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ADDIS ABABA AND SHOWA
Killings
The following were reported in Aprit (1) to have been killed by EPRDF soldiers :-

Fayissa Rafu, farmer of Jabo Magari village, Tullu Bollo, 80km west of Addis Ababa.
Araga Tadesse Ayelle

Bojia Bayissa and

Bayissa, father of Bojia, in his 80’s, who died later of injuries received. Bojia and his
father lived at Dawo Kachama village, 80km west of Addis Ababa and the destruction
of three houses belonging to them in February was reported in the June Press Release.
The body of Bojia was exhibited to local farmers and in the towns of Waliso and
Dilalla, to “terrorise the Oromo community” (1).

Mekonnen Tegegn, Holota town, 45km west of Addis Ababa, was killed near the end
of April 1995 (1).

Ali Yusuf, a merchant at the Merkato in Addis Ababa was shot dead in front of his
shop on 20 or 21.5.95. He had been a political prisoner under Mengistu for many
years. He was a member of the OLF team in the July 1991 Addis Ababa conference



which approved the Transitional Charter. Police made no attempt to stop the killing,
(1,2,9).

Disappearances

Selected cases of disappearance, not previously recorded in the Oromia Support Group
Press Releases, reported by Amnesty International (3) to have occurred in Addis
Ababa, are:-

Mustafa Idris, 31.5.94

Abebe Aynekulu, from Bahar Dar, taken while visiting the capital, 2.12.93
Efram Fantaye, chairman of Free Ethiopian Students Union in Russia, 29.4.93
Yosef Ayele Bati, 27.11.92 - reported by fellow detainee to have been tortured in
Maikelawi in late 1992,

Daniel Agonafer Gebre-Medhin, 23.5.94

Menelik Tessema, 23.5.94

Adane Argaw, see “Other Political Prisoners”, below, 1.6.94

Yehualeshet Mekonnen, 7.10,93

Abebe Gelaw, 7.10.93

Ashenafi Mengistu, 18.9.93

Getnet Asnake, 19.9.93

Sheikh Jamal Hussein, 12.5.94

Mitiku Wadajo, 31.5.94

Wakuma Soboka, May ‘93

Kassahun Habte, June ‘92

Dereje Kanaa, February "92

Marga Terfa was taken by plain clothed security agents in a car with the number 2-
33960 AA, near the French embassy, woreda 12, Addis Ababa on 19.4.95. He had
been detained and released without trial once previously. (1)

Capt. Yigezu Adunya was abducted from his car (his wife remained behind) in Holota,
reported April 1995 (1).

Chawaka Mideksa, of Wallinchity, near Nazarcth (Adama), was taken from his work at
the statistics office, reported April 1995 (1).

An un-named worker at Jagari plant of Fincha sugar factory was taken about 24.4.95
(see Imprisonments etc below) (1).

Mr Dhugassa, Bako town, W.Showa, was kidnapped in March 1995 and remains
disappeared (1).

Usumayo Mussa and :
Sute Barento, both singers with the Bilisummaa Band, were taken in Addis Ababa on
26.5.95 and 1.6.95 respectively, present whereabouts unknown, believed to be held at
the Special branch for Investigation at the Third Police Station (1,2).

Abdalla Soonnee, an elderly man, was taken in Addis Ababa in May’95 (2).

The following were arrested without warrant in June’95 in Addis Ababa and their
whereabouts are unknown -

Ahmed Annaya

Ali Zalul

Shiferaw Fayisa and Chala Edosa (1).



Imprisonments etc

Bayera Mideksa and two others were arrested for planning to blow up an oil storage
depot on the orders of the OLF, in June 1992, At his trial in March 1993, Bayera
showed obvious signs of beating and torture. He was convicted, but only of illegal
possession of weapons. Although the court acknowledged that torture had occurred,
it did nothing to investigate it. The court ordered the three to be released but the
prison authorities refused and the Supreme Court has since increased their sentence to
5 years. (3).

Magarsa Dame, who reported the extra-judicial killing of three people held at Didessa
camp (see Western Oromia, Kiflings, below) was imprisoned in Senqelle prison camp
(5km west of Ambo)and on 5.6.94 had his testicles beaten with staves (1,2,7).

Nine civilians, previously imprisoned in Ambo and Waliso, were re-taken by EPRDF
soldiers in Tullu Bollo on 8.2.95. They were beaten with staves and rifle butts at the
time of re-arrest without warrant or charge (1). Their names are :-

Betiru Bikila Borana

Kifle Kidane Dabla

Onnata Tita Urgecha

Ayele Tadesse

Taddasse Dawi

Teshoma Deboch Abba Diro

Gonfa Kamissa

Fite Lamessa Boru

Hailu Ado Goya

Ketema Edissa, of Jagari plant of Fincha sugar factory, was taken for three weeks in
March 1995 and tortured by tying his upper arms behind his back (see Amnesty
International report) (1).

