95
Sifiyan Amin Ali, 36, farmer, Yatu, 7.11.95
Mohammed Ame Mohammed, 39, farmer, Lili, 7.11.95
Isma'el Tahir Dirre,39, farmer, Sido, 8.11.95
Mohamed Sido Dirre,36, farmer, Sido, 8.11.95
Mohamed A. Dirre, 37, farmer, Sido, 8.11.95

Ali Ahemd Sadik, 42, farmer, Sido, 8.11.95

Abdul Selama Abdi, 39, farmer, Gebbis, 8.11.95
Jemal Abdu, 35, farmer, Gebbis, 8.11.95

Kasim Mahamed, 42, farmer, Gebbis, 8.11.95

Yesuf Abdi, 40, farmer, Sedama, 8.11.95

Anmin Ibro, 38, farmer, Kufense, 8.11.95

Jemal Ismael, 41, farmer, Kufense, 8.11.95

Ibrahim Mohamed, 45, farmer, Mesila, 8.11.95
Nasiradin Umer,37, farmer, Hadeke, 8.11.95

Yesuf Mohamed, 38, farmer, Gebbis, 9.11.95

Jemal Abdella, 43, farmer, Gebbis, 10.11.95
Abdurahiman Ali, 36, farmer, Kunfensi, 10.11.95
Juhar Amin, 41, farmer, Bassule, 10.11.95
Shamseddin Amme, 44, farmer, Bassule, 10.11.95
Abdule Haji, 37, farmer, Werke, 10.11.95

Abicho Hajt, 39, farmer, Werke, 10.11.95

Michael Ibrahim, 40, farmer, Kunfensi, 10.11.95
Muhamed Kedir, 38, farmer, Meti, 10.11.95

Juredin Mamma, 43, farmer, Ingolle, 10.11.95
Abdulmalik Yusuf Ali, 38, farmer, Bareka, 11.11.95
Abdurahman Musa Uso, 40, Dirree, 11.11.95

Yesuf Beker, 40, farmer, Selama, 11.11.95

Ali Mchamed Muhid, 39, farmer, Jannef, 11.11.95.
Abdella Ismael, 38, farmer, Selama, 11.11.95

Ali Mohammed Abdella, 41, farmer, Gebbis, 11.11.95
Hussen Mohammed Musa, 37, farmer, Gebbis, 11.11.95
Amin Wedayi, 38, farmer, Tatessa, 11.11.95,

Musa Abdella, 43, farmer, 13.11.95

Muktar Adem Dirre, 45, farmer, Gurud, 13.11.953
Abdella Hussein Abdella, 36, farmer, Gebbis, 14.11.95
Nuredin Hassen, 45, farmer, Surre, 14.11.95

Abisho Umer, 40, farmer, Goro, 16.11.95

Abdi Ismael, 37, farmer, Samte, 19.11.95

Ali Szid, 40, farmer, Beke, 20.11.95

Yasin Yesuf, 35, farmer, Beke, 20.11.95

Abdi Yuyyaa, 37, farmer, Mito, 21.11.95

Nasir Ali, 41, farmer, Mito, 21.11.95

Shamil Ali, 40, farmer, Beke, 24.11.95

Mohamed Ahmen, 39, farmer, Beke, 26.11.95

Sharif Otto, 41, farmer, Hama, 28.11.95

Adem Urare, 45, farmer, Hama, 28.11.95




Buksi Adam Haji, 39, farmer, Bukar, 28.11.95

Misba Jundo, 40, farmer, Balball, 4.12.95

Ahmed Nasir Burale, 35, farmer, Jannet, 5.12.95
Hassen Adam, 43, farmer, Jannet, 5.12.95

Ibrahim Ali Tayir, 39, farmer, Bulo, 5.12.95

Ibrahim Ali, 41, farmer, 12.12.95

Kadi Aliyyi, 36, farmer, Lillo, 13.12.95

Kedir Husen, 40, farmer, Lillo, 13.12.95

Amin Husen, 38, farmer, Lillo, 13.12.95

Amdureman Husen, 42, farmer, Lillo, 13.12.95
Mohamed Husen, 36, farmer, Lillo, 13.12.95

Meliya Husen, 39, farmer, Gurach, 22.12.95

Hasenu Seid Guya, 41, farmer, Kore, 25.12.95
Mahmad Rabi, 47, farmer, Kelewta, 25.12.95

Ahmed Huseno, 33, farmer, Harroji, 25.12.95

Abdella Adem, 48, farmer, Kitewa, 25.12.95

Ahmed Amin, 38, farmer, Kitewa, 25.12.95

Resham Ame Kebira, 40, farmer, Kufensi, 27.12.95
Mohammed Yuya Megen, 39, farmer, Reha, 27.12.95
Umer Mohammed, 40, farmer, Reha, 28.12.95

Abdi Abdella Alisho, 38, farmer, Gebbis, 28.12.95
Mohammed Ibro Alisho, 42, farmer, Beroda, 28.12.95
Sherif Yusuf, 51, farmer, Burka, 2.1.96

Teka Kasim Ibro, 37, fanmer, Gebiba, 8.1.96

Koredin Husen, 42, farmer, Kotisa, 8.1.96

Ahmed Husen, 47, farmer, Homach, 8.1.96

Abduikalil Kabirsayid, 50, Aliso, 14.1.96

Shek M.I.Cire, 57, farmer, Aliso, 14.1.96

Ahimadin Tare, 47, farmer, Aliso 14.1.96

Ibrahim Mohammed Dadis, 40, trader, Marama, 2.2.96
Shukur Mohammed Ahmed, 43, trader, Marama, 2.2.96
Mohammed Abdella Rubo, 44, trader, Marama, 2.2.96
Nasir Abdurazaq, 47, farmer, Marama, 2.2.96

Maliya Abdella, 38, farmer, Mudi, 5.2.96

Abdelia Mohammed Ibrahim, 52, farmer, Gabiba, 5.2.96
Abdella Ismael, 43, farmer, Marama, 7.2.96

Nasir Abdukke, 50, , farmer, Tufte, 7.2.96

Roba Lencha, 51, farmer, Kufansi, 7.2.96

Abdulaziz Mahmed Abdi, 43, farmer, Kufens, 10.2.96 -
Abdella Ismael Ibro, 38, farmer, Korke, 10.2.96
Shukuri Musa Ahmed, 36, farmer, Korke, 10.2.96
Mohammed Amme Ahmed, 46, farmer, Korke, 10.2.96
Abdella Umar, 40, farmer, Kello, 12.2.96

