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Human Rights Abuses in Ethiopia

The Oromia Support Group is a non-political organisation which attempts to raise awareness of
human rights abuses in Ethiopia. OSG lobbies western governments to withdraw support from the
Ethiopian government until it abides by its constitution which guarantees human rights and self-
determination for all peoples of Ethiopia.

OSG has now reported 2,509 extra-judicial killings and 795 disappearances of civilians sus-
pected of supporting groups opposing the government. Most of these have been Oromo people.
Scores of thousands of civilians have been imprisoned. Torture and rape of prisoners is common-
place, especially in secret detention centres, whose existence is denied by the government.
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ACADEMICS REPORT COERCION AND TORTURE

Two high level academics wrote to OSG, in September and November 1999, of their persecution
by the Ethiopian government and of the effect of the war effort on that persecution.

One was a Chief Librarian and Dean of Students, and the other a Head Teacher and deputy head
of a Zonal Education Office.

Writes M, ‘On July 22 1992, government security personnel came to my office suspecting that I
was a collaborator with the OLF. They took me to the nearby Police Training Centre and terribly
interrogated me, . . . T was held without charges or court appearance at Mokod/Homacho bullet
factory near Ambo, West Showa [a notorious detention centre|, without warrant or trial and no
family contact. On the way to prison I was brutally beaten with rubber and a gun, but torture fol-
lowed.

During the day, they tied both my hands together, put sugar on my body and left me for flies
and the sun for a long time.

I was also exposed to psycho-trauma, when I saw those innocent Oromos being tortured and
killed.

I was re-arrested on 5 October 1997, while visiting my parents. They took me to Shashamane
Karchale. After ten days they transferred me to Ambo (Mokod).’

‘Sick from torture’, he was released on 25 December 1997 after paying a 20,000 Birr bond.
“The condition was to be killed at the place if I am found away from my home area and also if T in-
volve myself with OLF activities.’

‘Zone officials told me to organise my students to go for a demonstration against Fritrea and the
OLF, but about 300 Oromo students refused to go. EPRDF agents suspected that I agitated the stu-
dents not to go. On 12 April at midnight, my house was raided by TPLF security men, They
knocked but didn’t wait before breaking the door and coming inside.” He was roughly bandled and
taken to Mokod factory again, until escaping and abandoning his life’s savings and house.

Writes BK, ‘From June to August 1995, the TPLF made a screening campaign to wipe out Oromos
who are suspected to be members or supporters of the OLF, from certain offices and residential
areas. Accordingly, from 1-7 June, general assemblies of workers at the zonal office were called. At
this meeting, they enforced me and other suspected Oromos to expose ourselves as members or
supporters of the OLF, But I have nothing to expose.

. « . After this meeting, policemen came to my home with their guns, put my family in terror,
investigated everything in the home and took 21 books, 18 cassette tapes as documents of the OLF,
and 1500 Birr as it is money collected for the OLF.’

After being taken to the zonal police station, ‘on the same night, they load me on a car to an un-
known place which I later identified as Tereeta at Shirka Woreda . . . in the gorge where small
military groups camped with a small number of prisoners. There, they put me in a separate room.
The next morning, they took me to the thick forest and ordered me to remove my shoes and coat
‘and started punishing me severely with forced exercises on that desert and sandy soil. My fingers
started bleeding. I was not able to move. They beat me severely but whatever they do and order,
my dead body was not able. . . . Finally, I was forced to walk on my knees. This punishment con-
tinued for three days . . . I was not able to tell them what they wanted.’

A month later, he was released.

“The incident that forced me into exile was the April 1999 campaign to mobilise the students of
grade 11 and 12 to the war front . . . On 3 April, a military group including zonal cadres came to



my office . . . and ordered me to convene a general meeting. They also ordered me to make a
speech for mobilisation, to convince my students and teachers. I disagreed with this approach and
told them to do it themselves. But . . . they forced me to do it. I finally accepted to cross this trap
systematically, and 1 did what I should do to save my children before the meeting.

On 4 April the meeting was held. I opened the meeting by addressing the guests and telling their
reason for coming . . . and I passed the floor to them. Then they start a speech of mobilisation. The
students shouted at the speaker and forced him to quit his speech. They stood against the call, with
their teachers and moved out by force, throwing stones at us on the presidium. Things became
worse. Policemen soon arrived and started chasing the students, shooting their guns to frighten and
stop them . . . Finally, with reinforcements they put some teachers and students in prison.’

Flders negotiated their release one day later, with individual guarantees.

‘On 7 May, Ireceived a letter that suspended me from my post. On 10 June, Ireceived another
letter that dismissed me from my profession,

In addition, on 18 July, the security force imprisoned some popular students and teachers who
protested the campaign. They were in search for me with a letter of enforcement.’

He escaped and later learnt that he had been named during the interrogation and torture of the
students, and charged on twelve counts — “fabricated to imprison me’.

An Addis Ababa University student wrote from Kenya on 8 January. He urged that his identity be
kept secret, He was detained and tortured in Borana province, after being sent for, by local
authorities, for two months in 1998, He named two graduates whose degree certificates had been
withheld because of suspected support for the OLF, three whose movements on campus were re-
stricted, and three others who had been forced to flee to Kenya because of persecution due to sus-
pected sympathy with the OLF. The detention of ‘many’ students on the border at Moyale is re-
ported on p. 12,

ADDIS ABABA AND CENTRAL OROMIA REGION

Imprisonment, harassment and torture

EUK wrote on 4 October 1999. He graduated from Addis Ababa University in Library and Infor-
mation Science in 1990 and worked as head of district for the ministry of Culture and Sport in Arsi
province.

On 4 January 1992, six months before the OLF were forced out of representation in govern-
ment, he was abducted. “They took me from the office to the nearby military camp and beat me
bitterly for the first consecutive days. Then they transferred me to Adelle military camp from
Robe. They were questioning as if I was an organiser for OLF, supplier of provisions, information,
food, medicine, bullets, financial assistance and the like.

Of course, I was exerting all my efforts to support the OLF due to its genuine political outlook.
[ This was at a time when the OLF were legally representing the Oromo in the transitional govern-
ment.] In Adelle military camp I was questioned and made believe that OLF was misleading people
and creating conflict between the Oromo people and others in the empire. Three detainees and
OLF members named Ahmed Mohammed, Ibsa Dhuguma and Tolosa Lama were
killed in front of me. I was warned wherever I go not to talk about these individuals’ death. As
they could not find any evidence against me, they released me by last warning like not to go far, not
to approach anybody, to report to their office weekly and the like.’




When the OLF left government in mid-1992, he fled to Addis Ababa and started working for a
non-governmental development organisation. Three of his staff members and he were detained on
10 April. ‘First they checked my house, they collected some Oromo cassettes and writings’ — fa-
miliar reading,

I was detained in the Central Investigation Centre located in Finfinnee [ Maikelawi Special Inves-
tigation Centre in Addis Ababa]. While I was there, [ was bitterly tortured with electric wire. Due
to this excessive torture, one part of my face has a nerve disorder. I have been in medical follow up
. . . lam suffering from it.’

After being transferred from place to place, he was released on 15 August 1997.

‘Their main reason [for detaining him| was that we, the employees of this NGO, are Oromo

‘dominant and proud of our language to teach our children with their vernacular. They suspect us as
OLF supporters and members.

On 12 May 1999, while I was in an educational workshop in Adama, my spouse phoned me to
say that my friends, who had been imprisoned formerly, were again arrested and I was told they
were searching for me. Then T decided to escape.’

He abandoned his home and belongings, worth 60,000 Birr.

EKL wrote on 10 October 1999 of his 16 month detention in Asella, Arsi province. After two
months in a military camp, he was transferred to Asella civil prison, where he spent from 16 Sep-
tember 1997 to 18 January 1999. He was fortunate to have his detention positively considered by
Asella Regional Court and again fortunate that the court order, for him to be transferred to civil
prison, was honoured. He was eventually released on bond.