Another worker at the Jagari plant disappeared near the end of April, name as yet
unknown (1). Workers at this factory had been told for two months before the May
1995 elections to vote for the EPRDF or face reprisals (1).

The following were arrested in Addis Ababa in June’95 :-

Zakir, a businessman, and his wife,

Ms Halima, a witness to the murder of Ali Yusuf (see above),

Mohamed Muzayin, businessman,

Haji Abdurazaq Mohammad, chairman of the Unity of Eastern Oromia Exporters-
Importers Share Company,

Sister Baftaye Amante and husband, and

Taye Gamachu (1).

Dhaabaa Wayyeessaa, a famous Oromo playwright and novelist, narrowly escaped
being taken by Tigrean uniformed soldiers on 5.6.95 in the Shiro Meda area of Addis
Ababa. He had been watched closely and harrassed by security officers and his
telephone had been tapped since he had been imprisoned in the Casa inchis
interrogation centre (see Disappearances and Secret Detention Centres, below) for
four weeks in August 1992. At that time he was stripped and shackled on all four
limbs and beaten with a rubber hose for 3-4 days and intermittently thereafter. Af night
he was left naked on a cold cement floor. He was taken from his cell on several
occasions, threatened with a gun and told he was going to be shot that day. His sister



was similarly threatened during a three day detention at Casa Inchis. In March/April
1993 he was forced to abandon performances of his plays in Dire Dawa. Although he
had permission from the local administration and carried a licence from the central
government, he was briefly imprisoned and told by EPRDF military officers to leave
the area. Three or four months before he left the country he was threatened by
gunmen in civilian clothes. He complained to the police who merely told him to go
home. (5).

After 12 years in Somalia and Sweden, Yusuf Abdurahiman had 2300 US$ and 400
Swedish Kroner “confiscated” when searched at Addis Ababa airport on his way to
Dire Dawa on 5.3.95 (1).

EASTERN OROMIA (and OGADEN)
Killings

The names of 28 civilians from Habro district, W.Hararge, killed in the second half of
1993 are given in source 1 (# 20).

21 civilians from Obora and Masala districts, E.Hararge, killed in 1993, are named in
the same source (1).

The names of 41 civikians killed in Kurkura (on 27.7.93), Kuloloti (on 3.6.94), Diboti
(17.7.94) and Haroti (23.8.94) districts, S.E.Bale, are also given in source 1, #20.

Kamal Abba Mustafa, a 35 yr old from Rayitu district, Bale, was tortured using nylon
and burning tyres and killed in September 1994 (2).

Hussein Shukaa, aged 38, from Gasara district, Bale, was taken from prison and killed
in September 1994 (2).

Shakib Ahmed Dawud, Kobo town, Hararghe, was killed by EPRDF soldiers, 11.4.95
(1).

Mohamed Ibro, Baroda town, Hararghe, killed by EPRDF soldiers, 19.3.95. His body
remained in front of his house for over 24hrs before burial. His house had been
searched earlier that week (1).

Amin Ahmad and
Mohamed Amu were killed by TPLF soldiers in Soka Basulle, Obora district,
E.Hararge in April’95. Burial was forbidden and they were eaten by hyenas. (1).

Jafar Ibrahim Utto, a middle aged elder from Kiyyo, Obora, E Hararge, after being
detained by EPRDF militia, was found dead on 8.4.95. One of his sons was taken by
EPRDF militia and allegedly tortured before being found dead in the same area two
months previously. (9).

Abdul Hakim (Malek) and 7 family members were reported killed in May’95 at
Alemaya, E.Hararge (1).

Disappearances

Sixteen detainees, held at Hurso military detention camp since 1992, disappeared from
there in February 1994, including :-

Anano Mite

Bekissa Sina and

Sheikh Aliyi Ahmed Waday (3).



Abdullahi Abdi (Taflow), ONLF central committee member, and

Abshir Abdi Sugeh, regional member of parliament, disappeared after being taken in
Jijiga, 23.5.94. (3).

Mohamoud Ugas Hashi, president of the Ogaden Welfare Society, was abducted in
Godey, 7.5.94 (3).

Tbado Abdullahi (Gabya), president of Ogaden Womens Democratic Alliance, was
taken in Degadur, 20.3.94 (3)

Imprisonments, Torture ete

Mother of eleven, Mrs Meko Qalib Yesuf, kebele 01, Micheta town, Daro Labu
district, W.Hararge, was taken by EPRDF soldiers from her home together with her 3
yr old daughter on the night of 22.10.94. She initially refused to open the door until
threatened by a hand grenade. Her home was searched and 7,500 Birr (1,200 US$),
gold rings worth 2,500 US$ and two watches worth 100 US$ were taken. She was
taken into the bush and, after neighbours had been chased away and she had been
separated from her daughter, she was beaten with staves and rifle butts for 3-4 hours
while being questioned about the whereabouts of OLF fighters. Guns and pistols were
thrust into her mouth and throat, She was detained at Micheta EPRDF army camp for
a week without medical attention to the wounds on her back, bottom and left leg. She
was unable to speak. After her family paid for medical treatment she was recovering
until taken out of the camp on the night of 1.11.94. She was beaten on her old wounds
and her right arm and fingers were broken. Her drunken assailants shot at her head
and missed. Her arm became paralysed. She was transferred to a police station. She
and the medical attendant who saw her were warned not to tell the police or her family
what had happened, under threat of death by shooting. Later, the army requested her
for questioning again, but the police refused. Local elders persuaded the police to send
her to hospital at Chiro where a Tigrean doctor told her that her type of people did not
deserve treatment at government hospitals. In all she was held for four weeks, Her
arm remains paralysed. (1).