Abdella Ali Abdurahim, 36, Farmer, Dogom, 12.2.96
Asha Ali Sabira, 40, farmer, Wado, 17.2.96

Abdella Mohammed Ibro, 39, farmer, Gebiba, 18.2.96
Abdella Jibro, 49, farmer, Jibro, 19.2.96

Tarkash Kasim, 46, farmer, Ososo, 24.2.96



Keradin Usen, 43, farmer, Ososo, 24.2.96

Tafa Ahmed Abdulahi, 50, farmer, Abadir, 24.2.96
Mohammed Adam Galb, 47, farmer, Kotisa, 3.3.96

Kadir Adam, 30, farmer, Bilika, hanged, 13.3.96

Zara Ali, 34, farmer's wife, Bilika, hanged, 13.3.96

Mame Kasim, 53, farmer, Bilika, bayoneted to death, 13.3.96
Surur Isma'el, 41, farmer, Bilika, bayonated to death, 13.3.96
Abdu Menen Al Jilo, 46, farmer, Wacho, 15.3.96

Adam Haji, 39, farmer, Goido, 15.3.96

Abibo Gelete, 38, , farmer, Goido, 15.3.96

Mohammed Gelmo, 49, farmer, Rimet, 15.3.96

Hasen Haji, 50, farmer, Gurji, 15.3.96

Sheik Donh, 51, farmer, Muri, , 19.3.96

Ademu Hajt Hullo, 50, farmer, Weyido, 27.3.96

Habibo Geleto, 43, farmer, Weyido, 27.3.96

Mohammed Fareha, 42, farmer, Werke, 27.3.96

Sani Yesufe, 53, farmer, Wojadi, 27.3.96, (beaten to death)
Husen Abdo Adem, 35, farmer, Sokel, 27.3.96, (beaten to death)
Abdurahimm Abdu, 42, farmer, Sokel, 27.3.96, (beaten to death)
Abdul Kelif, 42, farmer, Sokel, 27.3.96, (beaten to death)
Mohammed Tayir Ahmed, 51, farmer, Kurkur, 2.4.96

Abdul Haji Taha, 54, farmer, Golo, 3.4.96

Ahmed Kote, 37, farmer, Obdi, 3.4.96

Ali Mohammed, 50, farmer, Hida, 13.4 96

Mohammed Adam Boru, 41, farmer, Hallo, 16.4.96

Jafar Alisho, 55, farmer, Kore, 16.4.96, (beaten to death)
Mafus Nero, 38, farmer, Hojis, 16.4,96

Nasir Yune Yesuf, 38, farmer, Rukesa, 18.4.96

Muktar Mohammed Sani, 45, farmer, Rukesa, 18.4.96
Mohammed Kemal Kabir, 37, farmer, Rukesa, 18.4.96
Tbrahim Kase, 49, farmer, Jarso, 18.4.96

Tamam Mohammed, 48, farmer, Sedeta, 22.4.96

Seid Umer, 35, farmer, Goro, 22 4.96

Abdimohammed Kebira, 51, farmer, Haro, 22.4 .96

Abdella Ibro Bereba, 50, farmer, Haro, 22.4.96

Abdiyuya Hasso, 44, farmer, Haro, 22.4.96

Ibrahim Bedaso Shano, 51, farmer, Dero, 7.7.96, (bayoneted to death)
Siraj Husen Bedaso, 45, farmer, Jarsa, 18.7.96, (taken from house and shot)
Ahmed Debele, 52, farmer, Jarsa, 18.7.96

Hasen Ahmed Debele, 52, farmer, Jarsa, 18.7.96

Yuyo Amin, 32, farmer, Bale, 21.7.96

Mohamed Abdala, 29, trader, Direyi, 25.8.96

Babur Usen, 34, trader. Hinse'a, 25.8.96

Firiso Ahimed, 35, trader, Oda, 28.8.96

Taha Biko, 31, trader, Balti, 28.8.96

Salis Shifa, 41, farmer, Lamach, 5..9.96

Abdurazak Hambala, 35, farmer, Lamcha, 5.9 96

Ali Sheko, 39, faremr, Lamcha, 5.9.96




Mama Abdo, 37, farmer, Dungata, 22.9.96

Abdurazak Umar, 45, farmer, Dungata, 22.9.96

Ali Ahmed Amid, 38, farmer, Gabiba, 1.11.96, (hanged)
Ali Yubdo, 40, farmer, Ardago, 18.11.96

Abdala Tayib, 29, farmer, Ardago, 18.11.96, (hanged)
Adam Tahir, 39, farmer, Gabiba, 29.11.96

UsenTahir, 42, farmer, Gabiba, 29.11.96, (stoned to death)
Abduraman B. Adam, 29, farmer, Orihe, 7.1.97

Shek Abdurahim, 54, farmer, Oda. 7.1.97

Bayan Mohamed, 44, farmer, Oda, 7.1.97

Mahamed Yuyye, 52, farmer, Aliso, 7.1.97

Abdul Malik Habibe, 42, farmer, Barento, 17.2.97
Mahmed Dawe, 45, trader, Barento, 17.2.97

Hasan Mahmed, 42, trader, Barento, 17.2.97

Yakub Abdulla, 42, farmer, Barento, 17.2.97 ¢)]
Other killings, reported from Bale are;

Usen Roba, 39, farmer, Obba, 6.4.96

Jamal Mohamed, 37, farmer, Hidda, 16.4.96

Usman Ahimado, 38, farmer, Korsa, 28.10.96

Muktar Jibril, 41, farmer, Korsa, 28.10.96

Mrs Tayiba Jilo, 68, Fig, 29.3.97 (reported in May/June Press Release - aged 68, bumt to death in her
house)

Tayir K.Usen, 53, farmer, Fiq, 29.3.97

Abdul Ali, 48, farmer, Fig, 29.3.97

Adam Boru, 42, farmer, Fig, 29.3.97 (the last two named were reported in May/June Press Release -

killed by sword ). (7,8)
Three detainees reported in April to have died in prison in Beltu town, Bale, are:
Mohammed Sani Ahmed