BB was a 37 year old civil servant, working at a zonal office of the Ministry of Law since 1990. He
also wrote, on 3 December 1999, of his detention in Asella civil prison, to where he was trans-
ferred from Hurso military camp, where he had been detained from 20 February 1992. Thus he
was detained five months before the OLF were outlawed and withdrew from government. He was
released on 16 November 1993. He spent another two years in Asella civil prison, from 1994 to
1996,

Disappearance, rape and death

An Oromo in exile wrote in December last year, ‘My other two biological brothers, Abdo Be-
daso Dedefo and Kasim Bedaso Dedefo, working with the Ministry of Finance at regional level
and with the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting at federal level respectively, were taken
from their offices . . . [in Arsi province, early 1997] and I still do not know their where-
abouts. . ..

[TThe rest of my biological relatives also became prison and torture victims. My 13 year old sister,
Damitu Bedaso Dedefo, was also taken from home and immediately taken to prison. She was
raped, intimidated, abused, tortured and mistreated there and finally got pregnant. I was informed
that she died from uterus immaturity . . . after she was transferred to Oromia police commis-
sion,

GB wrote on 11 November, He is 54 and had been held in detention in Maikelawi Special Investi-
gation Centre in Addis Ababa by the Dergue, from 1978 to 1987,




On 25 November 1992, ‘1 was detained for ten days with two friends of mine. After torture we
were fortunately released, but after a month I'lost one of my released friends whose name is
Yosef Ayale whom I believe possibly killed.’

He was held in Maikelawi, threatened and interrogated ‘by a police commissioner called Haran-
shi’ until midnight 10 February 1994. He was detained for a month at the end of 1994 in Region 14
police commission, in the capital, and released on bail.

‘As it was stated in Addis Zemen, one of the government’s newspapers, in May 1998, 1am
wanted to be arrested by the government still.’

EASTERN OROMIA REGION

Prisoner of war tortured and condemned to death

Tigrean radio reported on 1 February that the mobile court of Oromia Regional State had passed
the death sentence against the former commander of the Islamic Front for the Liberation of Oromia
(IFLO), Jibril Musa, formerly of Miesso, W. Hararge.

Dinu Hasnu and Sani Ali Musa, from Habro, were sentenced to 15 years hard labour.

According to statements by witnesses, he had difficulty walking and speaking, due to being tor-
tured while being held in solitary confinement for the last seven years. He was refused legal repre-
sentation and the right to be heard in his own Janguage. He was not allowed to defend himself or
call defence witnesses.

Killings

Zeytu Aliyi and Mohammed Kassim, wife and son of an OSG correspondent, from Robe, Bale
province, were shot dead on 26 July 1992 in their home, by government security men. The corre-
spondent (KHG), a 56 year old father of 15, survived his bullet wounds and evaded the security
forces until he was captured in Addis Ababa in june 1999. He was transferred to 2 military camp in
Bale, where he reported being severely tortured and kept for five months.

Sali Abdullahi Mica, father of six, Soddomagoromisra village, Miesso, W, Hararge, shortly after
the death of a government cadre on 21 June 1999, was shot dead when soldiers surrounded and
fired upon the village and came to his house. He was killed because he would not reveal the where-
abouts of his older brother, whom the soldiers sought. His older brother reported the incident to
OSG in December 1999,

Flight from forced conscription

KMA, elder brother of NMA, IMA and AMA, aged 17, 16 and 15 years, wrote in December of
their escape from forced consaription. The three young men were 8-1 it grade students in the
Chiro area of W. Hararge.

In April 1999, students from villages and towns in W. Hararge were forcibly gathered in Chiro
stadium. They were taken under armed guard to Hurso camp for three months military training.
‘When they left their local place, the families and people of the neighbouring area were crying and
shouting at the government troops.’




The youngsters escaped during transfer and reached their brother’s house in Addis Ababa. They
lived in hiding until armed security men from Chiro care to the house in the capital on 3 October,
six months later, The escapees were not at home but their grandmother and two small children
were beaten by the security men. They then fled from the country with their elder brother, who
was forced to abandon his job and property.

Repeated persecution, killings and flight

HMH wrote on behalf of 2 group of refugees in Kenya, on 16 October 1999, of their twice being
forced into exile, of killings and persecution.

The group fled to Somalia in 1979 because family members were being ‘interrogated, detained,
killed and brutally beaten’ by the Dergue military regime. They lived in a refugee camp at Qoryole
until fighting in Somalia forced them to Kenya in 1991,

They voluntarily returned to Ethiopia, to Ginir, Bale province, ‘in belief of having peace, secu-
rity’. ‘Later on the EPRDF government security men arrested us (46 people). They also started to
kill our colleagues at night for no reason’ and they were warned not to get involved with the OLF.

‘Among us, 16 people were detained and finaily killed in different places while another 30 peo-
ple who were saved from this brutal action escaped to Kenya through Mandera border. In another
operation 23 people were shot dead by the security forces of the carrent government of Ethiopia.’

Because of insufficient detail in this report, these killings have not been included in the total known
to have been killed by the current regime.

Imprisonment, torture and looting

Scores of individual accounts from victims of arbitrary detention and torture continue to be re-
ceived by OSG. Space permits only the inctusion of a few typical accounts in any detail.

MAM, a 40 year old farmer, trader and father of 15 from Miesso, W. Hararge, wrote on 9 Decem-
ber of his repeated detention and torture. He was first taken from his house to a military camp in
Miesso on 5 June 1992 — before the OLF were forced to withdraw from the transitional govern-
ment. From there, he was transferred to Chiro (October to December 1992) and thence to under-
ground cells in Harar military camp, E, Hararge, until March 1993. He was then held for nearly
one year in Hurso camp detention centre.

He describes his treatment thus:

‘In all places of detention they subjected me to various physical and mental tortures. I was
beaten by siphon tubes, gun butt and barrel, punched and kicked until [ lost consciousness. { was
injured on my right side with a Bowie knife.” His right hand was broken, his nose was broken by
gun barrel, his face and teeth were damaged and he was subject to ‘pulling both hands backward,
tightened by an electric wire’.

‘In the meantime, . . . my belongings both in cash and kind, my domestic animals and many
quintals of grain were confiscated, saying they were property of the OLF.” He owned 15 oxen, 10
cattle and 85 sheep and goats.

‘It was due to my service both as a chairman of our Peasant Association and an effective leader of
a democratically elected committee of elders, under the area controlied by the OLF.’

¢ . .. my six months pregnant wife was beaten until she aborted her foetus . . .’




He was accused of continuing support of the OLF and detained in military camps in Miesso and
Chiro from 1 May 1996 to 1 August 1998,

‘In addition to the torture methods of the previous round, new kinds were used onme . . .

1. The beating of my genitalia and the hanging by ropes of bottles full of  water on
them. Due to this [ acquired difficulties when urinating and urination with blood.
2. My body is burned by drops of flaming melted polythene shopping bags.

As before, my belongings were confiscated again for the same reason. [In another letter, he es-
timated his losses to be 96,000 Birr.] One of my plots of land was annexed and divided between
two pro-government militia men, named Abdalla Tbro-Roba and Ahmad Mussa Malaga.

.. . I'wasreleased . . . on precondition of:

¢ avoiding every pro-OLF activity
e monitoring my Peasant Association and reporting to the government any new ac-
tivities [ observed or noticed

© reporting of my presence by signing weekly attendances.’

TEM and her husband were first detained and tortured in 1993, because of their support for the
OLF, according to an email received from a close friend of the family in the USA, on 31 January.
She was detained for 6 months, her husband for 14 months. Their property was confiscated in
August 1994.

In March 1997, while her husband was in hospital, government soldiers surrounded their house
and opened fire. She was wounded and left for dead. Her baby died instantly. She recovered in
hiding, in Hirna, Hararge.

