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Human Rights Abuses in Ethiopia

The Oromia Support Group is a non-political organisation which attempts to raise awareness of human rights
abuses in Ethiopia, OSG lobbies governments to withdraw support from the Ethiopian government until it
abides by its constitution which guarantees human rights and self-determination for all peoples of Ethiopia.

OSG has now reported 2,560 extra-judicial killings and 824 disappearances of civilians suspected of sup-
porting groups opposing the government. Most of these have been Oromo people. Scores of thousands of civil-
ians have been imprisoned. Torture and rape of prisoners is commonplace, especially in secret detention cen-
tres, whose existence is denied by the government,
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FIRES BURN VAST AREAS

Sites of fires
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Sorne reported localities, including those in Sidama Zone, are nol
included on the map.

Borana - Shakiso (Adola), Laga Dambi and surrounding areas,
Yabelo, Guji, Tuga and Gombisa localities.

Bale - Bale Mountains National Park (very litle of the primary
forest on Dinsho mountain remaing), Sheik Hussein, Mada
Walabu (EI Meda), Rayitu, Bidre, Bels, Goro, Nensabo, around
Dodola, Adaba and other places in the woredas of Goba, Mena,
Angetu and Berbere, plus heavilywooded, steep valleys all along
the Wabi Shabelle river, which runs along the border with Ha-
rarge.

Showa - Wondo Genet, wooded valleys beyond Ambo in be-
tween Mugar and Salale, and the Wabee river valley between
Mount Gurage and Welkite, in the Gurage area. More fires were
started in Shashemane and ArsifNegele {on the border with Arsi)
on 6 April.

Jimma, [lubabor and Kafa - Saka, Sigimo-Gatira, Tepi, Guraf-
erda,(just over border into Kafa), Sokoru {near Asendabo), the
length of the Gibe river from north-east Jimma to Limu, on the
border with Showa.

Wallega - Didhesa, Gida Kiramu (in Horo Guduru), Wama
Hagalo {on border with Jimma), Dimtu, Dilla, Chalia, Dembi
Dollo, Arjo, Dabus. Gidda was set alight in early April.
Benishangu! Region—- Asosa (300 houses burned, 2000 dis-
placed), Banbesi, Shirqolee, Gizan, Kurmuk and surounding
areas,

Sidama, Southern Peoples Region - Malagawondo, Meme
Gamo Gofa, SPR ~ Konso, Bishan Sagan, Nechsar National
Park

Walaita, SPR —~ Damoti and surrounds.

Ogaden, Somali Region - Artishek and surrounds, Qoreleh,
Shilabo and other arsas south of Qabredahar.

: GOVERNMENT BLAMED

Thirteen correspondents from Oromia have in-
formed OSG about government complicity in the
fires which burned for ten weeks through Febru-
ary, March and April in Oromia and other re-
gions, Many other informants have made contact
through third parties. They report the destruction
of homes, farms, wild and domestic coffee planta-
tions and 100,000 hectares of forest. One sixth of
Oromia’s forest has been burnt. Correspondents
and demonsirators claim that the fires were
started deliberately throughout Oromia Region,
in Ogaden (Somali Region) and in Sidama Zone
(Southern Peoples Region).

Nearly all of the fires, separated by hun-
dreds of kilometres, began on the same day, 30
January. The fires occurred only in areas where
armed opposition movements were active, The
government claimed that the fires were started by
farmers clearing land or by honey collectors
smoking out bees. However, it is not standard
practice to clear land by fire in late January or
early February, especially after the faiture of short
December rains, Honey collectors are not active
until Qctober/ November.

All informants claimed that the fires were
allowed to burn for four weeks until media expo-
sure forced the government to ask for interna-
tional assistance. A government spokesman an-
nounced that the fires would have to continue
until the rainy season. Fires in remote mountain
valleys were eventually put out by rain ten weeks
later, on 11 April.

Over 800 students of Addis Ababa Uni-
versity asked for permission to fight the fires.
Only 350 were allowed to do so. They were
given no assistance except from local people and
were billeted in military camps, where they were
watched, hindered, intimidated and forbidden
from singing Oromo songs. Students from other
universities and colleges were denied permission
to help.

Media have reported the arvest of 180
farmers in Bale and Borana Zones ‘accused of
starting the fires’. The detainees include ‘67




farmers, businessmen, students and elders from Hidi Lola’ who have been ‘badly beaten’ and are suspected to
be OLF supporters, according to OSG’s informants. At least 146 from Bale and Borana are known to have
been sent to the notorious Maikelawi Special Investigation Centre in Addis Ababa. In April, four OLF sympa-
thisers were sentenced to up to 8 years imprisonment in Daro Labu, W. Hararge, ostensibly because of starting
a fire (see p.20).

DEMONSTRATORS KILLED, BEATEN AND DETAINED

Students, openly accusing the government of starting the fires and delaying their being reported and effectively
fought, demonstrated throughout Oromia. The first demonsiration, in Ambo, W. Showa, on 9 March, despite
deaths of demonstrators, was quickly followed by demonstrations in nearby major towns and cities including
Guder, Ginchii and Gedo. Within five weeks there were demonstrations in Nekemte, Gimbi, Dembi Dollo,
Nejo, Arjo, Horro Guduru, Ayra, Gori, Qiltu Kara, Mendi, Begi and Jimma. There have been reliable and cor-
roborated reports of at least seven students being killed. Hundreds have been detained and many have disap-
peared. Students and their families have been harassed. All schools in Western Showa and Wallega ‘between
Addis Ababa and Asosa’ have been closed.

Ambo, W. Showa

Students and their families from as far away as Jibat and Maccaa attended the demonstration on 9 March.

As the students were about to leave the compound of Ambo High School, they were confronted by
armed police and ordered to remain inside. When students voiced
their anger at the burning of Oromo forests, the police opened fire and
began beating the students.

Four student deaths have been reported by most sources. The
government has acknowledged that policemen beat 20 yr old, 12th
grade High School student, Getu Diriba, to death. Another two young
men died, including one, in hospital, two wecks after being beaten.
The decomposed body of a young female student from Abbay Comman
district, near Fincha in Horro Guduru, Wallega, was found in the
school compound four days after the demonstration. At least five were
hospitalised.

~ According to one Ethiopian press report, two other students
i were shot dead in Guder, shortly after the Ambo killings.

Over ten schools in the area are closed and occupied by gov-

ernment soldiers.

Getu Diriba, beaten to death by
police in Ambo, 9 March.

The government has ‘continued to detain scores of youngsters,
teachers and parents at Senkale [army camp] and other detention cen-
tres’. One source reported over 300 detentions. Most were subsequently released. However, there are con-
firmed reports of the continued detention of Milkeessa Insermu, biology teacher, and Haacaaluu Itticha, geog-
raphy teacher. Other detained teachers were named by one informant, including Dugassa Fite, Kano Wayessa,
Marga Legesse, Merara Fana, Guta Asafa and Alemu Badhasa. [The latter two were named as students in an-
other report.] Amnesty International (Urgent Action 106/00, AFR 25/04/00), on 5 May, confirmed the de-
tention of teachers, Marga Legesse, Wolde-Yesus Mengesha and Kano Wayessa and reported that the following
17-20 year old students remained in detention and were possibly being tortured; Million Belema, Rikitu
Chemeda, Berhanu Fufa, Fisseha Negesse, Galana Neda, Adugna Tujo, Halachu Zembaba and Duguma Galissa.




Eleven of the above and Endale Gamachu, Chala Abdata and Masarat ... were reported by one local in-
formant to have disappeared.

It was reported on 4 May that the government has issued an illustrated list of three teachers and 83
students wanted as ‘criminals for disturbing the peace’ during the demonstration (see below).

Police who gave permission for the demonstration and who refused to open fire on the students have been

detained themselves.

On the same day as the Ambo demonstration, a young man was shot dead and an elderly man beaten to
death in Hadiya Zone, in the Southern Peoples Region, according to an Amhara opposition radio station on 19
March.

Jimma, Illubabor

Large numbers of government security men arrived in unmarked cars and occupied the city ‘corner to corner’
during the week beginning 18 March. Student requests for permission and help to fight the fires had already
been refused.

Security men are reported to have run over and killed a 2nd year accountancy student, Alemu Disassa.
He was born in Ambo and was a known and respected Oromo nationalist. His body was taken by security men
and later found in the River Awetu, which runs through Jimma, on 24 March. A ‘suicide note’ was attached to
the body.

Abba Duraa, a part time teacher at the elementary school and due to qualify at the Teacher Training
College this year, was ab ducted and is rumoured to have been taken to Addis Ababa,
In the city of Jimma, more than 183 (250 according to one report) teachers and students have since been de-
tained for supporting ‘opposition organisations’. Many were rounded up on the night of 25 April and in the
next few days.

Dembi Dollo, Wallega

On 2 April, two students were killed and five were wounded in Dembi
Dollo, when police were ordered to fire on peaceful demonstrators. The
demonstrators demanded an end to the Galla Gadaayi organisation (see be-
low) and the disarming of local Amhara militias as well as voicing concerns
about the fires and deaths in Ambo. The dead included Dirribee jaafar, a
young female student, hit by four bullets. The sister of Ebbisa Addunya, a
popular Oromo musician who was killed by pelice in Addis Ababa in Au-
gust 1996, was among those with bullet wounds in Ayra hospital.

Over 5,000 demonstrated at the funeral of Dirribee [ifaar on 4
Dirribee Jaafar, shot deadby April, loudly condemning the government for her death and the killing of
government troops in Dembi other students,

Dollo, 2 April., It was reported on 4 May that the government issued an illustrated
Iist of five teachers and 29 students who are wanted for ‘disturbing the
peace’ at the demonstrations (see below). ‘Large numbers’ are reported to have been detained already, includ-
ing grade 10-12 students Gurmessa Dinagde, Tujuba Sadeta, Tolashi Yadata, Liya Firrisa (has bullet wounds),
Idaso Najo (tortured and hospitalised) and Belay Jilcha ¢has bullet wounds).

Gizachew Fite, a grade 12 student, is also a policeman. He was detained for not opening fire on the
students. Hellu Argata is a grade 8 student, detained after visiting a relative. Sister Shimeles Birasa, an OPDO
central committee member, is also detained.




