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Human Rights Abuses in Ethiopia

PRESS RELEASE - September/October 1997

"It has become normal for a new face found in most Oromo areas to go to jail. Even four of the
main roads leading in and out of the capital city are under close security search. Every man/women
is searched by hand and all vehicles and luggage are also searched. In rural areas the army is in
full control and the policy are in many cases not functional.”

Member of Clandestine Human Rights Group A, Addis Ababa, May 1997.

The Oromia Support Group is a non-political organisation which campaigns for the international
recognition of the extent of human rights abuses and lack of freedom in Ethiopia. OSG calls upon
western governments, businesses and institutions to withdraw support from the Ethiopian
government until it abides by its constitution which guarantees human rights and self-determination
Jor all peoples of Ethiopia.

OSG has now reported 2,304 extra-judicial killings and 570 disappearances of civilians suspected of
supporting groups opposing the government. Most of these have been Oromo people. Scores of
thousands of civilians have been imprisoned. Torture and rape of prisoners is commonplace,
especially in secret detention centres, whose existence is denied by the government.

Sources of information

. Clandestine Human Rights Group A. Report, Addis Ababa, July 1997

. Clandestine Human Rights Group A. Report, Addis Ababa, May 1997

. Clandestine Human Rights Group A. Report, Addis Ababa, August 1997

. Amnesty Action Magazine, p.6-7, Amnesty International, USA, Spring 1897 and interview with
brother of victim, living in Minnesota, USA, 11.8.997

. Interview with victim's daughter, Atlanta, Georgia, USA, 18.8.97.

. As 14,, Son of victim interviewed in Minnesota, 11.8.97

. Eye witness account given by visitor to Dire Dawa, E.Hararge, to OSG in Minneapaolis, Minnesota,
USA, 10.8.97.

8. Interview with victims and husband of victim, by OSG Correspondent in Djibouti, 8.3.97

9. Brother of victim (and friend of another victim), interviewed in Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA, 9.8.97.

10. Interview with relative of victim, Belgium, 20.9.97

11. Letter from brother of victim living in exile in Djibouti,13.9.97

12. Ethiopian Register, Vol. 4, no. 8 p.14-20, Avon, Minnesota, USA, August 1997

13. Ethiopian Register, Vol.4, no. 9, p.10-14, Avon, Minnesota, USA, September 1997

14. Interview with victim, an asylum seeker, Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA, 11.8.97.

15. Letter from brother of victims, in exile in Switzerland, 20.8.97.

16. Letter from victim living in exile in Djibouti, 4.9.97
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Killing and Torture - Eye-witness Account

“G.F." ran a grocety store in Addis Ababa since leaving school after achieving 12th Grade in 1990. He became
2 member of the Oromo Liberation Front in 1992, when they were part of the Transitional Government of
Ethiopia and a legal political party. On June 28th 1993, a year after the OLF withdrew from the government
and were attacked and made illegal, he and his brother, also an OLF member, were abducted by government
soldiers in a jeep and taken to Sendafar Military Camp. His brother, whom he has not named, was taken and
shot dead on the sixth day of detention. He was beaten on the face with a pistol barrel and sustained scars and a
broken nose.

He was released over four months later, on November 1st, after signing that "I would come back if they needed
me", He had not appeared in coutt.

On May 7th 1995 he acted as an observer with an internationally sponsored non-government group, "Adinet
E95'. His report contained remarks critical of the handling of the elections and he had been strictly enforcing
the exclusion of government soldiers from the Kebele polling station which he was observing. On the evening
following the elections, he was taken by government soldiers to a nearby prison and beaten. He was relcased,
injured, the next day but he was pursued constantly following this. He was again imprisoned, but escaped from
prison and fled the country on April 12th 1996. He is cutrently seeking asylum in Germany.

Fax message from victim, in exile in Germany, 6.1 0.97.
ADDIS ABABA AND CENTRAL OROMIA REGION
Killings

Negusse Kebede, was killed by government forces on December 23rd, 1996 in Sarris Village, Addis Ababa.
(1)

Chala Begele was found shot dead in March 1997 at Haro in Ginderebet Woreda, in Western Showa, It is

believed that the killing was politically motivated. Begele Gamada, his father, has been under arbitrary arrest

for more than a year without charge or trial in Ambo detention centre. (2)

Lt. Abera Legessa was found shot dead on the 27th May 1997, in a suburb of Ambo town, $.Showa. Having
carried his body to the family for burial, local people were harassed and arrested by the government authorities.

3
The following were killed in mid-March 1997 from different areas of Northern Showa: Shifara Guddisa, Fagadun
Ararsa, Fayye Garasu, Qannu Nigatu, Itn Agasa, Mangistu Tola, Dhufera Deti-Grar. 2)

Haile Kebede, Killed on June 8, 1997. He was a prominent Lawyer working as a legal councellor to the former
Mengistu regime officials who are currently on trial.

Geleta Amantee Mosisa, Killed on April 10th 1997, by EPRDF army in district 13, village 16. His father was
dismissed from his job and his was robbed of 20,000 birr.

Mamush Tekalinge, Killed by Police on May 24, 1997 in District 5.
Zeraiy Mewale, Killed on June 8, 1997 by a bomb thrown at their group. Another 5 were wounded and
arrested by police. Those wounded were arrested at District 13 village, of the wounded were: Daraje

Wegaychu, Mesfin Mehiretu, Paulos Solomon, Ermiyas Wegayehu, Mulugeta Assafa, The BBC reported it

as a gang fight, (1)

Disappearances

Joseph Bati, a teacher from Bale, was abducted by the EPRDF security forces on 27th November 1992, He has
not been seen since, He was imprisoned from 1978 until 1988 in Menelik Palace, Maikelawi and Karchalee
prisons in Addis Ababa, as a prisoner of conscience. After his release, he fled to Kenya where he remained as a
refugee until his return to Ethiopia on 2nd March 1991, He became involved with the OLF and was active
within the organisation until its withdrawal from the Transitional Government in June 1992. On the 15th
September 1992, Joseph was arrested in Shashamane and held for 6 weeks in a secret detention centre in Addis
Ababa and then released. On 27th November 1992, he was abducted and put in a car by two security officers



whilst walking with a friend on the street in the Tekele Haimonat area in Addis Ababa. Today he remains
disappeared. C))

Beqele Abebe, a resident of Ambo town disappeared after coming
to Addis Ababa to collect some medicine in December 1996, (1)

Zawudu Achamyeleh and Mr Figadu were abducted from a
restaurant near Habte Giyorgis Bridge area, Addis Ababa. Reported
August 1997,

Lt. Jabessa Fixe disappeared on April 8th 1997, after being
detained by government security men in the Markato arca of Addis
Ababa, six days earlier, 3)

Asafa Katama, Kinfu Tolcha and Xibabu Balami, disappeared
from various districts in Northern Showa in March 1997 )

Rata Wayeesa, brother of Tana Wayeessa who was killed with the
famous singer, Ebbisa Addunya, was kidnapped along with 3 other
people on April 27, 1997 in Addis Ababa. One man who was non-
Oromo was allowed to go free after being interviewed.

