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Human Rights Abuses in Ethiopia

The Oromia Support Group is a non-political organisation which attempts to
raise awareness of human rights abuses in Ethiopia. OSG lobbies governments to
withdraw support from the Ethiopian government until it abides by its constitution
which guarantees human rights and self-determination for all peoples of Ethiopia.

OSG has now reported 2,850 extra-judicial killings and 847 disappearances of
civilians suspected of supporting groups opposing the government. Most of these
have been Oromo people. Scores of thousands of civilians have been imprisoned.
Torture and rape of prisoners is commonplace, especially in secret detention
centres, whose existence is denied by the government.
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ADDIS ABABA AND CENTRAL OROMIA REGION

Disappearance; death in transportation, etc.

Amanti Abdissa, aged approximately 31, was head of the development
department of the Oromo Relief Association (ORA) before its offices were closed
and its assets seized in 1996. In 1996 or 1997, he returned from taking a two year
Master’s degree abroad, which was sponsored by Christian Aid. As ORA had been
_closed down by the government, he obtained a post with EENGO, the Ethiopian
Environmental NGO. He was leaving Ethiopia on a legal exit visa, for Nairobi, in
August 1999. Amanti was arrested at Bole Airport, Addis Ababa. He has not
appeared in court and his relatives and friends have been unable to find him in the

prison system, i.e. he has disappeared.

Deyasa Legesse Wayecha

OSG informant in Addis Ababa, 18
November 2001.

Deyasa Legesse Wayecha, a 34
year old teacher at Qore Elementary
School, Qarsa Malima, Addis Ababa,
was last seen at about 1300 hrs, 5
August 2000, in Higher Kefitegna 20,
Kebele 38, near his house in the
capital. He was noted to have been
followed by a small taxi, near the
Lukas pharmacy. Family members
have searched hospitals, churches and
the prison system, without success.

Brother of victim, Germany, 30 July 2001.

Miss N. Beyen wrote on 18
January 2000 of the disappearance
of her father, a cotton and cattle
trader, who was born of Eritrean

parents, in Addis Ababa. Like many thousands with Eritrean ancestry, he was
targeted for detention and or deportation to Eritrea during the 2% year war. He was
taken by soldiers from his home in Addis Ababa at 5.00 am on 22 December 1999.
The soldiers refused to tell his wife where they were taking him. Since then,
efforts to trace him in Ethiopia and in Eritrea have failed.




Mrs T. Tadesse, wrote in October 2001 of the death of her father, en route to
Eritrea. He was born of Eritrean parents in Addis Ababa and was detained and
deported in October 1999. He died during the harsh deportation procedure. Mrs
Tadesse’s husband and daughter were also detained, in August 1998, early on in
the conflict and deportation process.

Miss Y.H., whose father was FEritrean, wrote that he was deported to Eritrea on
22 October 2000. She wrote, on 2 April 2001, ‘We never heard from my father
since then. My mother contacted relatives in Eritrea. They had gone to meet him
but he did not arrive. . . . We believe he has been killed by the Ethiopian
authorities.

One month after my father was taken from our home the same militaty men
came to our house and took me to a local authority (Kebele) office. They kept me
there for a week. 1 was treated very badly.’

She was interrogated, beaten and slapped. Miss Y.H. was then transferred to a
Police Investigation Department, where she was kept for two months, with
repeated interrogation, withholding of food and whipping with electric wires. She
was released on surety paid by her uncle. Since her escape from the country, he
has been detained. Her mother has been harassed and questioned several times.

Detention and torture

Dr. Mogaa Firissa, vice-president of the Macha-Tulama Association, was
detained for the second time this year on 27 October. He was taken to Akaki
prison and held until the 17 November. Another official of the Macha-Tulama
Association, Abera Aga, was released on the same day. Large sums were paid in
bail surety.

Informant in close family contact, USA, 18 November 2001.

Ahmed Mohammed Yusuf sent a message from Kenya on 30 August 2001. He
is a middle-aged businessman who supported the OLF before and after it legally
represented the Oromo people in the transitional Ethiopian government between
1991 and 1992. Like many active supporters, he was detained within 12 months of
the OLF leaving government in July 1992. From 1 January to 5 May 1993, he was
detained in Addis Ababa, under the usual harsh conditions of sleeping on a
concrete floor, denial of family access, one piece of bread and a small amount of
drinking water per day, without washing facilities or clean clothes and sometimes
prolonged hard physical labour. He maintained a low profile after release.