A junior school director, Raeyu Yohannes, and a health assistant, Idosa, from Garjeda, Anfillo, were
detained at the end of March, beaten badly and wransferred to Dembi Dollo central prison.
OSG researchers name three students who have disappeared from Dembi Dollo, Kumata Dinsa (grade 10,
OPDO police/student), Beyene Tasgara (grade 12, Student Union leader) and Kibinesh Nigatu (grade 12, Stu-
dent Union secretary).

Nekemte, Wallega

As in Ambo, students atall high schools, secondary and elementary schools demonstrated about the fires, They
also complained about the killings in Ambo and forced conscription for the war with Eritrea. Security surveil-
lance had been tight since the earlier distribution ofa leaflet condemning the oppression and killings in Ambo.

On 11 April, demonstrators gathered in the compound of Nekemte Comprehensive High School
(Meskerem 2nd High School), Lorries, full of soldiers, arrived. The soldiers surrounded the compound and
demanded that the students hand themselves over. Without waiting for a response, the troops broke in and
opened fire, wounding several students, four seriously. Takilu Mulatu Ragassa was admitted to hospital ‘rid-
dled with bullets’ and with head injuries from a pistol whipping by Captain Gebre Gebre/Giorgis, the Tigrean
head of security. Takilu later disappeared (see below). A young woman, Dadhitu Wakgari, was also among
those admitted with bullet wounds.

Soldiers occupied the school after dispersing the students and controlied movements of students and
their families. Teachers were called to the school and students were told to report to the City Hall, 5 km
away, for questioning on 16 and 17 April.

Thirteen students were detained, eleven in the police station and two in underground cells in the for-
mer Zonal Peasant Association office, IGAMA, a notorious unofficial detention centre (see below).

Four teachers, Ayana Kabata, Dejene Labecha, Getachew Umata, Dabale Qalbessa, Malka Hika, and
the School Principal, Tesfa Burayi, were taken to unknown destinations on the 17th. The Vice Principal,
Assefa Atomsa, was taken to an unknown place from his home that evening. He was reported to still be in de-
tention at the end of May. The Director’s wife, Amarech Qinad, was also abducted from home that evening,
leaving their small children unattended. Homes of teachers and students were searched.

TPLF soldiers came to Nekemte hospital in the afternoon of 17 April and abducted Takilu Mulatu Re-
gassa from his hospital bed, were he was waiting for bullets to be removed. He was taken to an unknown
place, i.e. he has disappeared. Several sources report families heing too frightened by this disappearance to risk
taking their wounded youngsters to the hospital, Unknown numbers of wounded students remained at home.

Around 6 pm on 17 April, it was announced that students must register with the security office, which
had been set up at the school, before being able to resume their studies, Over 130 are reported to have been
detained and many more are sought after. Names of students being held in Jato (Central) Prison in Nekemte,
the police station and the former IGAMA office are listed below,

Also named are 22 government security agents, the Galla Gadaayi (Oromo Killers) group in
Nekemte, including teachers, businessmen and former soldiers from the Dergue period (see below).

In the third week of April, a delegation from ICRC went from the capitel to Nekemte to visit impris-
oned students and teachers, but they were denied access.

On 2 May, twenty civilians were summoned to the security office in Nekemte and held from early
morning until §.30 pm. Among them was the wife, Amarech Qinati, of the school director who had been re-
leased from abduction. Also summoned were Haileyesus Qamane, Banti Ligaaba, Nagash Kushi, Yobannes
Aliko, Olana Gutama and Tamiru Babu. They were accused of supporting the OLF and inciting the students.
The twenty were offered passports to leave the country and threatened with execution if they remained and
supported the OLY in any way.



Gimbi, Nejo, Mandi and Arjo, Wallega

Secondary schools and high schools in these major towns in Wallega have been closed and many students and
teachers detained since demonstrations in mid-April. Among the detainees, five teachers (Aberra Gobena, Be-
lachew Tadesse, Fita Kanaa, Hika Waltaji and Sileshi Ayana) and two students (Abdissa Aberra and Yonatan
Dinagde) from Nejo have been named by Ammnesty International (Urgent Action 106/00, AFR 25/ 04/00, 5
May 2000). Other teachers reported to have been detained in Wallega include Ayana Ittafa (Nejo), Solomon
Olqaba (Gimbi), Tolera Ejeta (Ayra), Dafa Nagari (Begi), Mrs Trufat Sassiga (Gori), and Adunya Adara (Qiltn
Kara).

Fifty have been detained in Nejo, according to one report. Over 30 are imprisoned in Mandi, including Ebba
Matiyos, a teacher at the Mekane Yesus elementary school, and Yohannes Wagbulcha, a civilian, according to
the Addis Ababa student group in carly May, They state that over 300 were detained in Gimbi, Ayra, Dembi
Dollo, Begi and other areas in Wallega.

Disappearance and intimidation in Addis Ababa

In the third week of April, over 350 Addis Ababa University students, after returning to the capital, asked for
permission from the Chafe Oromia (Oromia Regional Parliament) to hold a peaceful demonstration. Oromia
President, Kuma Demeksa, warned them not to voice any criticism and their request for a demonstration was
passed to the security department.

Later, government security men came (o the campus, gathered the students and warned them to stop
their activities. ‘Beware that if you go one inch outside of this campus, we will harvest you, by shooting you
one by one’, the students have reported being told.

That night, fully armed security men woke them in their dormitories and confiscated their ID cards.
Some cards were returned one week later. Many students, especially those whose I cards were notreturned,
went into hiding, At least one, Terefe Ejere, is believed to have given information about the fires to foreign
media in March. He came back to the campus according to two correspondents and was taken from his dormi-
tory by two plain clothed security men on 2 May and ‘disappeared’. He was handeufled and taken away ina
civilian registered Volkswagen, plate no. AA 6515-4, at about 11 am. He is not believed to be in Maikelawi.

Lists of wanted students, especially those who had spoken to VOA or the BBC, are said to have been
issued at the university. As many as 146 arrests have been claimed.

Wave of detentions throughout Oromia: unrest continues

At the beginning of May, OSG received reports of widespread rounding up of opposition suspects beginning on
the night of 25 April in many major towns and cities throughout Oromia Region including Jimma, Assella,
Goba, Robe, Adama, Chiro and Moyale (west, central, east and south Oromia). A statement, written in May
by a student body in Addis Ababa, reported widespread continuing student unrest throughout West Showa and
Oromia, particularly in Wallega Zone. It reported that the unrest had spread to rural areas. The statement cor-
roborated the detention of many students and other Oromo in towns in Wallega and reported further deten-
tions in Ayra. Over 300 were being ‘tortured and interrogated’ in Gimbi, Ayra, Dembi Dollo, Begi and else-
where. All schools in Wallega are closed, including primary schools. The situation is ‘very tense’, the report
stated.,

Many detainees from demonstrations in March and April were released but students and teachers have
been forbidden from further involvement with education facilities.




The Oromia Police Commission reported on 12 May that fighting occurred between residents and po-
lice at the market in Gaba Hidhabu, Abote subdistrict, Salale, north of Addis Ababa on 9 May, The police sur-
rounded the market in order to round up forced conscripts for the war, but were met with stiff resistance.
Two clderly women, a tax collector, Girma Robi, and two policemen were reported killed. Fifteen were ar-
rested and all public movement between Dar’o and Abote was restricted. Government employees have also
been detained for interrogation.,

In May, in the village of Anano Mite, Hararge, one boy was killed and six detained because of their re-
sisting conscription, In Wollo, traditional leaders and elders from Dawa, Bate, Chachaty, and Kamiso areas,
have been detained for opposing conscription, including:

Awwalu Siraj, 80

Nuru Awwalu (Awwalu Siraj’s son)

Siraj Awwalu (Awwalu Siraj’s son, died in detention)
Abdu Wahil,

Sheik Yusuf Aman, 75

Yusuf Rashid,

Bodaya Ahmed (Mufti, died in detention)

Mohamed Abmed

Said Ahmed (died in detention).

On 26 May, many high school students of Shashemane, S. Showa, were beaten, wounded and detained
to pre-empt a demonstration.

On 3 June, at mid-day, Habtamu Tanna Zamadkun of Higher 01, Kebele 02, Waliso, was shot dead
on the Jimma road by a TPLF police man named Isayas. The OLF stated that Habtamu was the fifth person in
Waliso to be murdered in cold blood within a two week period. Tomar newspaper, in Addis Ababa, reported
the killing of Hambatu at midnight on 3 June. Local informants confirm he was the fifth recent killing,

Over 6,000 attended Habtamu's funeral on 5 June, in silent demonstration. Local police were rein-
forced with soldiers from Ambo and Sabbata. There was ‘gunfire all day’ as they tried to disperse the crowd
and many demonstrators were wounded, including Gasle ... (named by a local informant as Gasit), Moham-
med ... (Mamush) and Boru Abarra, all youths. Over 100 were detained, including elders and youngsters.

The OLF reported on 5 June that 150-200 civilians of Malka Jabdu, a village about 10 km west of Dire
Dawa, Hararge, were rounded up and detained shortly after a freight train carrying military material was
blown up on 27 May by the OLF, nearby. They report mass arrests and civil unrest in nearby towns of Kom-
bolcha and Haramaya. The OLF claimed that other recent government abuses were retaliatory, including the
execution of seven detainees in Hammaressa Detention Centre in late May and the sentencing of four prisoners
in Zeway to 14-17 years, after eight already spent in detention (see p. 18).

Wonji High School students were fired upon when demonstrating against forced conscription at the
beginning of June. One of the injured was hospitatised in Adama (Nazareth).

OSG was informed just before going to press that major public uprisings were occurring in Ambo,
Guder and Gindaberet. They began on 11 June and were continuing the following day. A police station and
army barracks had been ‘dismantled’.

Expecting large scale civil unrest, the government is busy renovating old detention facilities and erect-
ing new ones throughout Oromia Region, according to the OLF. The OLF also report that fines are being ex-
torted from civilians who refused to vote in the May elections and that mass arrests and killings are occurring in
Amhara Region.




Detainces in Nekemte

On 20 May, the following 26 students were still detained in Nekemte; in Jato (Central) Prison, the Police Sta-
tion and the former Peasant Association headquarters, [GAMA:

Abate Wako Hawi Emanuel
Fekadu Gobena Olyad Olana
Bulcha Gamada Tilahe Fekadu
Theodros Shiferaw Malkamu Habtamu
Gamta Dugassa Bijiga Biranu
Kanaa Biranu Ebissa Tolessa
Dawit Workina Workineh Bakala
Wandu Jote Getu Amanu
Getachew ... Samuel ...

