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REPORT 52 July 2020

Pogrom against Oromo intensifies

They demand to know where the OLF are. If you say you don’t know, they shoot you. If you
complain, they shoot you. If you move, they shoot you.
Wallega resident reporting to OSG Australia, May 2020.

Hachalu Hundessa is assassinated; large numbers killed in Oromia;
Policitians arrested; Oromo refugees forcibly taken from Djibouti

The most popular Oromo singer Hachalu Hundessa, was shot
dead around 9.30 p.m. on Monday 29 June.
Hachalu’s songs and performances were decisive in the success
- of the Oromo student demonstrations of 2014 to 2016, which

- eventually helped to put Abiy Ahmed in power in 2018.
Although Hachalu distanced himself from the OLF, he
remained a staunch defender of Oromo rights.
He received death threats from Pan-Ethiopian Nationalists after
: e “"' he claimed the victory of the Oromo student movement had
o ﬁ \ been hijacked by the ‘followers of Menelik.’
Thousands of people gathered at Tirunesh Beijing General Hospital, where he was taken, and
police used tear gas to disperse the crowd, who began setting fire to tyres. Gunfire was heard
elsewhere in the capital. Next day, the BBC reported that OMN’s Jawar Mohammed, now a
member of the Oromo Federalist Congress, was arrested when he and his followers were
trying to prevent Hachalu’s coffin being taken to Ambo. Eventually, the coffin was taken by
helicopter to Ambo, where it was said to have arrived in a damaged condition.
Demonstrations in many places were met with live ammunition. Two were killed in Chiro, W
Hararge. Five (nine according to Wikipedia) were shot dead in Adama, E Showa. According
to OSG sources, between 80 and 100 were killed in protests across Oromia Region. Internet
access was closed for most of Ethiopia.
At Hachalu’s funeral on 2 July, soldiers opened fire on the the crowd in Ambo, which
included farmers who arrived on horseback, killing 41.
Internet access was closed in many parts of Ethiopia so information was limited. However,
telephone reports of large numbers of killed and injured were being received as this report is
going to press.
OLF top officials Dr Shigut Geleta, Mikael Boran and Kenasa Ayana (see pp.6-7) were taken
into custody again at 2.00 p.m., 3 July. OMN and ONN are shut down. A huge deployment of
troops across Oromia is beating and arresting thousands of Oromo - 4 July 2020.
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Hachalu Hundessa was imprisoned in Ambo as a 17 yr-old and held for five years until
released in 2008. In prison, he composed lyrics and melodies which led to his later success.
The 34 yr-old father of three was killed by gunmen in the Gelan condominium site in Akaki
Kaliti, Finfinnee/Addis Ababa. According to the BBC, he was shot while driving and two
gunmen have been arrested.

In 2020, atrocities in Wallega and Guji zones have gathered pace, since those in 2019
described by Amnesty International in its 29 May report (see p.29). Arbitrary arrests and
extrajudicial killings of youngsters, farmers and professionals, with complete impunity for
perpetrators have now spread across Oromia Region and increased exponentially in the days
before this report goes to press.

Those killed include innocent relatives of OLF supporters, despite the OLF being invited
back to Ethiopia in 2018 to take part in the, now postponed, elections. The persecution has
spread to politicians and supporters of the Oromo Federalist Congress (OFC), a party which
has never promoted violence and never been associated with the OLF.

The kidnapping and refoulement of 14-15 Oromo refugees from Djibouti (see p.30) on 29
June, indicates that, once again, the Ethiopian security apparatus is actively seeking Oromo
outside Ethiopia - which has not occurred since 2016.

The large scale killing of supporters and families of supporters of the OLF, the detention of
tens of thousands including senior politicians who have no relationship to the OLF and the
abduction and detention of Oromo refugees in Djibouti all demonstrate the worst pogrom on
Oromo since 1992/3.
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Abbreviations

CPJ Committee to Protect Journalists

HRLHA Human Rights League for the Horn of Africa
OLA Oromo Liberation Army, now distanced from OLF
OLF Oromo Liberation Front

0OSG Oromia Support Group

OMN, ONN Oromia Media Network and Oromia News Network



FINFINNEE/ADDIS ABABA AND CENTRAL OROMIA
Killings

Government soldiers opened fire on people attending the opening
of the OLF office in Bofaat/Welenchiti, a town in SE Showa, on
15 February 2020. Gadado reported the following day that this
was an attempt to assassinate OLF officials.

Clothes vendor and OLF supporter, Warqu Foraja (right) was
shot dead in the two hour attack, from 11:00 to 13:00, when live
bullets and tear gas were fired, according to Amnesty
International reporting on 17 February. Two others were
wounded, Gamada Boosee and elder Abba Jundi.

Amnesty International stated that regional police beat OLF
supporters who had gathered for the event and pursued those who
fled, hitting them with sticks. They shot the tyres of an Oromia

News Network (OMN) vehicle and confiscated the vehicle and camera equipment it
contained.

Habtamu Tola (left) was taken by government soldiers from
Dalati town, Yaya Gulale district, N Showa, at 2.00 p.m. on 15
April. He was the only breadwinner for his widowed mother.
Informants told Gadado (reported 26 April) that he was tortured
to tell where OLA soldiers were hiding before being Killed that
night and his body thrown into the bush.

In Boset district, E
Showa, four civilians
were Killed by government soldiers on 16 April
because they were suspected of supporting the OLF
(Gadado 26 April):

Abebe Morki

Melka Bedhaso

Abebe Hirko Geda (right)

Melka Dhugo Geda (right)

Gadisa Nigussie, a teenager from Shararo, near Fiche, N Showa
(mother with photograph shown right) was detained on 11 May,
tortured and beaten so severely that he died from injuries a few
days later (OSG informant, San Diego, USA, 28 June).

Haymanot Bedhadha, a postgraduate researcher working in the
laboratories in Black Lion University Hospital in the capital, was
killed in his workplace on 26 May.

Bekele Bidra, a central committee member and administrator of
the OLF office in Bole, Finfinnee/Addis Ababa, was killed in his home during the night on 3
June (Gadado 8 June).

Mukamil Abdella died from Covid 19 infection in Kilinto prison, Finfinnee/Addis Ababa,
on 18 May (Gadado 26 May).



Arbitrary arrest and detention

At least 75 supporters of the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF) were arrested over the weekend
25-26 January, according to Amnesty International on 27 January (https://www.amnesty.org/
en/latest/news/2020/01/ethiopia-authorities-crack-down-on-opposition-supporters-with-
mass-arrests/). In a ‘worrying’ ‘return of mass arrests of opposition activists and supporters’,
the arrests threatened ‘the rights to freedom of expression and association ahead of the 2020
elections’.

Aurrests took place across the state, including Finchawa town in W Guiji [see Southern
Oromia, below, p.24] and Shambu, E Wallega [see Western Oromia, p.18].

Amnesty International also corroborated on 17 February
the Gadado report of an attack on a party to launch the
opening of a hotel in Burayu, a western suburb of
Finfinnee/Addis Ababa. Oromo singers Mrs Hawi Haile-
Yesus Kenani (left), Dasalenya Bekama and Lij Yared
(below right) were among about 30 who were arrested as
the event was ending on Friday 15 February 2020. A
£ police commander accused them of supporting the OLF
and ordered thelr belng beaten and then taken in a police van to Burayu Stadium. They were
again badly beaten before being taken to Burayu police station. Hawi, a Norwegian citizen,
was later taken to a hospital where she 5 T
required surgery for her injuries. She was in
Burayu to visit her mother. She told Amnesty
International members of the Oromia Liyu
Police in green uniforms had beaten her head,
hands and other parts of her body - photograph
below. Late into the night, detainees were
forced to roll on the ground and to do laps of

the stadium on their knees.

Gadado reported on 22 February that the following were being held in Kilinto Prison,
formerly known as Kaliti, about 11 km SE of Addis Ababa, without charge or court
appearance because of their suspected support for the OLF:

Kayo Fufa, from Gindaberet, W Showa
Nimona Injigu, Guliso, W Wallega
Amanuel Bakata, Nekemte, E Wallega
Bigila Dame, Gidami, W Wallega

Figiru Dase, Yamalogi Walal, W Wallega
Gada Roba, W Guji

Bigila Garba, Nekemte, E Wallega

Dawit Mulu, Gidami, W Wallega

Usman Hasan, Haro Sabu, W Wallega
Ungula Bagala, Hawan Galan, W Wallega
Lalisa Figadu, Gidami, W Wallega
Lamesa Takala, Horo Guduru, E Wallega
Kisi Qituma, Ambo, W Showa

Abdi Dafa, Ayira, W Wallega

Carinat Tafara, Nekemte, E Wallega
Wadajo Malkamu, Babo Gambel, W W’a

Malka Wirtu, Ambo, W Showa
Dorombos Cuko, Sayo, W Wallega
Fayera Mekonnen, Dembi Dollo, W W’a
Tolera Aga, W Wallega

Ashebir Bari, E Wallega

Chala Bayisa, Ambo, W Showa

Ana Bayisa, W Showa

Gadisa Nagasa, E Wallega

Ababa Mamo, Nekemte, E Wallega
Getahun Tamana, Nekemte, E Wallega
Prof Bayana Ruda, Fiche, Salale, N Showa
Moha Abdisa, aged 70, Ambo, W Showa
Dame Baca, W Wallega