In September 1998, she was again detained, in Adas military camp, She was repeatedly beaten
and tortured and was forced to cook for the soldiers, following them in the forest. She was treated
‘almost like a slave woman’, according to OSG’s informant. People were executed in front of her,
while she was warned that she would face a similar fate if she did not confess to supporting the
OLF.

When she escaped in April 1999, she was pregnant. She gave birth in exile.

AHS, 55 yr old businessman from Deder, E. Hararge, was accused of supporting the OLF and he
and his wife were imprisoned in Deder in May 1996. All his property was confiscated and he was
bankrupted. Two of his sons were detained and disappeared. His fifteen year old daughter was
raped and executed. The information was received as an email from arelative in the USA, on4
February 00.

Reporters sans frontiéres, Paris, reported via IFEX- News (International Freedom of Expression
Community) on 11 January, the continued detention and mistreatment of a Djibouti journalist
working for the opposition newspaper La République. Amir Adaweh was detained in Harar, E, Ha-
rarge, seven months previously, while there on holiday.

'The organisation reported that he was being kept in harsh conditions and that he had recently
been injured by gunfire to his legs and had been taken to hospital.

FMO, 41 year old mother of 12, from Harameysa, E. Hararge, wrote in November 1999, that in
1993, ‘the TPLF soldiers invaded our house, took father of my children, who has since disap-
peared. That afternoon, after my husband, Mohammed Hassan Ibrahim was captured, they took
me to our grocery claiming we had hidden OLF weapons, money and medicine, and then to jail.




They plundered our store. When my brother was selling in the shop, he refused to allow them to
plunder, they killed him immediately.’

She was detained and tortured in a textile factory for three months before being transferred to
Sebatenya military camp until 1996, when she was released after paying 10,000 Birr. She had by
then developed diabetes.

She was again detained in late 1998 and held in ‘the first police station’. Six months later, se-
verely ill from torture, she escaped on her way to a clinic.

NH, now living with her five surviving children in exile, was widowed when her husband, detained
since 1992, died of TB in 1995. She was herself detained in 1993 because she had accused govern-
ment soldiers of killing her five year old daughter and her eight year old relative when they attacked
her hotel in 1992. She was tortured severely before being released two years later, when her hus-
band died in detention.

In carly 1999, following local military successes of the OLF, her house was again attacked. She
and her children were visiting a sick relative and escaped.

AHA, a 29 year old agriculture graduate from Haromaya (Alemaya) University, from Hirna, W.
Hararge, wrote on 6 October of repeated detention and torture. When a civil servant in Jimma,
Illubabor, he was detained with many others in the first wave of detentions of suspected OLF sup-
porters in 1992, and held in Jimma police station and military camp. After release, he worked in
Gelemso, W. Hararge at the end of 1992. There he was pursued by government security men who
urged him in vain to join the government Oromo organisation. He was threatened with death if he
continued pro-OLF activities.

“They did not accept what I told them, and they arrested me on 3 January 1994, at midnight.’

At Gelemso military camp he was tortured by baving his arms tied tightly behind his back. He
was beaten with a ‘rubber whip and gun butts’, sticks, feet and fists, His legs were bent back and
tied to his hands, a ball of cloth stuffed into his mouth and he was whipped with electric wire and
plastic ropes. He was immersed in cold water.

After being transferred to Chiro military camp, the torture continued with his being made to
carry a 70-80 kg boulder on his shoulders up hill, while being beaten to semi-consciousness. He was
buried up to his neck while shots were fired over his head.

“They tied a scissor like material on my private parts . . . like a bull castrating scissor.

One day at midnight I was taken to a big gully . . . with my friends. I'have seen my friends shot
dead in front of me,’

He was released on 7 May 1994 and got work with a foreign NGO at Garamulata, where again
he was harassed. On 29 June 1996, he was forced to hand over his vehicle to government soldiers,
After they were ambushed by the OLF later, he was blamed for setting up the attack and was taken
to ‘King Iyasu’s detention house’ and tortured before again being transferred to the underground
facility in Harar military camp,

On 14 November 1997, he was released, but detained again from October to December 1998,
when pressure from his employers obtained his release. He moved and got a job with another
NGO, before being again abducted on 18 May 1999 and taken to Harar and then Gelemso military
camps. ‘There, we were nine in one room. Four of my friends were taken one by one at night on
different days’ not to return. He escaped on 17 June.

‘l am now partially paralysed’, incontinent of urine from genital torture and ‘mentally and
physically ill’ he wrote.




JAA, a 32 year old, was forced to live in Dire Dawa, E. Hararge, having had to flee his native town
of Boke because of government persecution and torture of his father. He had set up a grain business
with his own mill, store and shop and he financially supported the OLF when they administered
Dire Dawa during their presence in the transitional government in 1991/2. He wrote to OSG on 3
January, of the persecution of his family and himself. Two of his brothers were arrested on 25 July
1992 and ‘disappeared until now’.

He was detained in Harar camp from 16 April to 3 November 1996, where he was tortured and
received multiple injuries. After his release on the usual conditions, he found his wife had been
beaten and his grain and property had been confiscated because it ‘belonged to the OLF’. He lost
49,500 Birr.

Around 8 pm on 7 March 1997, government troops took him Sebatenya camp in Dire Dawa. He
was eventually released on 21 May 1999, from Dire Dawa federal prison.

On 20 July he was hunted for a third time, He and his brother were hiding at a cousin’s house
when government soldiers found ther. They ran off, but his brother was shot and captured.

A similar account was given by MAB in his letter of 25 November, A 25 year old from Katfa Chale,
Hararge, he also ran a successful grain business and supported the OLF during transition. Two of
his brothers were in detention by the time soldiers came to his house at midnight on 1 January
1993. He and his father were severely beaten and the house was searched. They were taken to Gu-
rawa military camp, from where his father disappeared.

After two years of threats, beating and interrogation, he was released on the usual conditions.

He was abducted a second time, by three soldiers, from his shop on 10 May 1996, held in soli-
tary confinement in an underground cell at Harar camp and tortured for five months. ‘I had to go
directly home and remain silent about my tribulation in the hands of government soldiers’ he
wrote.

‘At around noon on 5 July 1998, five armed EPRDF soldiers raided my grain store and arrested
me. They looted several sacks of grain, beat me up and terrorised employees and customers.’ He
was tortured at Adale military camp, with the standard techniques of tying, suspension, whipping,
water bottles attached to his genitals, walking on his knees on gravel and ‘often times threatening to
kill me by pointing a pistol at my head or inserting it into my mouth’. He escaped on 23 February.

Sixty one year old Sheik MSS wrote on 2 December. He left his home in Habro, W. Hararge, for
religious education in Cairo. He taught Arabic and Islam in Somalia, having suffered discrimination
in Ethiopia, and remained in Somalia until the civil war forced him out. He returned to Habro in
1991 and continued to liase with and support the OLF.

He wrote, ‘Soon after OLF left our area, the EPRDF troops . . . started to arrest and kill
Oromo people for supporting the OLE. . . . EPRDF armed forces came to my house . . . arrested
me and looted my properties worth 95,000 Birr, which I had reserved for the upkeep of my fam-
ily.” He was detained at Milkayee military camp for five months and tortured ‘seriously’. Onre-
lease, he was ordered to remain near his home, but found his family had dispersed. He fled to Addis
Ababa.

In August 1999, he was taken at night from his home to Tori Hayloch camp in the capital, where
he was repeatedly tortured until unconscious. He became confused and was released on 3 Septem-
ber ‘with their usual warning that I should not tell anyone what had been done to me and that my
movement was restricted to my home’.




Journalist and broadcaster, 36 year old JMA, wrote in November of his periods of detention be-
cause of broadcasting pro-Oromo material during the transition period. He was taken from his stu-
dio and tortured at Tori Hayloch camp in Addis Ababa for three months, from 30 May 1992. His
torture continued for nine months at Harar military camp, named by him as Misrak-izi, from Sep-
tember to June 1993. He was then transferred to Sebatenya military camp in Dire Dawa. In Sep-
tember 1993, he escaped into the street and shouted that he was about to be killed, in English, Am-
haric and in the Oromo tongue.