‘On 20 June, 1995, around 9.30 pm six TPLF soldiers went to Ahmed’s house,
tied his hands behind his back and started beating him. When Ahmed’s second son
begged the soldiers not to harm his father, he was beaten unconscious.’

He was held in the First Police Station, Addis Ababa, untii 30 October 1995, He
was interrogated and tortured by having the soles of his feet flailed, weights tied to
his genitalia and receiving cigarettc burns and beating to his genitalia, such that he
suffered urinary complications. He was taken out at night and ‘forced to dig his
own grave’.

On 30 October, he was transferred to Kaliti Federal Prison, where he was held
for over four years, until 25 November 1999, He is blind in his left eye and
psychologically disturbed. On release he was ordered not to take part in any
Oromo activity, not to speak in the Oromo language in public, to register twice
daily at the local Urban Dwellers Association office, to avoid any person from
outside the capital and that his life would be forfeit if he was involved in any
political activity.

On release, ‘his house had been taken over by a Tigrean. His second son was in
prison and his eldest son in exile.” He fled the country after being warned by a
relative in local government that he was to again be detained or possibly killed.

An OSG researcher based in the USA has been informed that the vice-director
of Dejjazmatch Umar Sammatar School, near the Grand Mosque in Addis Ababa,
Sadiqg Rorro, has been detained for allegedly inciting violence on and around the
campus in which three Gurage students were killed by Oromos. Two other Oromo
teachers at the school, Idris Nuri Erbaa and Kedir Abba-Foggi Rigicho, have
not been seen since the school was closed for 15 days after the shootings in early
November.

Execution of soldiers

According to Ruh, an Amharic newspaper in Addis Ababa, 17 August, six
Ethiopian soldiers were executed and five others found dead after thousands were
detained in Tolai military camp. The dissension within the TPLF was reported to
be the reason behind thousands of soldiers being kept in detention, in reportedly
atrocious conditions. Soldiers demonstrated against the conditions in which they
were kept. The demonstration was considered mutinous and five ringleaders, un-
named by the paper, were killed. The other six to be executed were:

Lt. Gemechu Feyissa (112th Brigade)

Corporal Abraha Woldu (Mechanized Brigade)

Master Sergeant Alemu Kebede (93rd Brigade)

Private GebreMeskel Gebremariam (Commando Div.)
Private Getachew Bezabih (108th Corps 34th Battalion)
Private Cherkos (no last name given)




No Oromifaa in prison; detainee killed

Seife Nebelbal, an independent weekly newspaper in Addis Ababa, reported on 28
September that Oromo detainees at Karchale Central Prison in the capital, had
again been forbidden from using their native language, Afaan Oromoo or
Oromifaa. Taye Abdissa is being held in solitary confinement because he spoke
in his language to visiting relatives. Ruh, another private weekly, reported on 28
September that a prisoner at Shoa Robit camp, being held their since the street
disturbances in April, was shot dead by a prison guard, while trying to escape.

EASTERN OROMIA REGION

Judicial interference, death in detention, street killings

Mohammednur Abdulkerim Goliye, former judge and president of High
Courts in Addis Ababa, Dire Dawa, East Hararge and Jimma, Share Company
consultant and lecturer of law in Top College, wrote from exile in Kenya, on 27
November.

He and his twin-brother, from Chelenko, E. Hararge, had successful careers in
the legal profession until 1994. He had been East Hararge High Court judge since
February 1993 and was releasing too many political detainees ‘according to the
law’ he wrote, ‘But EPRDF’s security man, annoyed with these acts, took me
away from my office to the Eastern Military Command office and the Officers
Entertainment Club from September to December 1994, and then persuaded and
later intimidated me at gun point to stop releasing the detainecs, to be a hidden
member of the OPDO [government Oromo party], to make speeches admiring the
EPRDF [government umbrella party] and condemning the OLF as a satanic
political party.’

