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If you want to completely get rid of the fish, you need to dry up the ocean.
Fekadu Tessema, Prosperity Party, Oromia branch.
Oromia Regional Parliament meeting, Adama, 27 February 2021.

This catchphrase of dictators and perpetrators of abuse was used by the Oromia Prosperity
Party head to justify ongoing, systematic elimination of Qeerroo, OLA and OLF supporters -
to ‘overcome resistance in East and West Wallega, Guji and Borana zones of Oromia’."

Human rights defenders throughout Oromia, using Qeerroo connections and reporting
through the Gadado network, listed over 500 killings between 30 June 2020 and 11 May
2021. Many were previously unrecorded by OSG. The authors report that local kebele and
woreda level government officials, working with government e o
soldiers and militias, are ‘assigned to kill innocent Oromo
people’. Photographs with the report show
bound captives, believed to be relatives of
Amanuel Wondimu taken nine days after
his public execution on 11 May (OSG

- Report 56, p.19) and soldiers beating and
intimidating young Oromo.

Including this report, OSG has recorded 2393 extra-judicial killings of civilians by forces
loyal to the Ethiopian government, since October 2018 (excluding Tigray and Afar Regions).
1612 were Oromo and 924 of them were killed in West Oromia. Killings in this report were
particularly prevalent September to December 2020. When Federal forces, Eritrean soldiers
and Amhara Region militia became more engaged in Tigray, the rate of killings in Oromia
dropped. Nonetheless 417 are recorded killed this year, including 150 Oromo in Wollo,
Ambhara Region, in March and April, and 196 in West Oromia, mainly Wallega.

Acts of ethnic cleansing by Amhara militia are reported in Amhara Region (p.10), E Wallega
(p.19), Metekel in Benishangul-Gumuz Region (p.20), and Fantale in E Showa (p.9) as well
as the well-documented ethnic cleansing in Tigray Region.

However, when Amhara militia are repelled by civilians, as in Wollo, or by OLA fighters, as
in E Wallega recently, it is Oromo who are accused of aggression.

'Quoted in HRLHA submission to UN Human Rights Council 48th session Sept/Oct 2021.
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Over 100 Amhara militia were killed when they attacked OLA fighters in Kiramu, E
Wallega, on 18 and 19 August after they had been wreaking havoc in the area, burning
Oromo homes and driving farmers away (p.19).

Assuming their habitual cloak of victimhood, the National Movement of Amhara, in Ethiopia,
and the Amhara Association of America accused OLA of unprovoked attacks against Amhara
civilians. Bodies which reflect the extensive influence of these groups - in this case, the
Ethiopian Human Rights Commission and, surprisingly, Deutsche Welle Amharic
Programme - unfortunately followed suit with these allegations.

Accusations by the Amhara Association of America were less specific however, when its
director, Tewodros Tirfe, addressed the 1 July UNPO conference on the failure of the
Ethiopian election (p.23). He claimed a ‘series of massacres’ were perpetrated against
Ambharas living in Oromia, Benishangul-Gumuz, Tigray and Amhara Regions by ‘non-state
actors’. He was less accusatory to OLA when accompanied by co-presenters from Oromo,
Kemant, Tigray, Agaw and Benishangul communities - all victims of violations perpetrated
by Amhara militia.

The writing is on the wall for Abiy Ahmed. Amhara Region forces, Ethiopian National
Defence Forces and their embedded Eritrean troops stand universally condemned for their
genocidal acts in Tigray, the use of famine and rape as weapons of war, blocking aid convoys
to the starving, and causing massive displacement.

A leaked overview, 14-20 August, by the European Union Delegation to Ethiopia was
published by Ayyaantuu 24 Aug. The territorial ambitions of Amhara Region forces on
almost every border and the government’s discrimination and hostility to marginalised people
in Ethiopia are a cause of concern to the EU.

The government stands condemned for detaining without charge and often incommunicado
anyone Tigrean in Finfinnee and anyone in Amhara Region with only a ‘very remote’ link to
Tigray. Over 500 Tigreans were held in poor conditions in the capital for over one month.
NGOs and foreign missions in Finfinnee/Addis Ababa were circulated with demands from
government to know the ethnicity of their staff. Returning migrants, deported from
immigration detention in Saudi Arabia, were detained if Tigrean. Forty are known to have
been detained in April and May.