Ifiu Wadajo

Ababech Galalcha
Abdu Al

Li'ul Sagat Shiferaw
Deslagne Fite

Biranu Workina

Bijiga Fekadu Kabada
Kuraa ...

Four visitors to Nekemte, whose first names are Garamu, Wandimu, Desalegn and Bakale, were bystanders at
the demonstration and remain in detention, according the same report from Oromia,

Students and teachers sought by government

Lists of names with photographs have been distributed in Ambo and Dembi Dollo. The government security
apparatus wants them for organising the demonstrations.

Ambo

No. Name Sex Occupation Grade Birth place

1 Mitiku Ayele M student 12 Worra Himano, Wollo
2 Misrak Gudeta F student 11 Bodda, Dandi

3 Tasfaye Furgasa M student 12 Qaqali, Dandi

4 Aliya Abduilahi F typist - Qobbo, Dadar

5 Lt. Taressa Mirkana M p/tstudent, OPDO 12 Barodde, Ginchi

6 Tujuba Natai M security guard 10 Raffiso, Chaliya

7 Husein Gammado M teacher -- Abhosa, Zeway

8 Abdisa Jatama M student 11 Harato, Shambu

9 Dirribaa Begii M serv. teacher - OlanKomi, Dandi

10 Firdawok Ittana M dup. worker - Aanno, Nekemte

11 Etenesh Geleta F evening student 9 Kilbé¢e Dagalli, Jaldu
12 Dereje Nagari M student 12 Qilinxo, Gudar

13 Gadisa Fufa M student 9 Worabessa, Inchini

14 Mirkana Tolasa M student 11 Sariti, Jaldu

15 Idosa Dhaba M student 12 Albasa, Gindo

16 Iticha Galalcha M student 11 Haro, Gindo

17 Tadese Ufga’a M student i1 Gara Hola, Dandi

18 Tirfessa Mijana M student 12 Worqa, Dandi

19 Diramsa Badhadha M student 12 GabaGammada, Gindo
20 Mirkane Jirata F janitor / student 11 Irressa, Daannoo

21 Li*ilt Tezera F student 12 Hoxxee, Dasee, Wollo
22 Azeb Yimer F student 12 Ulma, Ambasil, Wollo
23 Rorisa Yaii M student 11 Qachama, Meetta Robi



24
25
26
27
28
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39

41
42
43

45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
5%
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
@9
70
71

Baro Gamachu
Guutama Diro
Mulata Danaansa
Darara Iddosa
Miijana Hirpho
Gamachu Nagara
Galanee Irko
Teka Firdisa
Guttaa Jaben
Taressa Wami
Ganfure Mulata
Almaz Fufaa
Tasfaye Alaka
Aliya Yasin
Ragasa Guutata
Marga Sonessa
Gezahign Ali
Kafana Oli
Tewabech Kafani
Sileshi Liklcsa
Mekonnen Jatama
Engida Mazgabu
Mirkane Tolasa
Ajama Tola
Taressa Gonji
Ararsa Guddata
Daraartu Badhadha
Isata Gammada
Hataatu Iddosa
Mijana Firaol
Tasgara Gudata
Mulata Galata
Sadeta Garbi
Tadese Badhiadha
Gexe Tirfessa
Mulugeta Dandana
Kababwu Nagara
Mulata Katani
Ejigu Dirribsa
Dirribe Dirribsa
Teshome Dirribbsa
Haymanot Kallacha
Mesfin Yadata
Getinet Diro
Adanech Lata
Rorrisa Kafana
Gamachu Feyisa
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student
student
student
student
student
student
stmdent
student
student
guard/student
student
student
p/tstudent OPDO

dup. worker OPDO

student
student
student
student
student
student, OPDXO
student
student
student
student
student
student
student
student
student
guard/ student
student
student
student
student
student
student
student
student
student
student
student
student
student
student
student
student
student

10
11
10
11
11
12
11
11
12
12
11
10
12

11
10

10
11
12
10
10
10
11
11
12
12
12

10
11
10
1t
12
12
12

12
12
11
11
12
12
11
11
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Tobba, lu Abbabor
Gololee, Ginchi
Gabbata, Nonno
Haroressa, Gudar

Tullu Amara, Bako Tibe

Tokkee, Gudar
Danisa, Jaldu
Goban, Horro
Kuttaye, Gudar
Tullu Adi, Tibbee
Sukute, Jaldu
Chobii, Jaldu
Hiikata, Nonno
Harato, Horro
Tjaajji, Calliya

Daraaraa, Incinni

Selam, Borana St, Wollo

Gudar, Ambo
Tokkee, Gudar
Woddessa, Ambo
Homacha, Gindo
Baroddo, Dandi
Hora, Ambo
Dagalii, Jaldu
Awwaro, Ambo
K2H 1, Ambo
Asgori, Ambo
Ifata, Dandi
Jibat, Daanno
Hora, Ambo
Tokkee, Gudar
Woddessa, Ambo
Bako, Tibbe

K2 H1, Ambo
Asgori, Ginchi
Dalati, Ambo
Awwaro, Ambo
Haro Biitee, Gindo
K 01, Gudar

K 01, Gudar

K 01, Guddar

K1 H2, Ambo
Tokke, Gudar
(Qes Amba, Ambo
K01, Gudar

01 Ambo
Jabessa, Inchini




72 Walala Jjjata F student 12 Tutu Jibat, Nonno

73 Mardasa Jaben M student 10 K01, Gudar

74 Mitildau Kumsa M student 10 Meexxi. Ambo

75 Hiegible M student 10 K02, Ambo

76 Guddata Dachasa M student i0 Dalati, Ambo

77 (Gaddisa Ayyana M student 10 Jaree Gudayya, Horro
78 Safayee Milkessa F student 10 Awwaro, Ambo

79 Lt Tamana Eachii M student, QPDO 12 Woddessa, Ambo

80 Xenadam Ajama F student 11 Kachisi, Gindo

81 Soretti Saatto F student, 10 Dabobessa, Shanan
82 Hacalu Danboba M student 10 Gaaleyyi, Dandi

83 Dereje Berehanu M student it Gaba Hidhabu, Selale
84 Corp. Kemal Kedir M student, OPDO 12 Ajjee, Shashamannee
85 Mikessaa Oljirraa M student 12 K02, Ambo

Dembi Dollo

Of the 29 known to be listed, the following names are known:

No. Name Sex Occupation Grade
1 Hizkiel Tolera M student 12
2 Tamira Arsaddi M student 12
3 Fita Gudata M student 13
4 Milkessa Disasa M student 10
5 Marami Damie F student 11
6 Dabali Mootuma M student/ demob. corp. 12
7 Bayera Aga M OPDO police/student 9
8 Tariku Sarbesa M stdt/ tax worker 12
9 Oljira Chamada M stdt/ photocopyist 10
10 Ejigayehu Tadese M stdt/ cafeteria worker 11
i1 Tajie Garomsa F wife of art unit leader 12
12 Sgt. Benya Furgasa M disabled war veteran 12
13 Dirame Dambi F school janitor, student 12
14 . Wakjira M i1
15 Ibrahim Dirar M 12
16 Getu Olana M 9
17 Magartu Tucho F student 10

Magartu Tucho, daughter of the late Gamada Tucho, is reported to have been raped (unconfirmed) and o have
damaged hearing following torture, Mr Wakijira is an ex-detaince of Dhidessa camp.

Galla Gadaayi - ‘Oromo Killers’

Galla Gadaayi, meaning ‘Oromo Killers', is the name given to a reportediy national group of armed settlers,
responsible for harassing and intimidating Oromo, espedially those who support the OLF. Two reports of Galla
Gadaayi groups being active in Wallega Zone have been received by OSG. Atleast those around Nekemte have
been given land by the government, The group is run by a central committee member of the EPDM, the gov-
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ernment Ambara party. Persecation of Oromo by settlers from Amhbara and Tigray Regions occurs throughout
Oromia Region.
Members of Galla Gadaayiin Nekemte, who have been reported to OSG are:

Shifara Falaqa, Kebele 05 Ayale Walda Hanna, businessman, K 02
Biru Bogale, K 02 Baqala Ishete, K 01

Getacho Ayalew, K 03 Hayilu Wandumu, K 02

Taye Tilahun, K 07 Mamo Yimam, K 05

Habtamu Tafari, teacher, K 03 Tafari Mulatu, K 03

Wubishet Tafari, teacher, K 07 Yakob Balay, K 01

Makonnen Kabada, K01 Qumilacho Hayilu, teacher, K 04
Malaku Zalaka, teacher, K04 Asfaw Manaye, K 01

Tasfaye Yosef, K 07 Alamu Zargawu, businessman, K 04
Alamu Ramato, businessman, X 03 Sgt. Taye Kabada, K 05

Shalaga Cheeru, ex-soldier, K 05 Tasfaye Ashanafi, teacher, K 05

SUPREME COUR'T DISMISSALS

All judges of the Oromia Regional Supreme Court and the Chief Federal Supreme Court Judge, Hagos Woldu,
a Tigrean, were sacked in March. Damtew Gudure and Rata Bekele were dismissed in mid-March. Ahmedin
Ibrahim (President of Oromia Supreme Court, an OPDO member and political appointee), Bekele Gulit, Ta-
kada Dhaba, Mulata Galata, Mideksa Gaddisa and another 5-12 judges were expelled at the end of the month,

All were banned from practising any form of law in Ethiopia and from taking any form of employment
in Oromia, All are under virtual house arrest. At least some are charged with corruption.

There are several postulated reasons for the judges’ dismissal, including their refusal to regard demon-
strating students as criminals and to try captured OLF fighters (especially the prisoners of war being held in
Zeway, S. Showa) for capital offences. Previous attempts by judges to resist government interference with ju-
dicial independence resulted in dismissal and detention of judges in 1995 and 1996 (see Press Releases No. 6,
June 1995, p. 8; No. 11, Feb 1996, p. 14; No. 13, June-July 1996, p. 14; No. 14, Aug-Sept 1996, p. 18; No.
20, Nov-Dec 1997, p. 18).

It has been reported that the Oromia Supreme Court ordered the release of some OLEF fighters, in
February 2000, demanded less interference by the Federal Supreme Court, just prior to the dismissals, and that
they called for the reduction in the time spent by political prisoners awaiting trial.