Mohamed was taken by the security people from a bar near Fasil
Pharmacy, in Markato District 7, Addis Ababa. His wherecabouts are
unknown,

Dajane Ayele, Mr Wakene and Mr Beyene disappeared in
February 1997 after being detained at the TaTek Military Camp,
20km West of Addis Ababa. (D Joseph Bati (Sec above)

Fayera Abdisa, disappeared from the Ministry of Agriculture,
Addis Ababa, in April 1997

Tesfa Birhanu, a business consultant, disappeared in Addis Ababa, April 1997

Mentu Lenchu, Woreda 10, Kebele 03, Addis Ababa, was abducted on his way home from work in April 1997,
by state security men and taken to an unknown location. He was previously detained in Didessa camp in 1992.

@)
Imprisonment, torture ete

Shume Dadi Yai, 22, had his two hands tied together for many days. He was accused of being the OLEF Lume
area ring leader,a place in Eastern Showa near Mojo Town. He stayed in detention until June 1996.

Toleera Tesema, former editor of the Mada Wallabu news magazine and paper, has been jailed for a year.

Mrs Abaru Asafa and Mrs Bushe Gammachu, on February 24th and March 26th 1997, both went o visit
their imprisoned husbands in Yaya Gullale Woreda. They were harassed and sexually abused by Kafale Dame, a
policeman on guard at the detention centre. After their ordeal, they were warned not to make contact with their
husbands. {1

Chaluma Gonfa has been in Ambo detention centre since 1994

Begele Gamada is being held in Ambo detention centre.

Daraje Darssa and Qumbii Qajeela, from Yaya Gulle Woreda, Sole Gibee village have been held in Finche,
Salale since the beginning of March 1997,

Getacho Jufur, resident of Ada Liban, Showa, was severely beaten in March 1997, His arm and two teeth were
broken as a result of torture, after which he was forced to coniribute financially to the Oromo Development
Association, a government owned NGO. He was robbed of 503 Birr.

Dandana Gurmu was detained in the Central Investigation Prison (3rd Police Station) in June 1997. Despite a
court order ruling his release, the authoritics continue io detain him illegally. 2)

'The following prisoners, after 5 years of being detained in Wayyu Danbbal, Zeway, were suddenly transfered to
Butajira, Southern People's Region. No official response has been given for the transfer of : Bati Watiye, Eba




Gobana, Amino Tufe Harru, Dabbo Mansuro Birmaji, Abuni Birmaji, Abbu Gessa Jaldo Gulufa, Dadu Bariso,
Jitna Turi, Dhibo Baldda.

The following are reported as being detained for two years in Finche, Northern Showa:

Nannessa Alemo, Balacho Kebede, Adana Gize, Tolessa Kebede, Asafa Balami, (3)

The trial of Oromo detainees being held in Zeway prison in the Rift Valley has been interrupted for unknown
reasons. It is reported that as many as 400 are being held and that death from infectious discases is rife in the
prison.

Birihanu Bashada, Malimo Maddi, Gurmessa Abdi are three out of 400 Intoto farmers, North of Addis Ababa,
who were detained and tortured because they refused to leave their farm land which was wanted by the state.
All their property and animals were confiscated along with their land. 1

AtoTaye, about 60 yrs old, is reported by his daughter to remain in detention without warrant or court
appearance since his detention in early July 1992. He had been imprisoned by the previous regime for suspected
OLF activity from 1983 to May 1991. Following his release he began working as a government engineer in road
construction in Jimma, llubabor. He returned to his home in Woreda 3, Kebele 53, Addis Ababa, in June to
help the OLF campaign in the run up to the Regional and Local Elections. Shortly after the OLF withdrew from
the elections, he was taken from his home by government soldiers and his whereabouts were unknown for one
month, when his family discovered that he was being held in Karchalee prison in Addis Ababa. He had been
detained and tortured in Maikelawi Special Investigation Centre before transfer to Karchalee and was 11}
following torture. He has been held illegally for over five years in Karchalee prison, )

Hailu Terfassa, a preacher for the Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus in his sixties, was originally from Ale
Kobera, Boji Coqorsa woreda, Gimbi, Wallega, and has lived in Addis Ababa for over 20 years. He was
imprisoned by the Dergue from 1982-85. He and his family have been subject to intimidation and harassment by
the Dergue and the present government of Ethiopia since that time.

He was abducted from a street in the capital on Myazia 11th April 1996 and taken by government security men
in a car to an unknown destination. His whereabouts were unknown for 1-2 weeks until it was learned that he
was being held at a local police station. He remained in illegal detention for about 6 months before being
released. Information supplied by son, Mosissa Hailu. (6)

EASTERN OROMIA REGION
Killings

In March, April and May of 1997 in Oromia, Bale Region, Belto, Sawenna and Kurkuru disiricts, 37 civilians
were killed in different villages by the EPRDF,

Belto District, Bare Village

Silsi Abesi, Hussen Benda Abdulahi, Umar Usmo Wago, Beshir Abdulahi Dubba, Jamal Hachalo
Mahamed Taha Aliyi, Muhamed Awal Abdulahi,

Belto District, Elelo Village

Sultan Ahmed Tura, Siraj Hussen Badhaso,

Belto District, Nadi Village

Abba Jewadin Usman, Kalif Guled, Aman Hussen Tasu, Mohamed Sudi Ibro, Kelilu Sikira, Kililu
Abdula, Abdulahi Ahmed Davwe,

Gazra Jalo Village

Adam Aliy Roba, Abdulahi Dabalii, Sulten Abdulahi Dabdii

Hida Hundee Village

Sefii Mohamed, Ahmad Jamal Mohamed

Kurkuru District.

Aliyi Mohamed Hassen, Kemal Huussen Adam

Abdul Malki Subi, Arjo Village

Hussen Roba, Halo Baba Village

Adem Jibril Boru, Derba Village

Abdurahiman Abdo, Flemo Borite Village



Kebir Hussen Shugate, Kurkuru Korba Village

Adam Boru Dadhi, Elder of 90 years, Fiki Village.