This cauldron of ethnicised hatred and violence sits against a backdrop of runaway (20+%)
inflation and unemployment, a collapsing judiciary and court system, closure of diplomatic
missions and removal of staff from foreign posts, a National Defence Force liable to fragment
along ethnic lines, now at least in part antagonistic to Oromia Special Forces (p.31), and a
desperate and deluded leadership which is supported only by fossils with a 150 year-old
ideology of Amhara supremacy.

MSF Holland and Norwegian Refugee Council have been forced out by Abiy’s
administration. He is accused by Mark Lowcock, the head of the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, of using famine as weapon of war. Abiy’s
administration is charged with acquiring and storing 42 tons of chemical weapons and having
used white phosphorus bombs in Tigray.



https://ayyaantuu.org/english/leaked-eu-diplomatic-cable-delegation-of-the-european-union-to-ethiopia/
https://martinplaut.com/2021/06/13/19286/
https://addisabram.wordpress.com/2021/05/19/the-evil-nobel-peace-laureate-pm-of-ethiopia-abiy-ahmed-used-chemical-weapons-in-tigray/

The US Senate Foreign Relations Committee has called for the removal of Ethiopian troops
from UN peacekeeping forces if they have been operating in Tigray. There was universal
criticism of the bombing of a Tigray market, killing 64 on 22 June. The EU High
Representative, Finnish Foreign Minister Pekka Haavisto, told the EU Parliament that the
leadership admitted in June to be aiming to ‘wipe out the Tigreans for 100 years’.

Despite repeated requests from US, EU and UK governments, Abiy Ahmed is still using
Eritrean soldiers and Amhara Region forces in his wars against the peoples of Ethiopia.

In desperation, he is bolstering his army with forced conscription of boys as young as 12
years old (p.23), prisoners and returnees from immigration detention in Saudi Arabia. The
PM hopes to reverse his defeats in Tigray, Oromia, and Benishangul-Gumuz by deploying
drones, obtained during a trip to Turkey, 18-19 August.

Meanwhile OLA is in control of large areas according to the leaked EU document. They
‘have made some remarkable progress over the past weeks in controlling several rural areas
and in cutting important roads. In Western Oromia, OLA controls several of the rural areas of
the four ‘“Wellega’ zones, as well as the main roads around the town of Nekemte. In Southern
Oromia, OLA controls rural areas of the Guji Zone and managed to establish check points on
the main road between Addis Ababa and the Kenyan border. In the North Shoa Zone of
Northern Oromia, OLA took control of rural areas near the town of Kuyu and also briefly
occupied the town itself.

In South-Eastern Amhara, OLA is reported to have occupied several rural districts near the
town of Kemisse on the main road from Addis Ababa towards Dessie and Weldia. OLA is
also reported to be have established itself around the gorge of the Blue Nile on the border
between the Amhara and Oromia Regional States, and to have established a check point on
the main road between Addis Ababa and Bahar Dar near the bridge at Dejen.’

The opposition to Abiy Ahmed is coalescing. OLA, TPLF, Afar National Democratic Party,
Benishangul Liberation Front and the Sidama Liberation Front formed an alliance on 17
August. There were demonstrations against conscription and the Prosperity Party in western
Gambella Region, mid-August.

The deplorable treatment of refugees and asylum-seekers seems to be universal, crossing
cultural, financial, religious and racial boundaries. In contrast to the kindness of individual
strangers, governments and others wielding power abuse refugees and asylum-seekers in rich
and poor countries alike. In this report is described the cruel, inhuman and degrading
treatment of detained migrants in Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Libya, Switzerland and USA, and
the hostility to refugees in Djibouti and Somaliland (pp.26-30).

As we approach the end-game of this chapter in Ethiopia’s history, attention will be given
during any transitional process to the establishment of a body to investigate and document
human rights abuses by state actors at all levels during this and the previous administration.
With this in mind, it is noted that Sergeant Ebro Usen, commander of Guliso military post,
stands accused of personally killing 96 people and burning down 170 farms (p.12).