Adunya Keso, Wara Jarso, Salale, N Sh’a
Gada Bulti, Lalo Asebi, W Wallega
Bulchinsa Balay, W Wallega



Falmata Girma, Yaya Gulale, N Showa Efraim Galata (aged 75), Burayu, A.Ababa
Faraja Getacho, Ambo W Showa Yaso Kababa Hordofa, Kuyu, N Showa
Abdi Kumsa, Ambo, W Showa Galana Wagqgari, Burayu, Addis Ababa
Abshiru Kadir, W Wallega Fira’ol Indale

Aubakaar Nure, Nekemte, E Wallega Fixa Cala, Burayu, Addis Ababa

Tariku Abdisa, Horo Guduru, E Wallega Tadalu Yonas (Shamara), W Wallega
ljo Fixe, Horo Guduru, E Wallega Caala Usmael, Galamso, W Hararge
Abu Lama, E Showa Abubakar Abdalla, W Wallega
Takelinye Mardasa, Dale Wabara, W W’a Sadiq Kalifa, Nekemte, E Wallega

Also held in Kilinto are the following who were taken from the Burayu area on the NW
outskirts of Finfinnee/Addis Ababa during negotiations on the deployment of OLF soldiers

returning from Eritrea in September 2018:

Hirphasa Galana Mulata
Tasama Galana Mulata
Nasir Kadir

Ezra Efraim Dangisa

Ms Firehiwot Qana’a Legesse
Tesfaye Makuru Saglee
Wagqtola Abara Sambata
Galana Adara

Lata Bagala Deebisa
Kabada Deebisa

Asafa Caala

Kabada Fayisa Deebisa
Mamush Bagala Deebisa
Mulatu Obsa Waya
Diriba Kabada

Bayisa Gudata Fufa
Temesgen Deressa

Asafa Gudata

Ms Tigist Tesfaye Kumala
Ms Toloshi Ayansa Qumbi
Galane Getahun Xaafa
Siyoum Getacho

Ms Almaz Ararso Fayisa
Jifara Beksisa Qabata

Ms Aberu Caalchisa

Ms Alamitu Guta

Gadisa Marara Fufa
Addunya Hambisa Ayana
Bayisa Addunya

Boja Addunya Abdi

Awal Abazinab Abagaro
Badiru Kumsa Mijana
Taressa Marga Gasha
Dhabi Girma Gadafa
Daraje Hirpha Gamachu
Urgessa Gabisa Dabala
Ebisa Caala Hailu

Ms Tigist Taraga Tafara

Ms Geexee Nagasa Caala
Zerihun Gutata Bariso
Takelinye Mulata Wayesa
Degu Belete Hailu

Macca Jirata Bulcha

Ms Meti Fana Bogala
Dalasa Dhuguma Soboqga
Zewditu Desalenye

Ms Gelane Bekele

Tadalu Qanani

Amansisa Boja Idato
Kabada/Abebe Dorsisa Filata
Daraje Tulu

Mamush Qana’a Hailu
Haacaalu Bulcha Qoricho
Girma Bagala Raya
Biranu Lami Jote
Magarsa Kasaye Guta
Rata Ragasa Disassa
Tolasa Begi

Kinfe Tadasa Biru

Tola Gamachu Urga
Gadisa Biranu Chuko

Ms Ababu Gamachu Fayisa
Taganu Gose Hordofa
Bayisa Midhaksa Fayisa
Haftamu Magarsa Qalbeesa
Biranu Warqu

Bagala Warqu Jima
Bagala Zewde Bari
Amante Lama Nagawo
Dabale Lama Nagawo
Lama Nagawo Intale
Dabalu Badhadha Qumbi
Birgee Ragasa Badhadha
Diriba Demise

Nano Dasu Benya
Abdata Balacho Biru



Taresa Dirirsa Hordofa Girma Tashoma Bayisa

Biranu Iticha Dabala Mekbib Shifara Getachu
Daraje Diriba Dabalu Ms Urgo Lama Warqu
Commander Seifu Damise Fayisa Ms Mitike Tufa Sanyi
Inspector Tashoma Dadhi Waage Haile-Mikael Tafasa Tasama
Ararso Koorsa Cunqursee Alam Tafasa Tasama

Mebratu Dajane Mamo Asmara Ababa Tasama
Inspector Bahiru Oncho Biru Figadu Hailu Badhasa/Bedane
Teshale Fayera Daraje Nano Adara

Gadado also listed on 22 February the following who are detained in the grounds of the
Third Police Station at Maikelawi, which was the site of much torture of political detainees in
the past:

Abdi Dirriba, Gidami, W Wallega Guta Biranu

Dandi Garboshe, Ebantu, E Wallega Sanyi Baca

Beekam Lulesa, Ambo, W Showa Dagim Wubishet

Lalisa Alemu Lalisa Gudata, W Wallega
Alamayo Gadisa Efraim lyasu, Anfilo, W Wallega
Bonsa Hailu, Ambo, W Showa Darara Guyo, Hidi Lola, Borana
Shimalis Getacho, Kuyu, N Showa Marga Guta, Tulu Bolo, SW Showa
Burga Kumara, W Wallega Wagqgari Badhasa, W Wallega
Yaadasa Yosef, W Wallega Jagama Marga

Getusha Oli Mohammed lisa, Nunu Qumba, E Wallega
Kasaye Qananisa Mohammed Hussen

OLF officials were arrested on 24 February as they travelled from Arsi to Addis Ababa. They
were arrested in Batu, E Showa, and held in the police station there:

Hunde Darara
Injifano Muhammed
Gemedo Lecho
Abdi Sabako T

Gadado reported on 29 February that, earlier
that day, top OLF officials including

Foreign Department Head Dr Shigut Galata 4
(near right), Abdi Regasa (far right), l &

Gamtesa Boru (Yedi-below left), Mikael ' )

Boran, Kenasa Ayana (both on facing page),

and supporters Tesfaye Mako, Abdulkarim Abdurahman, Muhee Raya, Solomon Teshoma,
were taken from a guest house in southern Finfinnee to Maikelawi special investigation
centre in the grounds of the Third Police Station in Finfinnee/Addis
Ababa. Their homes were searched without any court order.
Although the others were released after less than 24 hrs in custody,
Abdi Regasa remains in detention at the time of writing. According
to Amnesty International (Ethiopia: Police must account for
missing Oromo opposition leader, 3 March 2020) the police denied
that he was in custody and there were fears that he was being
tortured. He was transferred from Burayu police station to an
unknown place on 21 March (see below).
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OLF officials Mikael Boran (near
right) and Kenasa Ayana (far right).
See facing page for account.

On 2 March, Yusuf Ali was abducted
by security forces when on his way
from Hararge to Finfinnee/Addis
Ababa. He was reported by Gadado on
7 March to be held in Maikelawi.

-

Farmers from near Katkato town, Meta Robi district, W Showa, disappeared in custody, at
least for two days after being abducted by security forces on 5 March:

Hirpha Kanani Mengistu Debela
Girma Banu Taressa Jira
Daniel Abera Dhaba Bekele

Property of some of these farmers and the house of Taressa Adugna were burnt down
(Gadado,7 March).

2| On 7 March, OLF Central Committee member
& Aman File (far left), OLF official Gada
. Gabisa (near left), Oromia News Network
, ¢ (ONN) Deputy Director Dessu Dula (below
e left), Sagalee Bilisummaa Oromoo (Voice of
~ Oromo Freedom) senior journalist Wako Nole
(below centre) and driver Ismael Abdulrazak
= (below right) were arrested by security forces
at Burayu police station in NW Finfinnee/
Addis Ababa (Gadado 7 March, Committee to
Protect Journalists
CPJ 18 March).
They were arrested
while visiting
detained OLF
: Central Committee
: " member Abdi
, , [ D . Regassa (see above)
l = who was being held
‘ ) there, before being
taken from Burayu police station to an undisclosed location on Saturday 21 March (Gadado
23 March) amid serious concerns for his safety.

Dessu Dula and Wako Nole are among four journalists detained in Ethiopia according to
CPJ, when calling, together with 80 other press freedom and human rights organisations, on
African leaders to release from detention at least 73 journalists in Africa because of their risk
of exposure in detention to Covid 19, on 6 April (https://cpj.org/2020/04/cpj-urges-african-
heads-of-state-to-release-jailed/).

On 7 April, Amnesty International reported that one week after their court appearance and the
dropping of all charges against them, three of those named above and two other OLF officials
remained in detention. As well as OLF official Gada Gabisa and journalists Dessu Dula and



Wako Nole, OLF Central Committee member Batir Filae and OLF member Bilisumma
Ararsa were reportedly still detained.

On 14 April, Gadado reported that despite the court dropping the case against them all, Aman
File was taken from Burayu to an unknown place in Borana, S Oromia, the previous day.
Gada Gabisa also disappeared from Burayu police station on 13 April.

Ingida Kusi, a car mechanic living in Burayu, W Finfinnee/Addis Ababa, was detained on 30
March when he went to Burayu police station to sign surety for the release of Addisu
Mengistu. This was his second arrest under the Abiy regime since his release from detention
in 2018.

Addisu, a former OLA member, had severe and untreated gunshot wounds to his right leg
when he was captured in 2009, had been tortured at Maikelawi and detained at Kilinto, Kaliti
and Zeway federal prisons until released under amnesty in 2018. He was detained again on 26
February. Although released on 30 March, when Ingida Kusi was arrested, Addisu was again
arrested from his home in Burayu on 28 April and has disappeared in detention (HRLHA 25
May).