He refused and was forced fo resign on 16 December. Three days later, he was
arrested and held in Hammaressa Military Camp until 3 January 1995. Due to a
severe shortage of Oromo-speaking judges and prolonged pre-trial delays which
drew international criticism, he was re-instated as judge and president of E.
Hararge High Court on 11 October 1995, and transferred to Jimma High Court in
September 1997.

He wrote, ‘Again, on 10 March 1998, the government dismissed me, saying 1
was a strong supporter of the OLF’, following his releasing 25 OLF suspects. He
was detained again, in Hammaressa Military Camp, from 9 April to 5 May. On
release, he was forced to sign that he would collaborate with the government
against the OLF, clandestinely join the OPDO and act as a spy within the OLF. He




was dismissed from his post and forbidden to practise law or work for government
institutions.

He wrote, ‘Anybody who witnesses the harassment of the Oromo masses may
ask whether or not there are laws and courts in Ethiopia. In a country where extra-
judicial killings and detentions are rampant, the existence of an independent
judiciary is unthinkable. In fact there are laws and courts in Ethiopia on paper, not
in practice. At present the criteria of appointment of judges at all levels are loyalty
to the EPRDF, [a willingness to] contribute to Oromo’s harassment, and race, i.e.
belonging to Tigrean nationality. No significant weight is given to profession i.e.
level of education, experience and efficiency. The judges are directed by EPRDF,
not by law. So in a country where a poor political party is beyond law, there is no
rule of law but rule of man. Hence, lack of the independence of the judiciary is an
extension of the harassment of the people by the EPRDF.’

His twin brother, Ahmednur Abdulkerim, was dismissed from his post as High
Court public prosecutor on 10 September 1999 and immediately held in detention,
until he was released to hospital in November. ‘While he was in the detention
camp, he was tortured and finally died on 8 December, as a consequence.’

On 5 April 2000, Mohammednur Abdulkerim spoke out against human rights
violations and the lack of democracy and justice at a public meeting, attended by
government officials. Three plain-clothed men delayed his leaving the meeting
hall for 15 minutes and then abducted him to Scbatenya Military Camp in Dire
Dawa, where he was held until 7 July. The day after his abduction, his car [Reg.
No. 2-44436AA] was confiscated.

“While I was in the detention camp, I was tortured and interrogated for more
than ten times, after my arms were tied up behind my back.” He was released after
signing the usual documents.

‘On 28 December 2000 at about 7pm, EPRDF gunmen shot a man, whom they
said was a suspect of OLF, dead in front of my house and then, saying that the
man was sheltered and hidden in my house, they started to watch me while T was
in Dire Dawa.

Again on 4 January 2001 at about 11pm, unknown EPRDF gunmen surrounded
my house and shot another man, my country fellow Shafi Ibrahim, dead while
he was leaving the house, probably thinking that it was me for [ was under
surveillance. After these events happened, I decided to flee my country.’




Disappearance

Bekele Dawano  Hebano, a
geologist who was then aged 34,
disappeared while in detention in 1993,
A close relative, living in the USA,
personally gave OSG the information
on 29 July 2001. Bekele was a graduate
of Addis Ababa University and held a
master’s degree from a Dutch
university. He was a senior official for
the OLF when they were part of the
transitional Ethiopian government and
was among the 20-45000 OLF
supporters who were detained in late
1992, within months of the OLF
leaving the transitional adminisiration
because of electoral abuses.

On 25 October 1992, he was
detained and tortured at the military
camp in Dodola, Bale. He was
transferred to a detention centre at
S o W@ 1 Agarfa, where his detention was

Bekele Dawano Hebano documented by the International
Committee of the Red Cross. He was
last seen at Agarfa, being escorted away from the centre by heavily armed men, on
14 September 1993.

Efforts made by his family to locate him have been unsuccessful.

Killings, detention, torture and rape

Mrs H.D.Ahmed, a 40 year old mother of eight, wrote from the insecurity of
Kenya on 26 July 2001. She and her husband ran a successful business, including
a shop and maize mill, in their village near Kombolcha, E. Hararge. Durmg the
1991-2 period, they were active supporters of the OLF.