The following, from the towns of Dadar and Kobo and the Obora district of
E.Hararge, were arrested, robbed and tortured :-

Mis Djimila Alisho, April’95, 17,000 Birr (ca 3,000US$) taken when house searched,
and tracks containing goods worth 80,000 Birr (ca 15,000 US$) previously destroyed
by TPLF soldiers, ‘

Ayat, Djimila’s daughter, taken as she protested at the robbery,

Ahmad Sadik,

Abdurhaman Kachino,

Abdusamad,

Maliya,

Mohamed Ahmad Osman and

Wazir (1).

A recent innovation in torture technique has been practised in E.Hararge. The victim’s
hands are tied around his back with string soaked in kerosene and dipped in
gunpowder. The following have been victims of this torture :-

Bayan Abdi, Soka Basulle, Obora district, remains “between life and death” after
suffering severe injuries from the torture and being denied medical treatment, Abdulatif



Mohamed Ibrahim managed to get to Dil Chora hospital, Dire Dawa, where one hand
had to be amputated,

Ahmad Nasir, Soka Basulle town, and
Kalid Abdulmalik, Dadar town (1).

WESTERN OROMIA
Killings

Hundurra Tarraffa, teacher in Shambu, Eastern Wollega, killed by EPRDF soldiers,
7.2.95. (1)

Capt. Zerihun Lemessa, Shambu, E. Wollega reported in April to have been killed (1).

Over 200 are reported killed in the Sigimo and Gatira areas of Illubabor following OLF
activity in the area in February 1995 (see Imprisonments etc, below). Bodies were not
allowed to be buried initially, until local government officials were persuaded to allow
10-15 bodies to be buried in communal graves (1,11). The following are named :-

From Sata Choro village, Gatira
Haji Adem Abba Sambii
Haji Abba Ali Abba Digga
Imam Abba Al (son of Haji Abba)
Riham Abba Moga
Shehi Dalili Shehi Kadir
Shehi Shrif Abba Garo
Shehi Mujahid Abba Garo (brother of Shehi Shrif)
Abdul-Kadir Abba Kaaru
Raya Mussa
Shehi Jihad Abba-Garo
Sherif Abba-Luko (body partly eaten by hyenas)
Dashu Abba-Garo ( ’ )
Hosman Abba-Gissa ( » )
Habib, a visitor from Choraa Kumbi, a nearby village
From Damu Kufa village, Gatira,
Diggaa Abba Billoo
Naji Abdul-Kadir
Nuru Abba-Sambi
Zakar Abdul-Kadir
Abba-Fitaa Abba-Sambi
Tdris Abba-Dinka
Oli Abba-Dinka
Naji Hussein
Hawwi Jema
From Salaka village, Gatira,
Abdulkarim Abba-Sambi
Abdulkarim Abba-Warri
Taaju Abbabor
Shehi Musa Abba-Saambo
From Jamiya village, Gatira,
Abba Garo Husen
Daga Sudacha



Nasir Abba-Macha

At Denee village, Gatira, the children of Abba Semil Abba-Kesane, whose names are
not known, were taken from their home and shot dead.

Haji Kamal Musa, farmer and businessman of Kamise town, 7km from Mettu town,
was taken from his home on 9.2.95, shot dead and left overnight outside. Local police
were forbidden investigating the murder by EPRDF forces. (11).

From Sigimo district, Haji Abba-Mecha was taken from his home (15.3.95), shot dead
and thrown in nearby Tuji forest. (1,11).

Shimallis Taye,

Tamirat Addunya and

Dr Aiza Angelo (a Walaita man speaking the Oromo language) were taken from the
prison camp at Didessa on 11.3.95, having been told that they were to be released.
They were driven to a spot near Siree (50km past Nekempte) and made to spend the
night in the bush. On 12.3.95 they were driven to a secluded place in the forest
between Siree and Anno, E.-Wollega, ordered out of the car, blindfolded and shot by
TPLF militia men.. Magarsaa Damee, who reported the incident to Urji newspaper,
23.5.95, was an escapee from the execution. He asked at Anno for the bodies of his
prison mates to be collected. The police said the bodies were washed up in a flood and
guarded them for 3 days (1,2,7,11).