Gadado wrote on 26 April that dunng
March, Dawit Dhuguma (left), a 5™ yr
student at Wallega University, was abducted
and disappeared when travelling to his
parental home in Ambo, W Showa,
foIIowmg the closure of universities due to

Abdi Girma (above right) was abducted from his home in Jeldu, W Showa, on 5 April and
Olgaba Caali (below left), an OLF representative working at the Burayu office, was taken by
soldiers from near the main road in Burayu on 13 April. He was reported on 2 June to be held
in W Wallega (see p.23). Abdi was shot in his legs by government forces in 2016, when a
young teenager. (Gadado 14
April).

Hirkisa Dhinsa and Efrem
Tefera (right) were abducted
from Burayu, NW
Finfinnee/Addis Ababa, and
Abebe Chemeda (below left), i
Ambo, W Showa, were taken by government security forces to
unknown places on 15 April (Gadado 26 April). Hirkisa appeared
finally at Burayu police station but had not been taken to court when
Gadado reported his location on 8 June.

Siblings Lidiya (near right)

| ~ ¥ and Henok Abara (far right)
> | ; were abducted from their
. J home in Burayu, NW
\ Finfinnee/Addis Ababa, by

security forces and taken to unknown place(s) on 17
April. . Lidiya had been dismissed from Ambo
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university without reason. Henok had been detained twice previously by
the current regime. Their father, Abara Tolesa (right) died at the end of
2019 from torture injuries sustained during an episode of detention
(Gadado 26 April).

Shambal Masqgala was arrested while travelling from Finfinnee/Addis
Ababa to visit his parents in Kuyu, N Showa, on 20 April, for ‘being
suspected OLF supporter’ (Gadado 26 April).

On 26 April, Gadado reported that those listed on 22 February as held at Kilinto prison since
September 2018 (see pp.4-6) were still being held. In addition to those named above were:

Bekele Raya Tadesse Chemeda Negassa
Zemenu Guta Diho Bezu Dugassa

Chalchisa Abera Bekana Addisu Dechassa Ebissa
Mesfin Mulugeta Taye Berecha Kebede Guta
Sergeant Disassa Guta Cherinet Tafasa Tasama
Bayisa Demise Ms Gelane Gutema

Wami Gamada Galata Legesse Jima Tesema

Hailu Gelana Gedefa

The following from N Showa were detained by soldiers on 26 April for suspected support of
the OLF (Gadado 29 April). From Fiche, Selale:
Brothers Derara and Nafyad Getachew
Sagni Anchu
Getachew Dhufera
from Wara Jarso district:
Brothers Tolera, Debissa and Dheresa Gemechu
Brothers Dadhi and Shiferaw Sambata
Siblings Lemi Niguse and Ms Mitike Niguse
Zemach Lata
Germen Ibsa
The following were detained from Abuna in Gindabaret district, W Showa:
Brothers Lelisa. Abebe and Adugna Atomsa
Brothers Mash and Zewdu Abera
Tajaba Gondi
Zewdu Abebe
Tafe Garedew
Chala Gonfa
In the same report was the arrest of two civilians in Laga Tafo, Finfinnee/Addis
Ababa:
Ms Bontu
Tesfaye Tolera

Human Rights League for the Horn of Africa (HRLHA) reported on
25 May that Ms Bontu Megersa (also named Bontu Dabala - left), a
16 yr-old cleaner in Burayu, W Finfinnee/Addis Ababa, was arrested
and taken to an unknown place on 27 April.

HRLHA also reported that senior OLF members, not named above,
had been detained without charge for several months:

Kayyo Fufa Yaasoo Kabada




Dandi Gabroshe Tariku Abdisa

Efrem Geleta Prof. Bayana Ruda

Mo’a Abdissa

In addition, HRLHA reported the abduction and disappearance of Addisu Getachew from
Dukem and Elias Legese from Burayu, Finfinnee/Addis Ababa in late April, the detention on
29 April in Sululta, N Finfinnee/Addis Ababa, of self-employed Abera Bekele and of Sayid
Shitta from Burayu around midnight 1 May (an OLF member taken to an unknown place).

Ahmed Mohammed (right), a senior official working at the OLF
branch office in Shashemane, Arsi zone, was arrested on his way
home from the office on 10 May and held at a police station in
Kuyera, a small town out on the road to Hawasa (HRLHA 25 May).

Adola Chuluke (left), a judge known to
be critical of the current government, was
arrested in Finfinnee/Addis Ababa and
taken to an unknown place on 14 May
(HRLHA 25 May).

Ayantu Melaku (right), OMN journalist,
and a prominent Oromo youth activist who
had recently established Addoyyee, a civil society organisation, was
taken without warrant from her home near the Asko Cross Country Bus
Station in the capital at 17.30 on 16 May (HRLHA 25 May, Gadado 26
May). Her place of detention was still unknown on 26 May.

"“ HRLHA also reported that Madeksa Fixe (left), a bodyguard, was
“f'_ arrested around Jamo, in Finfinnee/Addis Ababa, on 17 May. He was
detained for over three months in Tolay military camp in 2019. His
brother Yohannes Fixe was killed at their home in Qellem, SW
Wallega in September 2019 (see below).

- Eliyas Tesfaye (right) was abducted from the
| capital on 19 May, ‘being suspected OLF
supporter’ He is being held incommunicado.
(Gadado 26 May).

Ashenafi Adugna fled from his home in Kuyu district, N Showa,
after being detained several months previously, mistreated and sought again by security
forces. He was arrested when travelling to see his parents in Kuyu district on 20 May
(Gadado 2 June).

Elias Tesfaye, self-employed, was taken in the capital on 20 May and
Marsi Aboma, a poet and singer in Burayu, W Finfinnee/Addis Ababa was taken on 23 May
(HRLHA 25 May)

Three Oromo Federalist Congress officials were taken by government soldiers from Hidhabu
Abote district, N Showa, on 22 May (Gadado 26 May):

Mezgebu Ayalew

Habtamu Mengistu

10



Shiferaw Ashete
Mezgebu Ayalew was reported on 2 June to have been arrested again, on 31 May.

Arrests in Burayu, W Finfinnee/Addis Ababa, which occurred on or before 23 May were
reported by Gadado on 26 May:

Amanti Hailu

Gamachis Bakare, OLF member

Eliyas Legesse, university student

Daniel Etana, teacher

Dawit, teacher

Hirkisa Dhinsa detained about 2 months without court appearance

Ms Nardos Emeru, a civil servant, detained 1 month without trial

Yaikob Michael, detained 1 month without trial

On 23 May, Marsi Aboma (left), an emerging poet and singer, was
arrested and beaten at his home in Burayu before being taken to
Burayu police station (HRLHA 25 May).

Felmeta Fedhasa was abducted by soldiers in Ambo town, W Showa,
on 2 June ‘being suspected OLF supporter’ (Gadado 8 June).

In Shano,
Dagam, Selale,
N Showa, the home of Zerihun
Ambarbir Birhanu was burnt down by
security forces on 16 June (see right)

AMHARA REGION - Killings, displacement and detention

Amnesty International wrote on 29 May ‘Tensions have been high in Amhara after the
minority Qimant group voted for their own autonomous administrative unit in September
2017, resulting in clashes between the Amhara and Qimant communities. Amnesty’s report
reveals that the Liyu police, local administration militia and two Ambhara youth vigilante
groups joined forces to attack members of the Qimant community in January last year, and
again in September and October, leaving at least 100 dead and hundreds displaced.
Qimant homes and property were also destroyed.’

Oromo living in the Dawe district of Wollo were detained by Amhara Region security forces
on 24 April ‘being suspected OLF supporters’ (Gadado 29 April):
Brothers Hussein, Adame and Ahmed Mohammed Hussein
Adam Ali Mersha

Hussein Mohammed Ahmed, teacher

Dayid Yusuf

Diriba Bultume

Megersa Fayisa

Hasano Mohammed

Tuta Abrahim Hussein

Ahmed Tayib

Abdu Shaga
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Mike Sultan was arrested by Amhara Region forces on 28 May in Bate (Bati) town, in the
Oromo area of Wollo, Amhara Region, because of suspected support for the OLF (Gadado 2
June).

Mohammed Adem, Administrator of the OLF office in Bate, was taken by security forces on
1 June (Gadado 8 June).

EASTERN OROMIA REGION
Killings

Nasiru Mohammed was ‘brutally killed” by government security forces in Water town,
Qarsa district, Hararge on 3 March ‘being a suspected OLF supporter’ (Gadado,7 March).

Taha Ahmed, Asebot town, Mi’eso district, W Hararge, was killed by government Somali
Special Forces on 27 April (Gadado, 29 April). e —

Mohammed Amin (right), a well respected member of the
community working in E Hararge Agriculture Office and an OLF
member, was abducted by soldiers when going to his office in
Babile town, E Hararge, on 14 May. The soldiers drove him out of
town. Next day, his dead body, partially eaten by hyenas, was
found outside the town at a place called ‘Dakatah’ on the Harar
Jigjiga road (HRLHA 25 May, Gadado 26 May).

Ms Rugiya Ahmed and Arif Alisho, Mabara Nagaa, Midhaga district, Hararge, were killed
by government soldiers on 23 May ‘being suspected OLF supporters’ (Gadado 26 May).

