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Human Rights Abuses in Ethiopia
PRESS RELEASE  June - July 1998, No. 23

The Oromia Support Group is a non-political organisation which attempts to raise awareness of
human rights abuses in Ethiopia. OSG lobbies western governments to withdraw support from the
Ethiopian government until it abides by its constitution which guarantees human rights and self-
determination for all peoples of Ethiopia.

OSG has now reported 2,406 extra-judicial killings and 658 disappearances of civilians suspected of
supporting groups opposing the government. Most of these have been Oromo people. Scores of
thousands of civilians have been imprisoned. Torture and rape of prisoners is commonplace, espe-
cially in secret detention centres, whose existence is denied by the government.
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Corrections:

We are giad to correct an item in the OSG Press Release, November/December 1997 (No.20, p.18), which
reported the killings of Safiva and Ahmed Yasin Abdella Ali, niece and nephew of torture victim Mrs
Zabida Sukari Haji. Mrs Ali has written to us to say that happily it is now known that the children are in fact
both alive.

The sputious disappearance of Bekele Mekonnen Rabe was reported in OSG Press Release, March-May
1998, (No. 21, p.5). It has since been discovered that Bekele Mekonnen Rabo, using a pscudonym (J, R.
Bemyak), reported his own fictitions disappearance to OSG. He is one of the Oromo who enjoys UNHCR
protection in Djibouti and is reported to have successfully applied to emigrate to Australia.




ADDIS ABABA AND CENTRAL OROMIA REGION

Press: Journalist murdered

‘On 7 June 1998, at approximately 8.30 pm, Tesfaye Tadesse, the owner and editor of the maga-
zine Mestawet and the newspaper Lubar (both presently out of circulation), was murdered in front
of his residence. He was stabbed and hacked to death by two unidentificd individuals using a knife
and a machete. The attackers escaped the scene of the crime in a DX Toyota. CPJ sources believe
that Tesfaye's murder may be politically motivated. Tesfaye, a lawyer by training, was also an ac-
tivist and a member of the Ethiopian Human Rights Council (EHRCO). He was previously jaited
by Meles Zenawi's Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDYF) when Gebre Ig-
ziabher, a member of the leadership committee of the opposition Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary
Party (EPRP), was murdered in Addis Ababa in mid 1993.”!

Disappearances

Benti Gudeta, a lawyer of Woreda 10 in Addis Ababa, was arrested and disappeared on 5.1.98.
Fufa Duguma disappeared in late 1997 after his arrest in Addis Ababa.

Geremew Temesgen, disappeared after being taken from his home in Gudar town, west of Addis
Ababa in late 1997.2

Abdurazak Yusuf Omer, 28, a businessman and father of three was arrested in February 1997
and held without trial unti! 15 May 1998, latterly in Dire Dawa Civil Prison. Three days after his
release, while he was staying at Belay Hotel, Addis Ababa, security forces searched his home. He
has not been seen since that time.’

Imprisonment, intimidation and indoctrination

OSG has received the names of 105 QOromos who were detained on 5 February 1998. They were
part of a larger group detained in the current crackdown on Oromo human rights defenders, jour-
nalists and activists (see Press Release March-May,1998, No. 21 ). Among them were 25 univer-
sity graduates and 6 students.

The 105 people were arbitrarily detained and taken to Adama 100 Km south of Addis Ababa in
February and were held there for 30 days. They were accused of supporting the OLF, intimidated
and indoctrinated daily for 4-6 hours, together and individually. They were each interrogated and
told to sign a form from the Special Branch for Investigation (Maekelawi).

Photographs, finger prints, and personal details were taken and they were ordered not to support
the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF). Singers were told to sing songs praising the government party
and all were warned not to go to the meetings of the Matcha-Tulama Association {an Oromo self-
help organisation].

Most of them have been relcased but warned that they would be legitimate targets for extra-
judicial killing, if they supported the OLF or any other Oromo political party other than the gov-
ernment sponsored one.

Fifteen remain in detention in Adama (Nazareth), Woreda 1, Kebele 2, House number 280.2

On April 10, 46 Oromo living in Addis Ababa were reported to have been detained by govern-
ment security agents. Two days earlier, the office of the Human Rights League in Addis Ababa
was closed by government forces and all documents, files, computer and photocopier were confis-
cated. The detainees were all taken from their houses and working places without warrant and de-
tained for 24 hours. Photographs and fingerprints were taken and they were given strong warnings

! Action Alert, Committee to Protect Journalists, New York, 10.6.98.
2 Clandestine Human Rights group A, Addis Ababa, April 1998 report.
# Letter from his brother, now living in Minneapolis, USA, 13.6.1998.
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by security personnel not to be involved with the OLF. Names have been withheld by OSG, in
case of reprisals.*

The President of the Ethiopian Adventist College, Leta Bedesso, was abducted from the college
campus on 27 March and taken to Maikelawi Central (Special ) Investigation Centre in the capital.
He was transferred recently to Karchale Centra! Prison. He has not appeared in court. Neither Mr
Bedesso nor the college, situated about 250 km south of Addis Ababa, are known for any political
activity. A former pupil reported from the USA that he could only have been detained because he
is an Oromo in a prominent post.’