The Oromia Supreme Court is accountable to the Prime Minister, Meles Zenawi. The cases of the ‘65’
Oromo intelligentsia, accused of conspiracy and detained for over two years, were said to be in the process of
being transferred to the Oromia Supreme Court when the sackings occurred,

On 23 April, OSG was informed of the detention of one of the judges, Takada Dhaba. He was detained
in Moyale, on the Kenyan border, and taken back to Addis Ababa.

GADA BAND GO INTO EXILE

Members of the only surviving Oromo music band, the Gada Band, were asked to perform at the 25® anniversary
celebrations of the TPLF in Mekele, Tigray, in February. They were unwilling to do so and were subjected to harass-
ment and intimidation. Former band members and members of other Oromo musical groups were either in deten-
tion or had left the country.

Boharsitu Obsa, Hirpha Ganfure, Hayilu Kitaba, Qurquji Simboo and "T'otoba Tadasa were threatened with
detention, before they fled into exile.
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ADDIS ABABA AND CENTRAL OROMIA REGION

The ‘65’ Oromo charged with conspiracy

Of the 65 prominent Oromo figures, who were detrined in Jate 1997 and early 1998, at least 61 remain in detention
in Addis Ababa. Amnesty International regards many of the detainees as prisoners of conscience. Most are being held
in Karchale Central Prison but at least 17 have been held in dark underground celks and exposed to the torture facili-
ties at Maikelawi Special Investigation Centre. They are notallowed to speak in their native tongue, Afaan Oromoo.
Some, for example Solomon Namarra, have spent long periods in arm and leg shackles.

The 61 have been charged cn bloc with conspiracy and if they are found guilty, they could be executed. De-
spite being held for over two years, their trial has not proceeded beyond preliminary stages.

They include the most well educated and influential among the Oromo intelligentsia and their deten-
tion is part of the plan published by the government party journal Hizbaawi Adcerain December 1996 to fight
the Oromo ‘higher intellectual and bourgeoisie extensively and resolutely’.

The detainees include board members of the Macha-Tulama Association (MTA, a 36 year old Oromo
cultural and self-help organisation), the Human Righis League (HRL, a legal human rights reporting and educa-
tion organisation, closed down in April 1998), the Oromo Relief Association (ORA, an indigenous relief and
development organisation, closed down by the government in 1995/6), UR/IInewspaper journalists and man-
agers, and health professionals who worked at an Oromo clinic in Addis Ababa (Gate of Life clinic, closed by
the government in 1996).

Four were thought to have disappeared before the list of defainees was made available. One, Gudina
Fufa Lata, has escaped; two have been released and one has disappeared. The Federal Court ordered the release
of Dr Gezaw Irana Gojam, Sister Zewditu Deressa Sasiga and Sahilu Hassan Badhasso in April/May 1999. Dr
Gezaw and Sister Zewditu were released as promised but Sahilu Hassan was not to be found when relatives
came from Hararge to greet him. Their efforts to trace him have been in vain,

The following was translated from the official court list, written in Ambaric:
1-Rabi Hussein Y ousuf
2-Gadissa Abera Bekane, transferred to Maikelawi in early 1999
3-Ashenafi Biru Tolessa, transferred to Maikelawi in early 1999
4-Tolera Tadesse Jarra
5-Kadir Ismael Ali, transferred to Maikelawi in early 1999
6-Nasir Ibrahim Sali, transferred to Maikelawi in early 1999
7-Mohammed Abdurahman Ali, transferred to Maikelawi in early 1999
8-Zerihun Bekelcha Tolera
9-Tekle Kinat Nafa
10-Agassa Lamessa Dinka
11-Tesfa Birhanu Oldiga, university teacher and advisor to Ministry of Finance, reported at end of 1996 to have
disappeared
12-Saktu Dirbaba Abdi, lady civil servant
13-Beyene Abdi, 74, former teacher, Supreme Court judge and parliamentarian, member of Qromo Elders
Committee, HRL and MTA board member, UR/IIboard chairman
14-Hussein Abdi Jawa, 52, MTA office manager, former employee at Ministry of Foreign Affairs, HRL board
member
15-Gabissa Lamessa Gelelcha, late sixties, Save the Children Fund accountant, HRL and MTA board member,
transferred to Maikelawi it December 1998

12



16-Beyene Belissa Amuma, 52, telecommunications manager, HRL board member, amputee, needing assis-
tance to use toilet facilities since artificial leg confiscated, reported severely ill in April 1999 but denied hospi-
tal admission

17-Zewdu Chemeda Akasso, geography teacher, HRL and MTA board member

18-Gadissa Bultosa Beri, employee of Oromia Agricultural Bureau, HRL and MTA board member
19-Haji Sahilu Kafte Mame, 64, retired civil servant, former member of Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs,
HRL and MTA board member

20-Tilahun Hirpassa Sosoba, ex-teacher, HRL and MTA board member, former ORA official, tortured 1992-3
21-Adem Mume Ibrahim

22-Adunya Bari Gemechu

23-Mohammed Wayu Bume, employee of Oromia Civil Service bureau, MTA board member
24-Addisu Beyene Kalo, HRL founder member, ORA Executive Director

25-Hailu Terfassa Tasse, Mekane Yesus church hostel manager, MTA board member

26-Abdella Haji Ali Adem

27-Fayera Abdissa Kitila, plant scientist, reported to have disappeared in 1996

28-Solomon Namarra Girmossa, UR/H journalist and editor, held in Maikelawi since December 1998
29-Tesfaye Deressa Kumsa, 38, UR/I journalist and editor, poet, song writer

30-Garoma Bekele Wakasa, 39, UR/II general manager, HRL general secretary

31-Sister Tsige Kebede, ‘Gate of Life’ clinic

32-Alemayehu Geleta

33-Fetene Bayisa Yadeta, transferred to Maikelawi in early 1999

34-Ashenafi Duressa Chanka, transferred to Maikelawi in early 1999

35-Damtew Behailu Ejeta

36-Adugna Bekele Buri

37-Kaba Kefena Firdu

38-Deresse Abdeta Bekana

39-Dendena Iticha Megersa

40-Fayera Eba Jaware

41-Abera Dhibissa Abdi

42-Besta Tuju Gurmessa

43-Mulugeta Bulcha Dame

44-Sime Qumbi

45-Nega Guta Dinka

46-Gudeta Negussic Magarsa Abebe

47-Kumsa Wolde-Senbet

48-Bekele Atomsa Jabessa

49-Milkessa Tolessa Gondele

50-Bedhasa Tolessa, pensioner

51-Hailemariam Chala Ula

52-Ashebir Oncho Diga, reported to have disappeared on 11 Fehruary 1998

53-Ahmed Mohammed Umer

54-Ginni . ,

55-Sister Zewditu Deressa Sasiga, ‘Gate of Life’ clinic

56-Dr Gezaw Irana Gojam, ‘Gate of Life’ clinic

57-Sahilu Hassan Badhasso, disappeared from custody

58-Gudina Fufa Lata, escaped

59-Abdurahman Yessouf Mudie
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60-Mohammed Abdi Adem

61-Abdissa Burse Hundessa

62-Marifa Ibrahim Adem

63-Abubaker Hamza Mohammed, market trader from Dire Dawa, disappeared from July 1996 to June 1997
and from December 1997

64-Timam ...

65 Hajir Kadir Wako

Death in Karchale

Tesfaye Mangaqa, a teacher in his carly forties from Aira Gulisso, Wallega, died in Karchale Central Prison in Addis
Ababa in mid-April, He wasnot among the ‘65’ prisoners of conscience.

He was among the 105 Oromo taken to Adama (Nazareth), 100 km south of Addis, on 5 February 1998 (see
Press Release 23, June-July 1998, p. 2). The 105 were accused of supporting the OLF and held in Adama for 30 days,
undergoing 4-6 hours indoctrination daily. They were warned not to participate in Macha-Tulama Association meet-
ings or partake in Oromo cultural events. Most were released after signing documents obtained from Maikelawi Spe-
cial Investigation Centre, stating that they were aware of the consequences of future support for the Oromo national-
istmovement.

Fifteen remained in unofficial detention in Adama, including Tesfaye Mangaqa. The date ofhis transfer to
Karchale is not known, nor is the fate of the other fourteen.

Oromo students in Tigray are held in Karchale; one death

Information about the 28 detained Oromo students from Mekele Business College in Tigray was received from
reliable sources in Addis Ababa on 2 June. Their transfer to Karchale Central Prison in Addis Ababa wasre-
ported in the last Press Release.

The students were abducted from their dormitories in September 1999 and kept in dark underground cells in
Mekele for two and a half months. They were then taken to Oromia Regional Police Headquarters in Addis
Ababa for questioning. They have been moved often and are dispersed between cells in Maikelawi Special In-
vestigation Centre, Karchale Central Prison and the Police HQ. They have been severely beaten and tortured.
Specific mention of the use of electric torture equipment was made. They are all held because of suspected
support for the OLF.

Mekonnen Zewde, from Ada’aa, has been reported killed, deliberately, ‘by medicine’

The following are among those still being held in Karchale:

Qirocho Tsegaye, Adama

Taganu Nagga, Adama

Tawaji Shuna, Adama [Tawaji Shuna may not be a student. Tawaji Shuna Gojjamo, 38, from Adama, disap-
peared after being detained in Awassa police station, Sidama Zone, on 19 May 1999. It has often been ru-
moured that some disappeared persons are held in Tigray ]

Chala Biru, Matzharaa

Diriba Kuma, Shambu, Wallega

Fekadu Wakgari, Addis Ababa

Mohamed (Anwar), Hararge
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Killings

Mrs Azrat Yitbarek, Chairperson of Woreda 3, Kebele 52, and

Tesfaye Negatu, 47 year old resident of the same Kebele, were shot dead by an EPRDF member and local co-
ordinator of the Tigray Development Association at about 3.00 pm on 17 May 1999, after he accused her of
being an All Amhara Peoples Organisation member.

Tewodros Teshome, a youth from Woreda 21, Kebele 14, Addis Ababa, was shot dead by a policeman when
walking home from the Kebele recreation centre, at about 11.30 pm on 21 May 1999. The killer was arrested
but is released on bail and continuing to work as a policeman.