Mohammed Abrahim Umar, Goro Muxi district, Hararge, was
W killed by soldiers ‘being suspected OLF supporter’ on 25 May
" (Gadado 2 June). His body is shown left.

Jobir Umar, a businessman, was shot dead in daylight in Haromaya,
E Hararge, on 5 June (Gadado 8 June).

Demonstrators shot and wounded

When called upon to support a government rally, demonstrators in Awaday, E Hararge,
showed their anger with the government. Soldiers fired upon the crowd and injured the
following, who were admitted to Hiwot hospital in Awaday for treatment on 20 February:

Alamudin Abdule Abdi Mohammed
Firomsa Aydarus Ziyad Badri

Fate Abdi Fati Badri

Faisel Ali
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Arbitrary arrest and detention

On 21 April, lecturer at Mada Walabu University, in Robe, Bale,
Abdi Bale (right) was taken from his office by security forces
because he was suspected of being a supporter of the OLF
(Gadado 26 April).

OLF Central Committee member Dachasa Roba was again
arrested from the OLF office in Robe, Bale on 21 April (Gadado
26 April). ‘

Fuad Hasan was detained on 10 May and disappeared in custody until reported by a fellow
detainee to be being held in Bedeno prison, E Hararge (Gadado 26 May).

Sufa Musa was taken by security forces from Dire Dawa town, E Hararge, on 26 May, and
disappeared in custody (Gadado 2 June).

OLF offices looted

Gadado reported on 29 April that OLF offices in at least seven districts of Hararge zone were
broken into by military forces on 26 April. All equipment and materials were taken from
offices in the districts of Bedeno, Meta, Deder, Gola Oda, Gurawa, Melka Rafu and Qumbi.

WESTERN OROMIA
Killings

The killing of student Efrem Oliga of Batiro Coqorsa kebele, Lalo Asebi district, W
Wallega, occurred on 21 June 2019, but was reported for the first time by Gadado on 19 June
2020.

In the same bulletin was the killing of Idilu Misiyon Tasisa, in the same kebele on 11 July
2019, also hitherto unreported.

Human Rights League for the Horn of Africa reported on 25 May that Yohannes Fixe , a
young man, was killed in Qellem, SW Wallega in September 2019. Other killings in Wallega
at the time were reported in OSG Report 51.

Again from Batiro Coqorsa kebele, Lalo Asebi, Gadisa Nagari, a 14 year-old school student,
was killed by government forces on 11 November 2019, and Gurmu Tuli Dhire, local Abaa
Gadaa (religious and community leader and elder) was killed on 2 May 2020.

In Horda/Dalatti, another kebele in Lalo Asebi district, 18 year-old merchant, Abdi Moti
Dheressa, was killed by security forces on 15 January and 15 year-old schoolgirl, Dame
Hordofa Ittana, was killed on 2 May.

On 20 February Birihane Bulcha went into labour in Inango town, in Ghimbi district, W
Wallega, but was denied access to an ambulance by government soldiers and died in
childbirth (Gadado, 19 June 2020).

Ebbisa Abshale, a 22 yr-old farmer of Guliso, Maru kebele, Ghimbi district, W Wallega,
was shot dead by government soldiers on 15 December 2019 (Gadado 24 June).
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Gadado reported on 25 February that Tariku Kenesa, from Gudina kebele, Sayo district, W
Wallega, was killed by government soldiers on 19 February 2020.

In the district of Sigimo in Jima zone, Ahmedin Tayibu was Killed by government forces on
1 March ‘for being suspected OLF supporter’ (Gadado, 7 March).

On around 1 April, Buli Caffo Adamo and his daughter Dammitu Buli Caffo, a teacher,
were shot in Dembi Dollo, W Wallega, by the Ethiopian army while sleeping at home. They
were denied medical help, under the curfew imposed by soldiers of the military command
that shot them. Both died in pain, while crying for help, according to a reporter in touch with
the family (USA, 8 April).

Lelisa Uluma, an OLF member who was repatriated from Eritrea in 2018, was held in
Ardaita Aesa military camp with 1300 others until he was trained as a police officer. He was
denied work because he was suspected of working with the OLF, so he travelled home to see
his parents in Yubdo district, W Wallega, where he was killed by government soldiers on 2
April according to Gadado on 7 April.

Also on 7 April Gadado reported the Killing of 15 young men and women and decapitation
of four in the district of Dembi Dollo, Qellem, SW Wallega on 4 April. Eleven were
identified.

from Qayisa kebele:

Sharifu Teka Korsa Wergine
Ms Keru Teka Ms Meseret Wergine
Werqine Geleta Mohammedamin Abdisa

from Miniko kebele:
Akebaru Nuru
Abdo Debela
and:
Ifa Zerhun, Alaku Abo kebele
Abdo Ramata, Amballa kebele
Tesfaye Bekele, Menke kebele
Heads had been removed from four of the corpses, who were not identified.

Game Misganu, Homa Gorgis kebele, Homa district, W Wallega, was killed by military
forces on 5 April, for being a suspected OLF supporter (Gadado 7 April).

The same report named Habtamu Regassa, a farmer in Tokuma kebele, nr Ghimbi, W
Wallega, who was also killed by government forces in March (probably 25 March).

Gadado reported on 14 April the
killing of four young men by
government soldiers in West

. Wallega because of their
suspected support for the OLF:
Ambaye Sachi (left) in Jeno
kebele, Lalo Qile district on 6 :
April, ; .
Fedhasa Awate (near right), Dembi Dollo town, on 7 April
Mekonnen Gamtessa (far right) on 9 April in Boji Chokorsa district,

Shuma Tufa in Gawo Qebbe district, on 10 April.

n
.
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Four Oromo civilians in W Wallega were murdered on 15 April by government soldiers
because they were suspected OLF supporters:

Debela Geneti, Yubdo district

Kenasa Chala, Anfilo district

Lelisa Ifa, Gawo Qebe district

Jemal Shifa, Gidami district

Benyam Wagqjira, Anfilo district, was killed on 16 April

Bereket Temesgen, Nekemte, E Wallega, was also killed on 16 April (Gadado 26 April).

Farmers were forcibly moved from Hararge (E Oromia) to Illubabor, in a hostile resettlement
campaign in 2004, to drain support for the OLF in Hararge. One resettlement site was
attacked by government soldiers on 15 April.

Six were shot dead when residents of Gero Dingaja kebele, Dapho district, Buno Bedele,
Illubabor, fled after being rounded up and their homes and crops burnt. 380 homes were
destroyed. The casualties may have been much higher, reported Gadado on 26 April

Mekonnen Tariku, a university student who had returned home when universities were
closed due to Covid 19, was shot dead in daylight on 21 April outside his home in Sudi
kebele, Anfilo district, SW Wallega, because he was a suspected OLF supporter (Gadado 26
April).

Brothers Lijalem Balina (aged 13) and Saida Balina (aged 16) were killed by soldiers in
their home in Chogorsa district, Boji, W Wallega, in daylight on 22 April ‘being suspected
OLF supporters’ (Gadado 26 and 29 April). Their brother told Kush Media Network one
month later that soldiers came to their parents’ home at 10.00 a.m. while they were drinking
coffee and asked their father if he had any children. When he answered ‘three’, the soldiers
entered the house and began beating them and destroying their ID cards. The older sibling, a
college student who had returned home because of the virus pandemic, was spared but the
two younger brothers were summarily shot and their bodies thrown into the bush (Gadado 2
June).

Muleta Bulu and Bigila Figiru, also from Choqorsa, were Killed next day, 23 April
(Gadado 29 April).

Yohanis Tiruneh, Ganji district, W Wallega, was killed on 24 April (Gadado 29 April).
Fayisa Berhanu was beaten and Killed in daylight at 6.00 pm on 24 April in Chora Kanabo
kebele, Dapho Hana district, lllubabor. His relatives and neighbours were terrorised and
prevented from recovering his body overnight. His mobile phone was taken, preventing his
contacts learning of the incident and putting them at risk of persecution (Gadado 26 April).

Negasa Hailu, father of one, aged 27, was bathing in the river with three friends when shot
dead by government soldiers on 24 April. His three friends were badly beaten, ‘being
suspected OLF supporters’ (Gadado 8 June).

On 29 April, Gadado reported the killing of the following in W Wallega. All were killed by
government soldiers because they were suspected of supporting the OLF:

Eyuel Admasu, aged 13 yrs, Anfilo district, 24 April

Yakob Musa, Begi, 24 April

Dula Samuel, Gidami, 25 April

Fekede Bonja, Sayo district, 26 April
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Tilahun Hika, Sayo district, 26 April

Dame Hordofa, Lalo Asebi, 26 April
Abebe Hiksa, Ghimbi, 27 April

Daniel Addisu, Ghimbi, 27 April

Gurmu Tufa, aged 60, Lalo Asebi, 27 April
Abraham, Ghimbi, 27 April

A young man named Ararsa (right) from Nejo town in Jarso
district, W Wallega, was Killed by government soldiers on 28
April for being a suspected supporter of the OLF (Gadado 29
April). £

The following were taken from their homes in Ega village, Anfilo district, SW Wallega, and
killed by government soldiers, on 3 May as ‘suspected OLF supporters’ (Gadado 26 May):
Robel lyasu

Ashenafi Chala

Garomsa Bayisa

Seven unarmed civilians in Efa Galano Metti kebele, Sayo district, SW Wallega, were shot
dead in a coffee house by soldiers on 3 May (HRLHA 25 May):

Siblings Ms Dinke Tefera (owner of the coffee house) and Efa Tefera

Brothers Chali Yohannes and Gemechu Yohannes

Debela Kebede

Dula Kase

Ahmedin Bayisa

Another brother of Chali and Gemechu Yohannes, Achamale Yohannes, was killed several
months previously

Shufara Mengesha was taken from his work place in Limiti kebele, Gawo Qebe district, SW
Wallega, by soldiers on 6 May and Killed (Gadado 26 May).