Abdul Shulkuri Mohamed, Sawenna District Adale Village

Mohamed Hussen Elemo, Sawanna District, Biliso Hamara Village

Mohamed Sheki Adam, Sawanna district Digalu Kafayu Village

Hussen Adam Bika, Belto district Batre Village

Sefii Hussen Sidama, Kurkur: Borite Village

Ahimed Hussen Aliyi, Sawanna District, Digalu Village

Alyi Bora Shaniu, Sawanna District, Wangaye Village

Kamal Hussen Adam was tied to a tree and "melting plastic material was dropped on his skull until he died."
His dead body was not aflowed to be buried for many days in Belto, Laga Hida Village. (1)

Ahmed Aliyi Said, an 18 yr old school student, was seen being chased by five TPLF soldiers in Dire Dawa,
E.Hararge, on April 12th 1997, He hid in an outside kitchen until he thought his pursuers has passed. However,
as soon as he left his hiding place he was shot and died instantly from head wounds. Three days later, after the
burial, the "Head of Security in Dire Dawa came to his family and apologised for killing him by mistake. They
often say this." 7

A mass grave, containing the skeletal remains of up to 100 bodies, in an advanced state of decomposition, was
discovered by herders on April 24th 1997, An isolated outbuilding about 5 km from Dire Dawa, on the road to
Melka Jabdu, 2 km before the 7th Brigade military camp, held the remains. In order to gain protection by
numbers, the Tmam was accompanied by a large crowd when he was asked to deal with the remains. Video
recordings were made of the piles of bones. The Imam and many of those in the crowd have subsequently been
detained, )

Qajelcha Roba Waday, 33, a farmer and father of two from Balawa village, approximately 30 km west of
Harar, E.Hararge, and Gurmessa Mume Limu, about 27 yrs old, a farmer from the vicinity of Haromaya,
E.Hararge, were kifled because of suspected support of the OLF. Their bodies were found in the street in Dire
Dawa, near to the High School, by a military camp, at midday on May 22nd. Video recordings were made of the
bodies after they had been taken to a local mosque. Their necks had been slashed with knives (front and back)
and they had been shot. 7

Mohammed Sheek Ahmad, On 28 September 1996, was shot and killed by EPRDF security forces. They had
surrounded his house in Kombolcha Village, E Hararge, at 2.00 a.m and broken down the door. (8)

Disappearances

Mohammed Abdurahman (known as "Jari"), about 35 yrs old, owner of a bakery and transportation business
in Kombolcha town, near Harar, E Hararge, was married last year. He was abducted at night from his house,
behind the telecommunications centre in Kebele 01, in March 1997. His friend, Duri Mohammed, reported that
he is "nowhere to be found". 9)

Gedefa Forii, a teacher from Haromaya school in Eastern Hararge, had been detained in Dire Dawa in the 12th
EPRDF camp, which has an underground prison. He has since disappeared. Reported Augusi 1997.(1)

Ismael Ali has been missing 21 months. He had been secking refuge in various neighbouring counities for two
vears, before returning to visit relatives, Soon after his arrival in Ethiopia he disappearcd and was last seen in
Hararge, in January 1996, (2)

Gadafa Sori, a teacher from Haromaya Secondary School was abducted by state security men on 2 1st February
1997. There are some unconfirmed reports to suggest that he may be being held in a military camp (12 division
ground force) He is held without charge or trial and is ramoured to be in the 12th military Camp in Haromaya.
Figadu Badhasa, an employee of the Rural Road Construction Authority went missing in Hirna, Western
Hararge. He is believed to have been abducted by state security on 8th May 1997. (3)




Imprisonment, torture etc

Ahdela Ahmed Tesso, also known as Abdela Mazegaja. He was a government employee of Dire Dawa
municipality for 30years, He was arresied on his way home from work on 2nd February 1996. During his
detention he was tortured and an urgent action for his release was issued by Amnesty International. He was
eventually released on June 26th 1997, only to be re-arrested on July 3rd 1997, For four days his family did not
know his whereabouts, but eventually he was found in a prison in Gara Muleta, He remains detained. (£0)

Mohammed Hassan Muhmed, a 49 yr old farmer from Sharoo village, Kombolcha subdistrict, E. Hararge, was
a political cadre for the OLF when they were part of the Transitional Government. Just after they joined the
government and almost one year before they withdrew, in July 1991, Mohammed was shot by TPLF soldiers
while farming his land. He was detained in Hurso camp until 1993. Two weeks afier his release he was detained
in Karshalee prison, Harar, E Hararge, where he is still being held. He is father of ten. He has been accused of
killing a person, but his accusers seem unaware that the person killed is a relative of his. His right arm and left
leg are paralysed since he was shot. His brother, Duri Mohammed, reported to OSG that his family fears for his

safety. )
Abdul Bari Usee was arrested in 1996 and tortured in Chiro EPRDF Military Camp, W.Hararge. His back is
now "full of scars” from being whipped and beaten with sticks. 1)

In the months of March and April, more than two thousand, two hundred (2,200) Oromo political prisoners
from all walks of life were held in Gobe, the capital of Bale zone. All are from different districts (Dallo Manna,
Dinsho, Robe, Goba, Gasara, Gindhir), More than two hundred are known to be females. Some detainees names
are as follows: Nuho Roba Mudda, Hussen Roba Mudda, Munisa Abdulahi, Elias Abdulahi, Ahmado Gobana
Sero, Col, Nugussie Kuratu, Aman (Bale Zone Educational Department Head), Abduraman Umar Jarra, Abduro
Shek Alivi Roba, Adam Mamud Roba, Muhamed Amin Ibrahim Abdulahi, Shek Muhammed Dayyu, Abduro
Danoba, Qasim Kabir Hussen, Gamada Bakr, Muhamed Haji Abduro, Haji Adam Danbal, Aliyi Tarafi Gamor,
Yusuf Kira, Waliyi Waqo, Hussen Muhamed, Inisa Fanta, Ibrahim Aliyi, Abdusalam Musxafa, Muhamed Obsa,
Umar Kadir, Hussen Aman Sado, Alo Kaju Tola, Haji Adam, Qasim Gobe, Qasim Adam, Usman Ture,
Muhamed Aman, Umar Ali, Bamud Muhamed, Muhamed Haji Usman, Jarso Usman. )

The following have been under arbitrary arrest since January 1997 in Bate: Usman Kadiro, Bakalu Wago,
Chingiso Chabsi, Tbrahim Nure, Husen Bilu, Abdulgadir Ture,Umar Riqiba, Amano Nure Ture, Ahmad Waqo,
Awwal Washo, Abdulkarim Ahmed, Biftu Shek Yimo, Umar Haji Kadiro.

Others include:

Mohammed Haji Dafo, Dallo Rira Village

Abdulwahab Jilo, Dallo Manna

Haji Aliyi Abdi & Haji Usa Tesso, Shedama locality

Haji Abduro Husen and 12 other prominent community elders, Gasara district

Said Husen Nuro, Goro District.

Tahir Hassen Ali Roba, a farmer from Belto Area in Bale, had a 100 cattle confiscated and was then detained at
Chafe hidden detention camp. His family have been taken to an unknown place. 3)

Goba Prison
Mohamed Husen Sado , Haji Abdo Wado & his three sons, Hasen Haji, Qassim Mohamed, Haji Mohamed Alo,
Musa Mohamed, Haji Bakar Husen, Husen Nasir, Haji Ahmed, Musxafa, Shubliya Haji Tura.