In an encouraging note from the EU delegate ‘It was reported from some rural areas how
OLA enters villages, calls village meetings in order to explain its objectives and policies to
the local population and afterwards just asks the Prosperity Party administrators and security
forces to leave peacefully — which in some cases happened.’
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FINFINNEE/ADDIS ABABA AND CENTRAL OROMIA
Killings

Previously unrecorded killings were reported by Gadado on 23 May. They included several
who were Killed in demonstrations following the assassination of Hachalu Hundessa on 29
June 2020. The following were killed on 30 June:

Ibsa Mohammed,

Bilisumma Qumbi Godana and

Mohammed Shape, from Adami Tullu, E Showa.

Diriba Dangila, lluu Galan (ljaajji), W Showa, was Killed by government forces on 22
August 2020.

Badhadha Girmu, Dagem, Finfinnee/Addis Ababa, was Killed on 26 August 2020.
Habtamu Bahera, Dilala, Waliso, SW Showa, was killed on 7 September.

Fira’ol Ayala Takle, Waliso, SW Showa, was killed on 24 September (Gadado 23 May).

L/Phexiros Tasfaye, Sanbata, Godine Addaa, Finfinnee/Addis Ababa, was killed on 24
October

Amino, Bokoji, Arsi, killed 25 October

Dame Warqu, Meta, W Showa, killed 29 October

Tolasa Dabalo, Gindeberet, W Showa, killed 17 November

Galana Imana, Ambo, W Showa, Killed 23 November

Iftu Mohammed and

Hirko Boja, Adama, E Showa, killed 23 and 24 December, respectively

Getu Siyume, Hidhabu Abote, Salale, N Showa, 26 December (Gadado 23 May).

The killings reported by Gadado on 23 May continued in 2021:
Abdullahim Abdala, Dodola, W Arsi, 26 January

Bagala Galana, Ejere, W Showa, 2 February

Nagasa, Jarso, Selale, N Showa, 1 March

Wirtu Taso, Jaldu, W Showa, 1 March

Dejene Sarbesa, Dano, W Showa, 3 March

Moti Bayecha, Ada’a Barga, W Showa, 3 March

Ifa Badhaso, Sodare, E Showa, 16 April

Bonsa (teacher) and

Lenjisa Marshali, Heban, W Arsi, 17 April (Bonsa possibly on 30™)
Tongo Abdalla, Bosat, E Showa, 24 April

Lata Alamu and

Lama, Bosat, E Showa, 9 May.

There were many social media posts after Sena Ragassa (right) was
killed in Ginci, W Showa, on 5 June. The young teenager was
politically active but otherwise innocent. She was taken from her
home and shot, outside Ginci police station according to early
reports.




Gadado reported on 11 July that Eritrean troops Killed six civilians in Gindeberet district
when they ran amok looting there and in Abuna district, W Showa, on 11 June (see
Destruction and Detention, p.8, below). Those killed in Gindeberet were:

Saboga Barsisa Chamada
Wargisa Asefa

Abraham Waquma

Lata Korsa

Dereje Mamo

Dadhi Bekele

Parents of OLA fighters or Qeerroo members have been
targeted for Killing since 20 July, according to Gadado 30 July.
Elderly Adunya Amante (right), in the town of Ginderebet, E
Showa, was killed on 25 July.

Respected elder Wako Jilo, Wadara district, E Guji, was Killed
during the night of 20 July (see p.21).

The wave of killings in Showa in late
July also included that of Mallasa
Chala, who was an Oromo
Federalist Congress leader in Bako,
{ W Showa. Mallasa was held in
prison, from where he was taken and
summarily executed. Another
prisoner, unnamed in the report, was
killed and his body dumped in the
bush. The victims are shown left.

The death in suspicious circumstances of renowned civil-rights lawyer Abdul-Jabbar
Hussein (below) on 11 August was reported by Addis Standard next day. Informants, closely
associated with Abdul-Jabbar, corroborated the Addis Standard report, especially concerning
the lack of serious wounds on the body. However, there were suspicious circumstances
surrounding his death.