After a few minutes he was captured and severely tortured, incurring injuries to his spine and
mental and physical ailments which still trouble him, He was transferred to Hurso after being vis-
ited by ICRC in March 1994, when he heard his death had been reported by the BBC and VOA. He
was released in May and escaped further detention until August 1998, when he was taken to
Aratenya camp, in the capital.

He was held until release with the usual warnings and being told to sign at the security office
every two weeks, on 19 July 1999, He then fled the country.

UUG, a 21 year old shop owner from Lege Oda, E. Hararge, wrote in December of his support for
the OLF and of his detention in Kotton near Dire Dawa on 4 September 1995. This is one of many
notorious centres for torture and he received several of the standard torture methods before his
mistreatment continued at Shinile — another notorious torture centre — for a further six months. He
was translerred to Dire Dawa federal prison in February 1996, from where he was taken for tor-
ture at intervals until his release in January 1999,

Five months later, on 13 June 1999, soldiers were seeking him at his home, birthplace, work
and at the homes of relatives. He reported narrowly escaping from troops, by mingling with a
crowd, before fleeing the area.

AAR, a 29 year old from Garamulata, Hararge, reported his detention and torture in Dire Dawa
police headquarters and federal prison from April 1996 until 30 May 1998. On 1 January 1999,
when OLF fighters were addressing villagers in his house, government troops attacked, killing five
civilians and three fighters. He and two others were arrested and taken to Gurawa prison, where he
was tortured and detained until escaping in June.

JAHU, aged 30, from Chiro, W, Hararge, was chairman of the OLF youth assodiation and wrote of
his abduction in August 1992 and the confiscation of 50,000 Birr. He was held and tortured in
Gelemso military camp until March 1993. His wife became mentally ill and abandoned him and
their child. In May 1998 he was taken to Chiro military camp, where he was tortured. One month
later, he and seven young men were taken to Chiro and publicly denounced before the townsfolk
there. Although their captors agitated the crowd to accept the detainees’ execution, ‘the people
shouted and the assembly dispersed’.

He continued ‘After this, we had been taken back to the camp, and tortured at night. At about 6
pm that night, from the other room, they took two youths while they were crying and announcing
that they were going to be killed. Soon after, I heard the gunshots that exterminated their lives.’
His torture included the suspension of weights from his genitalia. He was released on 3 November
1998 “with a serious warning’. His mentally ill wife reappeared in his village but was taken to Chiro
military camp in July 1999 where ‘she was subjected to a lot of suffering for about two weeks and
later released’.
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JUS, aged 31, also from Chiro, was the cashier for the OLF youth association and was detained and
tortured along with JAHU, above, in Gelemso. His torture included being burned with molten
plastic. He had re-established his coffee business, married and had two children when he was taken
from his work place and detained in Chiro military camp in 1997, He was again tortured. His coffee
store was looted of coffee valued at 110,000 Birr. Head injuries from beatings and torture caused
him to develop epilepsy. This may have been responsible for his release in February 1998,

On 1 September 1999, soldiers came to his house and, finding him absent, abducted his wife. He
subsequently fled.

Another resident of Chiro, 36 year old pick-up driver and father of nine, AMA, helped transport
OLF personnel, before they were outlawed in 1992, He was taken, with his vehicle, to Awash
military camp in September 1992. He was tortured by arm tying and weights attached to his testi-
cles and detained until August 1994. His Toyota pick-up, his means of livelihood, was confiscated.
In 1998 he got a job driving for a transport firm. In April 1999, ‘the EPRDF troops arrested me at
the control point of Bedesa town, W. Hararge, twenty kilometres from my destination’. He and
the lorry he was driving were taken to Bedesa military camp. He was held for two months. The
lorry, loaded with medicines and sugar belonging to two Oromo merchants in Gelemso, was con-
fiscated and he again lost his job.

ZMB, a 30 year old licensed shop owner and civil servant in quality control for coffee in the Oro-
mia region, stationed at Asebe Teferi, W. Hararge, wrote on 24 November of his repeated harass-
ment and threats at gunpoint for not appearing at EPRDF anniversary celebrations, his being ac-
cused of spying for the OLF, his seven month detention in Dhidhessa detention camp in Wollega
province in 1992/3, and his detention in Asebe Teferi military camp from 29 May 1998 until his
escape in May 1999. His shop and its contents, including elecironic and camera equipment valued
at over 57,000 Birr, were confiscated,

SIU, a 33 year old businessman from Michata, near Gelemso, W. Hararge, also wrote, on 28 Oc-
tober, of his detention and the looting of his property. He was held in Daro 1abu, W. Hararge, for
an unspecified period until being wransferred to Gelemso civil prison in 1996 and Karchale central
prison in Addis Ababa in 1997, from where he was released on 30 fuly 1997. In july 1999, during a
wave of arrests in his area, he was detained in Michata and held for two months, before escaping
when he was informed that his execution had been ordered.

In November, MAA, a 33 year old civil servant in the Ministry of Agriculture, wrote that he had
been pursued for two years before being flushed from hiding in Miesso, W. Hararge, and fleeing to
Addis Ababa. Relatives and friends in Miesso were detained, tortured and had their property looted
because they had been helping him. He was pursued from the capital to Akaki and Debre Zeit be-
fore being detained and interrogated at ‘CID headquarters’ in Addis Ababa from 27 July to 27
August 1998. From there he was taken, shackled for the 30 hour journey, including a stopover in
Hirna, to Harar, E. Hararge. He was held in Harar police station. On 23 November he reported
being taken to another building 30 metres away, where he was interrogated about the OLF and
tortured by having the soles of his feet whipped while he was suspended upside down ona pole
between his arms and legs which were tied behind him. He was then forced to walk on gravel with
his wounded feet, before being returned to the police station. This is a standard torture method
borrowed from the Dergue military dictatorship.
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He was transferred to Asebe Teferi police station on 26 December and thence to Miesso on 25
February 1999, He was released on 6 March and warned to stay in Miesso, where he was again in-
terrogated by the local administrator and two soldiers on 22 March.

HMD was a teacher at Nansibo district elementary school, Bale, during the transitional period and
publicly encouraged support of the OLF among his staff and pupils. He was taken to a hidden de-
tention centre in 1992 and tortured. He was then held in Malka Wakane detention centre for four
years. From 1996 to June 1999, he laid low in Addis Ababa. He fled when security men had
tracked him down.

SOUTHERN OROMIA REGION

Imprisonment, torture and looting

An OSG informant wrote from Kenya in December of the continued detention, since August
1998, of 35 Guji Oromo in Negele, Borana. They were charged with disturbing the peace around
Hagere Mariam during the government-instigated clashes between Guji Oromo and Gedo people.
0OSG’s informant states that their interrogation demonstrates they were detained because of sup-
porting the OLF, whose activity in the area had intensified in preceding weeks.

Our informant fears for their safety. They are:

Edema Galgee Shek Aliye Hussein
Gonfa Olkaba Haro Bati

Abara Bogale (Gabre Robi

Mesele Basaye Sholo Ashebir Robi
Gamade Dube Ayele Robi

Zeleke Dima Nigusu Galchu
Mogos Dima Bihon Miju

Israel Areri Badada Guye Qero
Dido Tuke Utukana Malo Gimbo
Guye Galchu Katelo Galgalo Boronda
Safay Galchu Adale Elema

Bati Gumi Dadacha wachu
Sharif Yishak Nura Udo Galgalo
Abdisa Olkaba Dako Kito

Udesa Jaldesa Ayele Safaye
Ahimadin Haji Kuta Amenu Asefa

Tuke Wako Shiferau Henbe

Birhana Dabala (from Adola)

OSG’s correspondent also reported government harassment of Guji Oromo to drive them [rom
their homes because of ‘deforestation of Southern Region National Parks’, in particular Naci Saar.