Abebaw Negash, a youth from ‘Lam Beret’, Woreda 17, Kebele 21, Addis Ababa, was shotdead bya police-
man guarding the Ethiopian Institute of Geology atabout midnight on 23 October 1999,

Ethiopian Human Rights Council 15™ Report, 16 December 1999,

Fikiru Amacha, who run away from Dembi Dollo and was hiding in Addis Ababa, was shot dead on the street
by government security men around 24725 May 2000, according to contacts of an OSG informant in the USA.

Disappearances

Kanna Wolde-Giorgis, from Kebele 14, Addis Ababa, was reported in March to have been detained in a mili-
tary camp for one year from mid-1992. An acquaintance in exile wrote that he was then taken to an unknown
place and has since disappeared.

Agegnew Gossaye and Bedasso Buta, both former soldiers in the Dergue army from Arsi Negele, were de-
tained in a military camp there along with 22 people taken from Shashemane and Zeway on 15 July 1998. Alter
three months they were separated from the others and their location is now unknown. The other detainees
were {ransferred to detention in their home areas on 4 November 1998,

Bekele Abebe G/ Mariam, from Kebele 3, Ambo, E. Showa, was head of Ambo Adult Training Station until
forced to move to Addis Ababa in 1994 because of harassment and accusations of OLF membership by Ambo
security men. He was found by government security men and taken from his hiding place in the capital on 26
December 1998, Since then, his whereabouts are unknown.

Mulugeta Assefa, from Nekemte, Wallega, was abducted by government soldiers from outside Nekemte police
siation, on 26 August 1999, He had just been released from detention. Mulugeta was taken next day to the
former security training camp in Kotobe, Addis Ababa. On 25 September, he was moved to Maikelawi Special
Investigation Centre. Since then, his location is unknown.

Mohammed Murad, a teacher and a Harari, was sent from Harar, E. Hararge, to the Civil Service College in
Addis Ababa in 1994, Three months before completing his law degree, he disappeared on 14 August 1995.
Neither his parents nor the dean of the college have been able to locate him since then. He was a student rep-
resentative and known to disagree with colleagues on questions of nationalism.

Capt. Teshome Tenkolu and Lt. Danicl Beyene were fighter pilots in the Ethiopian Air Force when arrested by
security officers on 3 June 1998. Since then, their whereabouts are unknown. Their parents complained of the
disappearances and were told on 1 September 1999 by Major Abraham, Security Head for the Air Force, that
they could meet their children, No contact has been made since.

Ethiopian Human Rights Council 15t Report, 16 December 1999,
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Immiruu Ittafaa, an Oromo residing in the USA, disappeared in April, in Addis Ababa after visiting relatives in
Gidami, Wallega. Relatives have gone to the capital but have filed to locate him. They have been told that he
was abducted by three men waiting outside the house where he was staying in the capital. The US embassy
claimed he had left Oromia for the USA, His luggage remains with relatives in Addis Ababa.

Email message from acquaintance of family lving in the USA, 9 May 2000,

Dr. Asafa Makataa was abducted from his home in Kasa Inchis, Addis Ababa, at 11 pm on 2 June 2000, after
plain clothed TPLF security men broke in, according to OSG contacts in Addis Ababa. Dr Asafa was a depart-
ment head in the Ethiopian Ministry of Agriculture for over 20 years. He was non-political but was interviewed
on television because he was the only Ph.D), graduate among those completing a course in Qubce, the latin al-
phabet used for the Oromo language, at Menelik Comprehensive Schoal,

Four brothers from S. Showa disappeared in mid-March 2000, according to their sister living in the USA,
Tesfaye Hamda Gojamo, 34, an employee of the Bulbula Area Sodash Co., was taken from Bulbula, Zeway, S.
Showa. He had been harassed at work and urged to join the OPDO, government Oromo party.

Gishu Hamda Gojamo, his 17 year old brother, was also abducted from Bulbula,

Aman Hamda Gojamo, 33, and

Tsehay Hamda Gojamo, 30, disappeared from Zeway.

Relatives have been unable to locate the men in prisons in the arca. None of them are active OLF members.
‘Just being Oromo is enough’, their sister writes.

Imprisonment, torture, confiscation and long sentences

The following are excerpts of an account of detention and torture in 1992, a month before the OLF were
forced from the transitional government. The account was obtained by interview with OSG in the TISA on 18
March 2000. The identity of the victim has been withheld, to protect his family. Towards the end of May
1992, he was taken to Maikelawi Special Investigation Centre by TPLF security men, after they had searched
his house. He remembers Tigrean voices asking on his arrival whether he was ‘another Oromo’, After interro-
gating and beating him, one assailant fetched the ‘torture gear’ from the nextroom,

‘He ordered me to stand up and take everything off except my underwear . . . . He punched me in the
stomach and I bent forward . . . he hit my face forward with his knee’, He undressed as instructed. ‘The man
tied my hands at my back and my legs at my ankles with electric wire. 'Then he forced me down on the floor
with my face down. He started hitting me with double thickness electric wire on my back, He repeatedly hit
inside of my feet, which was very painful, more than when he hit me on other places.’

After brief questioning, the torturer continued. e stuffed a ball of foul fabric into his mouth and ‘re-
sumed hitting me more strongly. He kicked me with his feet when his hands got tired and then again with the
electric wire. . ..

The beating continued every other day for almost two weeks. Although my body started getting used to the
beating and somehow felt less painful, [ became weaker and fel¢ sick, After the second torture session . . . nobody
asked questions. I just would be taken to the same room and tortured for about 45 minutes and returned to my cell.
After about two weeks . . . I was transferred to a larger room where there were about thirty other prisoners. All of
them were Oromos but I didn’t know any of them personally. Ilearned for the first fime from them that we were at
Maikelawi Central Prison.’
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He was held for six months, until his wife secured his release by bribery. Despite distancing himself com-
pletely from Oromo organisations, in 1996 he was again interrogated and his business premises were closed.

TK wrote from exile on 20 March 2000 that, in 1993, her mother had been detained and tortured and that ‘mean-
while, the EPRDF army confiscated all our properties . . . saying it belonged to the OLF. We had a big metal and
furniture making shop, they had closed it for the time being, for a year, and then took all of the machines and all furni-
ture in the shop. When poverty came to us and all our properties had gone, we decided to sell our big house. Yet we
couldn’t because the EPRDT troops warned all people who wanted to buy our house.’

After years of harassment, she was detained for four months hst year. ‘While . . . in jail, I had been tortured,
beaten by eleciric wire and three times weekly the EPRDFarmy rapedme . . . with twenty men. Because of thislam
still suffering from a uterus infection.’

Lt. Samuel Qorga and Iyob Wariyo were detained and tortured in a military camp in Arsi Negele from 15 July to 4
August 1998. They were then transferred to Adama (Nazareth) prison, E. Showa, where mistreatment continued.
Iyob Wariyo has been subjected to prolonged suspension of a water container from his genitalia.

Wondimagegn Legesse, Woreda 5, Kebele 23, was severcly beaten about the face with a gun butt when arrested on
30 August 1999. He was denied medical attention during his nine days in detention,

Ethiopian Human Rights Council 15 Report, 16 December 1999,

Mitiku Bayissa, a member of staff of Madda Walsabuu, was arrested along with two
other staff members for the Oromo journal, Ms Almaz Fufa and Ms Chaltu Waktola,
on 28 October 1999. They were taken from the premises in Woreda 11, Kebele 17,
in the capital, at 9.00 am. Almaz and Chaltu were released on bail after two months,
but Mitiku, who suffers with asthma and is being denied medication, was refused bail.
The Madda Walabuu office remained occupied by TPLF soldiers at least until Janu-
ary. His detention was reported by the Ethiopian Human Rights Council and by OSG R oo
informants in the capital, Mitiku Bayissa

Col. Bahru Abera, 64, former Dergue soldier, was detained in Harar prison, E. Hararge, in April 1994, one
year after being released from ‘rehabilitation training’. He was not allowed to attend the funeral of his wife
who died in January 1995. He has not been charged and requests for bail have been refused. On 26 February
1999, he was transferred to Woreda 13 police station in Addis Ababa, where he is forced to survive on left-
overs from food bought for other prisoners.

Sultan Hussen Mohammed, an employee of the Ethiopian Electric Power Corporation, of Woreda 19, Kebele
55, Addis Ababa, was taken from his work place on 16 March 1999 and held at Woreda 13 police station since
then,

Tayo Hurji Godana, Woreda 12, Kebele 12, Addis Ababa, was abducted atmidnight on 16 April 1998 and held
without charge or trial in Woreda 13 police station until 9 June 1999.

Ethiopian Human Rights Council 15™ Report, 16 December 1999,

AM wrote from exile about his bullet wounds and detention from 25 June 1992 to 28 February 1993. A year
later he began working for Madda Walaabuu (see above) and was defained again from 23 December 1994 to 18
June 1995 and from 22 April 1997 to 11 May 1999, He was again detained in the capital from 14 January 2000
to 14 March.
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Dachassa Abate Lemma, Mckonnen Tola and Taye Abdissa were reportedon 11 April by an acquaintnce in the
USA to have been detained in Karchale Central Prison in Addis Ababa since August 1999. They were all
Oromo businessmen and were taken from their homes by soldiers. Dachassa was wounded in his legs by gun-
fire at the time of his abduction. None of the three have appeared in court.

Long sentences for four OLF members in Zeway

On 6 June, the Indian Occan Newsletter veported that four OLF members in Zeway prison, 5, Showa, had
been sentenced after serving eight years in pre-trial detention. Dr. Jamal and Adam Mustafa have each been
given 17 years of imprisonment while Abdo Ibro and Mohammed Abdi were sentenced to 15 and 14 yearsre-
spectively. They were denied legal representation and their request for appeal has been denied,

Dismissals

In recent months, the following Oromo employees of the Ethiopian immigration services were sacked, according to
contacts in Addis Ababa. They received dismissal letters after being accused of issuing passports to indivicuals
who were not entitled:

Gebreyes Dambi

Fikerte Jabessa

Aliya Kalif

Etenesh Mekonnen

Lt. Demmelash Dhaabaa

Qanani Boru

EASTERN OROMIA REGION
Killings

In March 2000, a close associate of Abdullahi Adem, the chairman of the Peace and Reconciliation Committee
in Assebot, W. Hararge, personally informed OSG of how Abdullahi met his death.