He was found between 8-9.00 pm, after collapsing in the street, in Gadaa district of Adama -
a district which he did not frequent - and did not have his mobile phone when found. Passers-
by telephoned his wife and were told to give him sugar. This, the minor abrasions on his face
and his broken spectacles indicate that he had an episode of low blood sugar and fell when
semiconscious. According to the Addis Standard report, after Abdul-Jabbar was given some
sugar he improved a little. However, he died on the way to Adama Referral Hospital.
Abdul-Jabbar was a brilliant and outspoken lawyer who famously defended prominent
politicians including Jawar Mohammed, Bekele Gerba and Lidetu Ayalew and had saved
hundreds of innocent people
from going to prison. He was
an excellent Zonal Judge in E
: Hararge after graduation, 2001
~1 to 2005, and held in the

" highest esteem by his
- colleagues.

~ He was known to have
hypertension and unstable
diabetes. The suspicious



https://addisstandard.com/news-lawyer-of-prominent-opposition-political-figures-found-dead-in-adama/

circumstances of his death are inconclusive. It is possible that he was taken for questioning,
for example, and held long enough for his blood sugar to become dangerously low, with or
without the knowledge of his interrogators.

Perhaps the most significant aspect of the reports of this tragic young death was the automatic
assumption that a prominent defence lawyer for opposition politicians in Ethiopia was killed
by government forces or agents. This would be unheard of in a society which was protected
by its government.

Seven killings in Gindeberet, W Showa, were reported by the Human Rights League of the
Horn of Africa (HRLHA) in its 22 August submission to the 48" session of the UN Human
Rights Council (13 September to 6 October).

Oromia Special Forces took three men from their homes:
Tesfa Tura

Tesfaye Gelata

Zewude Galata

and took four men from their prison cells in Kachisi district:
Shiferaw Mokonnen

Fira’ol Shumi

Mosisa Lama

Marsimoy

The seven men were executed
and their bodies left in the bush
in the second or third week of
August, according to HRLHA.
Gadado 21 August provided further detail of the abduction and killing of Mosisa Lama
(above right). He was taken from Finfinnee/Addis Ababa bus station by security forces on 16
August. He was taken from prison and executed. His body was found 190 km away, at
Gindeberet, W Showa.

Detention and Disappearance

The release and immediate re-arrest of OLF Central Committee member Col. Gamachu
Ayana on 18 May was reported by OSG (Report 56, p.6). On 23 May, Gadado listed eight of
the 12 who were released by Arada Giorgis Federal Court (in Piyasa, Finfinnee/Addis) with
Col. Gamachu on 17 May and arrested again as they
left Kilinto prison next morning. They are named:
Dr Fayera Mekonnen

Fikiru Dessie

Usman Hasan

Lamesa Takele

Charinat Tarafe

Sgt Wadajo

Inspector Bagale

Mr Kisi

Col. Gamachu is shown right, having lost weight ,
following detention prior to his re-arrest over one year ago. He was later moved (see below).




. Rabuma Getacho (left), an employee and health worker at Ambo
. University who has been arrested several times previously, was taken into
police custody in Ambo on 17 May. T T
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Renowned Oromo artist Falmata Kabada
(right) was detained for an unspecified
. period in prison in Galan, Finfinnee/Addis
Ababa, from where he disappeared on 7
June (Gadado 11 June).

Abdi Regassa (left), Central Committee member of the OLF was
released by court order on 24 June but immediately re-arrested as he
attempted to go home. He has since disappeared in detention.

OLF leaders were moved from Awash Malka Prison to Galan Police
Station in the capital on 24 July, from where they were taken to unknown
destinations on 29 July, according to Gadado 30 July.

They include:
Col. Gamachu Ayana Lami Begna
Gada Gabisa Dr Gada Oljira
Dawit Abdata Wago Nole
Bate Urgessa Jabessa Gadisa

kj

OLF detainee Nimona Urgessa (left) was described as being denied
medical treatment for kidney problems in the same report.