Adabba Prison

Safi Lenjiso-Student

Haji Dafo Lenjiso-Merchant

Abdulshukur Washe-Merchant

Abadir Wayo-Teacher

Jambo Gamada-Farmer

Abdulahi Dula-Student

Taye Robi-Farmer 3)



The following people were tortured and became maimed during the last 4 months in Sawenna districts in Bale
Zone alone:

Adam Mohamed, Dalacha Village

Hussen Roba Hirbe, Biliso Village

Haji Kadiro Wako, Haraajo Village

Hussen Aga Hintile, Hussen Ahmed Teto, Hada Village (1}

In March 1997, more than 50 local people who protested against the new Resettlement and Villagisation
program in Dodola, in Bale area, were arrested by government representatives without reason. The following
have been tortured and ill-treated: Abduraman Hasso, Qasim Hasso, Ganamo Roba, Abba Foge Xahiro, Shek
Kadir Ware. 2)

WESTERN OROMIA REGION
Killings

Mamo Namara was killed in February 1997 in Didessa camp. He was kidnapped from Aira Guliso High
School, Wallega province, in 1996 from where he was a teacher, He has been in Gimbi detention center for
some time.

Shaik Abdul Qadir was killed in February 1997 in Gimbi police station, Wallega.

Dheesa Wayeesa, was killed while under torture in Gimbi police station, Wallega, reported July 1997

Bulti Gurmessa was killed in Gimbi, reported July 1997 (1)
Takale Biftu was shot dead in Jimma town, [llubabor, by state security men in June 1997, 3)
Disappearances

Muntaha Imam Muzayin. was captured by EPRDF Security Forces in Asosa in 1996. She was taken to the
former Russian Camp hospital, where she was tortured and beaten. She was then taken to Mandi Hall prison,
where the head of the jail, a member of the EPRDF, raped her. Since the assault, her whereabouts are unknown.

®

Beyana Yadeta Akassa, disappeared on April 20th 1997 at 9p.m. from his
family home. He is an 18year old 8th grade student in Gidda primary school,
western Wollega, On the day he disappeared, he was asked by one of
Corporal Gabrile Wolde Yohanis's policeman if he was Beyana Yadeta.
When he said yes, the policeman recorded his name. That night they came
and took him and his mother after asking where he was going, they warned
her and said they would kill her if she asked any more questions. Today his
wherabouts remain unknown, {11)

Imprisonment, torture etc

Habtemu Gemechu, Delessa Adamu, Kenno Abdissa, Teweache Delessa are

being held without trial or charge in Gimbi prison, Beyana Yadeta Akassa

Negussee Negesso is in detention at Nazareth (Adama). He was first detained
at Shashamane where he was tortured by EPRDF army, accused of supporting the OLF in 1991, (1}

Hundreds of political prisoners have been held without warrent since January 1996 in Gombo military camp in
Mendi district. They are suspected of harbouring and supporting members of the OLF. 20 were transfered fo the
Oromia Supreme Court, after which the following were released:

Mr Samuel Girma-Member of Evangelical Church

Mr Tadese Ayana- Owns a pharmacy shop

Mr Balay Hirpo- An Ethiopian Banl: Assistant Manager

Mr Qajeela Abidata- Merchant. (2)




The following were detained in January 1997, in Jimma area, for supposedly having ties with the OLF: Zenyu
Hasan, Muhamed Jarra, Musxafa Haji Jimma, Muhamed Haji Jimma, Mume Abdala, Muzemil Abba Bulgu,

Muhamed Zeyn Wajo, Taju Abbas, Nesha Ahmad, Masha Alah. Abba Milki, (§))

M Mustafa Mohammed chief administrator of Benishangul, was accused of supporting OLF and was tortured
in Asosa prison. He remains in detention at the time of reporting (3.8.97). 8
SOUTHERN OROMIA REGION

Killing

Alemu Kissi was killed in Asscla town, in Arsi. He was a B.A holder in sociology from Addis Ababa University
and was born in Western Showa, Gindeberat, Mana Erga Village, He was shot dead "with three bullets” on
June 9, 1997 at 2:15 p.m. on the street. 2)

Imprisonment, Torture

More than 500 Oromo political prisoners ate being held in Ardayta farm camp in Gadab Asasa Woreda, in Arsi.
They are all reported to have been subjected to torture and hunger. Kinfe Ganamo, a prominent community
elder, is a detaince who has been tortured, )

AMHARA REGION and NORTH EAST ETHIOPIA
Killings

Jihad Mohamed was killed on April 14, 1997 in Dupti town, Afar, He was an official of the council.
Kiros Tadasse was killed in Gonder on April 15, 1997 after he had been kidnapped from Addis Ababa and
taken to North Western Ethiopia. Relatives found his dead body with 5 bullet holes in Adi Arkay Town. 2)

IMPRISONMENT AND TORTURE:- Professor Asrat's co-defendants tell Court of torture.

On Tune 11, 1997, three co-defendants with Professor Asrat Woldeyes, the jailed President of the All Amhara
People's Organization (AAPO), told the court that the TPLF/EPRDF security forces repeatedly tortured them to
secure false confessions which would incriminate them as well as the accused leaders of AAPQO. On July 2,
1997, the same Court heard four other co-defendants make similar claims of torture by the security forces. All
these defendants are at present held in different quarters of the maximum security prison in Addis Ababa. The
following are extracts from the statements which the seven co-defendants made to the High Court during their
{rial:

5th Defendant - Major Mikre Tekle W/Tsadik: (age 30; occupation: none; address; Debre Berhan,
Keftegna 2, Kebele 06). On June 26, 1994, I was going to Addis Ababa when our bus was stopped at the check
point in Tchatcha ai 10.00 am. by a representative of the Woreda branch of the Ethioptan People's Democratic
Movement by the name of Yosef . They body-searched the passengers and asked me my name, my occupation
and where T was going. 1 told him, but he ordered me to get off the bus and put me in the Tchatcha prison,
There, T was asked where I had fought while in the army and why I was now moving from place to place, At
1.30 p.m, the next day, EPRDF men came from Debre Berhan in a Land Cruiser and took me to Debre Berham.
When we arrived in the town, they covered my face with a scarf and took me to the EPDM office. From 2.30
p.m. to 9.00 p.m., I was interrogated about whether I was a member of AAPO. . .

They refused to accept my answers and told me that I would be pardoned if 1 confessed to having a (political)
connection with professor Asrat and to taking part in the attacks (on the Debre Berhan prison and Sela Dingay
Police Station). When I rejected their demand they took me to the military camp in Tebassie and put me in
shackles and kept me in solitary confinement in a dark room and took 1197 birr from me. In the evening 1 was
interrogated by Ato Zeray (an interrogation officer from Addis Ababa), the commander of the Sengedie Military
. Division in Debre Berhan, the head of the EPDM Zonal branch, and the head of the Zonal prisons. About 3
o'clock on June 28, I was taken in a Land Cruiser to Addis Ababa.