Because of conflict between QLF and TPLF during the early transitional period, 1991-1992, Peace and Recon-
ciliation Committees were established to iron out problems in the run up to the elections in June 1992. Abdul-
Iahi was a supporter of the OLF and helped raise funds for them. On 22 May 1992, a month before the OLF
boycottand dismissal from government, he was chairing a meeting when he and another OLF committee
member, Kamal Ahmed, were shot by an EPRDF representative. Kamal died
instantly and Abdullahi Adem died two days later in Asebeteferi hospital.

Haji Kedir Sheka, at the age of 85, was detained in Goba prison, Bale in 1994. He
was a respected local elder, successful merchant and head of a large family, with
20 sons. Haji Kedir had prominently appealed to the Ethiopian government and
the US embassy about human rights abuses before and after the 1992 elections.
He had resisted repeated attempts to coax him to join the government Oromo
party, the OPDO. He had high blood pressure and, when on no medication in
detention, had a severe stroke, paralysing his right side. He remained ina helpless
Haji Kedir Sheka state for five years, until his death in mid-July 1999, according to local sources.
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Mohammed Abdalla, a resident of E. Hararge, was detained for two days before being murdered and thrown
offa cliff in his car at Zigita by TPLF soldiers in 1996.

Acquaintance of victin, interviewed in the USA, March 2000.

Aliyi Tbro Ahmed, from Mieso, W. Hararge, was shot dead in his brother’s house in early 1999, according to a
letter from his brother, in exile, dated 20 February 1999.

Muad Hashim, a single businessman in his carly thirties, was an officer in the OLF. He was detained butre-
turned to work in his shop in Galamso, W, Hararge, in 1997. Because of repeated harassment, he sold his busi-
ness and moved, with his savings, to Moyale, Borana Zone. He was detained in Moyale and all of his money
was confiscated. After being transferred to detention centres in Addis Ababa and then Chiro, he was released
when elders negotiated with Chiro authorities. The elders were unable to persuade officials to return his life’s
savings. Out of frustration, in summer 1999 he shot dead two TPLF officials and was then shot dead by gov-
ernment forces,

Information obtained by interview with elderly acquaintance of victim, now living in the USA, March 2000.

Disappearances

A close acquaintance of Mrs Shamsi Adem Ahmed wrote in February of the dis-
appearance of both her and her husband in Dire Dawa, E. Hararge, after being
abducted by government security men on 10 October 1998. Her family have ap-
pealed for help in locating her.

Mussa Ismael Ibrahim was abducted on 11 November 1996 in Baroda, near Hu-
bata mountain, Bale. He is known to have been taken up Hubata mountain with
two Oromo peasants, with whom he was abducted. The two peasants were killed
and their bodies were found on the mountain, Mussa’s body was not found, He
was a graduate and practitioner in Islamic Law and had been detained with other
family members on several occasions. Shamsi Adem Ahmed

Correspondence from close acquaintance in exite, 28 March 2000,
Dr Fekade Admasu, a practising doctor in Harar, was detained there for five months in 1997, He was accused
of supplying the OLF with medicines. His family were told that he was transferred to another prison centre,

but were not told where. They have been unable to trace him since then.

Acquaintance of victim, interviewed in the USA, March 2000.

Imprisonment, confiscation and long sentences

SI, a successful store owner in W. Hararge, wrote a statement, dated 18 October 1999, from exile about his
repeated periods of detention in Hurso, Chiro, Asebeteferi, Mieso and Chiro: a total of five years.

His premises were looted of 400 sacks of sorghum, worth 40,000 Birr and materials worth 50,000 Birr by
Ethiopian army soldiers.
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Ethiopian state television reported that Hararge Regional High Court had sentenced two OLF mem-
bers, Ramadan Mucha and Tawfiq Muhammad, to life imprisonment on 1 March,

On 5 April, the Ethiopian Herald reported that Daro Labu District Court, W. Hararge, had sentenced
four men to up to § years imprisonment, claiming that they had started fires in the area. The men had been
detained previously for being OLF members.

WESTERN OROMIA REGION
Killing

The brother of Duudaa Tilahun wrote from exile on 21 March abouthis death during torture and interrogation
in Addis Ababa, after being captured by government soldiers in 1992. Duudaa’s body was taken to Menelik I
hospital. Duudaa’s mother was killed in her house in Nejo, Wallega, on 20 August 1992.

Detention and disappearances

Fu’ad Abbafogi Abbajobir, former journalist for the Oromia Information Bureau (see OSG newsletter Sagalce
Haaraa) and Oromia Development Association worker from Jimma, llubabor, arranged five-day workshops in
Nekemte (Wallega Zone) and Jimma in May 1999, for the Packard Foundation. He had been detained, en-
slaved, beaten and wounded by government forces in 1992,

He stayed in his father’s house in Jimma after completing the workshops. At the same time, his aunt
had just returned from visiting an uncle in Saudi Arabia. Also at home was a brother.

At this time there was a wave of arrests of suspected OLF sympathisers, co-incident with a conscrip-
tion drive for the war with Eritrea. On 27/8 May, Fu'ad, his brother and aunt were arrested by TPLF soldiers
at their home. The government security apparatus had traced his aunt’s movements since her return from Saudi
Arabia. The house was searched for one hour before the three were taken to Jimma Military Camp. Only inno-
cent correspondence from the uncle in Saudi Arabia was found. Nevertheless, the interrogators ingisted that
the three were meeting to pass on information sent from Saudi Arabia for OLF activists in the area,

The three were separated on arrival at the military camp, Fu’ad was interrogated by three TPLF sol-
diers the following day. They told him, “We know really why you are here. You will be released now if you
give us the names of OLF activists around Jimma’. He knew of none apart from his brother, who was active
when the OLF were a legal political party, and other relatives who now lived abroad.

He was repeatedly told to name OLF contacts or be prepared to lose his life. He was asked which gov-
ernment people and businessmen he knew, but they were not satisfied with his answers. They did not listen to
his account of the workshops he had been running,

He was slapped on his face and had a pistol put at the end of his nose. ‘Do you want us to tear your
head apart with a bullet?’ he was asked, before he was struck on the face with the pistol butt.

Fu’ad was kept in foul conditions, being allowed to go to the latrine only once a day, for 13 days or so
before a guard asked how much money he had with him. ‘T could contact someone for you', the guard said.
Fu’ad had 600 Birr in his pocket and handed it over.

The Oromia Development Association manager, Awad Jibril, contacted government officials because the
documents from the workshops were wanted to meet deadlines given by the Packard Foundation. Fu’ad was
questioned and arrangements were made for TPLF men to collect the documents from the family home. Next
day, about 13 June, he was released after signing that he apologised for OLF activity and that his life would be
‘his responsibility’ if he ever came to Jimma again.
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His brother and aunt remained in detention and were removed to an unknown destination in late
February 2000; i.e. they have disappeared.

Imp risonment and reappearances

Correspondence from Jimma, llubabor, in March, states that suspected OLF supporters had been detained in
the town prison. They are Ligaba Gebre, from Mandi, Bacha Dagage (Mandi), Jira Ta’era (Chelia), Belena
Gudeta (Nejo), Abbas Gojjam (Begi), Endale Etefa and Dr Fikadu Kenno.

Haileyesus Keneni, self-employed, from Nekemte, Wallega, and Chaltu Deressa, a visitor from England, were
arrested without warrant on 19 August 1999 and detained in Nekemte police station until 30 August.

Ethiopian Human Rights Council 15" Report, 16 December 1999,

Mossisa Duressa, an employee of the Mekane Yesus church in Nekemte, Wallega, disappeared with three oth-
ers after their abduction in July 1999, When interviewed by OSG in the USA in March, Mossisa Duressa, a
diabetic on insulin, explained that he had miraculously survived without the drug for three months in captivity
before his release on 15 October. His disappearance and the disappearance of Mulugeta Asfaw, Sirika Gamachn
and Abraham Likaasaa was reported by Amnesty International and OSG (Press Release 29, p. 2, Aug-Oct
1999).

They were kept in a house taken from an army general, killed by the Dergue. They were kept incom-
municado in pairs, Mossisa with Mulugeta Asfaw, in the house in Kotobe, on the northern outskirts of Addis
Ababa. The house has a compound with a high fence. They were not beaten or tortured, but were subject to
frequent intimidation and insults. They were allowed access to the toilet twice each day.

After his release, Mossisa returned to Nekemte, where he was warned by friends and neighbours not
to go out at night. He said, ‘All the time, people with guns were patrolling round my house at night, [ thank
Amnesty International and OSG wholeheartedly for reporting my abduction. Thanks to God, I survived with-
out insulin and was released. I did not think I would come out. I thought that they would kill me.’

Another case of reappearance is that of Temesgen Bekele, whose disappearance in August 1996 was reported
by OSG in the Press Release of May/June 1997 (p. 12). He wrote from exile on 22 February, reporting that
he was detained in Shambu prison, Wallega, from 11 August 1996 until he broke out when OLF fighters
opened the prison in April 1997. He had been previously detained and tortured in Hurso camp for twelve
months in 1995-6,

SOUTHERN OROMIA REGION
Killings

Netsanct Ashagari, 25, of Kebele 01, Hagere Mariam, Borana Zone, was shot dead about 10 pm, 20 January,
1999, on his way home from a bar. His killer, a soldier in the o Brigade was arrested but not charged.
Birbirsa Genale, father of seven from Sakicha, Hagere Mariam, Borana, was killed at 3 am on 26 November
1999, Soldiers surrounded his home. Two broke in, dragged Birbirsa outside and shot him dead outside his
door.

Ethippian Human Rights Coundil 15% Repott, 16 December 1999,
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HBD wrote on 15 May, from exile, of the killing of her husband in early 2000, in Borana Zone. She was ac-
cused of providing logistic help to the OLF and had been detained from 1 June 1992 until 1 November 1992
She was beaten, intimidated and raped by four soldiers, From 1 January until 1 May 1997, she was again de-
tained and underwent ‘similar action’,

Her husband was the driver for her business and both were accused of supplying the OLF. She fled
from the country on 16 February 2000, shortly after government soldiers broke into her house in the night.
They shot and killed her husband as he lay in bed next to her.

