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PRESS RELEASE November 2000 No. 32

Human Rights Abuses in Ethiopia

The Oromia Support Group is a non-political organisation which attempts to raise awareness of human rights
abuses in Ethiopia. OSG lobbies governments to withdraw support from the Ethiopian government until it
abides by its constitution which guarantees human rights and self-determination for all peoples of Ethiopia.

OSG has now reported 2,592 extra-judicial killings and 838 disappearances of civilians suspected of sup-
porting groups opposing the government. Most of these have been Oromo people. Scores of thousands of civil-
ians have been imprisoned. Torture and rape of prisoners is commonplace, especially in secret detention cen-
tres, whose existence is denied by the government,
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LETTER FROM ADDIS

Nowadays the government is intensively imprisoning, killing and abducting Oromo intellectuals and stu-
dents. Many of them are being sacked out of [their] jobs, being imprisoned and tortured etc. . . .

Similarly, a number of Oromao intellectuals in Finfinnee [Addis Ababa] are being abducted and their where-
abouts are unknown, for opposing the relocation of the capital city of Oromia to Adama [Nazareth]. . . .

Furthermore, Oromo students in Addis Ababa University are now the target of the government of the
EPRDFE, ..

Received form Addis Ababa, 19 October 2000,

ADDIS ABABA AND CENTRAL OROMIA REGION
Killings

An exiled All Amhara Peoples Organisation (AAPOY) activist reported the death of his father, also an AAPO
member and enthusiast, in 1996. ‘My father was detained for 42 months. Two weeks before he died, we
were told he was ill, but not allowed to visit him, He was transferred to hospital two days before he died. We
were not told what he was subject to in detention, so we do not know the exact cause of death. My father was
a healthy 42 year old when he was first detained.’

Asylum statement made on arrival in UK, March 1999,

A close friend of Geremew Ketema reported his being killed to OSG on 17 June. Geremew, a 32 year old
teacher at ‘Tulu Amara school, W. Showa, was repeatedly accused of being an OLF sympathiser by his school
director and had reluctantly accepted the decision by the educational bureau to transfer him elsewhere. On the
eve of the day he was intending to move, in October 1999, he was shot dead by TPLF soldiers near his house,
He had previously been detained and tortured for two weeks in Gedo, in 1996.

Shambel Alemayu, one of the 21 co-defendants of Professor Asrat Woldeyes who were given sentences of
20 years hard labour at the end of March 1999, died in detention in Maikelawi Special Investigation Centre in
May or June 2000, according to reliable sources within the AAPO.

Y.G.D., a former employee of the Oda Share Company, wrote in July from exile, of his own repeated de-
tention and torture, He needed hospital treatment following torture during detention from 10 December 1998
to 15 February 1999.

‘On 3 April 1999, the Ethiopian authorities stormed my office and asked for me. Fortunately, I was on field
work and they could not find me, On this incident, they took a colleague, Tesfaye Mekonnen, On the same
night, they took my wife . . . [name withheld by O8G] for detention.

... To my horror, Testaye Mekonnen was found dead on 1 June 1999,

On 10 July, an OSG investigator based in the USA reported the killing of Aman Kawo on 20 June, in
Shashemane, S. Showa. He was about 30 years old, born in Jigessa, and educated in Shashemane, the nearest
large town. He joined the OLF in 1989 and was detained from 1992 to 1996, in Dhidhesa, and Hurso military
camps and finally Zeway prison. He was detained three times in 1997-8. He attempted to join Beza Ambharic
College, Shashemane, in 1999, but left because of harassment. Similarly, he left Arba Minch Water Technol-




ogy Institute after six weeks. He went back to Jigessa, but was ordered to go back to Shashemane by local secu-
rity men, with one week’s notice.

He had signed documents distancing himself from the OLF and was living peacefuily. He had complained,
along with others, that the private Amharic Beza College was detrimental to development of the Oromo lan-
guage locally.

On the afternoon of his murder, he was invited by a friend to the local OPDO office in a military camp. He
was searched and left his ID card with the sentry. After a few minutes he was ordered off the premises. Dis-
charged explosives are reported to have been planted at the camp and, at 5 pm, a joint arrest warrant was is-
sued by police and the head of security, Tadesse Aweke Haddis (former Dergue police corporal).

At 8 pm, he was beaten to death by four TPLF soldiers of the 2™ Southern Emergency Force. Seven bullets
were then fired into his body at close range. His parents were denied permission to take the body away for two
days. The authorities claimed he had been killed by OLF soldiers.

The diasporan ex-prisoners group, SOCEPP, reported on 4 September that Kumela Beri, a farmer, was
shot dead by security forces in Hama Berbers, 15 km from Ambo, W. Showa. Relatives were forbidden to re-
move the body for three days, Even then, they were told to bury him ‘without tears or wailing’.

Disappearance and detention of student demonstrators

An OSG investigator based in Germany compiled the following list of students who have been held incom-
municado since their arrest following widespread demonstrations against the government’s complicity in the
fires which burned from January to April in Oromia Region (see last press release). Among the many whose
whereabouts are unknown are three 11* and 12* grade students from Ambo High School:

Caala Abdata, 20 yrs, from Sallan, Ambo, W. Showa

Indale Gamachu, 17, Kebele 05, Ambo, W. Showa

Masarat Dirriba, 19, Jaldu, W. Showa

The above three students were also reported by the Ethiopian Human Rights Council, in their 33" Special
Report, to have disappeared. Twenty one remain in detention according to OSG’s investigator and the Ethio-
pian Human Rights Council.