I was then transfetred to a (Toyota) DX automobile and taken to the Central Investigation prison where 1 was
kept in a cell alone. I was interrogated there day and night until T uly 5, 1994 by different investigation officers,



They also forced me to copy different documents. In addition, they made me sign on ten biank papers and to
forge other people's signatures on different papers. On July 5, they blindfolded me and took me to the Tebassic
Military Camp. My family did not know where T was and could not visit me. They kept me in this condition
and beat me until July 19th. On July 28, they brought me to the Central Invesiigation prison together with some
of my co-defendants and continued their interrogation until December 29, 1994, During my five months of
detention here, 1 had been made to sign on a 20-page document written in the name Mesfin Taddesse on June
17, 1994,

6th Defendant - Captain Mikresellassie Wolde Mariam: (age - 37; occupation - none; address - North
Shewa, Abichu and Pi'a Woreda PA). On June 28, 1994, at six o'clock in the morning I heard the sound of
gunshots in the area. The EPRDF soldiers who wete patrolling the area came to the house where I was staying,
They marched us to the town of Ginager, about six hours walk away. On June 30, 1994, they took us to Debre
Berhan and locked us up in different rooms at the Tebassie Military Camp. My hands were then tied backwards
and [ was accused of being one of the bandits who had broken into Debre Berhan Prison and released some of
the prisoners, which they said was led by AAPO.

They tried to persuade me that T would be pardoned if I admitted their allegations, but I refused and so, they
tortured me for the next 29 days. They took me out of my room about four a.m.and drove me out of town. ”
Then they said to me that the government had given them permission to shoot and kill bandits and that if I
wanted fo save my life I had to admit what they dictated to me. To make me believe them, they threatened fo
shoot me with their guns. At other times they made me sit naked in that very cold place. During my defention at
the military camp, they gradually reduced my food ration feeding me only half a piece of injera per day. They
tied my hands backwards with electric wires®,

When they brought me together with the 5th - 15th defendants to the Central Invest1 gation on Angust 3, 1994,
they presented the papers I was made to sign original documents allegedly written by me when I was a bandit
and they registered them as the affidavit against me. 1 had no other clothes to wear during myy detention for a
month at the military camp and for five months at the Central Investigation prison. My family were neither
informed of my whereabouts, nor allowed to visit me.

7th Defendant - Private Zegeye Habtewold Sebsibie; (age - 36; address - Yifat and Timuga Awraja,
Mafud Woereda, Debre Sina Town, Keftegna 01, Kebele 03, House no. 277). On June 17, 1994, at 6p.m
whilst working as a trader, I was stopped by some men in civilian and military clothing, They said that T was
wanted for questioning and they drove me to a military camp in Shewa Robit. They repeatedly urged me to
expose the bandits operating in Yifat and Timuga, afleging that I was a member of AAPO. At 7 o'clock in the
evening of June 30, 1994 they drove to the military camp in Tebassie. There they tied my hands and feet
together and I slept on the cold bare cement floor. On different days and hours at night, they came to the room,
tied my hands backwards with electric wire and took me out for interrogation. On July 22, they again tied my
hands and feet with electric wire and made me lie down on the bed of the vehicle and drove me at night for four
or five kilometer in a direction that I didn't know, Then they stopped the vehicle, untied my feet, and made me
walk into a thick bush for a few minutes. It was dark. When we stopped they pointed their guns at my head and
said that, unless I did exactly as they told me, that day would be my last one as they were going to shoot me and
leave me there for the wild beasts to feast on me, They beat me mercilessly with a rubber coated rod untii I lost
consciousness. Finally they brought to me 10-14 pages of paper and ordered me to sign on if.

On July 28, 1994, they put me on a vehicle together with 5th-15th defendants (except Firma) and brought us to
the Central Investigation Department. They handcuffed our hands and put us in different rooms, They took me
out of my room at different times and interrogated me, They made the same allegations and I repeated the same
answers, Again they brought some papers and forced me to sign on the last page.

8th Defendant - Negussie Fikre Ameneshewa: (address - Debre Berhan; occupation: student). On
December 20, 1993, AAPO held in Debre Berhan a mass rally which was attended by the local people. On June
23, 1994, at 7.15 p.m. I was stopped by the EPRDF. They put me in a car and took me to the military camp in
the town. I was detained there for three days and interrogated. Then they took me to the military camp at
Tebassie, beat and tortured me fo force me to admit their allegations. They threatened to shoot me and forced
me to sign what they had written. On July 28, 1994, they took me to the Central Investiagtion and detained me




for five months without allowing me to be visited by me parents. I was forced again to sign some papets they
had written and which 1 was not allowed to read.

9th Defendant - Adamu Badeg: (age 18, address: North Shewa, Jirru Awraja, Kose Amba PA), On June
23, 1994, I was going to Debre Berhan when an EPRDF member boarded our bus. I was asked the reason for
my trip to Debre Berhan, They took me to a military camp where they tied my hands backwards with electric
wire. They also afleged that I knew the bandits who had released the prisoners from Debre berhan prison and
asked me to take them to their hideouts. They whipped me and forced me to confess. On August 3, 1994, these
EPRDF men ordered me and another young man by the name of Girma Nega . They came back in the cvening
and led me and Girma to a nearby bush, There they hit Girma with the butt of a pistol and knocked out his
tooth. The next day they handcuffed us both and after blindfolding us with a towel, they drove us out of town
until we reached the Central Investigation prison. They held us there for five months and questioned us in the
evenings. A policeman by the name of Ayalew beat us and forced us to sign some papers.

10th Defendant - PrivateShewaffer: (age 24; address - Moja and Wodera Woreda, Washa Tirs PA;
occupation: student). In 1994, T was walking home one evening when four men took me by car to the EPRDF
camp and began accusing me of being a member of a bandit group allegedly organized by the AAPO. 1 told
them that T was not and they took me away, tied my hands behind me and whipped me during the night. Barly
before dawn, they brought me by car to the headquarters of the former navy in Addis Ababa. My hands were
tied behind me all the time, They took me back to the military camp in Tebassie on July 16, 1994 and detained
me with many other people. We were made to sleep on the bare cement floor. On three different days EPRDF
men and policemen tied my hands back, took me to the bushes and iortured me.

Only July 28, 1994, they handcuffed us to each other and brought the 5th - 15th defendants (except two) to the
Central Investigation in Addis Ababa. After I came there I was tortured by men in police uniform just the way
they did to me while I was in. the Tebassie Military Camp and forced me to sign different papers. I was detained
for six months without meeting my family. During this time, my hands were handcuffed 24 houss a day and
always being led to the toilet in the mornings and evenings.

11th Defendant - Second Lt Abebayehu Bekele {age - 27; address - North Shewa, Debre Sina town,
Keftegna 01, Kebele 02; occupation - presently none). On June 29, 1994, I went to Ginager. I was waiting
for the bus to Debre Sina when I was arrested. Tagay Bekele, who tried to assasinate me in 1993, was Debre
Sina's head of political affairs, They tied my arms on the elbow with wire and detained me at the adult
edcuation centre in Ginager. In the evening, they came by a Land Cruiser and took me to the Tebassic Military
Camp.