Lata Wase and Giddi Nebo were shot dead by soldiers in Abay Choman kebele, Horo
Guduru, E Wallega, on 12 May (HRLHA 25 May).

Tolosa Fida was killed by soldiers on his coffee farm in Maru kebele, Guliso district, W
Wallega, on 14 May ‘being suspected OLF supporter’ (HRLHA 25 May, Gadado 26 May).

Kabana Ebisa, Wanjo, W Wallega, had been detained without charge for several months at
Wanjo prison when federal soldiers took him from prison and out of town. He was shot in
the head on 14 May and his body left on the road (HRLHA 25 May).

Eliyas Haile, #1 kebele, Bube town, Nole district, W Wallega, was shot dead at his front
gate in daylight on 16 May ‘being suspected OLF member’ (Gadado 26 May).

Lelisa Teferi was taken from Ganji market, W Wallega, where he was walking with his
fiancée, to the local military camp on 17 May. His mother took food and clothing for him to
the camp on 19 May, when she was met with abuse and told he was no longer there. Lelisa’s
dead body was found in the bush, wrapped in plastic later (Gadado 26 May).
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Gemechis Chala, Wanjo, W Wallega, was taken out of Wanjo prison by soldiers on 19 May
and shot dead. His body was found in nearby forest next day (HRLHA 25 May).

Amsalu Gudeta (near right), a
mother of four (far right) in Kelay
Birbir village, Lalo Asebi district,
W Wallega, was shot in the neck
and killed while working on her
farm on 20 May. Her husband was
severely beaten and his hand
injured (Gadado 26 May).

Merga Negasa and Abay Qalbessa, were taken
i from their homes in Wanjo town, Lalo Asebi
district, W Wallega, to Wanjo military camp on
20 May. Their bodies (left) were found next day
(Gadado 26 May).

, o Bona Habtamu (right),
aged 15, Barko kebele, Lalo Asebl dlstrlct was among many taken to
Wanjo military camp on 22 or 23 May. He remained at the camp when
the others were transferred to Wanjo police station. He was reported to
have had his right eye removed before being taken to the Birbir river
next day where he was killed and his body thrown in the river. Relatives
were unable to find his body for burial (HRLHA 25 May, Gadado 26
May).

Kayo Abose (left) was taken from Dembi Dollo, SW Wallega, to the
local military camp in mid-May. He was beaten and tortured until
‘finally, on 26 May they shot him dead at 10.00 a.m.” Gadado 2 June
wrote ‘Kayo has done nothing wrong except being born Oromo and
supporting the OLF.’

Mitiku Yadeta, Qondala district, W Wallega, was killed on 26 May;
Ahmed Dagafu, Desalegn Jabessa and Harun Aman, Sayo district,
SW Wallega, were shot dead together on 27 May;

Bacha Demise, ‘ a very young boy’, Homa district, W Wallega, was killed on 28 May, and,;
Sambata Bekele, Lalo Asebi district, W Wollega, was killed on 29 May. All were killed by
soldiers because they were suspected of supporting the OLF (Gadado 2 June).

Gadado reported on 24 June the six Killings in Begi and Ghimbi districts of W Wallega:
Karasa Fixuma Ayano, a 22 yr-old farmer in Boke Kada kebele, Guliso, Ghimbi district,
was shot dead by government soldiers on 26 May. The date of the other reported killings was
not stated, except that they had been shot dead by government soldiers in 2020.

Three were killed in Kibi kebele, Begi district:

Siraj Musa, 32, father of four

Ramata Abdurahman, 20, school student

Musa Talila, 45, farmer

The other two were:

Dingata Dheresa Kajela, 20, school student, Gaba Kamisa kebele, Begi district

Hussein Galalcha Gosa, 25, farmer with family of six, Tobi Dale Maco kebele, Begi district.
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On 27 May, in Sayo district in Qellem (SW Wallega),
government soldiers surrounded the home of Abdulaziz
Mohammed Amin allowing an officer to enter the home in an
attempt to rape the wife of Abdulaziz, Obse Debela. Her
screams were heard by the brother of Abdulaziz, Zakir
Mohammed Amin. He came running to the house and soldiers
began shooting. Obse Debela was shot dead and Zakir was
seriously wounded (both shown left). Gadado reported that
Zakir was ‘between life and death’ in Dembi Dollo hospital on 2 June.

In Ghimbi town, W Wallega, Addisu Asfaw was shot dead by government soldiers on 29
May. His brother Yohannis Asfaw was critically injured and is seriously ill in Ghimbi
Adventist Hospital (Gadado 2 June).

Temesgen Olana, was Killed by soldiers on 30 May for being a suspected OLF supporter,
while travelling from Bila town to his home in Mega Borana Didibe, Boji Birmaji district, W
Wallega.

Teklu Leta, Innango Bonaya Asabi kebele, Lalo
Asebi district, W Wallega, was killed on 1 June by
soldiers for ‘being suspected OLF supporter’.
Darge Damuse Berhanu, Dhicho school, Giorgis
kebele, Homa district, W Wallega, was Killed by
soldiers for the same reason on 2 June (Gadado 8
June).

Ashagire Gebeyo , aged 80, and his wife Aade
Fantanesh (above right), in Mugi, W Wallega were shot
dead on 5 June, ‘because their son joined the OLF’ (OSG
informant, based in San Diego, USA, 28 June).

Samuel Imiru and Isayas Caala, a sixth grade student,
from Ganji, W Wallega, both shown left, were tortured
and then killed on 22 June. Samuel was blinded by torture
before being killed (OSG informant in San Diego, as
above).

Arbitrary arrest and detention

HRLHA published a list of people in the district of Mandi, W Wallega, who were arrested in
2019 and early 2020 because of suspected association with the Oromo Liberation Army,
OLA. They remain in Mandi military camp, without trial, lawyer or family contact:
Tesgera Tesema and Abalo Kaba have been held since 24 August 2019

Eba Galana and Sheik Abdulfatah Guracho since 14 October 2019

Getahun Risti*, Naguma Dugasa, Abdu Abdullah and Yonas Getachew, since Nov. 2019
Lalisa Gammachu, Bekama Tariku, Samuel Kebede, Tariku Gudeta, and Bula Gudina since
2-3 December 2019

Chali and Mitiku Ejeta, Fayisa Bekama, Elias Desa’a and Hassan Shone since 21 January
2020

* Getahun Risti is reported to be denied medical treatment for extensive torture injuries
(HRLHA 25 May)
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Mother of three Keriya Biratu (right), a resident of Ghimbi, W
Wallega, was reported in April to be seriously ill in detention and
to have been denied medical attention. She has been held without
trial in Ghimbi prison since 4 October 2019 . (Gadado 14 April,
HRLHA 25 May).

Amnesty International reported a wave of arrests across Oromia
during the weekend of 25-26 January (https://www.amnesty.org/
en/latest/news/2020/01/ethiopia-authorities-crack-down-on-
opposition-supporters-with-mass-arrests/). Illustrating arrests in
Shambu Horo Guduru, E Wallega, the organisation reported the abduction of Chaltu Tekele
= FoAen | from her parents’ home in Shambu at 5.00 am on 26 January and her
il detention at Shambu police station.

Chaltu spent over 8 years in prison from 2008 and was detained
twice more, briefly in 2017 and, when pregnant, in 2019.

Local Abbaa Seeraa, the Gadaa legal expert, lawyer Wabi Tesfaye
(left), from Gudina kebele, Sayo district, W Wallega, was reported
by Gadado to have been arrested by special forces while working at
Sayo district court on 20 February (Gadado 21 February).

Teacher and OLF member, Abera Asefa (right), was detained on 23
Feb. in Cora district, Buno Bedele, Illubabor (Gadado 21 February).

Sheik Harun Dabala was taken from Mendi district on 29 Feb. and held
without trial, lawyer or family visits in Mandi military camp since then.
The same conditions apply to others detained from Mandi district:
Temesgen Dereje, taken on 2 March

Sheik Umar Ayana, Abdulkadir Hassan and Shuramu Ayana, taken 6
March (HRLHA 25 May).

Abas Hussein was arrested in Metu town, Illubabor on 4 March and held at the police station
because he was suspected of supporting the OLF.

Brothers Tariku and Yirgalem Petros, of Innango kebele, Halu district, Illubabor, were
detained on 5 March because they are OLF members (Gadado,7 March).

Towards the end of March, Banti Wakene, a health worker in Tole kebele, Ghimbi town, W
Wallega was taken to Ghimbi police station, where he was still being held two months later
(HRLHA 25 May). 3

On 14 April, Gadado reported the arrests of Gemechis Asefa
Gutema from his office in Ghimbi town, W Wallega, on 26 March,
and of Rhamatala Kebede, from Sigimo police station, Jimma, on 3
April. Gemechis had five bullet wounds from the time of his first
arrest and is seriously handicapped as a result. This episode of
detention was his third.