Ballis Duressa wrote from Calgary, Alberta, Canada, on 25 October of the detention of his

nephew, university student Sheqata Worqu, and many other university students, in Moyale, on the
border with Kenya. Two medical doctors were detained at the same time.
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Detainees named in a letter received in January from a local resident who has fled to Kenya include
in Mega town, Dire district, Borana:

Boru Galgalo Guyo Turn Jilo

Muda W /Yohannes Ibrahim Haji Duri
Mearza Gurmessa Jibicha Yasin and
Motle Gezehagn

In Yabello:

Genet Areru Gelaye Ababa
Solomon Bedilu Akililu Tesfaye and
Beyenea Tesfaye.

A reliable and regular OSG informant from Borana province wrote in January of the detention and
torture of Qalicha Halake Jatani, from Yabello. He was first tortured under interrogation about
OLF activity in January 1992, before the OLF were made illegal. He was again tortured in Mega
military camp from October to December 1993, He was frequently threatened with execution by a
pistol inserted into his mouth and endured many of the other torture methods used in eastern
provinces (see above).

When he was chairman of Yabello secondary school Oromo Language and Cultural Develop-
ment Club, from September 1995 to March 1998, he witnessed the harassment, detention and
torture of many club members. Godana Galo remains in detention.

His third spell of torture in Mega camp was from May to June 1996, where he was again terror-
ised, this time with gunfire over his head and genital beating. He was released with the same warn-
ings issued to released detainees in the Fast.

In March 1998 his school leaving certificate exams were invigilated by military instead of aca-
demic personnel and he was denied entry into a Teacher’s Training Institute. On 8 October 1998,
he ran away from his home in Yabello, under gunfire from soldiers who had come for him.

The informant wrote also of Galma Jarso, a businessman from Hidi Lola in Dire district, Borana,
who was detained and tortured in Boku Luboma military camp from August 1992 to January 1993
and again from April 1995 to October 1996, He was tortured in a similar fashion to Qalicha Halake
Jatani (see above), had property taken and paid 8,700 Birr to be released. A third spell of detention
and torture began in Boku Luboma on 24 September 1997 and ended in Moyale military camp in
December 1999. The remainder of his belongings, including 55,000 Birr from his home and goods
valued at 32,000 Birr from his shop, were confiscated and his family harassed and beaten.

Jirma Tadhi, a cattle trader in Dire district, was similarly reported to have been abducted and tor-
tured in Boku Luboma military camp from May to November 1996, from 3 July 1998 to 6 Decem-
ber 1998 and from 10 June 1999 to an unspecified date. Methods of torture were as above and he
paid a total of 13,700 Birr to secure his releases. He lost property and animals to his captors.

OSG’s Borana correspondent also reported that Boru Galgal Liban, a student at Moyale High
School, in the Ethiopian side of the border town, was taken to Hidi Lola army camp by govern-
ment security men on 25 January 1999, where he was tortured and detained until 10 August. His
mother, Biftu Jarso, was also detained. His father, Galgalo Liban, escaped from the camp. Prop-
erty was confiscated and Boru was warned on release that if he failed to bring his father “within
four days he would be killed’.
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WALAITA

The BBC reported in November that following two years of protest by Walaita people the decision
to impose an artificial official language, Wogagoda, by the authorities of the Southern Peoples Re-
gion, was reversed, Wogagoda is 2 conglomeration of Walaita, Gamo, Gofa and Dawro languages,
which was imposed on Walita without discussion with local elders, Two demonstrators were shot
dead by police two weeks before the decision was reversed, according to the BBC.

The government is keeping the pressure up by arresting hundreds and by denying grain to dis-
senters. Two elders, Tekle Taki and Berhanu Mena, and a priest, Israel Lulamo, were detained in
Addis Ababa, according to the Indian Ocean Newsletter on 22 January, after they arrived to com-
plain about the new language. All three are over sixty years old. The government claims to have
charged over 500 in Walaita for ‘attempting to overthrow the government’.

JOURNALISTS: SUICIDE AND DETENTION

The International Federation of Journalists, Brussels, reported on 27 January that Makonnen
Worku, former deputy editor of Maebel, a private weekly newspaper, committed suicide on 23
January. He complained of frequent police harassment and feared a fifth term of detention because
he was no longer able to afford bail. He had previously been detained under the press law at Kar-
chale Central Prison and Maikelawi Special Investigation Centre in the capital.

New charges had been made against him and he was being sought by police.

Reporters sans frontiéres, Paris, reported the sentencing on 23 December of the chief editor of
Maebel, Abera Wogi, to twelve months imprisonment. He has been detained since 12 May 1999 in
Karchale for reporting an exiled general’s accusation that premier Meles Zenawi had killed 80 peo-
ple with cyanide when fighting the Dergue.

In their letter to Ethiopia’s Minister of Justice, the International Federation of Journalists (IF]),
Brussels, wrote also of their concern ‘about journalist Bizunesh Debebe, who remains in prison
notwithstanding the Federal High Court order of 12 December 1999 for her release as she has paid
her bail’.

IF] also protested at the sentencing of Mabruk editor, Tesahalene Mengesha, on 21 January, for
one year,

Amir Adaweh, journalist for La Républiguc in Djibouti, was detained in Harar, E. Hararge, in mid-
1999. His continued detention and the injuries received to his legs from gunfire are reported on

page 7.

On 10 January, the World Association of Newspapers (WAN), Paris, condemned the continued
imprisonment of ‘at least eight journalists’ to Ethiopia’s Prime Minister, Meles Zenawi. They
named:

Tesfaye Deressa (imprisoned on 14 October 1997), Solomon Namarra (16 October 1997) and
Garoma Bekele (27 October 1997) of UR/M; Abera Wegui (27 May 1999) and Tilahun Bekele (23
December 1997) of Machel; Tamerat Gemeda (October 1997) of Seyfe Nebelbal, Zemedkaun Mo-
ges (March 1997) of Atkurot; and Bezunesh Debebe (August 1999) of Zegabi.
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Again, writer, journalist and political analyst, Moti Biyya, (alias Gamachu Malka Fufa), detained
and severely ill in Asella, Arsi, was not included on the list.

WAN and IF] reported ‘at least 31 journalists were on bail pending court hearings at the end of
1999, including Makonnen Worku (since committed suicide; see above) and:

Alemayehu Kifle - Zegabi, Aklilu Tadesse - Maebel, Atnafu Alemayehu - Tomar, Biru Tse-
gaye - Tobis, Dawit Kebede - Fiameta, Dawit Taye - Beza, Israel Saboka - Seyfe Nebelbal, Iyob
Demeke - Tarik, Melese Gesit - Gemora, Kifle Mulat - Ethio Time, Lubaba Seid - Tarik, Sisay
Agena - Ethiop, Sisaye Negusie - Agere, Tamrat Zuma - Atkurot, Taye Belachew - Tobia, Te-
sahlene Mengesha - Mabruk, Tesfa Tegegne - Beza, Tilahun Bekele - Fetash, Tsegaye Ayalew -
Gananaw, Worku Alemayehu - Mabruk, Yared Atnafu - Beza, Zegeye Haile - Gananaw, Tewo-
dros Kassa - Ethiop, Yimer Tiruneh - Ethiop, Akalu Atlaw - Agerie, Kidest Belachew - Aemro,
Moges Meskelu - Ethiop, Yskinder Negga - Menilik.

They also named a further 27 journalists driven into exile by Ethiopia’s press law.

Reporters sans frontiéres reported that at the end of the 1999 Ethiopia had more journalists in
prison than any other country except Burma, Syria and China.

Ethiopian journalists in neighbouring countries are also at risk. IFEX- News (international freedom
of expression community) reported the detention in Nairobi, Kenya, of Ethiopian journalist, Ber-
hanu Liyew, by Kenyan police on 13 January, for being an illegal immigrant. He was preparing to
be resettled in Canada. He was released on 31 January.