In a separate report received by OSG on 9 r
July, Bate Urgessa was described as having
head injuries due to being beaten while being
held in Awash Arba military camp ‘with tens
of thousands of others’,

Gumi Sericho (right), ‘a fearless human
rights defender’ who has ‘been in and out of

jail’ was taken from the capital on 1 August ‘to an unknown location’
(Gadado 21 August).

Destruction and Detention

Eritrean troops went on a rampage of killing and destruction in two districts of W Showa on
11 June according to Gadado on 11 July. As well as killing six civilians in Gindeberet district
(p.6, above) the Eritrean soldiers went on a looting spree. The house and business properties
of Biranu Barasu were demolished and his car taken. His driver, Asmara Magarsa, was
detained, among many, in Gindeberet Kachisi Police Station and his family have fled into the
bush ‘to save their lives’.

In neighbouring Abuna district, the same troops demolished, plundered, looted and
confiscated properties of three close relatives - Zewde Abebe, Lema Garedew and Tesfa
Garedew on the same day. Two of Tesfa’s oxen and 15 of his goats were slaughtered. The
remainder of the three farms’ cattle were taken.

The families who lived in these destroyed farms have also run away ‘to save their lives’.
Long term detainees in Gindeberet Kachisi Police Station were named by Gadado:

8



Diro Yadessa Nimona Tolera Tamirat Girma

Dagne Tesema Tesfa Kefte Oda Saboga
Galana Abera Magarsa Bari Gise
Dula Midhaga Chala Yehome Bekele

Harrassment and detention of Judges

Late evening on 24 May, Judge Wabii Tasfaa Jofaa Godoo from Mida Qany district, W
Showa was caught at his house by security forces and detained. He is reportedly held in a
‘special prison’ around Dalati, Finfinnee/Addis Ababa.

High Court Judge of E Wallega zone, Dinga Abdissa, was detained in late May. He was said
to be held in Kumsa Moroda palace, Nekemte. Although never charged or appearing in court,
his crime was to admit youngsters into his home when they were being chased by security
forces.

Beating

Businessman and father of seven Fose Abebe was beaten unconscious
with ‘rocks and stones’ and was in a critical condition in hospital (right)
when reported by Gadado on 21 August.

He was attacked when he got out of his car on his way to his plantation
in ‘Mentewha’ town, Finfinnee/Addis Ababa on 31 July.

Karayu Oromo attacked in Fentale, E Showa

‘Ambhara state security forces have crossed the border and launched an invasion in Fantale,
Karrayu- located in the northeastern part of Oromia.

There has been heavy fighting between Karrayyu Oromo civilians and Amhara security
forces which have encroached several kilometers into Oromia.” (OLA Statement, 26 August.
See p.30 for full statement.)

AMHARA REGION
Killings

Mohammed Jamal, in ‘Wollo’, was killed by government forces on 21 November 2020
Mohammed Usman,

Kabir Usman,

Umar Abdalla and

Mohammed Ali, in Artuma Fursi, Oromia Special Zone, were killed by government forces
on 18 November 2020.

Also killed in Artuma Fursi district, on 10 December, were:

Mohammed Hasan,

Fatuma Sultan and

Ahmed Garado (Gadado 23 May).

Gadado 23 May also listed the previously unreported Killing in 2021 of Mohammed Ahmed
in ‘Wollo’ on 12 February.



Among the names of those killed in March in Wollo were many known to have been killed in
Oromia Special Zone of Amhara Region in ethnic cleansing by Amhara militia to rid the area
of Oromo farmers in the days following 19 March (OSG Report 55, pp.9-12; Report 56, pp.7-
9). The Gadado report included 51 names of those killed ‘between 20-27 March’ in Bate,
Nanoftu, Wesen Qurqur, and ‘Makana’ and the victims of the mob attack in the grounds of
Showa Robit hospital, which had been recorded by OSG.
In the resurgence of violence in Oromia Special Zone which lasted about a week starting 14
April (OSG Report 56, pp.8-9), few of the dead were named by OSG. Gadado named the
following who were killed just before and during the attacks.
Adam Wondimu, Bate, 10 April

In Artuma Furse, on 14 April:

Isma’el

In Artuma Furse 15 April:
Nura Adamu Ahmed Hasanu
Mohammed Indiro Ahmed Kilkila
Usman Ahmed Mohammed Umar
Asoli Sultan Umar Adam Uluki