27 persons were executed by EPRDF soldiers in Babo Gambe] village, Jarso district,
W.Wollega. The bodies were found at three different sites after villagers heard gunfire
on 28.4.95. Most of the bodies were not known to the villagers. Three were named as
Henok Yonatan Yishak, Mesfin Gedefa and Tsegaye Negerra. The first two at least
are known to have been taken from Nejo military camp on 6.4.95. (see below). The
parents of Henok were refused permission to bury him. Farmers reported the bodies to
the local administrator in Jarso town and were told not to bury them with proper
ceremony. The local administration made no investigation into the killings. (1)

5 unidentified bodies were found on 10.5.95 at Bilo Boshe, Anno district, E. Wollega
(1).

Disappearances

As part of the counterinsurgency measures taken in Sigimo and Gatira districts from
February 1995 (see Killings and Imprisonments, etc) the following, from kebele 1,
Sigimo district, were taken from their home to an unknown place (11) :-

Biche Haji Rashad Yaasin

Tadesse Ashenafi

Gezahegn Gamtessa

Jihad Sumsi

Abba-Zeben Abba-Dida

Hasen Haji Abba Gissa

Haji Dalili Abba-Simbo

Awal Abba-Dura

Haji Resho Abba Zisi

Up to 13.4.95, eight buses, full of detainees (7 from Gatira, 1 from Sigimo) have taken
prisoners to an unknown destination. Officials from Sigimo district council, who



objected to local reprisals, were themselves taken by government forces to unknown
places on 14.4.95, including the following (11) :-

Imam Yasin

Girma Nega

Gida Musa

Getacho Bushen,

Zerihun Ayele and

Mulugeta Ababa were arrested on 30.4.95 at Dorgomme village (near Dembi Dollo)
and their whereabouts are unknown (1).

Lamessa Boru, former OLF public relations officer, has not been seen since being
seized by EPRDF soldiers in Dembi Dollo, 17.9.92 (3).

Imprisonments, Torture etc

Ephrem Kaniso, financial manager of Wugagan hotel, Nekemte, Wollega, was arrested
20.4.95, because he had contacted the chairman of the Ethiopian Labour Union, an
outspoken critic of the government (1). His release on 1000 Birr bail was ordered by
the court but blocked for 11 days by the EPRDF regional administration. He was
dismissed from his job by the local administration and labour cadre after informal
discussion had taken place between local officials and his employer. The majority of
his colleagues, who wanted him to remain in post, were threatened with dismissal. (1)

Seven members of the Western Wollega branch of the Mekane Yesus Church were
detained for four weeks at an army camp near Nejo in April 1995. Two, the Rev.
Bekele Deressa, a man in his sixties and General Secretary of the Western Synod of the
Mekane Yesus Church, and Sheik Qitessa Wagjira, a Bila town businessman, were
transferred to Nejo police station instead of being released. Rev. Deressa was tortured
at the camp such that his “legs looked paralysed”. A Nejo man, detained a few days
later, reported that Rev. Deressa was being beaten with electricity cables. He is also
reported to have been buried up to his neck while bullets were fired over his head (see
2.). Both Rev. Deressa and Sheik Qitessa underwent torture “continuously” at the
police station. Rev. Deressa was released after 8 weeks, only to be re-arrested in Addis
Ababa in the first week of July’95.

The seven were forced to march bare-footed from Bodji to Nejo, a distance of 24km.
They were kept in overcrowded conditions, without medical facilities and with little
food. All were beaten. All the nights were “full of screaming” from torture victims.
Some did not return the following mornings. Nearly all of those held at the army camp
had wounds on “legs, hands or foreheads”.

Four students and an old merchant (named in source 1.) from Bodji were also being
held at the camp. Of the other 25-30 people in the camp, some were brought from as
far afield as Shambu, 200km away in E.-Wollega. Two other named detainees, from
Bila town, were Getahun Wayessa, a businessman, and Ayala Adisu, who has been
held for over one year and recently sent to Gimbi, W. Wollega.

Mesfin Gedefa and Henok Yonatan Yeshak (see Killings, above) together with
Tsegaye Olana Qanno and two un-named persons were taken from the camp on
6.4.95.



Others known to have been tortured at Nejo military camp are Magarsa Gudata, a post
office worker, Garoma Bayissa, a farmer from Jiru village, near Nejo and Daniel Chala,
one of the seven church members.

A 70 yr old man, who gave one of the three independent eye witness accounts of
conditions and persons being held in the Nejo army camp, had been arrested three
times on previous occasions since 1991 and is now in hiding in Addis Ababa. Nine
other people, including four officials of the Western Synod of the Mekane Yesus
Church have fled the Nejo area in fear. The OPDO administrator of Nejo, at a pre-
election meeting, warned the public not to enquire about detainees at the army camp as
they were OLF infiltrators and did not deserve to live in “this society”. (1, 2.).

Mr Fufa Gudata, a farmer from Gute Shambollo village, Horro Guduru, E. Wollega,
was “cooked in boiling water” and was thrown in the forest with his hands tied behind
his back on 9.4.95. He was found the next morning and taken to Nekemte hospital.
(2,11). 40 residents in the same district (Billo Boshe) have been detained for two
months without warrant or trial. These imprisonments and the treatment of Mr Gudata
were in response to OLF activity in the area. (11).