Imprisonment

Alula Bekele, 2 merchant from Burjija (Akote), Hagere Mariam, Borana, was attacked at his home by four sol-
diers at 8 pm, 20 April 1999. He was bound, gagged and severely beaten. e reported the incident to the zonal
administration. On 16 May 1999, he was abducted and detained in Hagere Mariam. He has not been charged.
Shiferaw Henbo, owner of Dawa Hotel, Hagere Mariam, Borana, had been detained five times by forces of the
present government. Late morning, 17 May 1999, government forces searched his house, in Kebele 03, and
again took him to Hagere Mariam prison. He has not appeared in court,

Ethiopian Human Rights Council 15% Report, 16 December 1999,

BGG corresponded with OSG before and afier seeking asylum outside of Ethiopia. On 10 May, he wrote about
his family in a large town in Borana Zone. He wrote ‘my family is being harassed, our house isbeing searched
at night and my mother detained, my brother Bikila is highly tortured . . . and my sister’s whereabouts is not
discovered’.

He was tortured during detention from 28 July to 23 September 1998, being subject to beating, arm tying
and mock execution,

HDM, from Hidi Lola, Borana, wrote from exile on 28 March. He ran a successful grain business and was ac-
tive in fundraising and organising youth for the OLF when the OLF legally represented the Oromo people in
government (1991-2), He was detained and tortured in ‘147" military camp from 2 June 1992 (before the OLF
were expelled) to 15 May 1993. He paid 9,000 Birr and was released under security surveillance. His store was
robbed of 26,000 Birr worth of grain.

He fled after the OLF had been active near to Hidi Lola in January 2000,

Diversion of food aid, harassment of aid workers and forced conscription

A former NGO employee from Borana wrote on 27 April to report, among other things, his detention and beating on
three occasions since the food emergency began in 1998, The beatings followed his preventing the diversion of food
aid to government armed militiamen. All Oromo staff at the international NGO were harassed and intimidated and
the correspondent names three who were forced, like him, to leave.

He wrote that in Yabello, Arero, Dire and Tertallee at least, food aid was made conditional on offering
youths for the war with Eritrea and participating in the May elections.

Another former aid worker, HSR, wrote from exile on 19 March. While distributing food aid at
Arero, Borana, he was abducted by security men on 19 February. He was keptat Arero military camp for a
week, interrogated and tortured by beating, whipping with rubber tubes, having his arms tied back with wire,
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immersion in cold water etc. He spent until 30 August 1999 at Yabello prison and military camp, without
charge or trial. His release was on condition of signing weekly at the security office.

AMHARA REGION

Sgt Assefa Wodajo, Kebele 01, Mehal Meda, Semen Shewa, Menz, was summoned to Menz and Gishe Police
Station (where he worked) on 31 March 1999, by Semen Shewa police headquarters. He was detained in
Woreda 13 Police Station, Addis Ababa, and has since been held without trial. He is forced to live on leftovers
from other detainees.

Capt Negusse Derso was the representative of the Ethiopian Democratic Unity Party in Semen Gonder, Chilga
Woreda, He has been detained in the woreda prison since 18 March 1999, without charge or trial. His party’s
emblem and flag have been confiscated.

Gizachew Dagnachew, from Delgi Woreda, Semen Gonder Zone, was at work on his farm on 24 February
1999, when government forces shouted that he was EDU (Ethiopian Democratic Unity Party), fired in the air
above him and beat his children. He was detained until 17 March and had nine quintals of grain confiscated. He
paid 1,000 Birr to be released.

Ethiopian Human Rights Council 15% Report, 16 December 1999,

OGADEN - SOMALI REGION

The Ogaden Human Rights Committee, based in Porrentruy, Switzerland, issucd a Press Release on 3 April,
They stated that the Ogaden had been ‘a virtually closed military zone for eight years’ and reported fighting
between the government and ONLF soldiers around Gurdumi, Awaare district, in March,

About 60,000 camels had died in 1996 from a mystery illness. Severe prolonged drought, taxation, de-
forestation and environmental destruction by the government have made the population destitute. Water res-
ervoirs and tankers have been confiscated by the government and their use denied to local residents, the press
release states. Food aid has been diverted to the army.

The following information on human rights abuses was released from Porrentruy on 11 April.

Ki]lings

Mohamed Ahmed Aw Ismail (Dhadac), Cawl-Ku-Dhal Commissioner, Dhagaxbuur region, was ‘gunned down
in broad daylight, in front of his family’ on 25 March 2000, by government forces.

Disappearances and torture

Arab Olad Khalif and
Abdi Hassan Aamin were detained in Galadiid, Shaygoosh district on 2 April and subsequently disappeared.
Qoodar Islaan Bile was detained with them and is reported to have been severely tortured.

Imprisonment

The report names 20 civilians among the many detained from Cawl-Ku-Dhal, Dhagaxbuur, on 25 March, the
day of the killing of the Cawl-Ku-Dhal Commissioner by government soldiers (see above). They are said to be
on hunger strike since being transferred to Dhagaxbuur military barracks.
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The report names those whose property has been looted and who have been recently detained incomimuni-
cado and tortured; three in Gabagabo, two in Qoriile. The report also names five civilians from Qoriile, two
from Garasley (severely tortured) and five (including two nursing mothers) from Gaari Go’an, who were arbi-
trarily detained in October 1999 because of suspected support for the ONLF.

Torture and death in detention

Sahan newspaper, Bossaso, reported an interview with Ahmed Hassan Mohamud, a Slihiya clergyman whe was
arrested in Dhagxbuur in mid-1998 and detained in Qabredahar, He was transferred to underground cells in
East Hararge, near to Dire Dawa, where he was tortured (and lost both testicles as a result). Three fellow de-
tainees, Bashir Muse Adan, an Ogadeni of Auliban descent, Bina Ja’afar, a Habar Gedir and Abdi Noor Farah,
an Ogadeni of Bah Geri origin, died in detention. Two died of urinary complications from testicular torture
and one from head injuries. The corpses were left in their communal cell for 17 days. Moslem detainees were
forced to drink alcohol and urinate on the Qoran.

DEPORTATION AND REFOULEMENT OF OROMO REFUGEES
Djibouti

According to two separate reliable sources in the country, Djibouti authorities handed over twelve Oromo
refugees to Ethiopian security men on 15 April. They were put aboard an aircraft and returned to an unknown
destination in Ethiopia.

Nine of the twelve had been detained in Gabot prison since May 1999, when Ethiopia’s Prime Minis-
ter, Meles Zenawi, was attending the inauguration of President Guelleh. The nine include Jafar (Mohammed)
Sharifa, Ali Mohammed Sagir, Abdi Mohamm ed Shirbo, Heydrus (Idris Abdella or Yassin) Abdullahi, Ali (Ab-
salam Sheik) Mussa, Elias Mohammed Ahmed, Mobammed Oumer (Nur) Osman, Hassen Ahmed Yassin and
Ali Mohammed Umar. Their detention was reported in Press Release 28, May-July 1999,

In addition to the nine detainees, three men, Sheik Hussein (from Arihiba), Mohammed Amin (from
Bari mosque) and Shambee . . . (from Bari Djibouti port) were abducted in Djibouti on 14/15 April. Four of
the twelve were named as being in particularly poor condition following torture. They are Jafar Sharifa, Ali
Mohammed Sagir, Shambee . . . and Abdi Mohammed Shirbo. All twelve were handed over by Djibouti police
to TPLF immigration officials at Dawale, including a woman named Ayatt. On 21 April, State Ethiopian Radio
announced the capture of cight ‘OLF commanders’ in Djibouti, The other four remain unaccounted for.

At least eight refugees were subjected to refoulement in January 1998, despite efforts of UNHCR.
OSG received a letter from AKA on 10 April. He was a mandate refugee but was subject to refoulcment from
Djibouti after his detention by Djibouti police on 6 June 1997, After a week in Galile border police station, he
was taken to Dire Dawa and thence to Hurso military camp, where he was detained until August 1998.

Since 1997, established refugees in Djibouti have been reporting increasing insecurity, beatings, deten-
tion and confiscation of property. Several were killed in disturbances in May 1999,

Thousands of Oromo refugees were held at Laggad prison centre in August and September 1999 and
handed over to TPLF forces for interrogation (see Press Release 29, August-October 1999). Twenty refugees,
registered with UNHCR for 2.4 years, were subject to refoulement in December 1999, shortly after being
visited by UNHCR staff (Press Release 30, February 2000).

On 2 May, the World Organisation Against Torture released the names of 26 young Oromo boys who
have been detained in poor conditions in Gabot prison, some as young as 10 years. They were taken from the
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street, after arriving as refugees. The organisation has already expressed ‘grave concern’ over 29 boys detained
and sexually abused by detainees and guards at Gabot for the last six months.

The head of the UNHCR delegation to Djibouti is Ethiopian. Recently, OSG has received claims from
reliable sources that chances of resettlement by UNHCR are now much less for Oromo pationalists than for
others from Ethiopia. An ‘Oremo refugee committee’ has influence with UNHCR. Two reliable sources have
written that the committee has no relationship with Oromo community members. Five committee members,
Mohammed Bushra Adam, Toufiq Hassan Ali, Muktar Bakar, Oda Arusi and Shambal Abdul Wassi, are de-
scribed as ‘having no political problem inside’. They are former members of the TPLF and OPDO and remain
comnected to the TPLE and the Ethiopian embassy in Djibouti, “They are fabricating stories to get resettlement
by UNHCR’, according to OSG’s correspondents.

UNHCR announced in early May that 1,700 refugees from Ethiopia have been ‘voluntarily repatriated’ from
Djibouti, since ‘blanket refugee status’ had been withdrawn from those who had fled from the Mengistu re-
gime before its collapse in 1991.

Somaliland

On 15 March, over 300 Oromo refugees in Hargeisa and surrounding areas in Somaliland were arrested by
government forces and handed over to Ethiopian security men, according to an OLF Press Release. They were
taken and detained in Jijiga. The OLF report that over 750 Oromo refugees have been deported to Ethiopia
from Somaliland over the Jast two years. Once in Ethiopia, they have been detained and tortured. A number
are reported to have been executed.

KENYA

Borana Oromo are targeted in Kenya - bombardment, killings, disappearance and detention

Huge demonstrations by Borana Oromo in Isiolo, Moyale, Marsabit and other towns in northern Kenya were
reported by BBC's Focus on Aftica, On 6 May, residents demonstrated against the Kenyan government bomb-
ing and shooting Oromo civilians, in response to conflicts said to have arisen between Borana and Somali
groups. The BBC reported a huge deployment of Kenyan troops and the killing of at least 50, especially young
Borana Oromo men, in the area between Isiolo and the border, on 2 May,

The present fighting began when 400 heavily-armed men attacked a village 15 km from Isiolo, killing
40-70 people and stealing 2000 cattle and other animals, on 30 April. Kenyan Police admitted only 9 deaths.
Similar conflicts in the past have all been found to be instigated by the Ethiopian government (see below). Lo-
cal ringleaders, who had been co-operating with government forces of Kenya and Ethiopia, were seen leaving
major towns before the bombardment.