The following are believed to be held in Dhidessa military camp.
11" and 12* grade students from W. Showa, attending Ambo High School:

Acala Zambaba Sadi, 23, from Bakee Oofu, Jaldu

Alamu Dhabasa Gamada, 22, Xuqurincini

Biranu Fufa Caala, 18, Golfofa, Ambo

Fissaha Negassa Ilaali, 18, Ittisa Koye, Dandi

Galana Nadha Cawaga, 18, Toke Kombolcha, Ambo

Miliyoon Belama Dabala, 17, Xiranye Shube, Dandi

Rigitu Gamada Dhinsa, 24, Lantu Gosu, Cali’a
t* grade students from elsewhere, attending Ambo High School:

Adunya Tuji Arfasa, 22, Qolati, Limu Saqa, Jimma, Hlubabor

Dhuguma Gidisa Duressa, 17, Kombolcha, Guduru, E, Hararge
1" grade students from W. Showa, at Gudar High School:

Mekonnen Worku, 18, Molu Fale, Nonno

Daanye Hirphasa, 19, Nonno
12" grade students from W. Showa, at Bako High School:

Getachu Mekonnen Guta, 28, Dambi Dima, Bako Tibe



Gashahun Barba, 19, Dambi Dima, Bako Tibe
From W, Showa and attending Ginci High School:
Tashoma Dhugasa, 20, 12* grade, from Qoricha Cophi, Jaldu
ljara Bayessa Gucho, 20, 1* grade, Shukute, Jaldu
Mesfin Mamo Aba Doyo, 17, 10" grade, Kebele 01, Ginci, Dandi
10* grade students from Jaldu, W. Showa, attending Jaldu Middle School:
Daraje Bobassa Aba Gada, 18, Shukute
Tadessa Fida Gabissa, 18, Kolu
Wandosan Ajama, 18
1n® grade students from E. Hararge, attending Gedo High School:
Kafalo Bigila, 19, Sochosa Gamachissa, Jima Rare
Abraham Getachu Kumsa, 20, Hincaala Tulumara, Jima Rare

Disappearances

Habtamu Dabala Gutama, a teacher in Chalanko, E. Hararge, was dismissed in
1998 for sympathising with the OLF and moved to his home town of Dembi
Dollo in Wallega, W. Oromia, He was detained and tortured there, He went to
Addis Ababa, but was abducted by security men on 10 October 2000, His friends
and family have been unable to locate him.

Letter from acquaintance of victim, Addis Ababa, 19 Qctober 2000,

Efrem Geleta, a 34 year old, was abducted when going home from work in Gulale, Addis Ababa, at 5 pm
on 8 july 2000, according to his cousin, living in the USA. A month before his abduction he received a strange
letter purporting to be from the OLF and suspected this was a pretext for the government to abduct him. He
was previously detained in Dhidhesa camp shortly after the OLE left the transitional government in 1992.

Imprisonment

According to contacts of an investigator in the USA, on 19 October 2000, former soldiers of the Dergue,
Sgt. Garbi Huluka and Second Lieutenant Irressa Kawo, were abducted from their homes and taken to Botee
{Alam Xeena) police district, 110 km from Addis Ababa.

A 25 year old Amhara {name withheld by OSG] spoke of the persecution of the All Amhara Peoples Organi-
sation in his asylum statement, written on his arrival in the UK in March 1999. He also spoke of the death of
his father in detention (see Killings, above).

He became active on behalf of the AAPO when a first year student in Addis Ababa University in 1995. In
1997, he was taken from his campus dormitory by plain clothed security men, along with two other students,
to the Third Police Station in Addis. He was accused of organising and recruiting students to the AAPO and
held for four days, questioned and released on bond. He was banned from the university and sought work in a
large town in Amhara Region, where he continued his active support for the AAPO. In August 1997, he was
detained for 1% days in the local police station, before ‘the people who detained me in Addis Ababa the first
time came to . . . [name of town] and transferred me to another location which I don’t know.’




‘I was blindfolded and kept for two days without speaking to or seeing anyone.” He was then put in with
other members of the AAPO ‘who had been arrested all over the country and transferred there’. The detainees
were offered release if they signed a declaration that they would withdraw from the AAPQ, They refused this
offer twice but then ‘We were allowed food only once instead of three times a day. We were forced to do
manual labour. . . . They started asking every prisoner individually to sign. . . . They started beating and injur-
ing whoever refused to sign . . . . When the suffering became unbearable and after I had been stabbed, I was
forced to sign,’

K.A. wrote from exile in August 2000, Immediately after finishing his school leaving certificate exams this
year, he was detained and tortured for three weeks in an unofficial detention centre in Shashemane, S, Showa.
He managed to escape when taken to hospital for treatment for torture injuries. He was detained because he
was a Macha-Tulama Association member and an actor in the Gada Theatre Club, an Oromo cultural group
which made several films under the directorship of Dhaba Wayessa, novelist and playwright who is now exiled
in the USA.

Vice-president of the Macha-Tulama Association (MTA), Dr Moggaa Firissa, was taken from his home dur-
ing the week preceding 20 August 2000. His house was searched and material, including cassettes of Oromo
music, was taken. He was held incommunicado in Maikelawi initially, but then ICRC officials were allowed to
see him. Previously, Dr Moggaa was detained and his clinic ransacked, in 1996.