Ms Kadija Hasan was brought from Gasera, Bale, and suffered “great physical injuries”
at Sengelle military camp (Showa), before being transferred to Didessa camp in
Wollega in a poor condition in March 1995 (7).

Hasan Said, a teacher from Bati, Wollo, is also in poor physical condition at Didessa,
March 1995, (7).

Birhanu Daka and
Sheik Birassa were arrested by EPRDF soldiers in the Kake subdistrict of Kelem
district, W.Wollega in March 1995 (1).

Three people arrested for allegedly supplying food to the OLF were transferred from
Tobba, Illubabor, to Baddle when International Red Cross officials visited the town of
Tobba. They are Digashu Mohamed, Sayifu Haji Abba Reebu and Jamal Abba Fita.
Reported April ‘95 (1).

There are now 800 prisoners held in Shambu town, Horro Guduru district, E. Wollega,
of which 23 are named in sourcel. They are illegally detained, denied access to
relatives or any member of the public and they “live with minimum food and water”

(1).

Assafa Ayana, Aliko Shifaw and another 18 unnamed persons were arrested in Dembi
Dollo for “not voting for the EPRDF candidate™ in the May 7th elections. Many
alleged supporters of the OLF have been arrested in the areas around Dembi Dollo,
including one named Hamba Negewo in Garjeda village. He was taken to Mugi town,
south of Dembi Dollo. (1).

Fifteen people are reported held at military camps at Yabalo and Borta, near Dembi
Dollo. They were identified when being escorted between the camps and clinics “for
treatment of torture”, Among those held are :-

Masarat Eliyas, arrested from Ethiopian Red Cross pharmacy, May’95,

Gebeyehu Gabbisaa, local teacher,

Bojaa Raagaa,

Geessisaa Taasisaa and

Meetii Asefa. (1.)
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Following clashes between the OLF and EPRDF forces in the Sigimo and Gatira
districts of Illubabor region the EPRDF army has taken reprisals against local civilians.
Widespread killing of people and animals and burning and looting of property and
crops has been reported to have occurred in February 1995(see Killings, above). In
ten kebeles only women and disabled people remain, the men having been killed,
imprisoned or having fled. Many are detained without adequate food, water or
medical attention. Over 300 detainees have been crowded into Bishari military
camp(near Mettu town). Others are being held at Dembi, Beddele and Tobba
(between the towns of Jimma and Gore). Over 60 are reported to have been tortured
at the military camp and at EPRDF official residences in Tobba. The following have
been named as being severely torfured -

Kadir Baaa Ifa Haji Abdul-Salam Abba-Macha
Mudser Haji Abba-Dibba Yimam Kadir

Jamal Abba-Garo Tesgaye Lamu

Nasir Abdella Jamal Abba-Macha Dagoye
Dilil Kadir Mohamed Abba-Fira

Mecha Abba-Malkaa Hussein Ibrahim

Jebel Abba-Mecha Adem Abdul-Hakim Digashu

Jemal Sheki Mohamed Jemal Abba-Fita

Sultan Abba-Merraba Seyifu Haji Abba-Rube

Hazizo Haji Abba-Rube (1, 11).

The only Oromiffaa music shop in Dembi Dollo, run by Abiy Hailu (an Amhara) for the
last four years, has been closed after Mr Hailu was threatened with death. He has
returned to Addis Ababa. (1).

SOUTHERN OROMIA AND GEDEO
Disappearance

Mohamed Ammayo, of Chookete peasant association, Yirga Chafe district, Gedeo,
was shot by EPRDF troops and left for dead on 22.1.95. He was recovering at home
when taken on 25.1.95 by army personnel to an unknown place. They said they were
taking him to Dilla hospital, but they did not. (11).

Imprisonments eic

210 prisoners, most having undergone torture, have been taken from Borana and Keffa
regions to join the OLF prisoners awaiting trial in Zeway prison, Showa (2).

OTHER OPPOSITION GROUPS AND AREAS
All - Amhara Peoples Organisation

Hundreds of supporters were arrested in 1994 and early 1995, Two senior officials,
including the chairman Prof. Asrat Woldeyes, are still serving sentences for political
offences, after unfair trials. Other AAPO supporters have been detained without
charge or trial and some are currently on trial for political offences (3).

In a recent action, on 20.9.94, 500 peaceful AAPQ demonstrators at Addis Ababa
Central Court, where Prof. Woldeyes was on trial, were arrested without charge.
(According to the Addis Tribune, there were 1,500 - see January Press Release.)
There were beatings, cramped conditions of confinement, denial of access to family,
lawyers and medical facilities as well as the degrading and dangerous practice of dry
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head shaving with blood stained razors. Half of these people were released after 3
weeks, the others were charged and released on bail, if they were able to pay it (3).

Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Party

Four members of the EPRP, an exiled opposition group, were forcibly taken from
Sudan in 1992 and have been detained without charge or trial since then. They are
Said Daoud, Said Hassan, Beyene Gurra and Mesheshe Moges. Twenty others taken
from Sudan were released after 9 months.

Four military and political leaders of the EPRP, Tsegay Gebre-Medhin, Belete Amaha,
Sitotaw Hussein and Yesechak Debre-Tsion, have not been seen since their reported
detention in Gojjam in July 1991, and are believed to be dead (3).

Ogaden National Liberation Front

Hundreds of members and supporters of the ONLF, the majority elected group from
the Somali region, were detained in 1994. Killings, torture, disappearances and ill-
treatment in custody are reported. Those reported killed in custody include Deeg
Urag, a regional commissioner and Mirad Leli Sigale, former mayor of Gode. Mukhtar
Aden Gadan, deputy mayor of Gode, was killed by soldiers at his home.

In the previous two years many ONLF members had been detained without charge or
killed. ONLF central committee member, Kaafi Yusuf Ali, was detained in Kebre
Dahar in January 1992 and died, allegedly as a result of torture, in July 1992. Senior
ONLF officials arrested by soldiers in Babile, near Harar, in June 1993 have
disappeared and are feared dead, including Makaddin Mohamed Ali, Sheikh
Abdirahman and Omar Hassan Ahmed (3).

Independently verified extra-judicial killings include the killing by soldiers of regional
commissioner Mohamed Omer Tuber, and deputy regional commissioners Abdullahi
Ganey and Deeg Mohamud Arab, at the time of mass arrests of ONLF supporters in
January 1994. On 22.2.94 a regional police officer and around 80 people died as a
result of soldiers firing into a crowd of pro-ONLF demonstrators at Wardheer.
Amnesty has the names of 45 of the victims, including Ahmed Ibrahim Nur, ONLF
regional representative for Wardheer, Abshir Ali Dhuh, mayor of Qorilleh, and Hakin
Hersi Abdulleh, mayor of Addo. Other alleged ONLF supporters were killed by
soldiers on 25.8.94 in Degabur - district prosecutor Duh Siad Hassan and agriculural
official Mohamoud Mohamed Hussein. (3).

Southern Political Party Members

Hundreds of officials and members of recognised southern opposition parties,
especially the Sidama Liberation Movement, were arrested in 1994, Some of them,
including SLM vice-chairman Yilma Chamola and executive committee member
Negussie Rodda, remain in prison. Extra-judicial killing of members is claimed by the
SLM. Six SLM members are reported to have been taken from Bilate military camp in
late 1992 and killed. (3).

Others still in detention include Merid Abebe, chairman of the Omo Peoples
Democratic Union, his vice-chairman Girma Bekelle, members Teshome Tilahun,
Tesfaye Getu, Jemal Mussa, Dagne Belachaw and 11 others. Two judges were
imprisoned in Jinka for some months after declaring the police had no evidence to
continue holding these detainees (3).
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Leaders of the Gedeo Peoples Democratic Organisation, Mengesha Dogoma, Haile
Dogoma and Teshome Gebre-Kidan, are still being held afier more than two years.

Members of the Kaffa Peoples Democratic Unity Party, the Kambeta Peoples
Congress, the Walayta Peoples Democratic Front and the Hadiya National Democratic
Organisation have also been detained without charge for weeks and months (3).

Other political and professional prisoners

Members of other non-violent political and professional groups have been illegally
detained, including members of the Ethiopian Democratic Union Party, the Ethiopian
National Democratic Party, the Islamic Front for the Liberation of Oromia, the
Ethiopian Teachers Association and the Citizens Council for Economic Freedom. (3).

Dr Taye Wolesemayat, chairman of the Ethiopian Teachers Association, was arrested
without charge on 28.5.95 and held for 24hrs before his release on bail of 10,000 Birr.
137 out of 140 offices of the association throughout the country have been closed
down by the government, leaders and members have been killed, imprisoned, lost their
jobs and harrassed. He had been subject to continuous telephone harrassment before
his arrest. (8).

A representative of the Gurage Peoples Democratic Front, Adane Argaw, was beaten
and abducted by soldiers in Addis Ababa on 1.6.94 and has since disappeared. There
have also been many other less well-documented large-scale arrests following anti-
government protests and incidents of political violence (3).

Twenty six Eritrean Liberation Front - Revolutionary Council officials and members
were detained on 29.4.94. Twelve, including 6 named, were taken in Addis Ababa and
14 in Mekelle, apparently at the request of the Eritrean government to which the ELF
is opposed (3).

Disappearances in Tigray

General Beretta Germamaw and
Colonel Getahun Wolde-Ghiorgis are reported by Amnesty International to have been
detained secretly in Tigray since mid-1991 (3).

Hagos Atsbeha, detained by the TPLF in 1988 and held secretly in Tigray up to 1992,
committed suicide according to the government. His relatives were not allowed to
receive his body. (3).