Co-operation between Ethiopia and Kenya has increased since meetings in Addis Ababa between Presi-
dent arap Moi and Prime Minister Meles Zenawi, during a ‘peace mission’ on 9 February. They agreed to co-
operate in flushing the OLF and ONLF out of Kenya. At least 500 Ethiopian troops, based in Moyale, crossed
into Kenya before mid-February. Restriction of movement of Borana Oromo in Kenya immediately followed
the troop movement,

Residents of Moyale, Isiolo and Marsabit districts appealed on 23 April for protection against the
Ethiopian government, according to Kenya's Nation newspaper.

Abdullahi Galgalo, Ford-Kenya’s youth secretary, said “We invite human rights organisations . . . to
see how the Ethiopian and Kenyan governments are killing us’.
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Former police officer, Roba Dabaso, said his home in Moyale was subject to a grenade attack after he
appeared before District Commissioner Stephen Kipkebut and the District Security Committee on 28 March.
Abdullahi Galgalo was another member of the 15 man delegation appearing before the committee. He reported
that four other members of the delegation, two chiefs, a sheikh, and a businessman, had been killed or disap-
peared, Sheik Haji Hassan and businessman, Galo Walde were killed shortly after the meeting. Borutari Haji
was abducted the following day and has since disappeared.

Galgalo said that the Kenyan government sent airplanes to investigate the killing of elephants but *does
nothing when a Borana is murdered’. The interviewees said that failure of the Kenyan government to act to
protect Borana Oromo implies collusion with Ethiopia to kill them. The large military action by Kenya against
Borana Oromo began barely one week after the newspaper report.

On 13 May, six were killed in the Sabare area of North Horr and 100 cattle stolen, by ‘raiders’ from
Ethiopia.

On 8 June, around 60 heavily armed TPLF soldiers attacked Wajir town, killing Abdi I. Kasim, 50,
and herdsmen, Mohammed Adan Mata, 30, and Abdikadir Ibrahim Hinni, 20. They wounded othersand stole
over 5,300 cattle and 950 camels. The Kenyan daily newspaper, the Nation, reported the incident on 15 june
and stated that the animals were to be returned from 15 km over the Ethiopian border, because the animals
were ‘taken inadvertently, based on wrong information’, The TPLF had attacked, believing the local civilians
were OLF supporters, the paper said. Wajir townspeople demonstrated for two days about the attack.

Abuses in Kakuma camp

The UNHCR refugee camp at Kakuma, in north-west Kenya, 127 km south of the border with Ethiopia,
houses 88,000 refugees, of whom over 65,000 are from Sudan and 19,000 from Somalia. Only 3,000 are said
to be ‘Ethiopian’. Almost half (45%) mandate refugees are under 17 years old.

Human Rights Tribunc (Human Rights Internet, Ottawa, Canada) reported in March that substance
abuse, violence and alcohol were serious problems at the camp. Violence, especially against girls and women
goes unreported, the Tribunc reports.

Fires destroyed 11,000 homes in the Somali community in March/ April.

KAK wrote from Kakuma on 25 April, ‘Tam facing serious insecurity problem from Ethiopian gov-
ernment agents . . . [ was repeatedly attacked in the camp and left my house to hide . . . The incident wasre-
ported to Lutheran World Federation camp security . . . but nothing has been done to secure my life, Tlost the
freedom of movement in the camp because of repeated threats and strong warnings.’

The camp Oromo Community Organisation reported that he was first attacked in his house in December
1998. All his possessions were taken. In December 1999, he was attacked with stones by unknowmn attackers
until rescued by neighbours.

JN, another refugee at Kakuma, was tortured in Tatek military training centre near Addis Ababa and
detained until 30 April 1993. He wrote that two of his brothers were murdered by government security men
in his home town. In Kakuma, he reported being robbed and having his house broken into by Ethiopian agents,
who beat his wife, He was pursued by four attackers, armed with knives, and now changes the place he sleeps
on a regular basis.

AG wrote from Kakuma in April of his previous abduction and the rape of his wife by Ethiopian police
in 1995, His brother was shot, He and his wife were tortured. In Kakuma, he has received threatening letters
and been beaten by ‘Ethiopian agents’, he reports.

A Sidama refugee from the Southern Peoples Region wrote in April of the insecurity of Sidama people
in Kakuma, of whom there are very few. Like the Oromo refugees, he fears violence from ‘Ethiopian govern-
ment sympathisers’,
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Attacks, abductions and disappearance in Nairobi and Sololo

BGG, a former law student at Addis Ababa University, from Borana Zone, wrote from Kenya on 10 May about
the attack on him and a friend on 17 April. The attackers were ‘Ethiopian’ and drew up in a Peugeot 504 sa-
loon. Soon after they started beating BGG and his friend around 1* Avenue, Eastleigh, a crowd of people
forced the attackers to withdraw. He had been followed in Nairobi by Ethiopian government security men,
whom he recognised from his home town in Borana Zone.

Abishu Sarbessa Kichu and Caala Kadir Gosu were abducted from their home in Eastleigh, Nairobi, on 20 Feb-
ruary, by armed Ethiopian government security agents, Police headquarters told relatives that there was noth-
ing they could do. The two were held incommunicado for three days, interrogated about OLF contacts, beaten
and tortured.

O8G correspondents in Nairobi, 13 March 2000,

Boru Tari, son of a prominent businessman in Selolo, was abducted by Ethiopian soldiers in mid-February, ac-
cording to an OSG correspondent in Isiolo.

Abduction of Kenyans in Moyale

Maalim Isaac [brahim, livestock trader, Abdullahi Galo, butcher, and Mohammed Mohammud, retailer, are
Borana Oromo from Kenya. They were in the open air market on the Ethiopian side of Moyale, to buy live-
stock, when abducted by Ethiopian security men and taken to the nearby military camp. Kenyan officials were
told that they would be released after ‘interrogation’ and that they were suspected of supporting the OLF.

The People newspaper, Nairobi, 6 March 2000,

IRAQ

At least 15 Oromo (10 female, 5 male) were reported in April to be living under harsh conditions in
Iraq since 1985, They are reported to have become stateless, by a contact of theirs in the USA.
Among the 15 are:

Ms Yaqumee Umar Bashir, in Iraq since 1985, Somali Passport expired

Shamsadin Usoo Waday, in Iraq since 1983, Somali Passport expired

Abdullahii Warfaa, in Iraq since 1989, Yemen Pasport expired

Sileshi Tucho aka Mohamed Abdurahiman, in Iraq since 1990, Sudanese passport expired

Ms Aliya Jemal Kedir, in Iraq since 1987, Dhiboutii passport expired

Sammaan Abdulfatah, in Iraq since 1989, no document, in prison

Ms Fatiya Nuradiin, in Iraq since 1985, Yemen pasport expired

PRESS

The International Press Institute 1999 World Press Freedom Review reports ‘For the sixth year in a row,
Ethiopia has the dubious distinction of jailing or detaining more journalists than any other African country. At

27



the end of 1999 there were eight journalists in prison, thirty one who were released on bail with cases still
pending in court, and another twenty seven journalists were living in exile.’

Details are given of each arrest during 1999 but little information about those who remain in detention since
before 1999, See website below.

At the 56™ Session of the UN Commission on Human Rights, 15 September 1999, the Working Group
on Arbitrary Detention reported the cases of Garoma Bekele and Tesfaye Deressa. A communication express-
ing Ethiopia’s failure to observe the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights was sent to the Ethio-
pian government on 12 January.

The Horn of Afiica Bulletin included a radio report of an announcement by Ethiopia’s Ministry of In-
formation and Culture, in December 1999, that 12 more private newspapers had halted publication due to
‘their failure to stick to the Ethiopian Press Law’. Three more private newspapers Atkurout, Gohand Moresh,
were banned later, according to the International Federation of Journalists.

Reporters sans frontiéres (RSF), Paris, reported in April that Ethiopia had detained 190 journalists
since 1991. Four UR/Hand Scife Nebelbal journalists face charges of conspiracy, after serving their sentences
under the Press Law. RSF name two other journalists in detention, Amir Adaweh and Teshalene Mengesha.

The International Press Institute, Vienna, reported that EFJA and Ethio-Time offices were broken into
and equipment stolen on 17 April.

On 2 June, the Federal High Court sentenced the editor of Ethiop, Tewdros Kassa, to one year in
prison or a fine of 15,000 Birr (nearly $2,000), according to the FFJA.

Waorld Press Freedom Review website :  ww.freemedia.at/archive 97 /ethiopia.htm
Journalists in detention

Tamrat Gemeda, former editor of Scife Nebelbal, faces conspiracy charges, detained October 1997
Tesfaye Deressa, URJI, faces conspiracy charges, detained 16 October 1997

Solomon Namarra, URJI faces conspiracy charges, detained 16 October 1997

Garoma Bekele, UR/l manager and then Human Rights League general secretary (see p. 12), faces conspiracy
charges, detained 16 October 1997

Zemedkun Moges, Atkurot, detained December 1997

Tilahun Bekele, Fetash, detained September 1998

Aberra Wegi, Machcl, detained 12 May 1999

Bizunesh Debebe, Zogabi, detained 23 August 1999

Amir Adaweh, La Républiguc, Djibouti, detained in Harar, Hararge, while on vacation in July 1999 and re-
ported to have bullet wounds to his legs, inflicted since detention.

Teshalene Mengesha, Mcbruk, arrested 25 January 2000, in Karchale

Abbreviations

EPDM Ethiopian Peoples Democratic Movement (government Amhara party)

EPRDF  Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Democratic Front (umbrella government party led by TPLF)
ICRC International Committee of the Red Cross

OLF Oromo Liberation Front

ONLF Ogaden National Liberation Front

OPDO Oromo Peoples Democratic Organisation (government Oromo party)

OS5G Oromia Support Group

TPLE Tigrean Peoples Liberation Front (dominant party in government)

UNHCR U.N. High Commissioner for ReFugees
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