Usman Aliyi Jilo and

Siraji Mohammed. 1)

The following people from Bale province were reported killed in March/April 1997. The killings were
reported to URJII newspaper in Addis Ababa by eyewitnesses who had fled the bloodshed. They told
URJII reporters of killings by stoning, stabbing and hanging:

Sheik Dawad Osman Kelif Gouled

Amman Hussein Tulu Mohammed Sud Ibro
Sheik Kalilu Sheik Roba Safi Mohammed

Ahmad Jamal Mohammed Ello Aliyi Mohammed Hussen
Kabir Hussen Abdulahi Kelifo Keleo Sekra
Abdulahi Sheik Ahmed Dawe Sultan Ahmed Tura

Siraj Hussein Bedaso Adam Bour (aged 90)
Adam Aliyi Roba Hussein Sheguti

Abdulahi Dabale Sultan Abdulahi Dabale
Kemal Hussein Adam Abdurahman Abdo Elemo
Abdul Malik Subi Abdul Shukur Mohammed Hargo
Tahir Hussem Ali Roba Sefi Hussem Sidama
Hussein Banda Abdulahi Dima Hussein Adam Biga
Omar Osme Wako Silis Abbas

Dashir Abdulahi Dube Jemal Hachalo



Mohammed Taha Aliyi Jere Mgchammed Awel Abdollo. (8)

Two un-named persons were taken from prison in the Second Police Station in Dire Dawa, E.Hararge, at
10.00pm on 23rd June 1997, shot dead and thrown at the city edge, at Diree Tayara, near to the airport
and military camp. Their bodies lay there until midday, when they were buried by local people. They
were aged between 30 and 40. One was from a small town called Jaja, near Deder. The other was from
the Kombolcha area. (%)

Disappearances

Tahir Tufa Dheko, then aged 13 yrs, from Riva village, Bale, was abducted in the afterncon of January
Oth 1995 by armed and uniformed men and taken to the secret detention centré at Malka Wakana. He
has been untraceable since January 18th 1995, The incident was reported

by his brother. (10)

Ahmed Abdulla Amadi was abducted from his small shop in Hima town,
W. Hararge, on 20™ Janwary 1997 at 21.00 hrs, by TPLF security men. He
was detained in Asseba Tafar prison centre for two weeks, during which
time he was tortured. On 5th February, he disappeared and the TPLF
security stated that he was not there. His whereabouts are unknown. (11)

Abdulrazak Ahmed, a driver from Kebele Higher 20, Woreda 4, Dire
Dawa, E Hararge, was arrested with a guest at his house by government

Ahmed Abdulla Amadi

forces in April 1997. He is in his late thirties and the father of 7. His wife
has been unable to locate him since his abduction. He had previously been detamed for 5§ days in 1995,
"Most Oromo families in Dire Dawa have been affected, at least a brother, sister or uncle. Only Gurage
and Adare families are spared.” %)

Reappearance

Aboubaker Hamza has been relsased nearly one year after his arrest in Dire Dawa on July 2nd 1996. He
was released near the end of June. His whereabouts had been unknown. It is believed that he is still in
fear of persecution and/or assassination by government security men. (20)

Imprisonment, torture etc.

Sultan Adem Allo, 30, from Bale, has been associated with the OLF since 1988, whilst still a teacher.
During the 1991-1992 transitional period, Sultan resigned from his teaching post and became head of the
OLF for Mandayyoo district in Bale. When the OLF were forced out, he retumed to his teaching post
and this is his story.

"On returning to my area, I was arrested by EPRDF armed forces in Dellc Mana on 19th September
1992, where, for 10 days, [ was imprisoned, tortured, interrogated and humiliated at public meetings.
After this ] was taken to the secret detention centre in Agarfa. I remained there for 10 months in isolation
until my release on 3rd July 1993, During miy detention, I was accused of being a member of the OLF
during the Charter period and was exposed to harsh torture, in order to get information from me. I was
usually taken at night near to a river and beaten with sticks, gun butts, metal bars, and lashed with
electric wires. The EPRDF tied my hands and legs behind my back into the number 8 position. On my
release I was warned to work for the OPDO and ne other Oromo organisation, however the government
promised that I could retum to my old job. Whilst waiting for a reply, EPRDF began interrogating me




again about my involvement with the OLF. They arrested me many times. On 17th July 1994, they came
to my home and while I was trying to open the door, they opened fire killing my wife instantly and
injuring me. I was taken to a nearby clinic and my wife was buried. On hearing that | was not killed, the
EPRDF began looking for me, which forced me to go into hiding. I then fled to Kenya in December 1994
and received treatment for my injuries, ' (17)

Mustefa Dheko Tufa, 29, father of 2, from Bale, used to work with the Oromo Relief Association in
Wallega in 1989 and later in Addis Ababa in 1992, He explains "after the OLF were forced out of the
EPRDF led government, I was detained in the concentration camp from July until September 1992,
where I was tortured. I was beaten with gun butts, they tied my arms together with plastic bands and
tortured me with electric wires. All this was done for allegedly treating the wounded OLF. During this
period [ was almost left for dead as most parts of my body were paralysed. This was further exacerbated
when I got infected by gas gangrens. In the meantime, I had to live with partial loss of sight, a deep cut
in my left chest, fractured left femur and the loss of second left toe. Fortunately, the ORA office was
able to give me medical assistance.
However my problems with the security continued when at the university of Addis Ababa between 1995-
1996, unknown security threatened me and accused me of working for the OLF. I decided to leave the
university and took refuge in the Lutheran church. Unfortunately from March Znd-23rd 1997, [ was
detained in the interrogation centre and tortured for allegedly being a ‘hardcore supporter” of the OLF. |
was released but only on the condition that I report to the security office once every two weeks. [hidin a
friend's house and got news that my wife had been arrested. On 27th April,
I went to Nazareth only to find that the search for me had intensified. 1
then contacted some friends who organised my transportation to Moyale
and on 5th June 1997, I crossed to Kenya and reached Nairobi on 8th
June. Now I have been rejected by UNHCR for refugee status despite my
ordeal and long journey to reach safety. I am now insecure and destitute."
(10)

Dheko Tufa Tosa, a 67 yr old pastoralist and farmer from Riva Dinsho
village, Bale, was detained in May and remains in Goba prison. During
Buis gosa previous detentions, including from March 18th to December 31st 1995,
. ' ' . | he has been tortured on numerous occasions, with beating, tying of his

Dheko Tufa Tosa arms tightly behind his back, and death threats against him and his
children. (10)

Firaol Boru, in his twenties, from Kebele Higher 20, Woreda 4, Dire Dawa, E Hararge, was interviewed
in New York on 15th June. He had escaped from Addis Ababa to the USA two weeks previously, after
obtaining a “lottery” visa. He had supported the OLF when they were part of the Transitional
Government but had no involvement since they withdrew in 1992. He described his four day experience
of imprisonment from June 20-24th 1996.