Amnesty International Update on Oromo Prisoners of Conscience

The following information is taken directly from an Urgent Action appeal issued by Amnesty In-
ternational on 15 May.

Beyene Abdi, 72, former judge; Beyene Belissa, 50, amputce, telecommunications manager;
Hussein Abdi, 50, Mecha Tulema Association office manager, former Ministry of Foreign Affairs
employee; Haji Sahlu Kafte, 62, retired civil servant, former Supreme Council for Islamic Af-
fairs member; Gabissa Lemessa, Save the Children Fund accountant; Tilahun Hirpasa, former
Oromo Relief Association official, ex-teacher, Zewde Chamada; Adam Hussen: Adugna Fitee;
Mohamed Wayu; Gadissa Boltossa; Addisu Beyene, Oromo Relief Association; Hailu Tar-
fassa Tasso, Church hostel manager

New names:  Gizaw Irana, medical doctor; Tsige Kebede (f), nurse; Zawditu Deressa (f),
nurse and 50 others.

The number of people imprisoned and charged with armed conspiracy in relation to their alleged
links with the Oromo Liberation Front now totals 65, including eight founding members of the
Human Rights League.

The charges carry penalties of between five years' imprisonment and death. It will not be known
whether the death penalty will be sought until fater in the trial, which is expected to last for many
months or more.

Some of the 65 are alleged to be fighters of the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF), while those named
above are accused of being members of clandestine OLF support groups.

The 65 include 31 people who were arrested in October and November 1997, among them three
journalists of the Urji newspaper (see UA 330/97, 23 October 1997, AFR 25/17/98, and updates
AFR 25/23/97, 28 November 1997; AFR 25/01/98, 8 January 1998). The additional 34 individuals
were arrested in March 1998. Among them are Gizaw Irana and Zawditu Deressa who were also
arrested in 1996 when police raided the "Gate of Life" private clinic looking for an OLF fighter
allegedly being treated there. One of the original 31 defendants, Tsige Kebede, also a nurse at the
clinic, had been arrested along with them.

The defendants now have access to families and legal representatives, though not in private. They
have attended several court hearings, but the hearings on a preliminary defence application have
been adjourned recently because of a lack of judges.

Amnesty International considers the Human Rights League officials and Urji journalists to be
prisoners of conscience who have not used or advocated violence, and believes that some of the
other defendants, such as the three health professionals, may also be prisoners of conscience.’

* Clandestine Human Rights group B, Addis Ababa, April 1998.
> Correspondence from former pupil of victim, Jefferson, Arizona, USA, 24.6.98.
¢ Amnesty International Urgent Action, AFR, 25/17/98, London, 15.5.98.
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Mekane Yesus Church bans Oromo language

On Feb.1,1998, the Oromo congregations of Guilalle and Entoto, Addis Ababa, were forbidden to

conduct church ceremonies in the Oromo language by the authorities of the Evangelical Church of
Mekane Yesus Church.”

EASTERN OROMIA REGION
Killings

In April, 1996, 12 Oromo, accused of supporting the OLF, were detained and tortured in Awaday
prison (E. Hararge). According to a co-detainee, they were killed by government security forces,
the following month.” .

Mohamed Abrasho, 42, a farmer and father of 7 children was killed in his home in Kombolcha
by government soldiers on 22 May 1996. Allegedly, he was suspected of being an OLF supporter.
Bahradin Sheik Roba, 34, from Kombolcha, was arrested on 24 June 1996 and severely tortured.
He died in his home on 6 September 1996 from effects of torture. Allegedly, he was suspected of
being an OLF supporter,

Mouktar Mohamed Abdoulahi, 42, mechanic, born in Dire Dawa, was imprisoned and tortured.
He died in his uncle’s house from the effects of torture on 7 April 1997. He was the cousin of the
correspondent. , _

Sani Mohamed, 33, merchant, died in Djibouti on 17 June 1997. He had been held in a military
camp in Dire Dawa on 25 February 1997 and had been severely tortured.