Under cover of their normal monthly meeting, the MTA held 2 rally on 20 August in protest at his arrest.
Twenty thousand rallied in the stadium. One of the organisers, hydrogeologist Abera Aguma, was detained on
the eve of the rally, Another 14 MTA officials were detained and, four days after the rally, other officials were
told that the MTA would be banned.

Dr Moggea and Abera were released on 14 September (one source states 18 September), but eight other
MTA members, who were arrested with them, remained in detention. No evidence was given against Dr Mog-
gaa when he appeared for the third time in court, and police requests for his continued detention were refused.
Ethiopia’s Prime Minister, Meles Zenawi, was visiting America at the time and some commentators have sug-
gested that Dr Moggaa's release followed pressure on the Prime Minister from the US State Department.

Four board members and several other members have been detained without their trial being completed,
for over two years. MTA officials and members have been targeted for detention by three successive regimes in
Ethiopia, since the organisation was formed in 1964

Scife Nebelbal newspaper, Addis Ababa, August and September, 2000.

D.G.A., 2 36 year old High School teacher, and his wife, H.M., are currently refugees in Kenya. He was
active in reporting human rights abuses in Ethiopia before being detained for three months and then sacked in
June 2000.

Letter from victim, Kenya, 28 Septeraber 2000,
Fifty eight farmers, traders and other workers, mainly from Adama, Ade’a and Liban woredas in ceniral
Showa, were charged in the Federal Higher Court in Addis Ababa in May 2000 with being members of the

OLF or being associated with them,

Clandestine Human Rights Organisation, Addis Ababa, July 2000.



An escapee from detention reported in October that the 30 Oromo taken from Sululta, N.W. Addis Ababa,
in May 1998, appeared in court in Addis Ababa in July. Their cases have been delayed by calls for further wit-
nesses etc. and the main judges, Margaa Bookaa, Ibrahim Mohammed and Birhanu Amanu, have since been
dismissed. He names among the detainees, Hayilu Meskele and Tegenu Lamu, whose severe torture was re-
ported in Press Release 29, (August — October 1999). He also names:

Tasfaye Issa

Birhanu Robi and

Dabale Gamachu

Harsh sentences for 285 OLF members held in Zeway, another 229 denied release, death in
detention and threats of more

Only two prosecution witnesses were called to give evidence against 285 OLF members who have been
held in Zeway, S. Showa, since at least 1995, pending trial. The witnesses, Teshome Asgedom and Shamsaddin
Legessa, are soldiers who were deputies in charge of Hurso and Dhidhesa military camps where captured OLF
fighters and suspected OLF sympathisers were detained from mid-1992.

At the hearing in the Fifth Federal Higher Court in Addis Ababa in May 2000, Legessa, the 8. Omo prison
officer from Dhidhesa, admitted he did not know where the prisoners were from and had merely accepted
them as members of the OLF, as was reported to him on slips of paper sent with the prisoners. He said that as
deputy in chief of Dhidhesa ‘Training Centre’ he could not remember each case as there were over 12,000 de-
tainees. The 70 sent to Zeway, against whom he gave witness, were said to be captains, brigade commanders,
cadres and a few ordinary soldiers. The other witness, from Hurso Camp, gave similarly vague testimony
against the other 215 defendants.

Neither the defendants nor their lawyers were allowed to answer the charges.

Of the 30 who had been sentenced by June 2000, Ahmed Mustafa Ali, from Harar, received 17 years and
18 others received 10 — 15 years. The 19 who were named to OSG were all detained in 1995 and are:

from Harar, E. Hararge —

Dr Jamal
Abdu Haji
Abdo Abrro
Ahmed Kaliffa
Mohammed Ababirro
Mohammed Yusuf
Jebbina Hussein
Mohammed Yosel
Robba Hundessa
Jabir Hussein and, from Dire Dawa, E. Hararge,
Abdullahi Bekar
From Wallega Zone —
Belina Gurbaba
Ahmed Hussein
Abdella Garri Busho
Amante Olana
Siraj Rache’a
Abdul Karim Mohammed and
Jifar Alemu



The prisoners were not offered the usual three months per year reduction. “This is practised on all Oromo
prisoners’, the report said.

There are 229 other Oromo prisoners at Zeway who were informed that they were to be released in No-
vember 1999. However, they remain in detention and are due to appear again in court. One has died in deten-
tion,

Three who are charged with collaborating with armed uprising, Dachassa Abata, Mekonnen Tola and Taye
Abdissa, were taken from Zeway to the Police Headquarters on 28 June and held until 10,30 pm. Taye Abdissa
was also taken for questioning the following day. The three are reported to have been threatened with death
unless they co-operate. Mekonnen Tola and another prisoner, Hasan Jilo, are reported to have their hands tied
behind their backs.

Fayyera Eebaa is reported to be kept in solitary confinement in a dark cell.

Clandestine Human Rights Organisation B, Addis Ababa, July 2000,
EASTERN OROMIA REGION

Killings, disappearance, torture and rape

In 1997, there was fighting between the OLF and government forces around Wachu, W. Hararge. H.5.0.,
a married woman, her husband, who ran their merchant business with her, and two of her brothers were de-
tained at Wachu military camp. She wrote from Kenya on 28 July 2000. She had been raped during previous
detention in Boke military camp in 1992, where she had been held and tortured for three months, before being
released on bond. She had been repeatedly raped ‘turn by turn’, beaten with plastic rope and been threatened
with a pistol at her ear.