ELECTION 2000

On 15 January, The Indian Ocean Newsletter, reported that the few opposition candidates who
agreed to participate in the May 2000 elections are complaining ‘every day of the obstacles the gov-
ernment puts in their way’. The Ethiopian Democratic Union has abandoned attempts to field can-
didates in Gojjam because of government harassment. The All Amhara People's Organisation
(AAPO) is withdrawing two candidates in Bahr Dar for the same reason and has failed to open 14
offices authorised by the Electoral Board, The newsletter later reported financial inducements to
the AAPO to ficld candidates.

‘Detention of opposition candidates has been reported from Gambela and several other zones in
the southern part of the country: Gambela People's Democratic Congress has denounced the arrest
of 52 members and election candidates, some of whom managed to escape from prison and are be-
lieved to be hiding in Addis Ababa’ the article said.

In November, Africa Confidentialreported the arrest of activists for the Coalition of Alternate
Forces for Peace and Democracy in Ethiopia ‘in Burji, Awassa, Arbaminch and other southern
towns’.
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DJIBOUTI

Deportations, starvation and abuse: refugees criticise UNHCR

On 1| November an OSG informant with contacts in Djibouti reported that up to 30,000 Oromo
refugees were being detained in the desert near Dhikil, in Djibouti, in September. The report con-
cerns a group of refugees other than the thousands reported in the last press release, who had
crossed the border at Dawale. The refugees were reported to be starving and 27 were said to have
been abandoned in the desert at Geesiraa. Seven corpses were reported seen at the roadside.

The World Food Program stated on 28 January that drought affected nomads are flooding to the
capital, in addition to those displaced from Ethiopia and Somalia. Over 100,000 are short of food.

In the city of Djibouti, Oromo property is reportedly being confiscated and handed over to the
Ethiopian government. The Oromo Refugee Committee wrote in December, reporting that thou-
sands of Oromo refugees were arriving, but because of lack of access to UNHCR the refugees are
‘wandering here and there, lacking reception centre protection and assistance, and facing gross re-
foulement back to Ethiopia’.

The committee wrote that refugees ‘get no access for applying to get refugee status’ and are
being arrested by Djibouti police and sent back to Ethiopia. ‘Many thousands . . . have nothing to
eat, no place to sleep and no clinic to get health treatment. For example, the son of Abba Kedir
Mohamed has died, lacking treatment. . . .

Our refugees are sleeping and living outside on the roads and by the sea, suffering from hunger,
disease and the bad climate. Oromo refugees are giving birth to their babies on the roads. UNHCR
assumes our refugees are angels living on oxygen alone, They rarely register us . . . Djibouti
UNHCR has closed its doors for asylum seekers and for refugees holding attestation papers. Since
July 1999, Djibouti UNHCR has stopped attestation renewal.’

The committee named 20 individuals who were sent back to Ethiopia soon after being visited by
two UNHCR staff members on 5 December, The 20 who were subjected to refoulement had been
registered with UNHCR for between two to four years. Their families are said to be facing hard-

ship. They are:
Ahmed Abdulla Hamid - resident since 1996 Abdulaziz Ali Adem — 1997
Dima Gamachu Goba — 1596 Ahmed Jemal Mohammed — 1997
Jemal Abdella Hassan — 1996 brahim Adem Ali— 1997
QOumer Abdella Moussa — 1998 Karima Said Dadhi — 1998
Mume Yunis Sultan — 1996 Abdu Said Ibrahim — 1996
Abdulaziz Bakar Amade — 1996 Roras Hassan Mume — 1996
Umer Mikael Abdi — 1996 Hussen Waday Mullata — 1996
Salah Mohammed Ahmed — 1998 Chimsa Kabso — 1996
Saada Ahmed Yusuf — 1996 Kalifa Mohammed Abdullahi — 1997
Elias Abdi Ahmed — 1998 Mohammed Umar Yusuf - 1997

The refugees argue that if they cannot be protected or accommodated by UNHCR in Djibouti,
they should be moved to where they can receive shelter and protection, They appeal for the help of
humanitarian agencies and UN bodies.

Finally, they request that Oromo communities across the world ‘lobby concerned bodies to
solve our problem’.

A letter written by refugees in June 1999 (see below), stressed the serious danger faced by
Oromo refugees in Djibouti. See Urgent Action.
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Wahib Ahmed Abdullahi, a 25 yr old man from Dire Dawa, E. Hararge, was subject to refoulement
from Djibouti in May 1998 and wrote of his experiences to OSG in December. He had been de-
tained and tortured twice in Dire Dawa since 1993, fled to Djibouti in 1997 and had set up a green
grocery business. He was arrested by Djibouti police and beaten in Bal Bala police station for five
days in January 1998 (see Press Release 23, june-July 1998, p. 8).

On May 28 1998, he was seized by Ethiopian and Djibouti security forces on his way to the
UNHCR office in Djiboutiville. He was detained for four days, denied food and water and forced to
lie under the hot sun during the day and be exposed to the cold at night.

‘Then, they forcibly returned me to Ethiopia’, he wrote, He was held in a dark underground
cell in the central police headquarters in Dire Dawa, where he was again tortured, ‘T didn’t identify
the time of days or nights. Also . . . we had eaten surprise — when we touch the mice in the food,’

He was released in May 1999, after providing a large sum of money for bail, and ordered under
threat of execution to report daily to the local security office. He escaped by jumping over a fence
when armed men came to his bouse in early June.

In July, he heard that family members were told ‘Bring your son or be killed yourselves” and
that some had been detained, some had disappeared and others had fled.

Demissie Woyecha wrote from the USA in October 1999, of his being detained and beaten twice
by Djibouti police in early 1998, when he was a refugee in Djibouti.

Abdusemed Ibrahim, an Oromo living in Toronto, Canada, forwarded a hand-written account of
atrocities committed against Oromo refugees by Djibouti government forces earlier in the year.

The account was written by refugees in Djibouti on 25 June 1999. It corroborated the refoule-
ment of refugees in January 1998 (see Press Release 23, p. 8) and the beatings and detentions in
Diibouti, in April and May 1999, which began with a visit from Ethioptan premier Meles Zenawi
. (see Press Release 28, p. 13).

The letter incriminated Djibouti security forces in the following abuses. OSG’s sources previ-
ously claimed that the killings, attempted killings and beatings were performed by rampaging
youths. The incidents reduced following government radio appeals but Djibouti security forces
continue to abuse Oromo and send them back to Ethiopia (see above).

Adella Ali Mohammed, 25 yrs, born in Chiro, W. Hararge, died in front of the Pliter Hos-
pital on 25.5.99, after his throat had been cut.

Mohammed Said, 30 yrs, born in Assabit, W. Ha-
rarge, was stoned to death in the same area on the same
day.

Jamal Kamar Mohammed, 29 yrs, survived his neck
being cut on 17.6.99. See photograph.

Marta Iticha, a 25 year old lady, was beaten and
kicked by Djibouti police on 17 May.

Mohammed Ummar Adem, 35 yrs, received eye
injuries when beaten and kicked in the face by police.

Jamal Amme Hajii had his arm dislocated on 26 May.

Jundi Mohammed received leg and arm injuries, Rumiya Dawid (a lady) was tortured by
police, Abdalla Mohammed Usman, 27 yrs, was beaten and received knife wounds to his ab-
domen on 24 May and Ahmed Ali Abdi received knife wounds to his arm and leg on 24 May.

Najib Aliyi, Ilyas Adem and Abdulakim Amme were said to have disappeared.
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SOMALIA
OLF hero killed by hit squad

Jaal Mul’is Abba Gada, alias Adam Tukale, 2 member of the executive committee of the OLF,

was shot dead in Mogadishu by Ethiopian government assassins on 8 February.

A relative, Diinaras Waday, was seriously wounded in the attack.