Kadir Youya, 26, student from Kebele 2, Ganda Qoree in Haromaya, E. Hararge, had been a
refugee in Djibouti since 1993. He returned to his home at the end of 1997, but was shot dead by
government sccurity forces on 4 January 1998, at 12.30 am on his way home from Dire Dawa. He
is reported to have been suspected of being an OLF agent.”

Disappearances

Mohamed Ahmed Yusuf, from Awaday, Hararge and father of 8 children, was arrested along
with three of his friends from his home in April 1996, accused of supporting the OLF. He was
detained and tortured in Awaday with 12 other Oromo. In May 1996 the 12 co-detainees were
killed (sec above). His wife, with their one year old baby, was arrested and detained in Awaday
prison. All their property, including their shop and their home, was confiscated. The children are
now homeless.

Mohamed’s whereabouts remain unknown since the killing of the other detainees.”

Hitria Haji Bushra, 33, businesswoman and mother of three, disappeared on 24 April from Dire
Dawa. Accused of being an OLF agent assigned to help political prisoners after helping her
brother-in-law who was imprisoned without trial, she vanished following a scarch of her home in
her absence. It is feared she may have been taken on her way home and imprisoned or killed.”

Imprisonment, torture, etc.

Mr Adem Nour Yusuf, a shop and hotel owner from Melka-Jeddu, near Dire Dawa, E Hararge,
with 8 children, was detained and tortured in 1992, 1994 and 1995, before fleeing to Kenva.

He was detained from 5.11.94 to 28.12.94 in Melka-Jeddu military camp after being beaten by
government armed security men who were unable to find incriminating material in his house.

They then took me, handcuffed, out of prison to the bush. They put a gun in my mouth and ear,
threatening to kill me if I did not tell them what they wanted to know. . . . Later they made me lie
down and fired an automatic rifle over me.

? Correspondence from brother of detainee, an Oromo refugee, Djibouti, 5.6.98,
® Correspondence from ex-husband, now living in Minneapolis, USA, 13.6.98.
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On 13 July 1995, he was seized by armed men in a Toyota Land
Cruiser. They started beating me with sticks, metal bars and gun
butts. I lost two teeth. They put me in the car and fook me fo the
military camp, where I was kept in a dark cell and interrogated
at gun point.

He was then transferred to Sebategna Military Camp, located in
Higher 1 Woreda, Kebele 5 in Dire Dawa. They blind folded and
took me to some abandoned house where they removed my blind
fold . . . and then started beating me until I fainted . . . They
threatened to kill me if I did not tell them what they wanted to
know. I denied any knowledge of what they wanted me to admit
about the OLF. They wanted me fo give them names of OLI
members and tell them where the OLF guerrillas were hiding.

On 21 October 1995 he was released with a warning. On 17 Adem Nour Yusuf
December 1995, at about 6.00 am. his house was surrounded by
soldiers. They opened fire, fatally wounding his niece, but he managed to escape and eventually
found refuge in Nairobi.”

Ramadan Umaro (Tunbush) and Mohamed Haji Alsamad were arrested in Kombolcha, E. Ha-
rarge, for allegedly supporting the OLF. Date unknown.

Tiahun Tefera Irana, street 2, Kebele 19, was detained in Karshale prison in Dire Dawa.

The following people were tortured, along with the correspondent, in the textile factory in Dire
Dawa.

Bekar Mohamed, 68, Kebele 19, was severely tortured and lost three teeth, He was asked to
bring his son, or otherwise be killed himself. He was held for 5 months.

Yousuf Mohamed Adem, 25, Kebele 14, a friend of the correspondent, was also detained and
tortured.

Ibsa Uamar and Ahmed Amew, close friends of the correspondent, remain in prison for alleg-
edly supporting the OLF,

Elias Ahmed, 24, brother of correspondent, was taken by security forces on 6 November 1995
from his home to Dhangago camp [near to the high school in Dire Dawal....They fied his hands
together with his feet, laid him on his front and lifted him off the ground with wooden poles in-
serted between his legs and hands. They put a gun fo his head. When they thought that he was
dead, they undressed him and laid him in the thorn bushes. In the morning we heard from a man
and went to the place. We took him to the Black Lion Hospital and also took him to the mental
hospital. He has been mentally ill since then.

Wahib Ahmed Abdoulahi, the correspondent, 22, from Dire Dawa, E. Hararge, was arrested and
tortured in February 1993, After a year in Djibouti he returned to Dire Dawa in June 1994,

He was detained and his shop plundered on 21 April 1995. He was taken at midnight and tortured
in the textile factory in Dire Dawa. He was interrogated about OLF supporters and Oromo Relief
Association workers for three hours.