As of that day, | was made to walk bare feet; the wire was untied and my hands handcuffed backwards. At
different hours they took me out of my prison for interrogation. They promised to release me if T admitted I was
a bandit. "When I said I would not sign anything, one of them hit me on my shin with an iron bar. On July 19,
1997, they made me take off my clothes and forced me fo get into a trench which was fill of vain water. Then
ihey pointed a gun af me and threatened to kill me unless I signed what they wanted". Since July 21, 1994,
when I was brought to the Central Investigation prison, I was taken out of my room day and night and
interrogated. I was also tortured by Lt. Ayalew and Private Bekele. For five months I was kept in detention
weating the same clothes which I had on when T was first arrested.

12th Defendant - Girma nega: (age 29; address - Addis Ababa, Woreda 17, Kebele 21; occupation -
trader), On July 5, 1994, I took the bus from Gishe Awraja to Addis Ababa. When we reached the outskirts of
Sendafa town, some men stopped the bus and boarded it. They took me in their vehicle towards Debre Bethan.
After a few minute's drive, they stopped the car and took me on foot to a forestry development office. There they
searched my pockets and took away my identity paper and 1273 birr. They also Beat me severely and then took
ine back to their vehicle. When we reached Debre Berhan they locked me up in a room in a military camp. 1
was tortured during my 21 days' detention,

On July 26, 1994, some men from the Central Investiation tried to persuade me that I would be released very
soon if I co-operated. When 1 replied that I knew nothing and could not help them, they said that I was to blame
for my fate and they Jeft. On August 2, 1994, at 9.00 p.m., they took me to Tebassie Military Camp. There they
asked me to sign some papers. They took us to the bushes and asked us why we had refused to sign the papers.

10



When I said that I should read the papers before signing it, one of them hit me with the butt of his pistol and
knocked me down. They brought me many written papers and when I was about to start signing, the blood from
my mouth and nose dripped onto the first page. Then one of them got up to beat me saying that I did that
deliberately, but his colleague restrained him. On August 4, 1994, I was blindfolded, handcuffed and driven out
of the prison to the Central Investigation prison. 1 couldn't eat. My face was swollen and I was in pain. On
August 9, 1994, T told my story to the Red Cross who came to visit.

During the period of five months I was summoned to the Office to fill in forms to testify against others. When I
said I could not testify on matters which I had no knowledge of, they said that I was going to rot in prison for
the rest of my life if T did not do so. (12)

13th Defendant - Mamushet Amare; (occupation - student; address - Moret and Jirru Awaraja, Jihur
Woreda, Kose Amba PA). I became the Chairman of the Woreda youth association for a few months. I
decided to resign as I wanted to continue my education, I informed the Chairman of this, although I received no
response. After atiending a meeting where the Chairman of the Woreda Council was present, he approached
and alleged that I wanted to leave the job in order to join the "neftegna”. He said "The organisation would cut
short my life if I inisted on resigning." I escaped to Addis Ababa to continue my studies.

On July 1, 1994, I met a friend whilst waiting for a bus, but after half an hour, three men in civilian clothes
picked me out of the queue and told me that they wanted to talk to me. They took me to the military camp, tied
my hands backwards with a string and locked me in a room. At ten o'clock in the evening, they took me to the
Tebassie Military Camp and handed me to some Tigrean officiers. They put me in a military vehicle and drove
me five kilometers out of town to Gara Dingu.

In the car they had a shovel and a hoe. They fold me that it was up to me to save my life. They began to allege
that T knew professor Asrat, and I left the youth association to join AAPO, and had taken part in releasing the
prisoners, that I had opened fire on the Sella Dingay Police Station and that 1 was a bandit and knew other
bandits. When I denied all their allegations they beat me until I lost conciousness. They picked me up, tied my
hands behind my back and took me to Tebassie. They locked me up in a dark room alone.. At eleven o'clock in
the evening, they took me again to the Gara Dinqu forest. They told me it was my last day and started beating
me so hard that 1 finally told them that I would sign anything they wrote and brought to me.

After 27 days of interrogation, they brought me in a vehicle to the Central Investigation Department on July 28,
1994. 1was interrogated many times day and night by Lieutenant Ayalew and Bekele, I was handcuffed and
detained in a dark room for six months. I never changed my clothes. I first appeared before the Court on
December 19, 1994, the policemen and the investigators kept me in a dark room at the Central Investigation
Prison for ten more days. In January 1995 I was visited by my parents for the first time in Wohni Bet. While at
Wohni Bet I read a paper which my lawyers said contained a statement which I was forced to sign by the
investigators beating me.

14th Defendant - Zewdua Tefera: (age - 25; occupation - trader; address - Debra Berhan, Keftegna 01,
Kebele 01, House no 2886). On June 30th, I took a bus to Gina Ager in Asagirt to express my condolences to a
friend who had lost a relative. The bus was stopped by EPRDF soldiers, who said that we could get off the bus
after we had been scarched. They found in my pocket Birr 95 and a notebook in which I had noted the date
December 20, 1993 - the day AAPO had held a public meeting in Debre Berhan, They took these and alleged
that I was a member of AAPQ, Although I told them the reason for my visit, they put me in prison and tied my
hands backwards with clectric wire.

Six EPRDF men came in a vehicle and drove me to the Military Camp in Tebassie. My hands were tied, and I
was beaten several times there. They claimed I was a member of AAPO, that I knew the bandits organized by
the AAPO, and that T had taken part int he release of the prisoners from Debre Berhan prison. I denied all these
accusations, The men who tortured me were two members of the Sengedie Military Unit called Mebratu Abbay
and Tewolde. ,

In Fuly 1994, I was given a written paper and told to sign it. I asked to read it first but they refused. I asked
them to read it to me, they again refused, I was afraid for my life and I signed it as I was told to do so. On July
28, 1994, they brought me together with defendants 5 to 15 (except Girma Nega and Addamu Badeg) to the
Central Investigation Department, I was tortured at the Central Investigation Prison, Ihave gone 11 times to
the Police Hospital for treatment. I came to the Central Investigation prison and was summoned to the office
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and toid to sign a paper which was for my release. The paper my lawyer brought to me and said was my
statement contained not a single word of mine except that which concerned my life history.

15th Defendant - Dawit Regegan (age - 20; occupation - student; address - Debre Berhan, Keftegan 1,
Kebele 09, House no 452), I was arrested on May 13, 1994, when walking from school to my home. Men
wearing civlian clothes and EPRDF uniforms stopped me and asked if I was Dawit. They took me to Tebassie
Military Camp, They said I was one of the new recruits to AAPO, and alleged T knew the men who released the
prisoners from Debre Berhan Prison on May 5, 1994. 1 denied ail knowledge of these events. I waskeptina
room and beaten during my interrogation from May 13 to the beginning of June. In June 1994, they brought to
my room for detention some of the co-defendants,

One evening in July 1996, I was summoned to an office and was told to confess that I was a member of AAPO,
that T had participated in the release of prisoners in Debre Herhan, Then Tagay Zewdu pointed the barrel of his
Kalashnikhov at my chest, declared that I had been biuffing for the last two meonths and they were going to
shoot me. They brought a written paper and forced me to sign it, Only July 28, 1994, 1 and the other accused,
except Girma Negga and Addamu Badeg, were brought to the Central Investigation Prison and locked up in a
different dark rooms. Avalew Bekele and other officers took us to an office and made us put our signatures on a
paper with four columns. They beat me and forced me to sign the papet. _ (13)

SECRET DETENTION CENTRES

In Arsi area, Gadab Asasa Woreda, Ardayita State Farm, there are mor¢ than 500 Oromo poliical prisoners
arbitrarily detained. These include Oromo elders, teachers, businessmen and farmers, who have been tortured
every night on allegations of supporting OLF. One of them is Mr, Kinfe Genemo. 1

Bale

Hada Town. .