Three days after their detention in 1997, her two brothers were shot dead. She escaped after 22 days and
found that her husband had disappeared and that their property had been looted. She laid low for a year and
returned home.

In June 1999, again after local military activity against the OLF, government forces detained her and she
was subject to ‘torture which I have never seen in previous detentions’. She was released after paying a large
sum and signing to forfeit her life if the OLF were again active locally.

Elyas Abdurahman, was killed in Falana military camp, E. Hararge, shortly after 10 January 1999. He was
from Falana and a cell mate of OSG’s informant, M.H.S., who wrote from Kenya on 21 July 2000. His body
was left in the cell with M.H.S. for several days. ‘You will be the next to be killed’, he was told.

M.H.S. had been tortured on several occasions, most notably at the military camp in Harar, known from
many correspondents to be a site of torture and to hold disappeared people. From 1993 to 1999, his wife was
repeatedly detained and raped. He has been subject to immersion in cold water and being beaten when cold
and naked. He has been forced to move around with heavy weights attached to his testicles, beaten, kicked and
‘transfixed with sharp weapons'. He is now deaf in one ear. He was also taken into the bush and threatened at
gunpoint, asphyxiated by a soldier stepping on his throat and beaten to unconsciousness. After his first deten-
tion, from May 1993 to November 1995, he was released on condition that he forfeit his life if there was OLF
activity nearby and that he report regularly to Kombolcha military camp.

A.N.M., himself a victim of detention and torture, wrote from Kenya on 15 June 2000 of the disappear-
ance of his son, Mohammed Ahmed, in January 1995, and of his own detention and torture in unofficial deten-
tion centres, In common with many detainees in E. Hararge, he was taken out ‘to the bush and would be



shown corpses of dead people’. In common with detainees throughout Oromia Region, he was eventually re-
leased ‘under strong warning’ not to be associated with the OLF. All his property was confiscated and his
house burned down. In December 1995, soldiers came to arrest him and, finding him not at home, detained his
wife. She was held for 12 days and released on condition of producing her husband within three days or being
shot,

T.R., a 38 year old from E. Hararge, was interviewed by OSG in the USA on 24 August 2000. He related
how TPLF soldiers came to his home at 11.00 pm one night in August 1993. He was shot six times and
dragged, bleeding, to the military camyp at the old cotton and textile factory in Dire Dawa, known as ‘Cotton’
to many detainees who have reported being tortured there. The attackers took 7,000 Birr. He received bullets
to his head and abdomen, three of which are still present. Scars were evident to the interviewer.,

He was given rudimentary first aid and interrogated about contacts with the OLF. He was accused of hiding
weapons for them, From ‘Cotton’ he was taken to nearby killing fields and shown the dead bodies of six
neighbours whom he recognised. A gun was placed in his mouth and he was told he would be killed if he did
not co-operate.

In order to avoid his being located by relatives, he was moved to detention centres in Gara Mul’ataa,
Deder, Chalanko and Midhaga before being taken to Hurso detention camp, where he reports at least another
7,000 being held. His arms were tied tightly behind his back for three days but said that he was not tortured
apart from being beaten, thereafter. He was released from Hurso in 1998, after five years detention,

Mohammed (Amin) Abubaker, a 30 year old businessman and vehicle owner, was taken from his home to
the ‘Cotton’ textile factory, also in August 1993, He was beaten to death three months later and his body was
thrown outside the compound, Local people were told to bury him.

Information obtained from interview with brother, USA, August 2000,

‘Dabarssa Dina’, a 48 year old businessman from Robe, Bale Zone, was interviewed in the USA by OSG on
24 August, He was taken from his home at 10.00 pm in February 1995 by six TPLF soldiers, to Sinje military
camp. He reports other detainces being brought there from Wallega, Showa and Hararge Zones, as well as
from within Bale. After three months in Sinje, he was detained in ‘Parti’, dark underground cells in front of the
Ras Hote! in Goba, Bale. He was held 24 hours per day in a single room with 250 others for six months.

He was then taken to Malka Wakana, the site of the hydro-electric station in Bale, and held there for twelve
months before reports in UR/H newspaper and by Radio Free Oromia (SBO) forced his captors to transfer him
and nine other detainees to Washa Sebsebbe military camp in the Bale mountains for two months, to avoid his
detection by ICRC and his relatives. He was then returned to Malka Wakana,

In common with reports from other detainees in Malka Wakana, he described being threatened with being
thrown down a deep airshalt at the power station. He was asked if he had any last words for his relatives. He
was then beaten and lowered down the shaft with a rope around his chest.

He reported 300 detainees, including 60 women, being held there. He corroborated the previously re-
ported death of Shamsi Shabo, who was raped repeatedly until she died. He also remembered a 90 year old
man, Mohammed (father’s named not known), dying after being interrogated every night and accused of keep-
ing arms for the OLF. His body was left in the cell for three days before being removed.

‘Dabarssa’ told how 25 of his acquaintances in the detention centre were tortured. Water containers were
suspended, on metal wire via a hook on a wall, from the end of the victims’ penis, resulting in impotence. One
of the victims, Shambel Jimma, from Showa, died after gangrene setin,

Twenty detainees broke out of Malka Wakana, Only two arrived in Kenya. Others were shot or drowned at
a river crossing,



‘Caaltu’, a 26 year old from E. Hararge, was also interviewed by OSG in the USA in August 2000, She was
detained for two months in Chiro militery camp, from August 1992, She was then taken to Hurso detention
camp and held for three years. She was tortured repeatedly for the first 28 days of her detention.