He was asked, Where are your friends with whom you made sedition? Where are the workers of
ORA? You are a clerk for them during vacation time. You are a member of the OLF and support
them financially. After 20 days, he was transferred to Sabian camp. He says at night prisoners
were tortured and shot. They pulled my arms behind my back and tied my upper arms and wrists
so tightly with electric cable that it cut into my flesh. I stayed tied like that for a whole month. To-
day my left arm is stiff and I cannot stretch it. The scars on my upper arms and wrists are as clear
as tattoos.

? Correspondence from victim, Oromo refugee, Kenya, 25.5.98.
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After 9 weeks of torture, he was released. On 12 December 1995, Wahib wrote a letter to Am-
nesty International containing names and information of people who had been imprisoned, killed
or disappeared. He says, affer I put the letter in the post box, the soldiers came at night to my
house to kill me. They began harassing the family. His neighbours interfered and eventually per-
suaded the soldiers to leave.

Wahib and his family had four butcher shops with restaurants and a large fruit farm. Their prop-
erty was confiscated and distributed to pro-government party members.

Ahmed and Amin Abdusamed Ibrahim, older and younger brothers of 0SG’s informant, living
in the USA, from Kombolcha, E.Hararge, have both fled the area, following episodes of detention
and torture.

Ahmed, father of six, was a businessman who ran a delivery truck. He.was abducted in carly 1997
by TPLF soldiers, when getting out of his truck for lunch. He was taken to a local prison for one
week, where he was beaten and whipped with electric wire. He was transferred to another prison
from where he was released after six months following appeals by international non-governmental
organisations.

He was followed from town to town by government security men while conducting his business.
‘A few weeks’ afier his release, he was again detained, with two brothers. They were interrogated
and subject to food deprivation and ‘unsanitary’ conditions in prison, until Ahmed escaped in
October 1997. -

Amin was imprisoned for six months along with his older brother, and was similarly flogged with
electric wire and cventually released after pressure from NGOs. He was harassed and questioned
several times by security men and told by them that if there was any OLF activity locally he
would be kilted. Because of this threat he fled in late December 1997.

Neither brothers has been heard from since they fled and there are fears for their safety.'!

Abdurahman Abdella Shide, 30, a business-
man born in Masala town, Hararge was first
arrested and tortured between February and
March 1993. Mr Shide had been active during
the year of transition when the OLF were part
of the government. He liaised between the
Oromo Merchants Association and the OLF,
passing on voluntary contributions raised by the
group.

He was arrested from his garden by four sol-
diers, and in his words, was tied my upper arm
pit and pinned together bekind my back and
took me tfo the nearby bushes where there was
fresh and old skeleton of dead bodies near the
military detention camp. They staried beating
me with gun butts, kicking me with their boofs,
slapping me on the face repeatedly and whip-
ping me with a plastic whip.

4 1| ‘After fainting from his mistreatment, Mr Shide
- P I was taken to an illegal detention centre, where
Abdurahman Abdella Shide he was kept in a dark, underground cell. On 24

March 1993 he was transferred to Masal
Military Detention Camp, where he underwent further interrogation and torture, including immer-

19 Correspondence from relative and acquaintance of victims, and himself a victim, Djibouti, 3.5.98.
1 Correspondence from brother of victims, California, USA, 29.5.98.
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sion in cold water, flogging, being made to stand for hours, and having soldiers stamp on his
chest. He was released on 20 April 1994, after transfer to Hurso Detention Camp.

His property had been looted on the grounds that it belonged to the OLF. His brother, Mr Abdella
Shide, had been arrested by the militia on 20 July 1992 and not seen since, but the security forces
claimed that he was in the bush fighting the government, and being helped by Abdurahman.

On 3 January 1996, four days after reporting to the security office as required, he was visited at
home by government soldiers, around midnight. They broke down the door and just in front of the
door I was tied both hands behind my back and started beating me until 1 fainted. . . . because of
allegations that I was the one who brought OLF military to the EPRDF camp to attack them. In
fact I was out of this. The soldiers took him, handcuffed and blindfolded, along with seven other
prisoners to a vehicle in which they were to be moved by night. An OLF ambush allowed two of
the prisoners, including Mr Shide, to escape. He arrived in Kenya on 29 March 1998 .12

WESTERN OROMIA REGION

Killings

Samuel Tekola, was killed in Badessa Mismara, near Mendi town on 23 F cbruary.”
Imprisonment, torture, etc

The following were detained in Aira Guliso, Wallega, on 13 March:

Tesfaye Deressu, Administrator of the Aira Hospital

Megersa Tufa, student

Rev. Tolasa Hundie, Mrs Emantu Wirtu, Ephrem Zewudie, Ashadu Terefe, Wakshuma Tolassa ,
Megersa Tufa (student). '

Wakshuma Tolassa has been shot and is at Aira Hospital under custody.