She wrote, ‘I and my husband were arrested in January 1993 and taken to
Kombolcha military camp for eight months . . . Again in January 1997, four
military personnel came. This time they claimed that we were taking goods to
OLF in the mountains and for this reason they broke into our house and took and
divided up the shop, where my son was sleeping. . . When the door was opened,
they started collecting all the goods. This caused my son to resist and simply he
was shot dead and I was taken to military camp.’




Her husband and three of their children escaped and she has lost touch with
them. At the camp, ‘I was tortured a lot. I was beaten and whipped every day.
They used a gun muzzle and the handle to hit me and made me sleep on a cold
floor. They poured pepper powder on me in a small room to make us cough
terribly and even whipped me with electric cable, making me stay without water or
food. They kept me in a cold pool and raped me in a dark room at night, making
me lose control of my urinating.” She was released after one year, at the end of
1997.

‘Again, on 1 November 2000, they arrested me on the claim that I was aware of
OLF weapons and they took me to Kombolcha military camp for five days, day
and night beating me, using a gun bayonet to cut my leg. They took me to killing
field and say if I won’t show them the weapons, I will die like the rest.

On 6 November I was Iuckily released on death caution and signed the last time
to be alive, if arrested. 1 was told I must bring my husband from where he was or
otherwise I die after five days have elapsed.” So she ran to Kenya and is now an
unprotected woman at risk.

J.A., a 56 yr old man from Badessa, near to Deder, central Hararge, wrote to
OSG on 14 November, from Kenya. He was a health assistant and owned a shop,
pharmacy and clinic, as well as two wheel mills. He was detained twice after the
OLF left the transitional government and was living under surveillance and strict
instructions to remain in his village, when on 16 November 2000, a train carrying
government troops was mined at the nearby town of Kora. He wrote, ‘on the same
day . .. troops came to arrest me and other Oromos who were supporting the OLF.
The troops killed Bedri Abem, Abebe and another two prominent Oromo
women, whose bodies were thrown at the gate of their families’ houses. Taye
Bellemi, Haji Mohammed Mussa, Umer Idris and Irrana were my friends who had
been arrested on the same day and still remain forgotten in prison.” He managed to
escape and hid in Addis Ababa until February 2001, when he fled to Kenya, where
he now lives in fear and insecurity. All of his properties have been confiscated.

S.D.F,, originally from Jaridega, Western Oromia, wrote from exile in the USA
in September. He is a 33 yr old graduate of Alemaya University of Agriculture and
remained at the university as a graduate assistant in September 1990.

He wrote, ‘in June 1992, I was taken from my residence by government security
agents and jailed for three weeks in Harar special jail prepared underground for
jailing pofitical prisoners. This prison is a special prison house used by the security
agents . . . whereby the individual becomes a victim of torture and possible
execution.” [A notorious underground unofficial prison exists in Harar military
camp and has been the subject of several reports by OSG.]

He was released after paying 10,000 Birr.

‘Subsequently I was under constant scrutiny by government security agents.” In
October 1996, he was taken to East Hararge Zonal Police Office. While he was




there being questioned, his house was searched and his wife sexually assaulted. He
remained in detention and was tortured for two weeks.

Tamam Chirqo Yadi, aged 31, wrote from the USA on 24 September. He and
his father ran the successful family bakery business in Denisho, Bale, until, ‘In
December 1994, my father and I were arrested and I was held in a concentration
camp near Denisho until 20 August 1996. My family was put out in the cold and
our property was given to the people of the TPLF. The TPLF warned everyone
that if any of them assisted our family, they would suffer the same consequences
and lose their property as well. My confiscated properties include my home, the
bakery shop, staples, clothing and furniture.’

‘After being released, I was required to report daily to the local police to assure .
. . I would not travel from Denisho, so they could monitor my activities. On 21
March 1997, T was arrested a second time and held, again without charges or
hearing, until 28 May 2000. While held, I was severely beaten and tortured. I was
not allowed to see my family or any other visitors. I was given only one meal a
day, and provided no medical attention. I was forced to do slave labour . . .

My uncle was killed while detained by the TPLF, and the fate of my father is
unknown. He has not been seen since he was detained in 1994. It is assumed that
he died from the harsh conditions and freatment he received while imprisoned.’