She was taken to killing fields outside the camp and forced to witness the shooting dead of two civilians, ac-
cused of supporting the OLF. She was made to kneel with her arms tied behind her back and accused of har-
bouring OLF fighters. When she refused to name or locate OLF supporters, she was subject to mock execu-
tion. A pistol held by her ear was fired.

‘Caaltu’ estimated that 50% of the 450 female detainces were raped. All who were taken for torture were
raped. She personally knew of 10 rape victims in her immediate circle at Hurso. Two of the victims died. The
victims were raped by several soldiers at a time, repeatedly over long periods.

Abdella Ahmed Mohammed, from Galamso, W. Hararge, wrote from exile on 12 September, of the re-
peated detention of his brother, father and himself because they had supported the OLF during the first year of
the transitional government (when the OLF legally represented the Oromo). He wrote, ‘On June 5 1997, due
to armed conflict between OLF and EPRDF in our area, Defo, while we were on our farm, the EPRDF militias
came and opened fire on us. My brother, Kalifa Abmed, and my father [Ahmed Mohammed] were killed." Ab-
della was shot in the thigh and left for dead. Neighbours buried his brother and father and looked after him.
When it was discovered he had not been killed, security men again came looking for him. Despite severe thigh
wounds, he fled the area on 20 June.

Mohammed Abdulkarim and Abdulaziz Ibrahim were shot dead when trying to escape from detention in
Dire Dawa, E. Hararge, on § February 1995. A.A.R. escaped to Djibouti, where he fears refowlement because
of his being sought by Ethiopian government security men. He is a 27 year old, originally from Kombolcha,
who had been detained and tortured in Harar central prison for five weeks in July/ August 1994. He was rear-
rested in September 1994, taken to Kombolcha and then transferred to Dire Dawa in October 1994,

Correspondence received from Ethiopia and Djibouti, August 2000. Names withheld by OSG.

During October, two Addis Ababa university students, Gudata Hadara (4™ year social work) and Urjii Bor-
tolo (2 year accounting) were taken from their homes in Baalci, S.E. Oromia, since when their whereabouts
have been unknown, according to an investigator based in the USA,

Detention, torture and rape

One method of torture which was commonly used in the early years of the present government (1992-6)
was tightly tying the arms above the elbow, behind the back, for prolonged periods. This commonly resulted in
paralysis of the hands and sometimes gangrene and amputation. Ms G.O.]., a singer with a well known Oromo
band, was subject to arm tying after being arrested in Gara Mul’ataa, E. Hararge, and taken to underground
cells in Gurawa. Before she escaped in August 1993, she had been repeatedly raped ‘by security guards in
turns’, immersed in cold water, beaten with guns, whipped with wire and plastic rope. She was also taken to
‘nearby bush and shown skeletons of ladies as they shot by my ear and put gun tip into my mouth’. She escaped
initially to Somalia, but fled this year after being sought in Mogadishu ‘by Ethiopian security men’.

Letter from victim, §2 QOctober 2000.



Long term effects of the arm tying torture are seen in this photo-
graph, taken this year in Nairobi, of W.G., from Dire Dawa. He has
weakness and wasting of his hands and is unable to feed or dress himself.
He was reported by a correspondent in Nairobi to have heen beaten un-
conscious as well as being tortured with arm tying. Dates and locations
were not given.

A.A.U., 40, from Qarsa, E. Hararge, wrote in June 2000, of his early detention and torture, from 1992/3
to January 1995 and from March 1996 to November 1998, when he was released with the help of the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), His first detention was at the military camp at the old cotton fac-
tory in Dire Dawa (see above). He refers to being tortured with many of the above techniques, the disappear-
ance of family members, his wife being raped and his home and property being confiscated.

A.N.E., a 36 year old from W. Hararge, wrote from Kenya on 12 October. He was detained in Galamso in
1994, where he reports being mentally and physically tortured for three years before his escape. He hid in Ad-
dis Ababa until flecing the country in 1999, after hearing that his family were arrested and all his property was
confiscated.

A.M.U., a 32 year old clothing importer with two children from faja, E. Hararge, wrote from Kenya on 10
July. He was detained three times, in 1993, from June 1997 to August 1998 (Dire Dawa Federal Prison) and
for eight months in 1999. His was beaten and tortured, especially during the second detention, and his shop
and all its good were confiscated. Surprisingly, he was rejected refugee status in Kenya.

A.N.A., from Gara Mul’ataa, E. Hararge, wrote from Kenya, on 11 August, of his detentions. He was de-
tained in Hurso camp from 1992 to 1993 and in Harar Wehni (near to Harar) from 1996 to 1998. He was re-
arrested in 1998 and kept in the underground cells at Harar military camp. In Harar, ‘T was tortured worse
than ever before’ he wrote. “Then I was loaded to Kome military camp. I was taken to a nearby area where
there is mass grave, four of the prisoners shot dead then I was kicked and asked to inform the whereabouts of
my brothers . . .’ He was returned to his cell after losing consciousness. He escaped in January 1999.