Ten Oromos from Mugi district, Dolla village, have been in detention for over a year in Dembi
Dollo jail, Wallega, for allegedly supporting the OLF. The names have been given to OSG. Their
families are reported to be without support. One of the ten, Ms Birhane Etana, has been detained
for over 2 years since being arrested at her civil service office in Gambella town. She was held in
Dhidhessa Concentration Camp from 1992 - 94. Earlier this year, she was brought to the Oromia
Supreme Court in Addis Ababa, but has since been returned to Dembi Dollo.

Abdissa Deno Wosse, 74, has been held 9 months without trial. He was arrested by police in
Gimbi, Wallega, and after two weeks transferred to Addis Ababa central prison.”

SOUTHERN OROMIA REGION
Killings

The following two persons were reported to have been imprisoned in Chole, Arsi, on 7 November
1997 because of allegedly supporting the OLF (see Press Release March-May, 1998, No.22). It
has since been reported that they were killed by government forces on the day of arrest.

Imamu Ahmed, 32, farmer and father of 4, and

Sayida Dawodi.’

Imprisonment

132 Oromos have been illegally detained as alleged supporters of the OLF, in Assella prison, Arsi
province, for two years or more.

They are from the districts of Gololcha, Marti, Hidhate Gandaa, Aminya, Seeruu, Shirkaa, Asako
Jujjii5 Roobee, Xiyvo, Harar Zoon, Saaguree and Itayyaa. Their names and villages are on OSG
files.

12 Correspondence from victim, Nairobi, Kenya, June 1998.
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Boru Sheko Bati, 70+, farmer and a former field leader of the OLF in the time that they were part
of the transitional government, has been missing since his beating and abduction by local govern-
ment authorities in August 1995. He had been involved in the teaching of Qubeg, the Latin script
suited to the Oromo language, and seen as a symbol of Oromo nationalism.

When the OLF left the government and were attacked by government forces, he fled to Addis
Ababa and remained in hiding for two years. In 1994, he returned home following assurances
from the regional authority that he would not be subject to harassment, but a year later he was at-
tacked by government forces, beaten and taken to a detention camp.

At the time he was taken fo the Shakiso detention camp, the injury inflicted upon him was life
threatening. He was then removed from Shakiso, Borana, detention camp and secretly transferred

fo undisclosed place. . . . . no type of medical attention was given. . . . This occurred while he was
on the horse back travelling to Kibremengist town using a local route . . . (the area between
Solomo and Shakiso).

The Shakiso authorities subsequently attempted to return his blood-soaked clothes to family
members. During their quest for information, some of his family were detained by local authori-
ties, and warned on their release not to ask questions about their missing relative. Mr Bati, whose
home is the village of Yabitu in the municipality of Solomo in the Southern Oromia Region, spent
ten years in prison as a result of his resistance to the Derg and has never been an opponent of the
EPRDF. His family have tried every means to discover his whereabouts, or whether he is alive or
dead, but so far with no success." ‘

SOUTHERN PEQPLES REGION (Previously Sidama Region)

Imprisonment

Wansamo Wagayo, 56 and father of 14, farmer, living in the region of Hagere-Selam, left the area
following allegations of his being a supporter of the Sidama Liberation Movement in early 1997.
He returned home in February or March 1998 and was abducted from his home at 5.00 am on 1
May 98. He is currently being held in Hagere-Selam, but his family fear he will be transferred
further away, where they are unable to visit."*

DJIBOUTI

Imprisonment and beating

Wahib Ahmed Abdoulahi (see Eastern Oromia Region, Imprisonments, p.5) fled to Djiboutt in
Fobruary 1997 and, in August, opened a greengrocery shop with his brother-in-law, Mouktar
Bekar Osman in Bal Bala, Diibouti. On 12 January 1998, unknown men came and plundered the
shop and the materials. Wahib was arrested and beaten in Bal Bala Police Station for 5 days.
Since the refoulement of Oromo refugees from Diibouti earlier this year, neither the Djiboutt po-
lice nor agents of the Ethiopian government have reduced their harassment of Oromo there."

Refoulement and disappearance

Ali Omar ( also known as Ibrahim Ali Osman), refugee community leader, former university stu-
dent;

Sheikh Mussa Hassan Abdi (Souala), Islamic religious leader, former political prisoner;
Mourad Ahmed (Mustafa Salih) farmer;

Mohamed Yusuf;

Hassan Mohamed, farmer, disabled, and

Abdulwasi Ali were arrested in Djibouti 14 January 1998 and handed over to the Ethiopian

13 etters from Gemeda and Girija Boru, sons of the victim, now resident in Dallas, USA, 15.6.98.
14 Correspondence from son of victim, in exile in Kenya, 16.5.98.
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authorities. Their present whereabouts are not known. The six include a recognised refugee and
three asylum scekers known to UNHCR in Djibouti. "

GERMANY - FEAR OF DEPORTATION

Mesfin Jobir Gaso is under threat of being deported from Germany back to Ethiopia.