Du'a Bayu village farmers association

Adele and Arda Galma farmers association

Ginnir Town and Goba are "already infamous".

Belto, Sawena, Kurkuru, Laga Hida are all places where extra-judicial kiltings are reported repeatedly. Dead
bodies are not allowed to be buried, houses are set on fire where all belongings are destroyed. Men are ofien
castrated. People are beaten to death by sticks and gun buts.

The local people have applied to the local administration and the Council of Oromia, but these acts of the
Tigirean militia led rampage have been ignored. Their executive officer in charge is a former Mengistu army
officer working for EPRDF, Brigadier Bacha Dabale, who has been commander of the Eastern Core. He was
formerly fighting in Exitrea and Tigray before his captivity into the hands of TPLE. 1

DISMISSAL FROM EMPLOYMENT

Since June 1997, the following teachers from Ambo, S.Showa have been illegally expelled:
Barccha Kumsa, Dhiyana Kafani, Ashabir Oncho, Kababa Idessa, Mosisa Futasa, Woldevesus Mangasha,

Geleto Ribiso was dismissed from his job in the State Grain Marketing Corporation branch in Shashamane

The following teachers who were 6 out of the 60 people accused for demonstrating against the death of a
prominent elder Derara Kefenni from Ambo in 1994, were dismissed from their job two months ago: Ashabir
Oncho, Barecha Kumsa, Kebede Idessa, Dijane Kefeni, Mosisa Futasa, Wolde-Yesus Mengesha, (1)

EVICTION FROM HOMES

Bayan Mohamed, a merchant, was forced to flee his home in Arsi in 1996 because of repeated intimidation,
Farmers in the locality of Intoto and Sibilo to the North, Kara to the East, Bulbula (Bole) to the south, Ayer
Tena to the south West have been ordered to leave their land and go. Farm lands ar¢ not allowed 10 be planted
and former homes (buts) are being confiscated and puiled down to get the land ready for lease. The recet
destruction of houses, with no compensation, has created tens of thousands of homeless people.

In January 1997, the following persons were forced to flee their homes due to ill-treatment recieved from the
government forces.
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Most of the victims were from Soel Gibe and Godajaba, N.Showa: Asafa Arado, Tafari Balami, Kebede Gutema,
Fayisa Tola, Batiru Abebe, Siyum Badhasa, Girma Age, Dafar Magarsa and Abebe [shete. (3)

JUDICIARY - Dembi Dollo /Western Wollega

“The judiciaty in local areas has collapsed. The prison administration, the army and security have in many cases
refused to release prisoners even after they have been granted bail, e.g. Tekle Barkessa, Boka Dhinsa, Haji
Abdurahman Musstefa, Dwait Boka, Jamal Abdurahiman, have all been given bail by the Supreme Court of
Oromia, but local EPRDF security agent Bahira Wolda Rufacl has refused to release them. The same person
confiscated 25,000 Birr from Mr. Banti Mamo, also from Dembi Dollo.

There are around 100,000 prisoners in Oromia in official and secret detention centers. Three regions out of the
13 hold 12,000 official prisoners which has caused considerable damage to prison administration budget
allocations." (1)

KENYA

Mosissa Hailu Terfassa, a 26 yr old asylum secker in the USA, gave
the following information in an interview with OSG in Minneapolis on
August 11th. Under the military dictatorship he had been beaten and
interrogated at Maikelawi Special Investigation Centre for suspected
OLF support in 1988 and 1989. He was expelled from Addis Ababa
University and in June 1990 took himself to Kenya. He lived in refugee
camps, based then in Marsabit and Theka, from which he moved to
Nairobi,

He became a member of the OLF in 1992, when the organisation was
officially part of the Transitional Government of Ethiopia. In September
1993, he began an electronics course at the University of East Africa,
Baraton, located at Eldoret, 380km northwest of Nairobi, The UNHCR Wy
had sponsored him through the African Refugee Education Program. e
In 1994 he was instrumental in setting up the Oromo Students Assoc- Mosissa H
iation in Kenya. This pan-Kenyan organisation was aimed at teaching
the Oromo language and Latin script (Qubee). Tigrean students at Eldoret reported that he was doing illegal
political work and, in April 1996, he was visited at Eldoret by Kenyan Immigration officials. He and the Dean
of the University pointed out that he was carrying out educational work only, and that he did so with permission
of the Dean. Kenyan Immigration officials insisted that he leave the country but agreed, under pressure from the
Dean, to allow him to stay until he finished his B.Sc. Tech. course.

He obtained a visa to the USA to attend a church meeting in Minneapolis. He arrived in Nairobi with his friend,
Wandaye Temane, on 19th July, and bought a ticket for the 22nd.

Between 10 and 11 pm on Monday 21st July, he and Wandaye were having a meal at the "Awash" Oromo
restaurant on the Golf Course estate, near to Kenyatta market in the Ngumu area of Nairobi. The owner of the
restaurant, Dereje Abdissa, was eating with them when about 7 Kenya policemen entered, blocked the exits and
surrounded them.

After showing their ID cards, they were taken to Kilimani police station, near to the Yaya shopping centre.
They were held and questioned here for 3 days, causing him to miss his flight.

They were held in a 5 X 5 metre cell with over 30 criminals, They were held there for 24 hrs each day apart
from when they were being questioned and when a Borana Oromo policeman negotiated their being allowed
into the fresh air for a few hours on one occasion. "Sometimes it was necessary to stand the whole night because
there was no space {o sleep.”

Three similarly crowded cells shared a narrow passage where a bucket for personal refuse was kept. This
overflowed into his cell and was only emptied once a day after repeated requests from the prisoners. The three
were questioned about their origins and activities in Kenya by many people. A UNHCR representative vistted
them at the prison but their release on 24th July was due to the presence at Kilimani for a whole day of the Dean
of the Business School and a lecturer in Mathematics and Physical Sciences at Eldoret , and a phone call from
the Chancellor of Eldoret pressing for their release.

u Terfassa
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He flew to the USA on 29th July. At the airport, Kenyan security men demanded all the Kenyan moncy he

carried, before they would return his ID card which they had taken during questioning there, About 8 other
Oromo were detained at another police station while he was in Kilimani, A few days after Mosissa left, the
restaurant owner, Dereje Abdissa, was redetained for several days. (14)

Bariso Dakabo and Shumi Hirpo were detained by Nairobi police on 17th July 1997, shortly after their arrival,
They were detained whilst on their way to be registered at the UNHCR office. However, false information was
given indicating that the brothers had been flown back to Ethiopia by TPLF agents in Nairobi, soon after their
arrival. The two remained in the Buruburu Police Station in Nairobi, in solitary confinement, from 2 1st July
until their release on 1st of August,

Bariso was once a victim of Hurso camp in Hararge during the period of 1991-1992, whereas Shumi was
constantly harassed and was arrested on several occasions accused of supporting the OLF. As explained "The
family members are suffering again in Nairobi without committing any crime".