Jaal Mul’is, aged 55, has been an extremely important figure in the Oromo nationalist struggle for
35 years. He had developed diabetes and was unfit to travel, being cared for by relatives in Moga-

dishu.

KENYA

Fear in Nairobi

WAA wrote of his experiences in Nairobi, having fled to Kenya in June 1999 following three epi-
sodes of detention and torture in Dire Dawa. ‘On 1 November 1999, while I was going to the post
office , . ., they saw me and tried to seize me, but Iran fast and escaped from them. For my secu-
rity and safety I confine myself to the house.’

BG wrote “TPLF security forces come to my dwelling place and threaten me’, Because of this he
has moved 8 times in Nairobi. He sent his photograph for publication in case of his assassination by
Hagere Fikiragents.

JMA is “facing the EPRDF's security search and action to kill me and my innocent brothers here
in Nairobi’. He reported that UNHCR had lost his file and that information about him had been
leaked to the Ethiopian embassy in Nairobi. He has been targeted for attack by Hagere Fikir agents
on two occasions, in August and September 1999.

MSS claimed that Ethiopian agents working within UINHCR were selling documents of Oromo
refugees. Like JMA, AHA was rejected mandate status by UNHCR and reports being followed by
Ethiopian security men in Naivobi. He changes his residence daily and wears different clothes to
evade discovery. KHG wrote, ‘here in Nairobi, I still fear the EPRDF spies. I am not settled, shift-
ing from place to place in fear of exposure to the EPRDF security agents.’

GAA wrote of frequent imprisonment in Nairobi and being sought by security men at his home
on 15 August 1999. He moved from the Eastleigh district but was told that strangers were asking
about his movements. He was attacked near his new residence at 8 pm on 11 September and writes
that persistent enquiries have ‘made me fearful of my own shadow’.

GGG, whose wife had died of torture when they were detained, also reported being sought by
Ethiopian ‘spies’ in Nairobi.

IBM was strangled to unconsciousness by atiackers in Nairobi on 16 July and robbed of his iden-
tity document. Two days later, he received a warning note from the Hagere Fikir group (see Sa-
galee Haaraa, 29). IBR was attacked in an identical manner on 15 October and had his documents
including his UNHCR protection letter stolen.

OJK was taken from a friend’s house in Eastleigh in November 1999 to the outskirts of Nairobi
by three plain clothed men claiming to be Kenyan police. He was detained ina house and threat-
ened with guns and beaten with electric wire the following day. He was tortured and questioned
about the OLF daily, from 7-12 November, and warned he would be killed if seen again in Nairobi.
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BBD lost her two brothers and sister following their detention separately in Asella prison. She
wrote that she was ‘being daily assessed and hunted secretly’ by Ethiopian government agents in
Nairobi. ‘I am also being forced to provide Kenyan Government security police with thousands of
shillings” as bribes to avoid repatriation.

SUDAN

Sudan government threatens refugees
False allegations of UNHCR complicity in refoulement

Shortly after the November 18-19 meeting in Addis Ababa between the premiers of Ethiopia and
Sudan, Meles Zenawi and Omar al Bashir, the Sudanese government issued a notice to ‘the Ethio-
pian refugees in Sudan’ claiming that it had UNHCR backing for stripping them of all of their
rights. They claimed that people from Ethiopia had no reason to be refugees since the fall of Men-
gistu in 1991,

Sudan fraudulently stated that UNHCR ‘declared a cessation clause in September 1999 to be ap-
plied to all Ethiopian refugees all over the world including Sudan’, UNHCR declared no such thing
and have said so.

The warning continues, ‘All Ethiopian refugees outside Ethiopia after 1 March 2000 will lose
their legal refigee status. This means all the legal rights . . . which guarantee refugee status . . ., the
legal status . . ., the right to acquire employment . . . and supply of sheiter, health and treatment,

education, food, social security, . . . travel permits, employment permits, driving licences, identity
cards, residence and travel documents for abroad, and commercial licences . . .; all will cease to
exist forthwith.

In Light of this new situation, any Ethiopian refugee who decides to remain in the Sudan alter 1
March 2000 will bear full responsibility of the consequences which may follow as the result of the
forfeiture of his entitlements which he used to enjoy as a refugee before 1 March 2000’

Refugees were advised to end all commitments including any harvesting of crops before that
date and were promised help from the Sudan Commission for Refugecs and UINHCR.

Refugees in Sudan have written to say they will commit suicide rather than return to Ethiopia.

Abuses

An Oromo refugee group in Sudan wrote on 4 February with a summary of abuses against
Oromo in Sudan since 1992, The following have not been recorded previously by OSG. See
Press Release 28, May-July 1999, p. 14,

Dagafa Tola died shortly after being detained and tortured in Damazine military camp in 1992.

Muca Asafa, Melaku Hayilu, Hika Kabada, Adisu Gidada, Hordofa Wakjira and Gamada Tarfa
were reported to have died because of lack of medical treatment after refugees were transferred
from Damazine to Awad Asid camp in November 1995. Fakada Wadajo was deported to Ethiopia
from this camp.

Most of the camp was dispersed forcibly by armed Sudanese security forces in 1996, according
to the group.

Doji Biru was kidnapped from Karkoji by unknown persons in 1998.

Temesgen Adisu was killed in Gedaref.
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Seven soldiers in Damazine were reported to have raped Workitu and her two daughters, Jamila
and Samira Mohammed.

A 16 year old, Samuel Tades, died when Damazine camp, with its basic medical facilities, was
closed down,

A refugee in Wad en Nil, named Musa, had become a well known local trader. At the beginning
of 1998, he was killed and thrown in the river which ran by the Oromo Relief Association (ORA)
camp. His body was left there for three days to drive away other refugees.

Attacks on Hussein Worku and Mustafa Said Mohammed, in Khartoum in1998, were corrobo-
rated in the report, as was the abduction in March 1999 of Dagaga Bayisa from Sennar, and his sub-
sequent torture,

In Press Release 28, the deliberate running down of Fekadu Wadajo in Damazine by a Sudanese
security vehicle was reported. This report names the victim as Fakade Wakjira and names the indi-
vidual deported from Awad Asid as Fakada Wadajo.

In October 1999 five Oromo were detained and questioned in Khartoum. Another was detained
in a military camp and interrogated for two weeks in November.

ORA official, Gashu Lamessa was given 24 hours notice to leave Sudan in December 1999, and
the ORA office was thoroughly scarched two weeks later.

SOUTH AFRICA

Oromo refugees harassed and killed

According to information from South Aftica, members of the Oromo community there have
been harassed, tortured and killed in the past few months. The following is translated from in-
formation received in Afaan Oromoo on 31.12.99,

We left our country because of political persecution, fleeing to other countries, including South
Africa, But we are still not safe in South Africa because of organised harassment from the Ethiopian
government.

Since1996, the Ethiopian embassy has been organising the Ethiopian community. 'The Hagere
Fikir (Love of Country/Motherland) group was consolidated when the conflict with Eritrea broke
out in 1998. The embassy now monitors both the community and the Hagere Fikir group.

Their objective is to search out and take action against any person or group, which is not Am-
haric-speaking or which opposes the unity of the Ethiopian state. The majority of Hagere Fikir
members were either high ranking officers in Mengistu’s armed forces or officials of the Workers
Party of Ethiopia. [ The WPE was the party organised by Mengistu to control Ethiopia under his
mifitary dictatorship.]

The Hagere Fikir group began taking organised action in September 1996. In order to finance
the organisation, armed members attacked the Oromo community in Johannesburg, taking money
with menaces. Community members were told ‘If you report this to the police, be aware that you
will lose your life’. Nonetheless, Oromo community members reported the attacks.

The organised plundering of Oromo property, in order to finance the Hagere Fikir group, con-
tinued with the looting of the household property of M. Gammachuu and his wife, in Johannesburg
in April, 1997.