During the Transitional Government from 1991 to 1992, he openly supported the OLF by pro-
viding shelter at his hotel, and by giving medicine, clothing, and money. Mesfin was imprisoned
in Gimbi, Wallega province, from 15 January to 20 June 1994.

On 9 July 1996, his wife received information that their lives were in danger and advised him to
lcave. He fled the country on 21 July 1996.'

KENYA
Seeking protection

Gudeta Urgessa Bayissa, Sileshi Tolesa and Ms Birhane Takele are three journalists who have
fled from Ethiopia.

Gudeta Urgessa was the editor-in-chief and owner of Irreesaa Publishing Agency, Sileshh Tolesa
was his columnist and Ms. Birhane Takele was a reporter, In Ethiopia they had been interrogated
in Maikelawi Special Investigation Centre in Addis Ababa several times, taken to court and de-
tained for publishing material concerning persecution of the Oromo people.

After an arduous journey they arrived in Natrobi on 22 April. They are seeking UNHCR protec-
tion, but like many other Oromo in Nairobi, they have been put off for several months. They have
been told to wait until 8 July for a first appointment.

According to Gudeta Urgessa, the persecution of the Oromo is widely known to the UNHCR offi-
cials here in Nairobi, yet we couldn’t find someone who is ready to hear us. After 12 days of
travel by road we tried with disappointing results to solicit them for their kind assistance. They
simply sent us back into the unknown world of Nairobi.'”

SUDAN

Victims of repatriation

‘When I left my country, I threw a stone in the direction of my home, my birthplace, as a sym-
bol of my total decision not to return to a country in which I was tortured.’

“Throwing a stone in this sense towards one’s own country is a very serions and strong decision
for an Oromo to make. It means he has cancelled all his feclings for his home place. He has lost
his vision, his love for his country. This is a very sad end, for an Oromo to throw a stone towards
his birthplace.”

The following is a translated summary transcribed from a taped interview by Mr. Terfa Dibaba
with WA and G.Y. (full names withheld to protect families in Ethiopia), Khartoum, Sudan, Feb-
ruary 1998,

Terfa Dibaba: 1 come from Germany where | work with the Oromo Relief Association (ORA). [
have been working with the Oromo Relief Association here in Sudan for more than fifteen years.
Also in Germany, I work with refugees who reached there. . . . There is information that the
UNHCR, the Sudanese government and the Ethiopian government have reached an agreement to
repatriate Ethiopian refugees to their country. Recently, the Sudancse government announced that

!> Amnesty International Urgent Action, AFR 04/02/98, London, 8.5.98.
16 CorreSpondence from victim, an Oromo refugee, Munich, Germany. 3.6.98.
'7 Correspondence from victims, asylum seekers, Nairobi, Kenya, 19.5.98.
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all Ethiopian refugees should be sent back, the Oromo refugees. At the time when this discussion
~ took place, did any of you attend the conference? And what was your opinion on this plan?

W.A.: I have lived here in Sudan for the last 10 years. I left my country and home when Mengisiu

Haile Mariam was in power. . . . I came to Sudan to save my life. Following the coming of
EPRDF to power, I thought that our country would become a peaceful place. . ..

Some who were with us here for a long time went back home rather than living a refugee life. ...

Later, I received letters to say that the Oromo refugees who went back were not living in peace -
rather, many of them landed in prison. 1 received a letter saying ‘Don’f come here. It would be
better for you to stay there than to come back and die here.’

In time, some of those who went back home returned to save their lives after being imprisoned and
tortured. . . . They told me that it is dangerous and impossible to go back home at the moment. . . .

Finally, the Ethiopian government, the Sudan government and UNHCR held a meeting at which it
was decided that Ethiopia is peaceful, and we should be repatriated. I had the opportunity fo at-
tend the meeting as a refugee.

In November 1997 a representative of the Ethiopian government came to reassure the refugees

that there was peace at home and that they could return and work anywhere in the country. WA.

broached the subject of the letters he had received, pointing out that many returnees were impris-
oned.