Friends of the family stated that the brothers had been mistreated whilst in custody by being beaten and robbed
of their possessions. Contact to identify the location of the brothers was made with other Oromo in Kenya and
eventually the brothers were located. Despite the station officers being Borana Oromo, whosc names are
Inspector Jilo or Galgallo, they refused to release information as to why the brothers had been detained. They
simply refused to talk. (15)

DJIBOUTI

Abduraman Usman Umar was born in Kombolcha, Eastern Hararge. He is a 44-
year old man, with nine children and a merchant by trade. He once owned a
bakery, a flour miil, a farm tractor and two animals. He was accused of supporting
the OLF financially, resuliing in the EPRDF confiscating 480,000 Ethiopian Birr,
275 sacks of grain from his store, one tractor and his two animals.

On 28 September 1996, EPRDF Security forces surrounded his house in
Kombolcha Village at 2.00 a.m. They broke down the door and shot and killed
his nearest relative, Mohammed Sheek Ahmad, with an AK.47. Abduraman
Usman jumped through the window and escaped. He then travelled illegally by
/ ' - train and entered Djibouti. Since 1st September 1996 he has been a refugee in
Djibouti. He is registered with the UNHCR office in Djibouti, but his nine
children are now in some difficulty. 8

Abduraman U, Umar

Sharif Imam Muzayin, a 33 year old father, born in Anfillo, Wallega,
was an assistant manager of Benishangul Investment and Trade
Company. From May 9th 1993 until February 11th 1994 he was
imprisoned by EPRDF forces and again in 1996. He was captured by
FEPRDF Security Forces in Assosa along with his wife and his sister. They
stole 5 x 32 gm of gold and 17,000 birr from him, then took them to the
former Russian Camp hospital. They were tortured, beaten and taken to
Mandi Hall prison, where the head of the jail, 2 member of the EPRDF,
raped his sister, Muntaha Imam Muzayin. Sharif was iortured in
Nekemte, Jimma, Tolay, and in the Kolfe police training centre in 1996.
Sharif was released but avoided a further period of imprisonment by
escaping to Djibouti together with his wife. (8)
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Chadily Bakri Ibrahim is a 35 year old man born in Dire Dawa. During the Dergue regime he was
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Chadily Bekri Ibrahim

imprisoned, tortured and starved in Dire Dawa police station on suspicion of
supporting the OLF. He was released with a warning. He said "When they
searched for me to kill me if I were to surrender and so I escaped to Djibouti."”
He lived in Djibouti gaining refugee status from 15.10.84 - 8.8.91.

Appealing for repatriation, he returned to Ethiopia in 1991 through the UNHCR
office in Djibouti” Even though I settled in Galamaso town in West Hararge
region where I worked as a tailor, I was suspected of supporting the OLF. On
10.8.96 I was imprisoned until 15.10.96 where the EPRDF took me to various
places where I saw many fresh and decaying human bodies". At one point he
was taken to Kambo town, 7 km from Tullu Warro where he was questioned. He
was eventually released with a serious warning,

On 28 October in the afternoon two police officers came and again asked him
many questions. One said , “Exchange your life by money". He said "] gave
them 3,000 birr which was all the money in my workshop". He escaped, but was

followed to Dire Dawa to where his relatives live. He again escaped and arrived in Djibouti on 27 December
1996. He said "Now the EPRDF forces have not stopped hurting my wife as they are accusing her of giving
formation to the OLF". Three of his children are forbidden to go to school and are forced to stay in Galamso
town. All his property has been confiscated and his family of five are living under severc conditions.

Sherif Yussuf Ali, a 28-year old man, born in Kombolcha, Eastern Hararge.
Having completed his education at the comprehensive secondary school in
Harar, he went to Gima Medicine College for three years. He interrupted his
studies and went to live with his brother in Masal district, West Hararge,
where he did farming on a temporary basis,

His village was surrounded by the EPRDF and an attempt made to capture
him. They questioned his brother, Abedulah and asked where Sherif was.
Sherif had escaped from the house in the middle of the night, but Abedulah
was killed in front of his house with two peasants on 10 September 1992
without trial. He wife was raped. Sherif htid for nine months in a hole,
where he was taken food every 24 hours at midnight by a relative. In May
1993 he went to Kombolcha and lived near his family, On 10 August 1993
there was conflict between two military groups and civilians were terrorised
on suspicion of supporting the OLF, A search was made for Sherif,and his
father was captured and imprisoned, for possessing a document.
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Sherif Yussuf Ali

His father was imprisoned, tortured and kicked daily. He contracted malaria and consequently died in
Kombolcha prison from lack of medication. The family property was confiscated, including cattle, 15,000 Birr
in cash and a water-motor used for irrigating vegetables, While Sherif was in Dire-Tayara, the EPRDF began
looking for him on suspicion of being a supporter of the OLF.

On 10 January 1994 he was abducted and taken to Harar Makalaw Military camp, 16 km from Kombolcha, For
8 months he was beaten and slashed with electric wire. He was tranferred to Kombolcha and tortured for three
months. When fighting broke out near the prisonand the guards scattered, Sherif was able to escape from the
prison with other Oromo. Then he went to stay near his relatives in a rural area but the process of searching for
him continued. By giving Issa nomads some money he was able to enter Djibouti on 16 June 1995 and
registered with the UNHCR office. Sherif's wife Halango Abedulragate was detained after he left the country.
She was imprisoned for 15 days and tortured, losing a tooth from her lower jaw. Tt was suspected that she had
managed to warn Sherif to flee the country. (8
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Abdalla Ali Galmo, was a driver delivering "chat" from Daddar to Jijjiga.
However in 1995, he was suspected of supporting the OLF. "The security
stopped me, where I was arrested and put in Dedder prison. I bribed the
security with 3,000birr and I was released. Again when I was driving, froops
were shooting their guns and wounded me with two bullets on my right leg. I
received treatment in hospital where I remained for 4 months. I then escaped
to Djibouti. I have since learnt that the EPRDF securily are looking for me.
If return to the country, I will be killed". : (16)

Abdalla Ali Galmo

The following message was written to OSG from an Oromo refugee in Djibouti on
September 6th.

"From the beginning of 6.8.97, due to the Ethio-Djibouti security agreement, harassment is
daily and widely practised on our people. For example, on 6.8.97, 110 Oromo refugees were
raped and deported illegally. . . [U]p to now the harassment continues. . . an unknown number
of refugees are being raped and deporied daily”
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