M.A. Warrio, mother of nine from Dire Dawa, E. Hararge, wrote from Nairobi
on 26 November of her detention for almost one year from her arrest at night, on 5
December 1992. They ‘started torturing, mistreating and not giving me food
despite the fact that I was one month pregnant. I delivered a baby there in prison.’

She also wrote of the killing of her husband, Aliyi Ahmed Alisho, last year.

“The TPLF came again fo our house and arrested both of us. My husband was
tortured brutaily for three months and died there in prison . ..’

Following the killing of a TPLF soldier in her area carlier this year, she was
again sought. Her son was arrested in her absence. She is now struggling to care
for the other children in Kenya.

Mohammed Maruuf Abdella, wrote from Kenya on 6 November of his
detention in Goba military camp, Bale, for 14 months after the OLF left
government in 1992. ‘I was inhumanely and severely tortured’ he wrote.

‘After my release, with serious warning and signing not to go anywhere without
police knowledge. T was also dismissed from my professional NGO work . . .
Added to this, my right to hold my own opinion and expression was denied. My
social interaction with my society and even with my neighbours was under the
control of security men.” Threats prevented other villagers making contact with the
family.




After fighting between OLF and government soldiers locally, at Dambal Misra,
soldiers came to his house. He had already fled. His property was seized and
relatives imprisoned.

WESTERN OROMIA REGION
Killings

Mohammed Amin, the young cousin of OSG’s informant, who wrote from
London on 11 August, was ‘brutally killed” by government forces in December
1996 in the vicinity of Jimma, in the south of presently named Wallega Zone.

An informant from Wallega Zone, who now seeks asylum in Europe, was
known to OSG as areporter of human rights abuses from the mid-1990s. He wrote
on 20 July with the following information.

Three unidentified young men were found dead in the bush at Tanqi, near
Mendi town in August 1995. ‘Two TPLF soldiers were found guarding the corpse,
not to be taken and buried.’

‘In December 1995, TPLF militia opened fire and killed two civilians in Meti
Peasant Association, Manasibu district, West Wallega.

In May 1996, Yadeta Jiregna, the then OPDO cadre of Manasibu District,
killed a young Oromo named Taha Isa in Mendi, West Wallega.

In May 1998, a man named Jalata Mo’a from Mendi Administration Office
opened fire and killed a young man named Samuel Tekola in Benguwa Peasant
Association.

In March 1996, a young Oromo boy was taken from Finfinnee [Addis Ababa]
by a group of eight policemen, headed by a policeman named Kitaba Guta. This
young boy, named Bulti, was brought to Gimbi police station. His arms and legs
were firmly tied. He was tortured so many times. Later on, he was taken out of
Gimbi police station by Kitaba Guta and was found shot dead some 20 km from
Gimbi, on the way to Finfinnee, some days later.’

Detention, torture etc.

Gemechis Negeri Jaleta, a 33 yr old high school teacher from Arjo, Eastern
Wallega Zone, wrote from exile in Kenya in early December 2001. He was a
member of the local OLF electoral committee when the OLF were part of the
transitional government, 1991-2. Like most active supporters, he was detained
shortly afterwards, in his case from 10 December 1993 to 25 February 1994. He
was ‘interrogated, tortured, received kicks and humiliating slaps . . . for crimes I
never committed’.

In 1994, he was warned by the OPDO Arjo District official, Makonnen, and
threatened to refrain from teaching Oromo history. He was prevented from
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attending higher education and kept under surveillance. His house was searched
‘from time to time’, he wrote.

He was again detained, from 20 September to 18 November 1999, because he
refused to support the war with Eritrea and would not encourage conscription.

Following student demonstrations against the forest fires which were
deliberately started by government officials in early 2000, ‘I was once more
suspected of being one of the co-ordinators and instigators of the student uprising,
in which three students were shot dead [See OSG Press Release 31, July 2000]. ..
T was taken fo Didhessa detention centre on 3 February, where 1 was interrogated
and tortured for days. I was released on 30 June, without being charged . . . But I
was given the last warning and was made to sign on terms that [ am responsible
for any future student-led anti-government demonstration, to report every day to
the TPLF representative in the area, and . . . I was denied the right to move.’