Mocha/Kaffa people

Survival International (4) report alleged imprisonment of up to 300 people of the
Mocha (Kaffa) nationality in Southern Ethiopia. The Sidama Liberation Movement
(10) reports over 1500 imprisonments in Masha, Gecha and Yekki districts of Kaffa
region in recent months. Many have been tortured and some have died as a result.
None have been charged or tried. (4).

Twenty people have been extra-judicially executed by government forces, including an
elderly woman who was first raped by her killers. Bodies were lef unburied by the
road. {(4).

Mamite Wolde, an oid lady, Worku Haili Michael (her son) and Endeshaw Dima (her
brother-in-law) were killed and their bodies discovered in Gamadiro forest, half eaten
by scavengers (10).
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Tekalegne Endale, Tamiru Farro and Kebede Nadow were tortured to death and their
bodies thrown to hyenas and vultures (10).

Many local people have reported threats, beating and harrassment by government
forces (4).

DISAPPEARANCES AND SECRET DETENTION CENTRES

According to Amnesty International, “an alarming pattern of disappearances of
suspected governmeni opponents has emerged since 1992 People disappear after
being taken by armed men, apparently security officers; others disappear while in
official places of custody. First hand accounts given by those who “reappear”, claim
that they were taken to secret and unauthorised interrogation or detention centres run
by the security or military authorities.

Although their existence is denied by the government, the location of some of these
centres is known. One secret interrogation centre is in Casa Inchis in central Addis
Ababa. It is in an unmarked compound with a maroon painted fence on a road joining
Jomo Kenyatta Avenue and Tito Street behind the UN Economic Commission for
Africa. There is a reported secret prison in Kuiha in Tigray. Former detainees also
report being held secretly in military or security premises, and in government-owned
houses or offices.

First hand accounts of people held in secret for long periods and then released attest to
commonplace torture, beatings and extra-judicial execution.

None of the “numerous” instances of disappearance have been investigated by the
Ethiopian government. (3).

Survivors have given details of two illegal detention centres in Nekemte, E.Wollega.
The old Daja Fikremariam compound, which used to be the Relief Commission Office,
is described as having a sound-proof, underground room used for torture. Released
detainees tell of one torture victim, Wayessa Negero, who had the “falanga” treatment
(see below) every third night there, before being transferred to Nekemte police
headquarters. The other centre is in the Wollega Farmer’s Association Office in the
eastern part of the town. (1).

TORTURE

Numerous cases of torture have been reported to Amnesty and representatives of the
organisation have interviewed victims and seen physical signs of torture. Unarmed
civilians in areas of conflict have been tortured and women have been raped. The
government denies widespread torture but despite promises to investigate “isolated
cases which may have occurred” it has never done so. Amnesty International
concludes that the government either condones the use of torture or is seriously
negligent.

Torture methods include ;-

- tying the prisoner with plastic ties around the upper arms pinned together
behind the back for hours or days, causing intense pain, swelling and paralysis of the
fore-arms and hands which may be permanent and sometimes leads to amputation;

- tying prisoners in other ways, or suspending them by ropes and beating,
usually on the soles of the feet (known as “falanga”);

- rape of women;
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- beating with sticks and gun butts and whipping with electric cable, while
victims are forced into a kneeling or prostrate position;
- death threats with guns held at the head.

Tying the arms behind the back and “Falanga™ was used by the former government,
victims have alleged that former Dergue security officers have been recruited into the
new security forces.

Torture is generally committed outside legal detention centres such as police stations
and prisons. It has been reported to occur :-

- as beatings at the time of arrest;

- in secret security prisons or safe houses or military camps;

- when prisoners are taken into the bush,

- in public, in areas of conflict, when peasants and nomads are left tied up,

- in rural areas where the OLF is active

Overcrowding and denial of medical facilities in places of custody amount to torture.
().
EXTRA-JUDICTAL KILLINGS

Amnesty International has received numerous reports of the killing of prisoners and
unarmed civilians. Other unlawful killings have occurred when lethal force has been
used against peaceful demonstrators and protestors. Because relatives and friends of
victims fear reprisal and because of lack of information from remote rural areas, few of
the reported incidents are independently verifiable.

Very few of the incidents have been investigated by the government. These include the
Bedeno massacre of April 1992, which was blamed on the OLF, and the killing of at
least one student at the Addis Ababa university demonstration in January 1993, when
the inquiry was followed by the arrest of 95 students -”highly intimidating”, according
to Amnesty International. In all other instances ther has either been no inquiry at all or
the findings have not been made public.

The UN Special Rapporteur on Extra-judicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions
reported in December’94 that he had received no reply from the government to several
communications expressing concern at the occurrence of such executions. He called
on the government to put the same amount of effort into bringing to justice those
responsible for current executions as was being put into prosecution of former
government officials. (3).

See “Killings” above for the names of those extra-judicially executed by the
government and reported by Amnesty International.