I asked him, how then could we go back? He replied ‘Criminals and wrong doers should be im-
prisoned.’ This was a short answer. When we asked what type of criminals he meant, he did not

answer. . . . From the letters we were getting, the imprisonment of many Oromo was based on
their being able to speak pure Oromo . . . This was taken as indicating close relations with the
Oromo opposition movement in exile. . . . According to their understanding, criminal means any-

body who is conscious of being an Oromo . . . particularly if an Oromo returning from a foreign
land is considered a supporter of the OLF. All Oromo in foreign countries are criminals and
should be imprisoned or re-educated,

Terfa Dibaba then asked whether W.A. knew of anybody who had gone home and then returned to
Sudan recently, W.A. dirccted him to G.Y., who had not long since retumned to Sudan.

G.Y.:... After I had lived in the Sudan as a refugee for many years I decided to go back home.
When I arrived home, I decided to move to Dire Dawa to do some work in order to earn my living.
After being asked for his identity card, G.Y. confided in a person he considered a close friend that
he had come from Sudan.

The following night the officers came and put me into prison. They beat and tortured me, forcing
me to tell anything that they wanted to know. 1 was kept in prison for three months. By bribing the
officers I was able to come out.

G.Y. then explained how he made his way to Humera, trailed by the sccurity forces, and by pre-
tending to be a madman, escaped from there to cross the Kuburi checkpoint, which was unmanned
when he reached it

This time I was on the Eritrean side. It is difficult to pass the other side because the Sudanese are
also tightening their security control. Between-the Eritrean and the Sudan border there is the river
Gash. 1 took off my clothes and swam the river. With only my pants, I came to Kasala and begged
for clothing. I was able to come here just a month ago.

Asked why he had gone back home in the first place, G.Y. replied:

I heard that there is peace and justice, and anybody can work and earn a living and do business. I
was a long fime away as a refiugee in a foreign country, away from my relatives. So believing what
1 heard, I went back home. . . . We were about 7,000 altogether. They dropped the Tigreans at
Shire, the Amhara at Gonder and the Oromo at Finfinne [Addis Ababa] We were in Gondar two
days. . .. Iwent to Dire Dawa to start my own business and care for my life. Dire Dawa is a place
where people are imprisoned and where human rights are violated. Every night there is a killing.
There are no Oroma who willingly support what the government is doing there, but one has to
obey at gunpoint or be imprisoned. They put you under pressure in order to gef what they expect
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from you. . . . I'wrote a confidential letter o my parents, and my father, brothers and sisters came
to visit me. I was not able to visit them at my birthplace because it was known I had been in Su-
dan, and the security forces might have killed me. Also, my parents warned me not fo visit them.
Because of my absence, my father was imprisoned and interrogated and my mother was killed. 1
am still suffering from the beating and torture I got from the security forces.

Turning again to W.A., Dibaba asked whether reports of such experiences had affected the desire
of Oromo to return home.

W.A.... .. during the last repatriation meeting, not a single Oromo took part. That means all are
afraid of being repatriated fo Ethiopia. . . . Early last year an Oromo lady went back as a Somali.
She had a Somali passport. . . . ar Humera she disappeared because she was suspected of being
Oromo and not a Somali. After many difficulties, she was released because of her Somali connec-
tions. After that, there were many Oromo who were put info prison in Ethiopia when they were
caught on their way back to Sudan. . . . For instance, persons known to me by the names of
Bushara Mohamed, Ashalew Kazali and Mohamed Gazali have been disappeared.

Dibaba: Do you know of anybody who went back and is living peacefully?

W.A.: There is no one! For instance, a man I know by the name of Mohammed Abdul Rahiman
was repatriated during the first round. He is still in prison in Eastern Hararge. Two men and a
woman were imprisoned at the bus station and are still in prison after two years. . . . I can’t re-
member all of them [people who repatriated with UNHCR agreement and are now in prisor] butf to
mention a few: Mohammed Abdul Rahiman is in prison in Harar; Mecca, Amanuel, Wande, Idris.
Those who disappeared are Kazali, Mohamed Gazali and Aschalew. . . .

To have a UNHCR identity card is no guarantee of protection against imprisonment. . . . being an
Oromo in exile can be a reason to be sent io jail. If such people are ever released, they have to
report to the police station daily. If they escape again to the Sudan, their parents and relatives
would be harassed and imprisoned. . . . we are getting letters from friends that if we go back home
it would be too risky for us and for our parents. Of those who went back home, there is only one
young man from Asosa who now lives peacefully in a good situation in Addis Ababa, because his
father is half Tigrean and half Oromo. . . . Even he has been imprisoned and released several
fimes.

Questioned as to whether he thought there was any hope for democracy in Ethiopia, or whether it
was possible to lead a normal and peaceful life there based on the reports he was getting,
W.A said:

This democracy propaganda is only for foreigners. . . . You see, if you are a government sup-
porter, you can do that {lead a normal life]. But if you have your own way of thinking you are un-
der surveillance. Those who were EPRDF fighters are armed and making business. At the same
time they observe and watch the local people.