He moved to work in Addis Ababa, but was again harassed and his home
searched following student and public unrest in April 2001, His landlord was
arrested.

Hassan Jamal Abdurahman wrote from exile in Kenya, via his brother in
London, on 11 August, ‘In 1992 . . . my father and I were imprisoned for a year at
the military camp in Jimma. Both of us were beaten and malireated. I went
through mock execution, in which a pistol was pointed to my ear. During torture, 1
was slapped on my car . . . and now my ecar is deaf. . . . My father lost his property,
his hotel and his car were taken by the government and he is now a poor man.

In March 1996, we were called again for questioning and detained in Jimma
military camp for eight months. We were alleged supporting OLF with finance
and other materials. Both of us were tortured, my father’s hand was broken. Later
we were released with warning to report to the local police station. My cousin
Mohammed Amin was brutally killed in December 1996. This situation frightened
me . . . [and I] went to Finfinnee (Addis Ababa) as of 1997, I was picked by plain-
clothed security officers who pointed a pistol to my head while T was drinking tea
at Hotel d’Afrique. I was forced to get in their car and taken to Kolfe Police
training camp.’

He was accused of OLF activity and detained for a week, before he managed to
escape.
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SOUTHERN OROMIA REGION
Killings

Although rumours of the execution of up to 100 Oromo in Borana and Bale Zones
in late November have not been confirmed, there have been reliable reports from
Borana Zone of at least 24 extra-judicial killings by government troops of Boran
Oromos. The killings occurred 17 and 19 November. There have been conflicting
reports in the media, but OSG’s own sources in Borana have confirmed that the
killings took place at the villages of Hapheessaa and Walenso, in the Liban district
of Borana. Eight were killed and over 13 were seriously wounded on 17
November, following meetings in most of the large towns in central and southern
Borana about disarming local farmers/herders. The villages were burned down, but
heavily armed soldiers came again on 19 November, together with large vehicles.
On this occasion, 16 were killed, over 14 were badly wounded and 13 disappeared.
Some of the seriously wounded were taken to the hospital in Negele. Soldiers took
them from the hospital either to police stations or to the military hospital, where
they are said to be ‘suffering’. OSG’s sources in Borana have provided the names
of twenty who were killed:

lyyaa Boruu Areeroo

Godaanaa Dimmaa Guutuu

Guyyoo Hugaa Iyyaa

Sara Iyyaa Jirmaa

Tunaa Saalessaa Geedoo

Galmaa Badhaasoo Guyyoo

Godaanaa Nuuraa Eduu

Jaattanii Haroo Galgaloo

Waariyoo Boruu Dimeellaa

Didoo Areeboo Jillee

Goolichaa Qaallichaa

Haroo Godaanaa Areeroo

Boruu Didoo Daabasaa

Waaqoo Liban Guutuu

Jaldeessa Bonayaa Qottoo

Jaatanii Waaqoo Saalessaa

Galgaloo Nuraa Adii

Koto Bayyoo Iyyaa

Qaallichaa Goolichaa

Diidaa Qaallichaa

The government has claimed that the violence has been between Borana and Gare
Oromo who are fighting over scarce land and water resources. Indeed, even the
UN news agency, IRIN, has reported the incidents as such — with over 60 dead and
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200 wounded ‘in at least ten significant incidents in recent months’, the latest
being in Wachile and Hisfutu,

Whenever fighting between Oromo and other peoples has been reported by the
Ethiopian government, investigation has always shown that the Ethiopian
government has either been directly involved as one of the fighting factions or has
been found to be supporting and arming one group against another (for example,
see report on Gedeo and Oromo conflict, p. 8, Sagalee Haaraa 31, July 2000 or
Degodia and Oromo conflict, p. 5, Sagalee Haaraa 32, November 2000).

OSG’s sources in Borana have confirmed that the recent violence has been
between heavily armed government soldiers and Oromo farmers and herdsmen. A
government official, ‘Minaseen’, accused local elders of being in conflict over
resources with neighbouring peoples, but their representative, Halaakee, told him
that the fighting was only between government soldiers and the people, our
reporter has written.