A.A.A., acoffee and sugar merchant from E. Hararge, wrote from Kenya on 11 July. In February 1993, he
was held in Deder military camp, where he was kept incommunicado and tortured (he sent photographs of ex-
tensive scars on his back and legs) for four months. In 1995, after he had shown a video of Oromo cultural
events, he was taken to underground cells in Deder camp. From there he was taken elsewhere to avoid being
seen by ICRC, he reports. He escaped in November 1999 but was unable to locate his wife on enquiring in a
village near his birthplace. He still suffers after effects of torture, being deaf in one ear and having urinary in-
continence,

Mohammed Hussein H. Omar, a 35 year old from Agarfa, Bale, wrote from exile of his being abducted
from his home on 13 January 1994 by three government soldiers. He was detained for a month at Agarfa be-
fore being transferred to Awasa for two months and then to Gindhir for three months. He was released on 17
June 1994 with the usual warnings. On 20 October 1995, his house was surrounded by government soldiers,
Despite them firing on the house, he ran, escaping from a rear window, rather than again ‘going through that
torture and agony I experienced in prison before’.
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M_.H.A., a 26 year old businessman and cattle owner from Kurkur, Bale Zone, wrote from Kenya on 18
July. He was detained in Kurkur military camp in early 1995 and transferred to Goba, where he was held for
11 months, He describes being beaten to unconsciousness with fists, boots, sticks and plastic rope.

In 1997, when attending to his cattle, he was arrested and told his cattle belonged to the OLF. Again he was
taken to Deder camp and transferred to Goba prison, where he was again severely tortured until being released
in-early 1998. In late 1999, he was detained when visiting in Angoye village, after OLF soldiers appeared there.
He was taken to Chafa military camp, from where he escaped during fighting between government soldiers and
the OLF. He wrote that he has been refused refugee status by UNHCR in Nairobi.

A.A.L., worked for the Oromo Relief Association in Dire Dawa from 1993 to 1996, when it was closed by
the government. He wrote from Kenya, on 22 June, of his being initially rejected refugee status by UNHCR
despite being held and tortured in the ‘Cotton’ centre in Dire Dawa (see above) from February 1996 1o May
1997. Government security men came to his home on 20 October 1999, He was not at home. The security
men took his wife and 11 month old child into detention and stole all his property.

Twenty two Oromo have been charged in the Fedal Higher Court in Addis Ababa in connection with the

mining of trains near Dire Dawa, E. Hararge, on 23 July and 11 November 1999, Fifteen are charged with
causing the explosions:

Umar Ali (in absentia)

Teha Abdella, 27

Abdulwahad Bidal Hamid Haji, 21, mining engineer

Yishak Jemal Adem, 30, Woreda 3, Kebele 18, Dire Dawa

Mohammed Abdulla Andu, 58, Kebele 20, Dire Dawa

Ms Hayat Shamsadin Mohammed, 25, Dire Dawa

Yasin Abdi Hasan, 20, Woreda 4, Kebele 21, Dire Dawa

Jemal Kedir Gemechu, 22, farmer, Kebele 09, Assela, Arsi Zone

Juhar Mohammed Zakaria, 25, trader

Mohammed Yusuf Mustafa, 20, 1 Mekanisa Farmers Association, Gorgotta, Hararge

Hussein Mohammed Kedir, 22

Ms Nuria Dada Umar, 45, Kebele 01, Harar

Sheki Hashim Abdullahi Adem, 58, traditional health worker, Mimur, Deder, E, Hararge

Ahmed Abdulla Beker, 55, farmer, Kebele 01, Babile, E, Hararge

Jemal Mohammed Waday, 25, Woreda 1, Kebele 25, Malka Jabdu, Dire Dawa
Another seven are charged with assisting those who carried out the mining:

Mehad Hussen Yusuf, 30, farmer, Gerree, Gursum, E. Hararge

Mohammed Ahmed Mohammed, 40, driver, Kebele 02, Gursum, E. Hararge

Ahmed Ibrahim Mohammed, 55, Kebele 01, Babile, E. Hararge

Abdurahman Abdullahi Beker, 20, farmer, Awudar kebele, Gursum

Ahmed Adem Deme, 20, farmer, Harrobatte kebele, Gursum

Sani Shek Ahmed Yusuf,40, trader, Malka Jabdu, Dire Dawa

Mohammed Amni Adem, 36, Kebele 22, Woreda 4, Dire Dawa

11



WESTERN OROMIA REGION

Kﬂling and forced conscription

W.T., a 25 year old student at Haromaya secondary school, from Umuru Jarte district, E. Wallega, wrote
from Kenya on 24 July. He and some of his friends had refused conscription to the army earlier in 2000, He
was accused of disseminating leaflets against conscription and abducted, together with two other young men, in
the second week of February, three days before the National School Leaving Certificate examinations.

They were taken to a detention facility which he does not name. He was shot and wounded and his two col-
leagues, Abdulkadir (father’s name not given) and Mustafa Hassen, were shot dead. He was transferred to a
civil prison, from where he escaped in March,

Detention and torture

According to an investigator based in the USA, two teachers, Desta Hordofa and Ms Halima Jifar, from In-
nango district, were detained in the district police station on 25 October, for questioning about the distribu-
tion of a leaflet at their school in the previous week.