Rhamatala Kebede returned to Ethiopia with other OLF fighters
and retrained as a police officer. He was stationed at Sigimo police
station when arrested by military forces. He is shown (above right) in his new police uniform.
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Girma Deresse Gemechu (left) was taken from his home in
Nekemte, E Wallega, on 6 April ‘being a suspected OLF
supporter’ (Gadado 14 April).

Gadado reported on 7 April that the following had been
arrested and detained in Qellem district, SW Wallega:

Amdi Arbise Bogale Terfasa
Dawite Melaku Alemu Muleta
Asfew Gajo Gemechu Sheferaw
Admasu Qana'a Eliyas Figadu
ol j Yohannis Muleta Wubshet Abdisa

Tamirat Bacha Demeke Negasa Fegade Tola

Tariku Kasahun Gurmessa Degago Tesema

Risqu Abdella Tegbaru Dheressa Dessalegn Ayana

Zerihun Babu Adeba Ayana Jigsa Diriba

Gabriel Sheferaw Chara Gabisa Shebeshi Mekonnen

The reporter expressed concern about the risk of Covid 19 infection for about 2800 Oromo
taken from different zones in Oromia being held in crowded conditions in Jato prison, E
Wallega.

On 14 April, Angasu Tolosa and his son
Marama Angasu (Dasha), Ebbisa Najo and
Fira’ol Isaaq were taken from their homes in
Nejo sub-district, W Wallega, and held in Nejo
police station. Angasu and his son are shown
right (Gadado 14 April).

In Mandi district, W Wallega, Tola Dinagde was taken to Mandi military camp, also on 14
April (HRLHA 25 May).

Wallega University employees, a bank manager and a civil servant were targeted by security
forces in Nekemte on 16 April and beaten in their homes at 4.00 a.m (Gadado 26 April):

Dr Diriba, University Research and Innovation Director

Dr Dereje Eniew, University Academic Programme Coordinator

Habtamu Tolera, PhD candidate

Kitessa, Manager of Wallega branch of Commercial Bank

Debela, Civil Servant

Temesgen Nigusa, Clinical Laboratory Director

Dr (Ms) Ayantu, Postgraduate Director

Two fathers of suspected OLF supporters in Jarso Lalo kebele, Guliso district, W Wallega,
were severely beaten on 18 April and then taken to a nearby military camp as hostages for the
return of their children. Asmara Daniel and Ermiyas Afedo are
reportedly being held incommunicado (Gadado 26 April).

On the same date, Gadado described the arrest of 12
individuals and the destruction of their houses in Seqga district
of Jimma zone on 22 April.

Abdo Aba Jobir is pictured being taken (right). Other detainees
included brothers Mohammed and Tajudin Aba Sambi. All
were detained on suspicion of supporting the OLF.
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Aynalem Tesfaye, Ghimbi, W Wallega, was detained on 22 April and his place of detention
was still unknown when Gadado reported the detention on 2 June. He was previously
detained in Senkele police training camp near Ambo, W Showa, for several months before
release in September last year. Other family members have been detained or forced into exile.

“=r On 29 April, Gadado reported the continued detention since February
| 2019 of Burga Kumera (left), a student of Wallega University, in the
~ military command post at Mendi, W Wallega.

The Gadado report also listed six individuals who were taken from

- | their houses in Nekemte town, E Wallega, on 26 April and whose

< whereabouts were still not known three days later when the report was
. written:

r.‘; Abraham Fikadu Ms Sara ldosa
Degefe Beyene Haile Solomon
Yohanis Kidanu Fite

On 29 April, Abera Bekele and student Marga Tesfaye were arrested
in Ghimbi, and Awash Bank employee Yonas Bakana Abdisa was
taken from Mandi, W Wallega and held in Mandi military camp,
where he is reported to have been tortured.

Baranbaras Tamene was taken from Mandi on 30 April.

Fakada Lammi (above right), a prominent elder in Nejo, W
Wallega, was imprisoned on 5 May.

Wakshun Gurmesa, father of two, and Hailu Ummata, a public
prosecutor, were taken from Nekemte, E Wallega on 8 and 9

May, respectively. (HRLHA 25 May).

Alemu Dhaba, his wife and seven children (wife and 3 children
are shown right), in Bosano Qawiso kebele, Ganji district, W
Wallega were all taken into detention by government soldiers on
6 May (Gadado 26 May).

On 11 May, the following were
detained in Bure, Illubabor:

Gemechis Daniel Tadesse
Kalbesa Melkamu Reta
~ Gadisa Ababa Ms Zabiba Jibril (left)

On 12 May, artist Hussein Debela, in Harun, W Wallega was
arrested (HRLHA 25 May).

11 & Urji Lamessa was taken by soldiers from a bus travelling to

' Nekemte, E Wallega, from Diga town, on 14 May, ‘being suspected
OLF supporter’. He was severely beaten and taken to 03 kebele police station, Nekemte,
where he was held incommunicado at least until the Gadado report
on 8 June.

Priest Karasa Taresa (right) was detained with hundreds of others
in close confinement at Ayira district police station on 15 May.
The following were taken from Hababo Guduru, E Wallega on 15
May. Each of them had been detained previously for several
months, without charge, at Awash Bishole military camp,
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Farmers:

Bashana Tolosa Lami Amanu

Chimdo Abdisa Demelesh Fetene

Taku Amanu Adugne Adamu
Students:

Lami Diriba Belay Desso

Boche Mitiku Tamene Belay (HRLHA 25 May)

Abdulmajid Abba Nagaa (right), Sahe Bontu kebele, Mana district,
Jima zone, was shot in the chest by ‘Oromia Special Police’ on 16
May (HRLHA 25 May). Gadado 26 May reported that he was shot
on 19 May. Both sources reported he was critically ill in Jimma
hospital

In the same report was the detention of Fufa Idosa from Horo
Guduru, E Wallega, in Fincha prison.

Temesgen Kenate (Qanate) was taken by government soldiers from his home in Ebentu
district, E Wallega, on 17 May. His place of detention was still unknown when Gadado
reported his detention on 26 May. Temesgen is the brother of two young boys who were shot
dead in front of their parents on 10 February 2019 (OSG Report 50, p.13).

Tarekegn Fufa (right), a judge at Harun district First Instance
Court, W Wallega, was stopped on the street on 19 May by
‘Oromia Special Force’, thrown to the ground and beaten
severely, injuring his right eye and left arm.

Former Oromo Liberation Army member, Gadisa Abebe, had
demobilised and was living a peaceful life when he was arrested
and taken to Metu Police Sation, Illubabor (HRLHA 25 May).

Government soldiers arrived in a village in
Guliso district of W Wallega searching for young
men to arrest on 27 May. Young girls Lelisa
Gemechu (aged 17, 10" grade student, far left)
and Bontu Wachu (aged 13, 7" grade student,
near left) were taken because the soldiers found
no young men to arrest. They ignored pleas from
parents and villagers that the girls were students
and too young to merit detention. (Gadado 2
June).

Moti Takele, from Abay Choman district, Horo Guduru, E Wallega, was arrested in Fincha’a
town by soldiers on 28 May ‘being suspected OLF supporter’ (Gadado 2 June).

About 112 were detained in Homa district, W Wallega, on 29 May alone, according to
Gadado on 2 June. Only a few are named:

Kasahun Tadesse Temesgen Badhasa Busa Benti
Gemechu Mamo Temesgen Qabata Misganu Bekele
Bishaga Ayaru Bokore Mokonnen Samuel Taressa
Yonas Nagao Gemechu Umata Getachew Firrisa
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Darge Alemayehu Bulcha Oda

Ms Bontu Yadeta Jafare Ms Diribe

Detainees were reportedly held in schools and police stations. In addition to those taken on 29
May, Ermiyas was transferred to Homa from Lalo Asebi district and Olgaba Cali was initially
taken from the street in Burayu, Finfinnee, on 13 April and disappeared until moved to Homa
about two weeks later (see p.8). Olgaba Cali, Bishaga Ayaru and Yonas Nagao are reported
to having been particularly severely beaten.

Government soldiers entered the home in Jima zone of OLF member, Simagni, on 1 June,
beat him and searched the property. He needed treatment at Jima hospital.

Businesswoman Ayantu Jalata and Girma Fikadu were taken from a public transport vehicle
in Nejo town, W Wallega, by military forces to Nejo military camp, on 3 June. Ayantu was
returning to Finfinnee/Addis Ababa after visiting her parents in Babo Gambel. Ayantu and
Girma were reportedly tortured to report on the location of a young male neighbour of theirs,
an OLF suspect.

A young man named Burga was also abducted in W
Wallega by government soldiers on 4 June ‘being suspected
OLF supporter’.

Chala Jemal was arrested from his parents’ home in Jima
Horo district, SW Wallega, on 4 June. He was taken by
soldiers to Jima Horo military camp as an OLF suspect. He
lives in Finfinnee/Addis Ababa where he owns a business
and was in Jima Horo visiting his parents.

Lorry driver Lemi Temesgen was stopped after beginning
his journey from Bedele, Illubabor, to Nekemte, E Wallega
on 4 June and badly beaten by soldiers. He is shown right,
receiving treatment at Bedele hospital (Gadado 8 June).

Destruction of property

The properties of businessmen in Wanjo town, Lalo Asebi district, W Wallega, were burnt
down by government soldiers on 19 May. Houses belonging to Adugna Negasu and
Kefyalew Benti were destroyed. Desalegn Tolina lost his pharmacy and medicine store as
well as his house.