SOUTHERN PEOPLES REGION
Killings

According to a statement issued in mid-November by the Southern Ethiopian
Peoples Democratic Coalition, and broadcast by Radio Free Oromia on 18
November, over 40 civilians were killed by government soldiers in Argoba,
Southern Peoples Region. Some of those killed had been castrated before being
killed and their bodies had been burned. Over 750 families had been victimized
and 5,250 people displaced.

PRESS

Mrs Lubaba Sa’id, Editor of Tarik newspaper and mother, was detained, in
Addis Ababa, from 11 — 20 July 2001 until she was able to pay 1000 Birr bail,
according to the Ethiopian Free Journalists Association (EFJA), 24 July, Addis
Ababa.

Tamrat Zuma, Editor of Akurot newspaper, was detained in Karchale Central
Prison in the capital on 25 May and remains in detention, because he is unable to
pay 11,000 Birr bail.

On or about 4 July, according to EFJA, seven editors were called by police for
questioning. Leyikun Engida, Dagim Wonchif, Henok Alemayu, Medina,
Daniel Abraha, Netsanet, and Tilahun Bekele, Netsabrak, were released on bail
of between 3 — 5,000 Birr.

Ms Berhan Hailu, Wogahta, was detained 48 hrs. Merid Zelleke, Satanaw,
and Mengistu Wolde-Selassie, Moged, were detained until 13 July, being
interrogated about their sources.
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The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), New York, 2 August, was
‘dismayed by this recent clampdown on press freedom’ and ‘recalled that Ethiopia

jailed more journalists than any other African nation in 2000’ [as it has done since
1992 - OSG].

On 1 November, the EFJA reported that Behailu Desalegn, Editor of the
English language weekly, Capital, was summoned and released on 2000 Birr bail,
on 31 October. The newspaper had received harassing and intimidating telephone
calls prior to his being called to the Zone 1, Woreda 3 police station. The
organisation later reported that eight journalists were summoned to police stations
and to Maikelawi Special/Central Investigation Centre on or shortly after 1
November. Yohannes Abebe, Gohe/Moresh, Arega Wolde-Kirkos, deputy
editor in chief, Leyikun Engida, Dagim Wonchif (summoned and bailed in July,
sce above), Melese Shine, Efiop, Tilahun Bekele (also summoned and bailed in
July, see above) and Adane Haile, Netsabrak, Tesahalene Mengesha, Mebrek,
and Abraham Gebre-Kidan, Poletica, were all told that new charges had been
made against them. Four had to report to the police. At least one was released on
bail.

On 13 November, EFJA reported that its president, and editor of Ethio Time
newspaper, Kifle Mulat, and Abinet Tamrat, Medina, were summoned and told
new charges awaited them. Shimelis Asfaw, former editor of Ethio Time, was
also ordered to report to Maikelawi on 12 November.

EFJA reported on 22 November that Tsegaye Ayalew, Genanaw, and Robel
Mitiku, Gohe, were detained on 20 and 21 November for being unable to pay
fines of 10,000 Birr. Several other chief editors were called to Maikelawi during
that week, including Wesenseged Gebre-Kidan, FEfiop, and Kidushabet
Belachew, Mebrek.

On 5 December, EFJA reported that Tilahun Bekele, Netsabrak, who was
summoned in July and November, was sentenced to one year in prison. On 26
November, the court released him because he had already spent two years in jail
for inability to pay bail on these charges.

More than a dozen journalists had again been summoned to Maikelawi in early
December, EFJA reported on 5 December.

KENYA

Fear in Nairobi

A.B.F,, a well known Oromo recording artist and former detaince and torture
victim, wrote on 1 December 2001. She reported that, on 7 November 2000,
within three months of her arrival in Nairobi, she was followed home from the
UNHCR office, by two Tigreans who caught the same bus. At some time between
then and April 2001, she was followed by a TPLF security agent, known to some
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as ‘Ahimed’. She described being beaten and narrowly avoiding being abducted
from 2" Street, Eastleigh, Nairobi, in a vehicle, Reg. No. KAF 115V, when other
Oromo refugees came to her rescue.