One evening in December 1997, a young man named Ayyaanaa Oljirraa Guulaa was threatened
on the street by Hagere Fikirmembers and accused of reporting the attacks to the police. Oromo
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community members know the individuals who made this threat and are willing to name them.
Ayyaanaa was threatened at gunpoint, severely beaten and left unconscious on the street. [He was
later murdered. See below.]

[Around the same time), another Oromo, Immiruu Daaniel Jaalataa, was spotted parking his car
in Johannesburg. He escaped attack, but his car was ransacked and all cash (his earnings) and valu-
ables taken. The destroyed car was abandoned.

In February 1998, in Pretoria, they broke into the house of businessman Yonas Girma and Kuu-
laniii Furgaasaa and stripped it of all cash and contents.

On 14 October 1999, in Johannesburg, they looted the property of A. B. Bera, including all
cash and goods he had for sale.

All of these incidents were reported to the police but they could not help, and the hunting,
looting, beating, killing and harassment did not stop.

Dajanee Taammiruu escaped to South Africa with his wife, after being expelled from his civil
service job and having his entire property confiscated by the Ethiopian government. While he was
at work in Johannesburg, Hagere Fikiragents kidnapped his wife. She is being held by Daniel Ge-
tachew, a group member, in his house in the city.

Since the conflict with Eritrea, the core members of the Hagere Fikir group are Tigrean. The
Tigrean chairman is named Iyaasuu. Other core members are Daniel Jazbaa, Habtu and Hadish.
They receive orders from the embassy.

Murders and more beatings

On 12 September 1998, Ayyaanaa Oljirraa Guulaa [vic-
tim of beating in 1997, see above] was shot dead in Johannes-
burg, by a South Afiican gunman, hired by the Hagere Fikir
group. His shooting was witnessed by escaping community
members [named in the original letter] and the killer was ar-
rested. However, the killer was released within one month
and personally threatened the witnesses,

At the beginning of February 1999, the group broke into
the house of Abbabaa Atoomsaa [reported in Press Release
27, February-April 1999, p. 12.] He was questioned about
his attendance at an Oromo community meeting. All valu-
ables and property were seized. He was blind-folded and
taken to the house of Iyaasuu, the Hagere Fikir chairman,
where he was held for 24 hours. He was abandoned in the
streets of southern Johannesburg. He reported the incident to
the police but no action was taken.

Ayyaanaa Oljirraa Guulaa

On 3 September 1999, Fayisaa Jaafar Waagessoo was
left for dead on the street, after being beaten unconscious and

having limbs broken by Hagere Fikiragents.

Fayisaa Jaafar Waagessoo
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Balaay Baqqalaa Baayisaa

On 14 October 1999,
Flagere Fikir agents came to
the house of Balaay
Baqqalaa Baayisaa, in the
Yeoville area of Johannes-
burg. They beat him to death
with stones and iron bars, and
looted his property. Some
attackers were apprehended
by local residents but at least
seven have left the country.

Abiyyi or Chuche, assassin

Individuals have been reportedly seen in Botswana, England, Nairobi and elsewhere. Their es-
cape has been facilitated by the Ethiopian embassy.

One of Balaay’s killers uses the name Abiyyi or Chuche and is wanted for questioning by Yeo-
ville police. He is rumoured to be living in England {see photograph].

5

Antena Wayyeessa Guyyoo

On 27 November 1999, at Bushburg Ridge, Antena
Wayyeessa Guyyoo was threatened at his work place.
While iravelling home alone, he was attacked. He managed
to resist attempts to kill him by strangulation, but was then
shot to death. The Hagere Fikir group then went to the police
and claimed that he was an escaping killer. They provided
witnesses from the Ethiopian community.

The Ethiopian government has thus established a highly
organised group to eliminate Oromo nationalists and those
who speak in the Oromo language. The persecution of
Oromo by Ethiopian government agents in South Afiica is not
being reported. Abuse against the Oromo in South Africa will
not be taken seriously by the South African government un-

less it is investigated and reported by international human rights bodies. Our efforts to interest gov-
ernment officials have been unsuccessful so far. The South African government have no under-
standing of the situation faced by Oromo in Ethiopia and clsewhere.

Because of organised persecution, ill-understood by the host country, some Oromo in South Af-
rica have been forced to change their names and identities to those of other Ethiopian peoples, in

order to save their lives.

Attempts to publicise or address the persecution of Oromo in South Africa, result in more per-
secution. Many are forced to keep quiet and simply try to survive.

The Canadian government has began resettling some Oromo refugees at risk in South Africa.
Among those being resettled are pro-government Ethiopians posing as Oromo, whose resettlement
has been facilitated by embassy documentation.,

What surprises us most is the ease with which known killers are being sent abroad by the Ethio-
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pian government to pose within Oromo communities.

How can political refugees obtain passports and other documents facilitating their escape, with
stch ease from the Ethiopian government? The TPLF [ Tigrean, ruling party in Ethiopia] are ex-
porting killing squads, under any pretext.

In South Africa, the government, non-governmental and international organisations simply do
not understand the aims and methods of the TPLF,

Attempts by the Oromo community to explain their particular difficulties to UNHCR in South Af-
rica, have been ignored, according to several reports from Johannesburg.

Promises of help with resettlement are advertised by Ethiopian lawyers in South Africa. Infor-
mants complain that Hagere Fikir is informed about Oromo nationalists by these law firms,

The South African press (Sunday Independent, 20 November 1999) reported harassment, beat-
ing and death threats received by three Ethiopian journalists in Johannesburg. They had each been
tortured before fleeing from Ethiopia and were warned by their assailants in South Africa to stop
publishing a newsletter which is critical of the Ethiopian regime. Their small office (sponsored by
the Media Institute of South Africa) has been repeatedly ransacked and documents stolen.

About 30 Oromo refugees have given up attempting to gain security in South Africa and have
fled to Kenya.

OROMO REFUGEES REJECTED BY UN

At the headquarters of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees ((INHCR) in Geneva, decisions
are made regarding refugee status of Oromo who have fled to countries outside Africa; countries
which either lack a UNHCR Senior Protection Officer or lack personnel with experience of the
Horn of Africa.

'Three Oromo refugees, in Israel and Thailand, despite having cast-iron cases for refugee man-
date status; despite repeated appeals; despite support from UINHCR officers in those countries;
have been refused mandate status by officers in Geneva.

Britain and America have not refused asylum to a single Oromo political refugee. Yet UNHCR
is refusing mandate status to men who are known OLF members, Oromo nationalists and active
participants in legal OLF activity up to the withdrawal of the organisation from the transitional gov-
ernment in 1992,

One of those refused mandate status is a brother of one of the 65 Oromo intellectuals, journal-
ists, health professionals and human rights activists charged with conspiracy and currently being
held in detention and mistreated. He was interrogated before he fled the country, when the perse-
cution of OLF members was less intense than it is now.

Another of the three was a high official in the OLF Youth Association (when it was legal) and
chairman of the youth association belonging to the Macha-Tulama Association --an Oromo cultural
and self-help organisation, whose board members are included in the 65 detained in Addis Ababa.

The third man was a non-politicised civil servant, whose persecution by the government was
merely due to the paranoia of his TPLF (Ethiopian ruling party) minders, when accompanied
abroad. He was sponsored for resettlement in Canada, but this was prevented by his lack of
UINHCR mandate status.

It is clear that decision makers at UNHCR headquarters in Geneva are not sufficiently informed
of the extent of persecution by the present Ethiopian government of its political opponents.
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This is difficult to understand, UNHCR has unrivalled access to personal stories of refugees
from Ethiopia. Staff in UNHCR offices in Nairobi, Djibouti and Khartoum should be experts on
human rights abuses committed by the Ethiopian government against Oromo and other peoples in
Ethiopia.

Abbreviations

EPRDF Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Democratic Front (government
party; umbrella group led by TPLEF)

ICRC International Committee of the Red Cross

OLF Oromo Liberation Front

0OSG Oromia Support Group

TPLF Tigrean Peoples Liberation Front (dominant party in government)

TUNHCR U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees
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