Y.W.K., a 26 year old, was an OLF cadre when he was captured at Changa, Wallega Zone, in July 1992.
He was detained in Dhidhesa military camp until June 1993. He was again detained, in Gimbi prison, from
January to May 1997 and reports being tortured there. He now lives in fear of Ethiopian government agents in
Nairobi, from where he wrote on 24 July 2000,

K.M.A., a 38 year old originally from Sabro-Shawade, Bale Zone, was a driver for the Oromo Relief Asso-
ciation in Wallega. He was detained in Humara prison, near the Sudan border, in 1998. He wrote frorm Kenya
in June, ‘In the prison they took us to the government cotton farm and told us to dig the farm and pick the cot-
ton . . . in the prison they took me out at night time . . . they did kick my head and broke one of my upper
teeth . . . they tied a bottle of water on my genital organ. . . . They did such kind of action for many times on
me and [ was sick. My testicles were swollen and my urine was full of blood.’

After eighteen months, he was being taken with ten others in a vehicle when it hit a Jand mine. Several pris-
oners and soldiers were killed, but he managed to escape.

T.W.A. wrote from Kenya in August 2000. He was employed by the Ministry of Culture and Information
and had been working in lllubabor Zone for nine months before he was detained on suspicion of supporting the
OLF, in 1994. His home was ransacked and he paid 1000 Birr to be released six months later. He spent three
months under surveillance in Addis Ababa before moving to Jimma and setting up a business as an interpreter
and letter writer. After two years, in 1997, government security men closed his office, conliscated all his ma-
terials and detained him. He was accused of holding OLF meetings in his office. He paid 2000 Birr to be re-
leased after 19 months.

Tolessa Daka (Shanko), an elder who was negotiating between students and government forces following
the civil disturbances in Dembi Dollo, Wallega, was reported by a correspondent in the USA, on 23 August, to
have been detained in the town since the end of June. Another elder, whose name was not known, is also in
detention. Some students, detained after the demonstrations in April, remain in detention. Teachers have been
released.
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Detentions and beating in Nekemte and Gimbi, W. Wallega

The Ethiopian Human Rights Council 33" Special Report included further details of detention and mis-
treatment of demonstrating students, teachers and innocent bystanders following the disturbances reported in
the last press release. They report that detained students and teachers at Nekemte prison were released on 17
July. The report corroborates the wounding by shooting of two students, reported by OSG previously. Infor-
mation about detentions in Nekemte which was not reported in OSG’s last press release follows.

Abate Waqo, aged 17, was beaten ‘continuously’ at Nekemte military camp for two days before being
transferred to prison on 10 May.

Fekadu Gobena, 16 year old 10" grade student, was suspended and subject to beating on the soles ofhis feet
(the ‘falana’ torture, popularised by the Dergue) at Nekemte police station before he was transferred to the
prisan on 11 May.

Olyad (Aliyad in the EHRCO report) Olana, also a 16 year old 10" grade student, was severely beaten at
the police station before being transferred to the prison on 4 May.

Geremew Kassahun (named previously in Press Release 31 as Garamu, a visitor to Nekemte) is an agricul-
tural agency employee whose brother and sister attended Nekemte school. When he heard gunfire he went to
see whether his siblings were safe, He was beaten and detained for eight days.

Students Terefe Adunya and Chala Olana were taken from their homes to the police station, from where
they were taken to the military camp for beating and torture.

The school director and his deputy, Tesfa(ye) Burayu and Tesfa (Assela) Atomsa, remained n detention un-
til 17 July,

Oromifaa teacher, Ayana Qabata and student Qenea Birhanu, were held in the police station from 13 April
to 11 May, when they were transferred to the prison.

The report lists 15 students in detention in Gimbi, following the demonstration there. They remained in
detention up to the publication of the report:

Teferi Merga

Miss Etagegn Yohannes

Gelan Yohannes

Kedir Nasir

Guta Turana

Mohammed Ahmed

Mezgebu Terfasa

Zerihun Bekele

Bikila Haile

Bikila Mizanu

Nuriya Yassin

Seleshi Tolan

Zeyneba Ali

Zeynabe Jemal

Demalesh Tamiru
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SOUTHERN OROMIA REGION

Disappearance and torture

N.H.D., wrote on 15 August from Nairobi, She and her husband were traders in Negele, Borana, when
they were taken to Negele military camp in January 1996, and held for six months. They were accused of sup-
porting the OLF financially. “The investigation was held by beating us vigorously so as to get statement of ad-
mission from us.’

‘In February 1997, government soldiers came to our residence and demanded us to let them in. Soon they
fired a lot of bullets and I was wounded on the upper quadrant, the bullet is in my body still. They entered into
our house breaking the door and kidnapped my husband. His whereabouts is not known so far.

In 1999 in our town, Negele, there was a ‘screening campaign’ launched by the government . . . many
Oromos were detained and suffered a lot of torture. I was one of them . .

She was held for eight months in Negele military camp before being transferred to the zonal police head-
quarters. She was released on bail by Borana Zone High Court. On the same day as her release, government
soldiers came to her house ‘to kill me’. She was not at home and after hearing she was sought, she fled to
Kenya.

KENYA

Y.G.D. wrote on 19 July of his own detention and torture and the killing in June 1999 of a colleague in
central Oromia (see p. 2). He arrived in Kenya in late 1999 and was awarded refugee status, but refused to go
to Kakuma camp. On 15 October 1999, when going for post-torture counselling at the Jesuit Refugee Service
in Nairobi, he was approached by Sisayk Tulosa, whom he knew as an informant from his time in detention in
Adama military camp. He refused to give his address and there were threatening verbal exchanges between
them when he met Sisayk and two colleagues again later that day on the Ngong road, near the UNHCR protec-
tion oflice.