He was arrested while in his car in Laga Haree St, Dire Dawa, by two non-uniformed Tigrean security
men. At gunpoint, he was beaten on the face with a pistol barrel and taken to Kebele Higher 20 Office
for questioning. During questioning he was repeatedly beaten with a rifle by the two men who had
abducted him, one named "Belay". He was given a list of names of suspects, whom the questioners did
not know by sight, and asked to identify them. "A . . . is your friend, tell us about him, where is he?"
they asked.

He was then taken to the Second Police Station in Dire Dawa and handed over to another Tigrean
security man, "Tekele", and put in a 4m by 4m cell with 22 others.

"I was taken for questioning at around midnight for three nights and asked for information about the
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OLF. I was told at gunpoint that I would be taken out and shot if I didn't give the information. Others in
the cell were beaten. One had an open wound on his leg from
beating with a wooden club with nails sticking out of it. Ten of us
had no food delivered and we all shared. My wife came after 24
hrs, when she found where I was, She had been shooed away at
gunpoint from the Kebele Higher 20 Office.

The first night I was in prison, three men were taken away and
didn't return, On the third evening, at about 10,00pm, two
men were taken out and shot. Their bodies were thrown at the
city edge, at Diree Tayara, near the airport and military
camp. They were left there until midday, when local people
took them for burial, T don't know their names - we were too
frightened to speak, it is forbidden. They were aged between 30
and 40. One was from a small town called Jaja, near Deder. The
other was from the Kombolcha area.

My wife paid a bribe of 1,200 Birr and I was released the same
day."

"All prisoners on release have to sign to say they will be the first
targets if there is any anti-government activity in the area, such as Firaol Boru
the shooting of a TPLF soldier." 9)

The following messages were received from Dire Dawa on 28.6.97. Names have been withheld by OSG
to protect identity.

A. "My father was killed by the previous regime and my brother was tortured to death by the
EPRDF. . . The TPLF/EPRDF gunmen surrounded our house at mid-night and forcibly entered. My
mother was repeatedly questioned about my brother's whereabouts. Her hands were tied together behind
her back and she was threatened with death. She has not been charged nor appeared in court. She
remains in detention. .

My message to the International Community is that the Oromo voice is not being heard. They are
forgotten. The outside world is not aware of what is going on... The International Community should
apply pressure on the TPLF/EPRDF, the ruling party of Ethiopia. They should put pressure on this
government because their aid and technical help is used to suppress the Oromo."

B. "My sister, a mother of two was surrounded by armed TPLF/EPRDF security forces at her
residence. She initially refused to open the door until threatened by a hand grenade. Her home was
searched, but they couldn't find anything. She was separated from her children, beaten in front of them
with staves, whilst being repeatedly questioned about her husband's whereabouts. Had he left to join
the OLF? Where is his gun? What time do you expect him home? She was threatened with death, but she
knew nothing, She was taken to Harar detention. Fifteen days after her husband was released from
prison, her mother-in-law was killed. I believe the World Community should find out ways to expose
the magnitude of the suffering of Oromos. Please let the World Community hear us”. (8)

A clandestine human rights group operating from Addis Ababa reported the following numbers of
detainees held n the following towns, in Bale province:

Ganale prison, Goba town - 131 detainees, 25 named in the report

Beltu town - 222 detainees (see above for names of three who died)

Ravuti town - 180 detainees

Burare - 150 detainees
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Dalo Mana Harou - 143 detainees

Goro town - 65 detainees, § named

Dodola town - 195 detanees, 52 named

Adaba town - 113 detainees, 4 named

Agarfa town - 117 detainees, 4 named

Dinsho town - 134 detainees, 17 named

Ginir town - 170 detamees, 13 named

Jara town - 183 detamnees, 10 named

Gasaara town - 150 detainees, 21 named

Robe town - 183 detainees, 21 named

Sinana town - 10 detainees, all named

The report states that there are 4,175 arbitrarily detained persons in Bale province, many of whom have
been detained for 3-4 years "without due process of law". (1)

SOUTHERN OROMIA REGION
Killings

The following were reported killed in Arsi province:
Abduraman Adam, 43, farmer, Lillo, 12.12.93
Kadir Ali, 32, farmer, Lillo, 12.12.95

Amano Usen, 37, farmer, Lillo, 12.12.95

Kadir Usen, 32, farmer, Lillo, 12.12.95
Mohamen Usen, 34, farmer, Lillo, 12,12,95. (7

Imprisonment, harassment etc.

The following is a transiation of a letter from Borana province, written on 21.4.97. The writer was
receiving OSG newsletters and requests that they be sent no longer.

"Many people are suffering now. Let alone Sagalee Haaraa, some people who read URJI/ [a newspaper
written in Amharic and English, which supports the Oromo movement] are between life and death.

In short, until I send a new address, do not send me any messages. | am very frightened. I was branded
an enemy of the people and imprisoned for a few months, then dismissed from work. Therefore we
cannot communicate. Be strong." (13)

WESTERN OROMIA REGION

Killings

Wallega province

Lieut Bulti Gurmessa, is reported to have been killed in Gimbi police station. He was abducted in Addis
Ababa in Merkato in June 1996, and transferred to Gimbi police station '8 months ago'. His body and his
clothes were found in a field. Reported i April. (1)

Diriba Kussa, was killed by EPRDF troops at Finch'aa Sugar Plantation Project on January [5th 1997

He was imprisoned in 1992 during the conflict between EPRDF and the OLF. 1))
Fagadu Of Gaha, 38, farmer, Dabbus, was tortured and died on 9.6.96. (D
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Imprisonment, torture ete.