SOUTHERN OROMIA
Killings

In its 29 May report (see p.29) Amnesty International documented ‘the extrajudicial
execution of at least 39 people in Oromia in 2019 including 17-year old Seid Sheriff who
was shot in the head outside a café in Hargelo, Goro Dola [Guji zone] for allegedly alerting a
motor-bike driver of an impending arrest.’

‘In Finchawa, Dugda Dawa [Guji zone], two truckloads of soldiers drove into town and
indiscriminately shot at people for an hour, killing 13. Witnesses told Amnesty the attack was
in retaliation for a soldier stoned to death three weeks earlier.’

‘Three other men - Debeso Megada (27), Ararso Gobena (16) and Qalicha Jarso (22),
were killed while riding on a motorbike in January 2019 in Dugisa Megada kebele, Dugda
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Dawa [Guji zone]. And yet another man, Aga Uddessa, was shot dead on 3 February 2019 as
he rode past the Command Post in Hargelo, Goro Dola.’

Okotu Karu Guyo (left) an elderly farmer in Gumi Edelo Dibe Bora, E
Guiji, was Killed by soldiers in his house and his body and his house were
burnt in front of his children on 13 April. His cattle were stolen by the
soldiers. Photographs were also sent of his house after it was razed to the
ground and his homeless young children (Gadado 26 April).

Tukulessa Dulacha Dambobi, Burga Arbicho village, Dugda Dawa,
Guji zone, was killed by government soldiers on 23 May ‘being a
suspected OLF supporter’ (Gadado 26 May).

Rape

‘Ebise Eba was arrested in January 2019 by two local administration security officials who
took her to the Dugisa Megada administration office and raped her. They said if she did not
sleep with them, they would hand her over to EDF soldiers and she would be killed. “One of
them, I only know his nickname ‘Qeyo’. He is from the kebele peace and security
department. The other is the commander of the militia in the kebele,” she told Amnesty
International (see p.29). Dugisa Megada is in W Guji zone.

Arbitrary arrest and detention

Included in mass arrests across Oromia during the weekend of 25-26 January were a
significant number in Finchawa town, W Guji, according to Amnesty International on 27
January (https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/01/ethiopia-authorities-crack-down-
on-opposition-supporters-with-mass-arrests/).

In Dola district, E Guji, Dr Hasan Chulke (right) was taken by
government soldiers from Dola hospital, where he works, at the
beginning of April, ‘being a suspected OLF supporter (Gadado 14
April).

Mass arrests in Goro Dola district of Guji zone were reported by
Gadado on 26 April, when the following were named as recent
detainees in Goro Dola police station:

Ms Martha Barago Qabessa Note Jemal (lawyer)

Ms Mehiret Jedela Guto Utura Desta Golu

Sambato Ganale Qumbi Boru Golu

Haji Usuman Guye Dambi Balako llfina

Husein Boru Haro Dido Husein Boli

Shurugu Heba Dhadacha Dulacha Siraj Beyene

Ms Darartu Ali Golu Guye Aliyi Guye

Isinino Haji Sokora Olko Sora Guye

Sora Kadiri Kasim Bureri Sora Jilo

Barbare Kadiri Gada Sharu Bulala Jilo

Ifa Demise Balako Darara Dambobi Galdu (teacher)
Bule Dadhi Shambal Chana Webi Negasa (teacher)
Ware Odo Note Gumo Musa Dido
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Negasa Roba Kifile Negasa Hasan Birbirsa

Birbirsa Dununi Hared Safay Ms Sukare Demise
Kedir Dununi Dambi Qamphe Ms Safiya

Roba Kedir Jemal Tayib Badiru Amani
Chuqule Adola Legesse Shiferaw Mohammed Jilo
Desta Alemu She Chana Jilo Shambi Heba
Firew Heba Ms Figirte Adoye Boru Golu

Adisu Boru Imam Kadir Siraj Gobena
Haile Ute Guye Dhadacha Morkata Muda

A 90 yr old farmer, Adola Khonde, his
wife, Shabo Jil (both shown right) and their
three children were also taken to Goro
Dola prison around 19 April. The family’s
cattle were taken by soldiers (Gadado 26
April).

Teacher Halake Galgalo, from Hachalle,
Borana, was detained 29 April,

Guyo Dida and Jamal Kula, from Hidi Lola, Borana, were detained 13 May,

Doyo Wario, a teacher, and Sacho Wario, self-employed, were
both arrested in Borana zone on 15 May,

Boru Chulle, Guji zone, former Chief Adminstrator of Gumi
Eldalo district, was also taken into detention on 15 May,

Dr Gemechis Bali Jilo (left) was taken from his home in Bula
Hora, Borana, on 16/17 May and held in the town police station.
He has been prominent in the campaign against environmental
degradation caused by the MEDROC gold mine at Adola, Guiji.
(HRLHA 25 May).

Gadado reported on 26 May that there had been a wave of arrests in Guji zone from 18-22
May. The following detainees were from Hera Qotto village, Bule Hora district:

Boshee Guyyee Ebbisaa Dasita Sallii Sheeno
Baxaxuu Arbaa Zallagee Waaqoo Getaachoo Duubee
Asalechii Waddesso Duubee Waaqoo Baalli Guyyee
Menuu Tefoo Bariisoo Waaqoo Waaree Waaccuu
Lukkuu Bariisoo Jiloo Waagoo Zallagee Bariisoo
Gammadaa Mulaatu Waaree Waaqoo Dukkalle Hirbaayye
Tasammaa Mulaatu Roobee Adoole Adanaa Gannale
Girma Mulaatu Taarikuu Roobee Soraa Jiloo
Jiloo Biraagaa Turee Adulaa Alaaku Boruu
Ejersa Biraagaa Gobanaa Turaa Helelloobanxoorii
Bariisoo Biraagaa Shibbiruu Turaa Darartuu Banata
Addisuu Mulaatu Gammada Baature Galmoo Dasitaa
Kumaa Damuu Gaashu Gammadaa Bilikaa Waago
Baanata Dukkallee Sambatoo Gammadaa Walatte Guyyee
Dasitaa Waaqoo Abbitti Dasita Qutu Dullachaati
from Borre kebele, Galana district:
Darcoo Abbate Baxuula Barii
Shumbulloo Shuggunnu Nagayoo Gumatoo
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Netteroo Boru
Uguluu Hoboolo and family; cattle stolen
Qoraattee Tocee

from Wado Darba kebele, Galana district:

Gubaa Nugusee
Algoosa Arjaamo
from Hirgansa kebele, Galana district:
Gaanjuree Xunee
Elemaaa Arboo
Abbabe Jiloo
Waaqoo Dhugoo
Gobana Ture
Roobaa Qoncoori
from Galmo kebele, Suro district:
Watticha Dhugoo
Turee Watticha
Gumii Roobaa
Dullachaa Xeenne

Dhugoo Tocee and family; cattle stolen
Baatii Bayyuu
Mallase Dhugoo

Busuma Fayyisa
Gammade Robaa

Curdee Utaala
Abbayya Dhugoo
Koyyoo Halaka
Konchee Halakaa
Adoole Ayyalaa
Alamboo Halaaka

Araarso Hiddaa
Gumii Qoraattee
Mekonnen Badhaso

from Gajima Ela kebele, Suro district (seven of the nine are kebele officials):

Qachaa Kita
Gobbuu Jaarra
Gamade Hoxxessa
Gumii Edemaa
Tukke Qomphorro
from Oda Kinisa kebele, Suro district:
Waallame Guyyee
Dukkallee Guyyee
Yenuu Guyyee
Godaana Guyyee
Sokkee Jaarsoo

Duubee Ji'oo
Qorate Gumi
Boru Sagoye
Urago Gayo

Ayyano Salomoon
Sintaaroo Dullachaa
Golloo Tokkaa
Kuntu Ture

from Ode Kalala kebele, Sabo Boru district, East Guji:

Dambii Godaanaa Lelloo Dubaa

Neengoo Garbaa

Dambii Uttuga
Dahannaa Haroo
Baggajoo Dambaalaa
Shaaboo Uddaa
Achatee Gumii
Loomii Guyyee
Lallaatto Galchuu
Carii Haroo
Booramaa Dambii
Gadaa Boroo

Taso Lokoo
Nageessa Carii
Gammada Boruu
Basaquu Gololchaa
Cannagaxxuu Boruu
Dursituu Gurraachaa
Mokonnaa Dambii
Masoo Boruu

Guddataa Gingam
Jalannee Boruu
Falmattu Gurrachaa
Dhugeessa Boruu
Milkessaa Gurraachaa
Bachoo Girjaa
Galaane Boruu

Turee Boruu

Degaraa Gingam
Marma Gobanaa
Robaa Gurraachaa
Lammeessa Boruu
Bilisummaa Morkataa
Yaahigooph Godaa
Fayyisaa Morkataa
Rayyaa Boruu
Barettoo Garbaa
Bilisummaa Garbaa
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Damiisee Jarraa
Murroo Jarraaa
Danboob Carii
Bashanaantuu Carii
Ganniituu Boruu
Falmattuu Boruu
Shuxuraa Gurraachaa
Busee Gurraachaa
Galmeessaa Gurraachaa
Maaram Gammadaa
Obsattu ,Olgabaa
Injifataa ,Olgabaa
Mallimaa Goobanaa
Jamaal Hajii