When it comes to putting a person in a position, they don't allocate any key posifions to non-
Tigreans. The OPDO [Oromo Peoples Democratic Organisation — the government Oromo party]
themselves are not trusted and key posts are occupied by Tigreans. For instance an OPDO Oromo
imprisoned me. The OPDO guards took me fo the Tigreans. The OPDQ Oromo who imprisoned
me was not able to release me. The OPDO members are used as tools to rule over the other peo-
ple. In reality OPDO officers possess no power at all. . ..

The theory and principles of democracy, which all democratic countries follow, were copied on a
paper by the Tigrean government, But there is not a single point which is taken info practice. . . .
They say that there is a free press, but why are there a lof of journalists in prison? They say that
every nation and nationality in Ethiopia can decide its affairs, and even have self-determination.
But in fact their armed men would crush those who struggle for their rights. Therefore you can
only live in that land if you support the government. There is no democracy for those who demon-
strate against Wovane [Tigrean soldier]. For instance, they imprison the journalists of Utji, they
imprisoned the journalists of Tobia and burned down their office.
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Pointing out that harassment of Oromo was not limited to those at home, W.A. cited instances of
Oromo refugees who had been attacked and sometimes killed after expressing anti-Tigrean senti-
ments by people he believed to be agents of the Ethiopian government within Sudan.
We are persecuted in a foreign country. . . . We are living in a state of fear. . . . We are appealing
t0 the world community about Oromo refugees in Sudan. We are neglected. We who live here as
refigees who want to return to our country when we have a right fo live as human beings. Per-
haps the Oromo who live there [in the West] may have more influence than us. . . . We ask Oromo
living in western countries fo appeal for the rights of the Oromo People and put the Tigrean gov-
ernment under pressure.
Did W.A. believe that those who support the Tigrean government could be convinced of the se-
vere violations of human rights there?
Yes, with the help of evidence. For instance, I hardly recognised my friend Samar. We were fo-
gether for a long time in Khartoum. He showed me his body where they tortured him. He went
back home, not with fircarms, but with the repatriation programme. Such cases are evidence that
there is no democracy in the land. When he met me, he said he was surprised lo see me alive. He
said ‘T am alive too, but until Oromia shall be free, I shall never go back - rather I will die here.
Let the land be for them’

Persecution in Ethiopia — a personal account

The following extract is taken from a letter written last month by a young Oromo woman mn
Showa, central Ethiopia, to her cousin who is seeking asylum in Germany. Her father disappeared
three years ago.

At present T am worried above all about the day to day deteriorating conditions in the country.
The plight and tragedies of Oromo nationals is worsening from day to day through widespread
campaigns of detentions, killings and all other kinds of misfortunes imposed on them by the
government forces. I can say, there is no Oromo moving from place to place. The usual residence
houses are becoming ‘prisons’ as the regular prisons are becoming overcrowded. In such
prevailing conditions and thinking of the future fate of Oromia and my own destiny, I can't
imagine a life. But I am still existing with the slightest hopes for what the coming days may bring.
Regarding my father's case, I still don't have any significant news since my previous letter. Bur1
heard from an unconfirmed source, that he was in Homacho. |The Korean-built munitions factory
in the town of Homacho, a few kms from Ambo, is a notorious illegal detention centre, allegedly
holding over 100 “disappeared” individuals}]. I also took this information to the branch office of the
Red Cross Society and told them while expressing my grave concerns and worries about his
wellbeing. They told me that they will discuss the issue and report the information o a concerned
delegate, for further action. They also took my name and other personal data so that they can use
it, if asked by the higher officials about the source of the information. 1 have got no information
since then.

On the other hand, they [EPRDF security forces] are looking for evidence for allegations, to get
justification in order to persecute me. They are alleging that I am an OLF fanatic and they synthe-
size the reasons as. - she is listening to OLF radio, and only Oromo song casseties. This was tfold
to me by an acquaintance in the police. I can't do any thing. They can make me whatever they
like, even without creating such allegations. But I am still alive by the mercy of almighty God.

In recent days they started gathering the youths [from around Ambo]. They take them to Adama,
where they give them a kind of political rehabilitation lesson, while the parents worry about
where their children have gone.

Some of the youths who took part in the program told me ‘They said "Don’t be foolish, OLF is a
false organization. They (the members of OLF) are enjoying life in Europe and live comfortably
there. They deliberately get you executed by EPRDF forces, but you don 't understand that” and
other like propagandas, while they invited us to food and drink and we relaxed’.
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