Four days later (19 October), he was pushed into a stream of heavy traffic by two of the men he had met
and one other. He wrote, ‘I had to stand at the nearest bus stop to keep the company of people for my secu-
rity, hoping for help should it go beyond just pushing me to the street. But they too stood for two hours on the
same bus stop. After two hours, I boarded a bus hoping they had given up and gone . . . [but] they alighted at
the same stage as myself. I ran into the compound and told the watchman not to let any man of Ethiopian origin
come in.

On 20 October, the watchman told me four men came at about 9.00 pm and enquired for me. The cautious
watchman denied knowledge of me though they tried to outwit him, But on 27 October, four men came to the
gate at 10.00 pm and roughed him so that he would let them have access to me. They even threatened to shoot
him should he persist in being “stubborn”. After a few noise, neighbours came to his rescue.’

His landlord told him to leave after this incident because he did not want trouble with the police, should
there be a shooting,

T.W.A. wrote in August 2000 that following a festival on 2 July in Nairobi, commemorating Oromo assas-
sination victims and ‘attracting the attention of the Kenyan government’ to these, one of the program co-
ordinators, Endale Mekonnen, was severely beaten by Ethiopian government agents. Two weeks later, ‘similar
attempts were made on me” he wrote, He escaped unharmed.
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Five Oromo, including a mother and her 2 year old child were arrested by Kenyan police and detained in
Kilima prison around 15 August, according to correspondence from Nairobi. They were rehearsing Oromo
music in a hall in the Eastleigh district and were detained on suspicion of being supporters of the OLF, Their
names are:

Mohammed Kedir Duressa

Mobammed Surur

Mohammed Aman Abdurahim

Romala Haji Kadir (mother) and

Gammachu Mohammed Haji Aman (her two year old child).

They were held incommunicado and are reported to have been mistreated. The mother and child were re-
ported to have been released by 6 September,

The same correspondent reported large numbers of Oromo refugees arriving from Qoriole, Somalia, in
August and September.

The abduction, in mid-February 2000, and disappearance of Boru Tari, the son of a prominent Sololo busi-
nessman, was briefly reported in Press Release 31 (p. 27). He was abducted when he was on a business trip in
Moyale. It is now believed that he is being detained in Moyale, on the Ethiopian side of the border. Kenyan
authorities have not attempted to negotiate his return, according to OSG’s correspondent in Isiolo.

Kakuma refugee camp

Correspondents continue to report fear and insecurity due to Ethiopian government agents and the Hagere
Fikir group in Kakuma. Instances of beating, detention and one disappearance, in 1999, have been reported
and are being investigated by UNHCR. Further details will be published by OSG after these investigations are
complete, Meanwhile, UNHCR has no alternative to instructing mandate refugees to go to Kakuma as it has
proved impossible to follow up the overwhelming number of cases and organise resettlement among the mo-
bile refugee population in Nairobi. Resettlement is becoming increasingly difficult to arrange, unless refugees
are in Kakuma,

PRESS

The Ethiopian Free Press Journalists Association reported on 12 June that the editor of Ethiop newspaper,
Tewodros Kassa, had been sentenced to one year in prison or a fine of 15,000 Birr for publishing in 1997 an
article about the poisoning of an army commander by an OLF member. The EFP]A stated that 26 journalists
had cases pending against them.

The EFPJA later reported that Tilahun Bekele, editor of Fotash and Remet weekly papers, who has been in
detention since December 1997, was ordered by the Federal High Court to be released on 12 October, He was
still in detention on 16 October.

Journalist, Tesfaye Tegegne, was released on 9 October, after spending cight months in detention waiting
for international press organisations to raise his bail.

On 19 October, the EFPJA reported that Taye Belachew, editor of Tobia, had been fined 12,000 Birr, be-
cause of articles concerning Eritrea, on 17 October. He had been held in Maikelawi Special Investigation Cen-
tre in Addis Ababa for 11 weeks prior to his appearance in the Federal High Court.
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The International Federation of Journalists, Brussels, complained at the end of August of the prohibitive
price increases of printing and of print material. The survival of the non-government press in Ethiopia was en-
dangered, IF] stated in 3 letter to Prime Minister Meles Zenawi.

The exiled ex-prisoners group, SOCEPP, reported on 4 September that mail and telephone calls to journal-
ists were being intercepted.

&

Eritrea

Reporters sans frontiers, Paris, wrote to the Minister of Home Affairs in Eritrea on 26 October, urging the
release of two journalists, Milkias Mihretab and Yusuf Mchammed Ali, of Kesta Debena and Tsigenay. Fight
journalists had been detained near Asmara on 14 Octaber, but the other six were released four days later.

Abbreviations

AAPO All Amhara Peoples Organisation
EPRDF Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Democratic Front (government umbrella party, led by

TPLF)

ICRC International Committee of the Red Cross :
MTA Macha-Tulama Association (Oromo cultural and self-help organisation)
OLF Orome Liberation Front

OPDO Oromo Peoples Democratic Organisation (government Oromo party)

OSG Oromia Support Group

TPLF Tigrean Peoples Liberation Front (dominant party in government)

UNHCR UL.N. High Commissioner for Refugees
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