A human rights group operating clandestinely in Addis Ababa reports the following numbers of detainees
held in towns in W. Oromia Region:

Wallega province

Dembi Dollo - 1,200 detainees, 58 named in the report

Gimbi - 1,000+ detainees, 5 from Dongoro district and one transfer from Dembi Dollo are named
HNlubabor province

Agaro - 15 named detamnees

Jimma ~ 126 named detainees. 1)

Yadessa Berhanu Bulte, a 29 yr old flight engineer, from Billa village, Bodji Dermedji, Gimbi,
Wallega, left his job at Debre Zeit Air Base to be a full time OLF cadre when the OLF became part of
the Transitional Government of Ethiopia in 1991. He was working in Dembi Dollo before returning to
his village in April/May 1992,

"I was back in my home town in charge of the OLF office performing duties pertaining to the upcoming
regional elections. . . . On May 2, 1992, [one month before the elections) a group of TPLF armed men
surrounded my house and asked me to surrender. I did. I was handcuffed and taken to a nearby jail
where other Oromo cadres and officers were also held. The leader of the arresting gunmen told me that. .
.. I am being wanted for my role in the previous government and for instigating public disobedience.
While m detention, which lasted about three months, I endured verbal and physical abuse, including
being badly whipped while being hung upside down, whipped by wires and locally made paddles, given
heavy blows to my face which resulted in a broken nose and being forced to walk on my knees on gravel
and rough surfaces. The latter resulted in bad sores on my knees and legs, some of the scars from which
remain. [He bears scars on his lower back and nose.]. . . . I'was held for 6 days in Billa and then
transferred to Didessa camp until July 22nd. 1 was mistreated most days, my arms were tied tightly
behind my back for 1-6 hours while I was questioned. This happened most nights. I was often beaten
unconscious, so am unsure of the time.

One day five of us inmates were told we were to be released . . . at midnight. . . . We were put on a
military truck blindfolded. We were convinced that we were to be executed. . . . It was raining and the
guard went into the front of the truck. Of the five prisoners in the back, three were too weak because of
torture. One was blinded temporarily. As the truck slowed down to cross a stream, two of us took a
chance and jumped off the truck and ran ioto the woods. We walked all night and took refuge i an
Oromo farmer's house. This was July 22, 1992. After 20 days of walking on foot by night and staying at
farmer's houses during daylight, we crossed into Kenya on August 12, 1992 and escaped death. Because
of me, my family is harassed, my father has been arrested several times. My brother, Mamo Berhanu,
was killed by TPLF soldiers on his way home in July 1992, My father has taken refuge with
relatives in Addis Ababa, . . "

See below for Yadessa's experience in Kenya. (14)

The following statement was given in an interview with Girma Boka, a 32 yr old economics advisor to
the Oromia Investment Office in Addis Ababa, in the USA on a "lottery' visa, 21.6.97.

"My father, Boka Dinsa, in his late 50's, from Kebele 05, Woreda Higher 1, Dembi Dollo, Wallega, is a
prominent coffee trader in Dembi Dollo. He owns a house in the Rufael area of Addis Ababa. My
brother, Dawit Boka, 27 yrs old, is a trading agent for my father and other coffee traders, in Addis
Ababa.
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My father was staying at his house in Addis in late August 1996 when armed uniformed security men,
who had travelled up from Dembi Dollo, knocked at the house and said "We want Boka". My sister
asked why and who they were, but no answers were given. As soon as she opened the door, one of the
security men put a pistol to her mouth and told her to be quiet. Two other men went to either side of
the building. Two or three of Boka's sons shouted for help, but no one came,

The one man entered, saw my father and took him away at gunpoint to a police station in the Kasa Inchis
area, with another man, in the vehicle under guard, who had been taken earlier that day. This man is also
a prominent coffee trader from Kebele 05 in Dembi Dollo, named Haji Abdurahman Mustafa, in his
60s, and staying in the Merkato area of Addis Ababa. ‘

My brother, Dawit, visited the prison two days later to give my father 1,000 Birr to buy food when he
was retumed to Dembi Dollo, The same security man from Dembi Dollo asked him inside to hand over
the money personally. Once inside, they detained him too.

The next day, the three detainees were taken to Dembi Dollo by the four security men in the same
vehicle, carrying a govermment licence plate - Nekemte 4-00158. They were held in Dembi Dollo
military camp for about a month, where they were beaten at night and threatened with execution. Then
they were transferred to Dembi Dollo prison.

The prison is overcrowded. There are about 700 in the prison. They all wear dirty clothes.

Most of the prominent Oromo coffee traders in Dembi Dollo are in prison. Traders of other pationalities,
Amhara, Gurage, Tigrean, Eritrean, walk freely in the area.”

Others known to be held in Dembi Dollo are:

Jamal Abdurahman, son of Haji Abdurahman, (see above), aged 31-2, a trader for his father, in Dembi
Dollo, was detained at the same time as his father,

Mr Tasfa, a teacher from the Gidami area, held for one and a half years,

Mr Kano, manager of the Telecommunications Department in Dembi Doflo, held for about 3 years.
"The majority of Oromo in the Dembi Dollo area feel unsafe. They fear detention at any time. People do
not roam freely in the town. OPDO militia are watching everywhere, especially at night they are on
gvery comer . . . in the bars and restaurants, I was too frightened to stay when 1 visited. I feared being
imprisoned. There was no farewell party when I left to come to the USA.

A Tigrean corporal named Bahiru, the local TPLF army leader, is particularly feared. He likes to
exercise his power by detaining people. Every Oromo in Dembi Dollo fears this person.

The TPLF want to monopolise the coffee market. They want to remove Oromo competition; not only in
Dembi Dollo, but throughout Oromia,” (15)

OGADEN

Since its foundation on 13th June 1995, the Ogaden Human Rights Committee (OHRC) has documented
506 extrajudicial killings, 198 disappearances, 460 rape and child molestations, 4655 cases of unlawful
confiscation of private property and the demolition of 1650 civilian homes. Beyond this, environmental
destruction, lack of access to land and water wells and the planting of land munes, further threaten the
lives of the civilians.

The following selection from the report (16) omits information previously recorded by OSG (see Press
Releases un/Jul 1996, Oct/Nov 1996, Jan/Feb 1997, and Mar/Apr 1997).