Hajii Gobanaa
Kaliil Hajii

Siraaji Hajii
Shamboo Uddaa



from Utulu kebele, Sabo Boru district:

Makkoo Basayyee
Nassaboo Adulaa
Shuree Boruu
Dastaa Nassaboo
Imaam Dhibuu
Badhaanee Gobanaa
Arraasoo Halakee
Harroo Mokkonna
Dheekkamaa Mokkonaa
Raggaatuu Boramaa
Bachoo Halakee
Muminaa Banataa
Boramaa Mi eessaa
Dandii Galgaloo

Yuhannis Aanolee
Ayeeru Minishirii
Horsiisaa Miniishirii
Neengituu Minishirii
Ebbisaa Mishirii
Galgaloo Mishirii
Anabii Mishirii
Ayyaanee Mishirii
Wayyoo Dechamaa.
Sambatee Mixaa
Gobanaa Mi,eessaa
Sallii Dubee

Corfee Mangistuu
Satanaa Mangistuu

from Sabichu kebele, Sabo Boru district:

Turee Balakkoo
Boruu Tukee
Jaboo Tukee
Kuraa Wacillee
Damisee Wacillee
Galanoo Dambalaa

Qilxaa Dhugoo
Sambatoo Loosa
Sabbichuu,ldeema
Nugusee Boruu
Galgaloo Tukee
Loosa

Alii Mangistuu
Boontuu Dhekkamaa
Hamsarii Jamaal
Bilaal Jamaal
Hakkiraar Jamaal
Rahiimaa Jamaal
Radihaa Jamaal
Safiyaa Sadam
Mahiriyaam lyyaa
Gulaalaa Jamaal
Abbaa Saddar Jamaal
Qopheessa Mishirii

Wacille
Shuxuu
Motii
Gadaa

from Lemo kebele, Saba Lola district:
Ms Tirunesh Wachifa Ms Sabboontuu Midhaagaa
Falmataa Midhaagaa Turu Lola

On 26 May, Gadado reported that Bonaya Godana from Miyo district, Borana zone, had
been detained in Miyo police station along with his six children - Nura, Dabbo, Tume, Adi,
Elema and Dida Wario.

Gadado (26 May) listed the following among a large number of Oromo civilians detained
by military forces in Miyo district, Borana zone, on 18 May:

Bule Jarso Boru Kula Jilo Huga
Roba Wariyo Qaballe Jarso Roba Wariyo
Bagaja Galgalo Dida Wariyo Kiya Wariyo
Jatani Sora Jilo Wariyo Qalicha Jilo
Dulacha Jarso Godana Sora Dalacha Galgalo
Dima Jarso Dida Doyo Qalicha Diqgqe
Qumbi Halake Roba Dabaso Tari Guyo
Abduba Halake Nura Bonaya Miyo Dida
Dida Golicha Dabbo Bonaya Loko Boru
Saro Boru Dida Wariyo

Guyo Boru Galmo Huga

Businessman, Safaya Dambi, and his wife were taken from Shakiso district, Guji zone, on
28 May by soldiers accusing them of supporting the OLF (Gadado 2 June).

Teacher, Diga Duba Doyo, and Sara Guduro, Taltale district, Borana zone, were arrested
and detained on 29 May ‘being suspected OLF supporters’ (Gadado 2 June).
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On 8 June, Gadado listed over 150 detainees - all Oromo political prisoners - being held in

Borana zone:

Moyale district

Doyo lya
Malata Waqo
Galgaloo Xunii
Tume Shoba

Guchi district

Oba Gufuu

Kiya Liban

Ms Darmi Guyo Liban*
Bonaya Duba

Kiya Guyyo liban
Finina Abduba

Taltale district

Galgalo Tari**
Guyo Shame
Kiya Duba Guyo
Dida Aga Burra*

Yabello district

Luca Malata

Kanu Guyo

Bati Kanu

Bule Boru (policeman)

Abduba Galgalo Arero
Dabaso Fage Huga
Quce Kusare

Galgalo Halake Jibicho*
Katelo Shane

Bonaya Duba

Dida Molu**

Mammadi Dhenge Boru
Barraqo Guro Boru
Galma Moluu Shootii

Gole Adano (a policeman in Moyale)
Dr Jaldesa Guyo (Abba Gada, traditional leader)

Goresa Guyo Liban (lawyer)

Galgalo Sara
Wariyo Dabbaso
Kanu Jirmo Galgalo
Guyo Duba

Dirree district

Galma Kana
Guyo Galma
Katelo Gufu

Elwaye district

Dalacha Bagajja
Dalacha Aba Rufa

Wariyo Liban
Guyo Molu
Abkunuu Xuunnee

Barci Qancoro
Cari Duba Bante

Hidi Lola town, Miyo district

Galma Bonaya
Mallicha Roba
Galgalo Molu

Dubuluq district

MIki Doyo
Soraa Galgaloo

Galata Kula
Jamal Kula
Galma Liban

Abdurhaman Warqu
Liban Jatani

Dhasi and Miyo district

Siblings Nuraa, Dabbo, Tumme, Elema and Abdi Bonaya Godana

Siblings Dida and Kiya Wariyo Godana
Siblings Jiloo, Roba and Kiya Wariyo Halake

Siblings Qaballe and Sasi Dida

Siblings Jilo and Galmo Huga Boru
Siblings Saro, Guyo and Loko Boru
Siblings Jatani, Bagajjaa and Kottobo Galgalo Gayo

Siblings Roba and Tukkisa Liban, and his son Galmo Tukkisa
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Haro Abduba
Halkano Badole

Temesgen

Bochola Guyyo

Dida Golicha

Halkano Guaracha Jatani
Kana Golicha

Bigila Teressa

Galgalo_Tari**
Diga Duba Doyo**
Sara Guduro

Carfi Kasule
Gurrale Didaa
Diga Wariyo

ljolen Biliso Sora
Guyo Doyo
Hawo Guyyoo
Kiya Liban

Sara Katano



Siblings Jatani, Dullacha and Dimaa Sora Tadhicha

Tumme Churi Doyo Kana Mallicha Qumbi Halake
Abduba Halake Bidu Jarso Bora Kula Boru
Huga Mata Bule Jarso Huga Dalacha Galgalo
Tumme Huga Doyo Abduba Qallicha Diga
Qallicha Jilo Guoo Shuna Dida Godana Sora Boru
Guyo Jilo Dhenge Dalacha Tari Guyo
Qumbi Bule Tume Tari Miyo Diidaa
Kiya Bule Jarso Abduba Jilo Chachachu Liban
Oba Dhale Diidoo Boruu Dima Mallicha
Sara Bilalaa Dhaddacha Jatani Sora
Qabballee Jarso Halake Dida Doyo Badolicha Abduba Halake Shone
Tura Jarso Roba Dabbaso Roba Boru Buke**
Dida Wariyo Qallicha Jilo Guyo Dhenge Golichaa
Dida Gollicha Dida Gollicha Qanchoro

Avrero district
Gurracha Galgalo Guyo Jaldessa Mallicha Hussein Doyo Wariyo
Roba Galma Adi Kiya Dhaka Tundha Husein Kottola
Darara Hussein Jarso Kana Galma

Wachile district
Qalla Kuli
Boru Tache
Boru Bule

* university students ** teachers

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REPORT 29 MAY 2020

Amnesty International reported on abuses in Amhara and Oromia regions during 2019 in its
29 May report, Beyond law enforcement: human rights violations by Ethiopian security
forces in Amhara and Oromia:

‘At least 10,000 people were arbitrarily arrested and detained last year as part of the
government’s crackdown on armed attacks and violence in Oromia Region. Forces have
burned homes to the ground, committed rape and extrajudicial execution in response to inter-
communal violence.

They were accused but never charged for “supporting, sharing information with and feeding”
members of an armed group calling itself the Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) that splintered
from the Oromo Liberation Front’s (OLF) military wing.

Many people were arrested multiple times, some detained for up to five months and put
through political indoctrination to compel them to support the ruling party.

Since March last year, security officers have forcibly evicted at least 60 families from
Oromia’s East and West Guji zones by burning down homes - often while families are still
inside - leaving those who survive homeless. Amnesty has also confirmed that another 300
families have been forcibly relocated from their rural homes into peri-urban areas leaving
being everything — household items, harvests and crops on farms.’

One of their interviewees said ‘We are not able to come back though this is the season for
harvesting coffee. We sent elders to petition the local officials to allow us to return. They told
the elders we cannot return since we support (OLA).’

‘In trying to mobilize support, politicians have however been stirring up ethnic and religious
animosities, sparking inter-communal violence and armed attacks in five of the country’s
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nine regional states; Amhara, Benishangul-Gumuz, Harari, Oromia and the Southern Nations,
Nationalities and Peoples Region (SNNPR), and in the Dire Dawa administrative state.’

‘The government responded by setting up security command posts to coordinate the
operations of the Ethiopian Defence Forces (EDF), federal police, regular and special (Liyu)
police units in the regions, as well as local administration security officers called kebele
militia.

DJIBOUTI - Refoulement of refugees

OSG received a report form Djibouti on 30 June that 14 or 15 Oromo refugees were taken
from their homes in Djiboutiville and immediately taken across the border to Ethiopia. One
refugee who escaped when two in his home were taken was kidnapped and subject to
refoulement with others in January 2013. He was imprisoned in Dire Dawa until released in
September 2015.

OSG has received no reports of refoulement since 2016, so this is a serious setback for the
security of refugees in Djibouti.
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