In Ataye town on 15 April:
Ahmed Hussein Abdalla Mohammed Ali Suta
Ahmed Ibrahim Umar Moti Mohamme
Ahmed Ababa

In Makana on 20 April:
Muhe Umar Boji Adam Mohammed Jamal
Mohammed Ahmed Saada Mohammed Ali
Indiris Abdu Mekonen Hafiza Mohammed Ahmed

Anwar Mohammed Ali

Addis Standard 16 June wrote of the continued desolation and massive internal displacement
which continued after the establishment of a Military Command Post to cover Oromia
Special Zone, N Showa and S Wollo on 18 April.

After the ethnic cleansing of Oromo farmers from Ataye and the districts of Jille Dhuguma
and Artuma Fursi in Oromia Special Zone, there is no appetite for return. Ataye is described
as a ghost town, ‘deserted with few or no remaining inhabitants’.

The article re-iterated UN reports that 358,000 were displaced from N Showa and Oromia
Special Zone and were in ‘dire need of food, shelter, non-food items, water and healthcare
services’.

Many displaced live in tents in towns like Senbete, with little, if any, assistance.

A rehabilitation committee coordinator from Oromia Special Zone was quoted ‘Despite the
area being under command post, we are living in torrential fear.’

Oromo teacher, Dereje Gerba (left), Gosa
Jirata village, Debat district, N Gonder, was
killed by Fano, an Amhara supremacist youth
group, on 13 August (Gadado 21 August).

Oromo student in Bahar Dar, Tadele Tebebu
(right) was killed by Amhara vigilantes on
14 August (Gadado 21 August).
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EASTERN OROMIA
Killings

Kadir Abdi, from Ciro, W Hararge, was killed on 1 July 2020, two days after Hachalu
Hundessa’s assassination (Gadado 23 May).

In the same report were Killings in East Hararge:

Fu’ad Abdulkarim, Facatu

Shadi Ibrahim, Weter, and

Jamal Abdi, 12" grade student, were killed in Dhangago, on 17 July 2020
Abdi Safi and

Munira Ziyado were killed in Kombolcha, on 18 July 2020.

Museba Xaha, Haromaya, E Hararge, was killed by government forces on 2 September
2020.

Nasir Sultan Aman and

Muzayim Ibrahim from Robe, Bale, were killed on 5 September.

Dudeysi Kalil, Ciro, W Hararge, was killed on 6 September.

Hamza Gutama, Dire Dawa, E Hararge, was killed on 8 September.

Jawar Abdusal Mume, Kombolcha, E Hararge, killed 11 September.

Fami Ahmed, Haromaya, E Hararge, killed 16 September.

Umara Jamal, Dire Dawa, E Hararge, killed 21 September.

Abdi Nuro, Haromaya, E Hararge, killed 3 October.

Awol Abduro, Robe, Bale, killed 11 October.

Jamal Adam, Machara, W Hararge, killed 23 October

Abdusalem Abdalla, Awaday, E Hararge, killed 18 November

Obsa Mohammed, Awady, E Hararge, killed 19 November

Shaban Abdalla, Dire Dawa, E Hararge, killed 21 November 2020 (Gadado 23 May).

Another Oromo killed in the attack when government soldiers fired on a group of Oromo in
Awaday, E Hararge, on 25 November 2020 (see OSG Report 55, p.12) was named Abdi by
Gadado on 23 May.

The killings continued through to at least April 2021, according to the 23 May report:
Obsa Umare, Doba, W Hararge, 2 December

Abdi Yusuf, Deder, E Hararge, 25 December

In 2021:

Kadir Yunis, Harar, E Hararge, 3 January

Tolasa Hayu Yadata, Gindir, Bale, 14 April (also reported 20 April)

Detention

A whole family in Daro Labu district, W Hararge, were detained on 30 July.

Hadiya Hasan, her husband Mohammed Jundi and their two sons Wabsa’a and Kedir were
imprisoned.