Killings

Godey
On 18th July 1997, Khadar Dulguf Mashkooke, 14yr old schoolboy was abducted by EPRDF forces.
On 20th July, his tortured body was found outside Godey military barracks.
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Others from April-July 1997 include:
Abdi Aw Omar - student
Abdi-dhoof Hassan - civilian

Abdi Dubad Budul - trader

Abdi Farah Nur - civilian

Abdi Mohamed Hirst - businessman
Abdi Adan Basaas - student

Ali Farah Mahad - student

Ina Farah Mahad - civilian

Al Hka-jitr - student

Badal Bihi Muhumed - student
Baarah Ma'alin Hareed - ¢lan elder
Ibrahim Mohamoud Rage - civilian
Mohamoud S. Muhumed - schoolboy
Mukhtar Sh. Mohamed - civilian
Shafi'i Ali - ONLF member,

Wardeer

On January 1997 the following were executed by EPRDF forces:

Abdullahi Ganey-civilian

His Mohamed Omar-businessman

Roble Shafi'i-civilian

Ali Muhumed Hassan-civilian

Haji Mohamed Abdi-civilian

Dhuubane Ali-civilian

Fajaas Ali-civilian

Ilka-ase Ali-civilian

Ina Mohamed Hagsan-civilian

Mohamed Qani Abdi-Dheere-civilian.

Qabridaharre

Faduma Ali Ahmed, a nurging mother,

Sahra Abdi Omar and

Asli Ali Farah were abducted at gun point in January 1997 by EPRDF forces. After three days their
bodies were found in a nearby bush. They had been strangled and sexually assaulted. Their eyes were
gouged out and their breasts were cut off.

Ugas Muhumed M. Faatule, clan elder, his nephew, Ibrahim Deeh Faatule and nine other civilians
were detained in March 1997 in Shaygoosh and transferred to military barracks in Qabridaharre. Their
dismembered bodies were displayed in the town and burial rights were refused for two days. Other
victims include Abdulahi Ahmed Haybe~civilian and Abdi-yare Ahmed Badal-ONLF member.
Dhuhun & Dhanan

Kiin Ali Abdi

Halimo Yusuf Nur

Qodane Abdi Kahin and

Farah Ali Abdi, all nomads, were rounded up whilst tending their camels, transferred to military
barracks and subsequently tortured to death. The relatives were informed that they had died in their -
sleep, despite their bodies having torture marks. In December 1996, the EPRDF forces killed 18 civilians
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in Dhanan. The victims were found shot, hacked and burned to death., Amongst them were seven
children, six women and five men. Hussein Omar and his brother Arba Omar were arrested, their
properties confiscated and then tortured to death.

Disappearances

Jibril Abdi Fatule, a clan elder and his two daughters were taken in April 1997 from Shaygoosh and then
transferred to Qabridaharre military barracks and have not been seen since.
Bashir Abdi Aden, civilian, 35, father of 3. Taken from his home by security forces on suspicion of
bemg a member of the ONLF.
Ahmed Mohamed Arab, 42, businessman, father of 5. Detained in Daghabour in 1995,
Nasir Gurey Ali, 35, policeman was detained on 24th June 1997 in Dhagahbour along with his father
and six other family members. They were held incommunicado and subjected to extensive torture, Nasir
disappeared whilst in custody.

- Mohamed Ganey, (Kaball-Qabad), 39, businessman, was abducted on 1st July 1996 by government
forces. ] :
The following who disappeared in 1994, are being held incommunicado in a secret detention centre in
Harat: :
Haji Ahmed-Nur Sh. Mumin, Imam of Dagahbour mosque, detained April 1994
Abdullahi Abdi Taflow, ONLF Central Commifte member, detained May 1994
Deeq Yusuf Kaariye, a journalist, detained July 1994,

Imprisonment

In mid-1996 more than 2000 Ogadenis were i detention without charge or trial. The majority were
suspected supporters of the Ogadeni National Liberation Front. The detainees mcluded scholars,
nomads, students, clan elders, politictans and businessmen.

Following a peaceful demonstration held in May 1997 in Qabridaharre, in protest against a pro-
government rally, many people were arrested and detained when force was used to break it up. Many
were subsequently released.

Presently held in Maikelawi-Addis Ababa:

Abdi-Aziz Ahmed Dahir - businessman, Mohamed Moalin Farah - businessman (previously reported in
Aug/Sep 1996 Press Release as disappearance after arrest on 31st July 1996). Abdirahman Mohamed
Hassan-civil servant. Abdirahman Isse- businessman. Hussein Mohamed-civil servant, Omar Yoosle -
businessman.

Presently held in Jijiga:

Mohamed Ali Abdi, (Caaqil Yare) clan elder. Abdullahi Galool Elmi, clan elder, Dhagahbour region.
Makhital Abdui Dhiid, civil servant, Mohamed Sheik Yusuf Haybe, 28, father of one, civil servant was
arrested in Dire Dawa in June 1997 and is now being held incommunicado without charge or trial. No
reason has been given for his detention.

Presently held in Dhagahbour

The following were arrested in April 1997 and are being held incommunicado without charge or trial:
Bashir Sheik Abdi, ex-govenor of Hararge province, an elder. Yusuf Muhumed Moalin, ex-govenor of
Dhagahbour region. Mohamed Abdirahman, ex-govenor of Wardeer region. On 24th June the following
were detained; Abdi M. Abdi-civilian, Abdirahman A. Bihi - civilian, Abdullahi A. Khalif - civilian,
Abdullahi A Fidhin - civilian, Muhumed A Fidhin - civilian, Rashid A. Fidhin - civilian, Abdullahi
Guudcadde - civilian, Abdullahi A. Qorane - businessman, Adan Y. Bayle - civilian, Mohamed Y. Bayle
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- civilian, Mrs. Amina-foos Ahmed - housewife, Ardo Ahmed Sh.Khalif - civilian, Mrs. Asha Y. Ali-
Housewife, Ayal Geel-jire - civilian, Burale M. Askar - clan elder, Mrs, Farhiya A-qgas - housewife,
Mrs. Fawsiya Omar - housewife, Gurey A. Bihi - civilian, Mrs. Hinda A. Adhays - housewife, Hinda
Ahmed - civilian, Hudle O. Ismail - ctvilian, Ina O. Ismail - civilian, Ina Qoolaab - livestock trader,
Khadra Abdinur - civilian, Khalil O. Abdullahi - civilian, Mohamed Adani - civilian, Mohamed Burale -
civilian, Mohamed A. Adan - clan elder, Nima'an Ali - civilian, Qamar Y. Ali - civilian, Salin Sh.
Mohamed - civilian, Siyad Anshur - clan elder from Gunagado, Sulekh Olad - civilian, Ubah Faysal -
civilian, Zamzam B. Matan - civilian, Mrs. Zamzam Mohamed - housewife,