H.D.A., an unaccompanied mother of eight, wrote in late July 2001. She lost
touch with her husband and three of their children during the journey to Kenya in
November 2000. She describes being followed near Eastleigh by ‘two suspicious
looking men’. She feels unable to leave her residence to seek her husband and
other children, or to attend to the health needs of the young children who are with
her.

Mohammed Maaruf Abdella, former detainee and torture victim from Bale,
wrote on 6 November 2001 of his twice being rejected mandate refugee status by
UNHCR, despite providing documentation proving his affiliation to the OLF.

J.A., a 56 yr old former health assistant from the Deder area of E. Hararge,
wrote on 14 November 2001. He has been detained and all his properties
confiscated. He fled to Kenya in February 2001. He obtained mandate status but ‘I
have repeatedly seen the known security agent of the EPRDF, a man by the name
of George, who has done a lot of crime on me and many other Oromo people of
my locality, here in Nairobi . . . Though 1 have alrcady reported my serious
security problems . . ., due to such known enemies and due to the usual attacks of
EPRDF’s security agents through Kenyan gangsters and corrupted policemen,
happening to Oromo refugees here in Nairobi more than ever, 1 have not got a
solution.’

B.K.M., a postgraduate student from Addis Ababa, wrote on 9 November. He
believes that he and his wife are being prevented from resettlement in Norway
because she is HIV-positive after being raped by government soldiers in Ethiopia.

M.W.T., wrote on 6 August. Among his accusations of bribery in the
resettlement process, he wrote, about the UNHCR. ‘The office is very hostile to
Oromo refugees under new management in UNHCR, we are unable to see a sign
of progress.’

Fear in Kakuma

M.G.M., wrote from Kakuma refugee camp in North Kenya in August. He
reported insecurity and fear experienced by Oromo, Ethiopian, Somali and
Sudanese refugees there. Women are particularly at risk. He wrote that T.N. was
‘isolated from his [Ethiopian] community and attacked physically . . . still under
threat and constant fear’. W.N. had fled to Nairobi after ‘several attacks” and
M.G., after surviving an attempt to kill him in 1995, was chased out of his
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community because he protested against conscription for the Ethiopian army, in
the war with Eritrea, which had been occurring at the camp in the last two years.

T.G., who has been in Kakuma since 1996, wrote on 31 August. He had been
detained and tortured in Bale and Borana Zones and wrote ‘It is difficult to
approach UNHCR for protection as the high officials are from Ethiopia, in
UNHCR Kakuma’.

SUDAN

Detentions

The Ethiopian embassy in Khartoum announced at a meeting on 24 August that
it had reached an agreement with the Sudanese government, that all citizens from
Ethiopia would be subject to extradition back to Ethiopia if they did not carry an
[.D. card which was issued by the Ethiopian embassy in the Sudanese capital.
Informants within Khartoum reported that 13 Sudanese citizens had been handed
over by the Ethiopian government to show good faith.

The OLF announced on 25 September that six of its members were abducted
two days previously and were being held at an unknown place. The men were
finally released from their secret detention on 5 November.

GERMANY

More asylum refusals

Gemechis Tibebu, presently being detained in Dachau refugee camp, Bavaria
(Bayern, the state which is most difficult for refugees in Germany) wrote on 19
July of his unfair treatment at his asylum hearing. He is a card carrying OLF cadre
and obviously merits asylum. At his hearing, on 4 May, he was forced to be
interviewed in Amharic, in which he finds difficulty expressing himself, and his
translator was a Tigrean. The German interviewer, Herr Demleitner, is reported to
be married to an Ethiopian. He insisted that Gemechis was interviewed in
Ambharic, instead of the Oromo language.

Nega Chewaka Tucho also wrote from Germany, on 17 July 2001. Despite
being detained and tortured on two occasions because of his support for the OLF,
he has been refused asylum in Germany.

Abbreviations

EPRDF Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Democratic Front (government umbrella Party)
OLF Oromo Liberation Front

OPDO Oromo Peoples Democratic Organisation (government Qromo Party)

0SG QOromia Support Group

TPLF Tigrean Peoples Liberation Front (dominant government Party)

UNHCR UN High Commissioner for Refugees
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