The parents and one of the sons are shown at the top of the next page.
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WESTERN OROMIA

Communication blackout in Qellem and West Wallega zones;
Sergent Ebro Usen accused of atrocities

The Gadado network reported on 21 August that internet and telephone services to two
zones, Qellem (SW Wallega) and West Wallega, had been withdrawn since 13 August.
‘Most services, including banks, telephones and transportation are blocked by the
government.’

‘It is the implementation of . . . to kill the fish, dry the ocean’ (see p.1).

Gadado also corroborated and provided more information about Sergeant Ebro ‘Usen’
(named Sgt. Nebro by Gadado and Ebro Usen by W Wallega human rights defenders), the
military commander known for his personal execution of unarmed civilians in W Wallega
(see OSG Report 56, p.15).

Local reporters informed Gadado that Ebro Usen, originally from Hararge, personally
killed 96 people in 33 kebeles in Guliso district alone . . . . He has burnt down 170 farms
and ‘cut off the hands and feet of an unknown number of people in Yubdo district, W
Wallega.’

Killings

The majority of more than 500 killings reported by Gadado on 23 May occurred in Western
Oromia. In all, Report 57 adds 86 to the known killings in 2020 in Western Oromia and 72 to
known killings so far in 2021. OSG has now documented 924 killings in W Oromia, 186 in
2018/2019, 542 in 2020 and 196 so far in 2021.

The astonishing numbers killed in 2020 and the resulting change in demography of towns like
Nekemte and Ambo, as youngsters fled the countryside, can only indicate an orchestrated
campaign to eliminate Qeerroo and OLF supporters.

Tamirat Hanbisa, Boji, W Wallega, killed by government security forces on 5 July 2020, a
few days after Hachalu Hundessa’s assassination.

Sabik Abdi Shugut, Danbi, Jimma zone, killed by government forces on 31 August 2020.
Taganye Tafara Ittafa, from Hawa Galan, and

Fikadu Rafeera, from Yamalogi Walal, in Qellem, Wallega, killed on 3 September 2020.
Sharif Eebbee, Bedele, Illubabor, killed on 9 September.

Lamessa Itana, Begi, W Wallega, killed on 11 September.

Ebisa Wadajo, Mana Sibu, W Wallega, and
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Daniel Dabala and

Binyam Shuma, from Canga, Qellem, Wallega killed on 20 September.

Ahmed Kadir, Darimu, Illubabor, killed 21 September.

Mesfin Mamo, Gimbi, Killed 24 September, was named only as ‘Mesfin’ in OSG Report 54
(p.16), where he was described as having a learning disability but managing to survive after
the death of his parents, being no threat to anyone.

Abdulatif, Limu, Jimma zone, killed 21 September

Shamsu Sharif, Buno Bedele, Illubabor, killed 17 October

Mulugeta Urgeesa, killed by government forces in Ebantu, E Wallega, at an unspecified
date in October 2020 (Gadado 23 May).

The killing of five Qeerroo members in Nekemte on 23 October 2020 was reported by
OSG (Report 54, p.17; Report 55, p.14). Full names of the victims were given by Gadado on
23 May:

Ragu’el Hailu

Isiyaq Zelalem

Seifu Kedir

Henok Yohanis (father’s name previously unknown)

Robel Shifara (previously named Falmata or Abiti).

Milkessa Dabala, Dembi Dollo, SW Wallega, killed 26 October
Ristu Tasfa, Hawa Galan, SW Wallega, Killed 26 October

Bona Tamiru, Guliso, W Wallega, Kkilled 29 October

Ifa Galata, Ebantu, E Wallega, killed 31 October

Ayana Wagqgari, Qage, SW Wallega, killed 1 November

Toluma Biranu, Dembi Dollo, SW Wallega, killed 1 November
Million Morka, Harato, Horo Guduru, E Wallega, killed 2 November
Samuel Saqgata, Boji, W Wallega, killed 3 November

Takilu Bagala, Sayo, SW Wallega, killed 9 November

Matiyos Banti and

Carasa Horiya from Gimbi, W Wallega, killed 10 November
Shango Amanu and

Ermias Olani, Amaru, Horo Guduru, E Wallega, killed 10 November
Mamush Caali, Babo Gambel, W Wallega, Kkilled 14 November
Kafale Ayale and