Torture

To-date the OHRC have reported the following numbers of people to be disabled by torture:

Godey - 503, Qabridaharre - 456 and Dhagahbour - 425,

Yusuf Hersi Ollow was arrested in Djibouti in September 1996 and forced to return to Ethiopia. Every
night he was taken from his cell at gun-point, blind folded and tied up for interrogation under torture. He
was indiscriminately beaten with heavy sticks, electric wires, gun butts and was threatened to be shot.
He now suffers from anal bleeding for which he is denied medical treatment.

Abdi-his Abmed Dahir, businessman, was detained on 12th November 1996 in Dire Dawa and then
transferred to a prison in Addis Ababa. He was tied upside down and beaten indiscriminately. He is now
in a critical condition and is being denied medical treatment.

Mrs Farhiya Ahmed, housewife, 8 months pregnant, was detained for inviting ONLF members to her”
house. She was tortured until she aborted.

Abdullahi Ahmed Qorane, R
Mrs Nasra Sirad Dolal was taken on January 1997 and detained incommunicado in Qabridaharre for
three months. In April 1997, Nasra was released on bail, but remains restricted to Qabridaharre.

Personal Testimonies

"Dhibane", 55, religious scholar and father of 7. "On July 1996, there was mass arrest of Somalis
following the assassination attempt on the EPRDF Minister of Transport. [ was returning home from the
mosque, when four EPRDF soldiers stopped their car, inquired about my religion and began insulting
me. I was then handouffed, blindfolded, forced into the car and taken to the military barracks".

"I was tied upside-down and beaten until I lost consciousness. I was burned with cigarettes and forced to
drink urine and dirty salty water. I was deprived of sleep and food for 5 days and held incommunicado
for 3 months. I was regularly threatened with gun to my head to force me to confess that I was a member
of a terrorist group. Eventually I was released on bail in April 1997 without being charged or tried."

"Dulman" 46, housewife, mother of 6.

"On a Sunday night, Tigrinyan speaking soldiers came to our village when we were asleep. They woke
us up and forced us to get out of bed at gunpoint. The sick and the elderly were dragged to the centre of
the village where we were not allowed to speak to each other in Somali. At daybreak, they searched each
house and looted all our belongings. Four men resisted and were immediately executed, When they left,
they took 16 men, including my husband, our 15 year old son and the teacher of the village. A number of
women were raped including myself and my sister. After two weeks, 12 decomposed bodies were
discovered m a bush far from the village. Some of the corpses were cut into pieces, whilst others were
bumt beyond recognition. Since that night, I have not slept and I am suffering from nightmares and my
children are traumatised. As a result, 3 women have gone mad because they have lost their husbands and
property like me." (16)
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KENYA

Yadessa Berhanu Bulte's escape from imprisonment and possible execution in Wallega province is
recorded above (West Oromia Region, Imprisonment and torture etc.). His statement continues,
describing his ordeal in Nairobi. He again became politically active for the OLF, working on their
publications, fundraising, lobbying, demonstrating and teaching Oromo literacy. He worked for a local
aircraft firm.

"On March 18, 1995, Kenyan security officers came to my residence and arrested me and two other
people. One was Mr Wario, who had been tortured by the TPLF and was paralysed as a result. He was
taken to jail on a stretcher. I was released with a strong warning. . . . In February 1996, three police
officers forced their way into my apartment around midnight, They searched my room and took some
valuables including my Canon camera. They demanded money and got about 5000 Kenyan shillings or
about $100. Again on April 1, 1996, four Kenyan security officers came to my residence and arrested
me. I was taken to the local immigration office. There they asked me if I could co-operate in telling the
addresses of certain Oromos in Nairobi in exchange for my freedom . . . I. .. declined . . . I posted a bail
for 15,000 Kenyan shillings and was released.” '
"On April 15, 1996, I received a written order to report to the Kenyan Department of Immigration with
my UN travel document. Such an order usually results in withdrawal of documents . . . it means gettmg
a notice to leave the country voluntarily. . . In addition, I was threatened by an employee of the
Ethiopian Embassy, a Mr Fisseha. He expressed these threats when we occasionally saw each other m
public places such as an Ethiopian restaurant and he actually called me several times at home to say my
life was at risk, He also wamed that my documents would be withdrawn and that I should leave the
country. These threats against me personally increased to the point where I changed my residence and
sometimes did not go to work for fear that I would be attacked on the street." He was fired because of
poor attendance.

"Between leaving my job in Nov. 1996 and leaving Kenya in March 1997, my situation there became
unbearable. I received additional phone calls from Mr Fisseha of the Ethiopian Embassy, who had
somehow learned the number of my new residence. During the New Year's celebrations, I also ran into
him at an Ethiopian restaurant [The Motherland Ethiopian Restaurant, Ngong Rd] and he approached
me to say that he had the power to do whatever he wanted with me. In addition, my friends who
remained in the first apartment reported that I had received another letter from the Kenyan Immigration
asking me to leave the country, It was with understandable relief that I was able to leave Kenya and
travel tothe US, .. . " (14)

The following is copied from the testimony of Sultan Adem Allo (see Eastern Oromia Region,
Imprisonment, torture etc., above)

"On hearing that I was not killed, the EPRDF began looking for me, which forced me to go into hiding. I
then fled to Kenya in December 1994 and received treatment for my injuries.