CLOSURE OF OROMO RELIEF ASSOCIATION PROJECTS

The regional government of Oromia (the Chaffee Oromiya) has ordered the closure of
Oromo Relief Association (ORA) offices and projects in Wollega, Eastern Hararge and
Borana. ORA worked from outside the country and from liberated areas within
Oromia from 1976 to 1991. Since 1991 it has been a recognised Non-Governmental
Organisation, registered with the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC) of
Ethiopia. For four years ORA staff have suffered frequent imprisonment, intimidation
and harrassment at the hands of the EPRDF government. Despite this, ORA projects
were successful in providing food and medicine and furthering integrated rural
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development in the east, west and south of Oromia. The General Agreement between
ORA and the RRC was renewed in April of this year.

Mr Addisu Beyene, Executive Director of ORA, spoke with Mr Tujar Kassim, recently
appointed Commissioner of the Relief and Rehabilitation Bureau of Oromia, on
27.7.95, and met with him and His Excellency Mr Kuma Dammaksu, the Minister of
Interior and President of Oromia on August 3rd. Despite his protestations, Mr Beyene
was informed that ORA was no longer being allowed to work in “peripheral areas™.

The excuse for this action, in a letter to ORA from Mr Tujar Kassim on 10.8.95, was
that ORA was not big enough to cope with the enormous problems in the areas in
which it operated. The ORA office in Negelle, Borana has already been occupied by
EPRDF soldiers and its vehicles and stores of food and medicines seized. Is this how
the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission of Oromia intend to improve the conditions
in Oromia?

In the middle of June the ORA office in Djibouti, home to tens of thousands of Oromo
refugees, was ordered to be closed by the Djibouti government, apparently at the
request of the EPRDF government of Ethiopia.

On 17.8.95 the Ethiopian government announced it was to close 47 of the 252 Non-
Governmental Organisations operating in Ethiopia. It gave the reason that these
NGO’s were using funds for personal needs. The 47 banned groups will be named a
week later and they would be asked to surrender all equipment they had been allowed
to import duty-free. Reuter, Addis Ababa, 17.8.95.

ENVIRONMENTAL DESTRUCTION

The natural forests of Wollega, Tllubabor and Jimma provinces are being cut down for
reconstruction work in Tigray and Eritrea. Natural forest and artificially planted irees,
such as eucalyptus, are being taken from Siidii and Sanaga, west of Dembi Dollo and
from Gore, Fago, Dabona and Saylam (1).

Forest covered over one third of the Ethiopian empire a century ago. From 1955 the
forested area has been reduced by 13 million hectares. The remaining forest, almost all
in Oromia, consists of just over two and a half million hectares of which half is heavily
disturbed. All of these forests, in a “national policy to use the high forests” are
earmarked for felling. They have been designated as “National Forest Priority Areas”
by the Ethiopian government and are rapidly disappearing. Deforestation and soil
erosion are accelerating in Oromia. (6).

PRESS RESTRICTIONS

The following is taken from the Amnesty International report on Ethiopia, April 1995
().

Since the Press Law of Oct 1992, over 100 journalists and publishers of private
magazines and press in Addis Ababa have been arrested and at least 20 more have been
interrogated. Most have either served their sentences, been released pending appeal or
been given suspended sentences. Over 15 have been fined, of which 4 were
imprisoned for failure to pay. Two have disappeared.

Some were held incommunicado without appearing in court for several days or weeks.
Two were held in a dark underground cell at Maikelawi police prison for two weeks
and beaten.
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The arrests signal restrictions on the non-violent exercise of freedom of expression and
an attempt to silence peaceful dissent. The number of private publications has
drastically declined due to arrests, harrassment and restrictions on distribution.

Of those still in prison, Tefere Asmare, editor of Ethiopis magazine, is serving a two
year sentence from March 1994,

The two disappeared are Nayk Kessaye, editor of Beza magazine, who disappeared on
9.5.94 and Berhanu Tjigu, of Lubar magazine, disappeared 20.6.94.

The Press Law has been used against human rights activists. For example, Prof.
Mesfin Wolde-Mariam, chairman of the Ethiopian Human Rights Council (EHRC) and
two members of its board have been detained for periods of up to 6 months,

More recently, the Ethiopian Free Press Journalists Association has reported to the
Addis Tribune (14.7.95) the detention of twelve journalists in Addis Ababa. The round
up began in the last week of June. The detained include Taye Belachew, editor of
“Tobia”, Bekele Mekonen and Mulugeita Lemmessa of “Urji” newspaper, Dereje Birru
of “Tequam”, Abinet Tamrat of “Dagmawi”, Daniel Dirsha of “Kitab”, Girmayneh
Mamo of “Tomar”, Solomon Gebre-Amlak of “Moged”, Sintayehu Birro of “Tikuret”
and Dawit Taye of “Aemro”.

Source 1. reports that the state owned printing press in Addis Ababa has increased its
prices for privately produced newspapers for the fourth time in two years. A private 8-
page newspaper now costs 1 Birr to buy. Government owned newspapers, four times
the size, are sold for 35 cents.