1 was recetving treatment when the OLF were being harassed i Kenya, which forced me to go to
Kakuma camp. There I continued with my treatment, but because of my obvious injury and the visit by
Ethiopian Embassy officers to the camp m March 1997, T left the camp. Because I am living without
protection or refugee status, I fear being deported or abducted back to Ethiopia by infiltrating agents.
The border area of Kenya is wide open for EPRDF mercenary forces. I am not in a secure position and
fear for my life". amn
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DJIBOUTI

Mrs Hiwot Terefe Geleta, a 29 yr old from Kelem-Kake, Wallega
province, who worked with the OLF as a pharmacist before they
withdrew from the Transitional Government in 1992, She was taken
from Wallo district, Borana province, and was detained from 1995 to
February 1997, when she was released following her family paying a
bribe. She now faces harassment by Ethiopian embassy employees in
Djibouti, although she is a registered asylum seeker with UNHCR there.

She is "targeted by the Ethiopian embassy in Djibouti town for alleged
spying for the OLF, The EPRDF agents are actively seeking

information; background of Oromo, especially whether they have been
OLF members or prominent . . . in the Oromo community. . . . :
She 1s warned two times by EPRDF agents by coming [to] her house. . . Hiwot Terefe Geleta

She is trying to hide herself . . . Her life is in very critical condition,"
(19)

The following statements were recorded by a team of investigators in Djibouti in July/August 1996. The

full report of their investigation has recently been translated into English (see Source 18.) Some of their

findings were reported in the August/September 1996 Press Release. The following statements have not

been published by OSG previously.

Ali Mohammed Woday, 25 yr old shopkeeper and father from Kombolcha in Hararge, has been a
refugee it Djibouti since April 1995. " I was arrested in 1993, put in prison and accused of supporting
the OLF. They crammed me into a small cell with 21 other prisoners. The cells in the army camp were
completely overcrowded. We were all fortured and interrogated by TPLF and OPDO, leaving us with
ugly painful wounds. At night we lay on top of each other bleeding and groaning. To try to force a
confession, several times they tied my arms and legs fightly ftogether behind my back so that I lay
helpless, then they beat me.” He endured this for three months until his family bought his release for

5000 birr. He went into hiding for a year and escaped to Djibouti on hearing the fate of many of his
friends.

Abdurahman, a 55 yr old from Dire Dawa. He has been a refuges since 1993, "They shot my 25yr old
son just like that in broad daylight. Three men in uniform came to our house and asked for my son
Fami, but he slipped away and mingled with a wedding party. The men soon followed and as Fami
tried to jump up and run, they shot him." After the death he had to leave and go into hiding.

- Immediately, the TPLF confiscated his lorry and belongings. Together with his two sons, he escaped to
Djibouti and is largely dependent on the Oromo community. His family are now tom apart between
Ethiopia, Kenya and Djibouti.

Abdulrahman Kadir, a 32 yr old shopkeeper from Agarfa in Bale. He has been a refugee since 1995,
"They looted my shop and took my fifteen year old brother hostage. In January 1995, the OLF
attacked the Agarfa Agricultural Training Centre and confiscated materials. The OPDQ from the
district new that one of my brothers had been active in the OLF for years. I was informed afier the
raid on my shop and the abduction of my brother that I should flee, because a death sentence had been
passed on me. With the help of friends, I came fo this place, but I have no news of my brother except
that he is in prison in Sidamo".

Ms Hawa Mikael, 23 yr from Hurso. Her father, a farmer, was accused by the TPLF of being an OLF
supporter. "One night the TPLF soldiers came fo the house and threw a hand grenade inio the house.
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My two brothers were killed and my father badly injured. Iwas hit in the face by shrapnel. Despite his
injuries, my father was dragged to prison. I have heard nothing of him since”. She was taken by her
uncle and hidden. After the wound healed slightly, she fled to Djibouti, as the TPLF were searching for
her. She still has shrapnel in her eye.

Abdullah Al, 42 yr old driver from Haremayo. Refugee since 1995, "I was arrested in January 1995
and kept in Deder prison for 15 days. Every night I was interrogated and brutally beaten. After some
negotiations and bribes I was released on paying 3000 birv. In February I'was again stopped in my
lorry and bundled into a security car. Knowing my fate, I Jumped from the car, but was shot by the
TPLF in the thigh". He spent five months in hospital in Dire Dawa and was eventually smuggled out by
friends. He stayed with friends for a month and then made his way to Djibouti, Unfortunately, he was
recently attacked by hooligans who hold anti-Oromo feelings. He says " The mood towards us
refugees here is very hostile. If you speak Oromifaa, they spit and yell at you to get lost".
Umar Fatanssa 60 yr old farmer from Dawe. Refugee since 1996. In 1994 he was held in Jijiga prison
for a whole year. Then he bribed his way to freedom, as relatives paid 3,000 birr for his release. Soon
after, fighting began between the EPRDF and the OLF near Dawe. The EPRDF came to his village,
killing people whom they had suspected of instigating the fighting and then they surrounded Umar's
house. He fortunately was able to hide in the bush, where he remained for four months until the fightmg
subsided. He eventually made his way to Djibouti arriving in January 1996. "I am now homeless and
live on the streets. Five of my children are in hiding whilst twelve have fled to Borama in Somalia".
(18)
UNHCR in Djibouti
Tn the May/June Press Release, it was reported that "many are fearful of approaching the UNHCR office
because of the presence of EPRDF agents there".
The inference that EPRDF agents were working from the office is strongly denied by UNHCR, who
assure OSG that although there are EPRDF agents within the refugee community in Djibouti, any
evidence of their operating from the UNHCR office would result in "swift and decisive" action.
0SG apologises for this error.

STOP PRESS - Disappearance and Arbitrary Detention in Nairobi

The following information was obtained from Nairobi just prior to OSG going to press.

After a recent round up of Oromo exiles in Nairobi, most were released "without any papers" between
21st and 25th July. There was further delay before the following were released, giving rise to concerns
about their safety:

Bekeri Ismael

Dida Wariyo

Mossisa H. Tarfassa

Wandayo Tamane

Dereje Abdissa

Engdawork Yifu

Shomi Hirpo

Barisso Dhekema

Tayiba Ismael

Momina Ismael and

Zenzem Menza

Detainees were visited by officials from the Ethiopian embassy in Nairobi. Their documents showing
legal status in Kenya have been confiscated by the Kenyan police. They therefore remain at risk of
detention as illsgal immigrants. A recent agreement between the governments of Kenya and Ethiopia en
exchange of refugees may result in refoulement, forcible repatriation.
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