Mange Ayala, Amaru, Horo Guduru, E Wallega, killed 15 November
Ingabu, Anfilo, SW Wallega, killed 15 November

Dirriba (a teacher), Qage, SW Wallega, killed 15 November

Samuel Waqgari, Boji, W Wallega, killed 15 November

Dabala Tarafu, Boji, W Wallega, killed 16 November

Lamessa Kabada, Ebantu, E Wallega, killed 17 November

Pipo, Dembi Dollo, SW Wallega, killed 18 November

Ifera Yadata, Guliso, W Wallega, Kkilled 18 November

Mohammed Abdo,

Kadir Ali,

Abba Falmata and

Mohammed Rashid, Buno Bedele, IlIbabor, killed 19 November

Ali Jamal was killed in Buno Bedele on 20 November

Boracha Gada,

Kadir Ibrahim and
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Mohammed Abdalla, Buno Bedele, Illubabor, killed 21 November

Jamalo Gudina,

Rashid Ali and

Jibril, Begi, W Wallega, killed 21 November

Galib Abba Shambi, Jimma, killed 22 November

Moti Kabada, Lalo Asebi, W Wallega, killed 25 November

Engineer Miratu, Dembi Dollo, SW Wallega, killed 25 November

Moti Fikiru, Gimbi, W Wallega, killed 25 November

Hasan Ahmed Ali

Yosef Kumi and

Ganama Hussein, Sibu, W Wallega, killed 25 November 2020

The killing of Sura Marqos and Imane Garoma in Guliso, W Wallega, on 25 November
was reported by OSG in Report 56 (p.11) but not accurately dated. (Gadado 23 May).

Gadado 23 May also reported the following from Amuru, Horo Guduru, E Wallega, were
killed at an unspecified date in November 2020:

Abbush Gudata

Busha Dereje

Mengistu Ayala

Gadado 23 May listed the following as killings continued in W Oromia:
Temesgen Xaso,

Yonas Wasu,

Nagara Kukaba and

Wonde Abdata, Sayo Nole, W Wallega, on 26 November
Gamachu Ayana, Homa, W Wallega, 26 November

Elias Bulcha, Ganji, W Wallega, 27 November

Gutu Tasfaye, Guliso, W Wallega, 29 November

Solomon Figadu, Boji Cogorsa, W Wallega, 1 December

Dani Fiqiru,

Eebba Fiqiru,

Isaaq Indalu,

Abdush Daraje and

Ermias Hanbisa, Bonaya Asabi, W Wallega, 2 December

Bona Tasfaye, Dembi Dollo, SW Wallega, 5 December

Qano Katama, Qebe, SW Wallega, 8 December

Garama Abdana, Horro, Horo Guduru, E Wallega, 10 December
Wagshume Bayana, Amuru, Horo Guduru, E Wallega, 14 December
Solomon Biru, Guliso, W Wallega, 14 December

Joro Gabisa, Guliso, W Wallega, 15 December

Mose Figadu and

Abdata Hailu, ‘E Wallega’, 16 December

Sanbata Fole, Guliso, W Wallega, 20 December

Tamana Siriga, Qiltu Kara, W Wallega, 21 December

Biru Mosisa and

Wande, Amuru, Horo Guduru, E Wallega, 27 December

Lalisa Asafa, Genji, W Wallega, 28 December

Guduru Diriba, Guduru, Horo Guduru, E Wallega, 29 December
Fayisa Abate Abdisa and

Paulos Imana, Boji Dirmaji, W Wallega, 31 December
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The killings in Western Oromia, especially in Wallega, continued in 2021 (Gadado 23 May):
Dereje Garoma Teso, Galila, E Wallega, 1 January 2021
Seven were Killed in Guliso, W Wallega, on 2 January

Dereje Garba Araga Badhasa
Wondimu Garba (brothers) Abba Kedir
Abba Alamudin Ahmed Hussein
Abba Momina

Lalisa Tashoma, Limu, E Wallega, 5 January

Garamu Biyara and

Meti Biyara (brothers), Harato, Horo Guduru, E Wallega, 10 January
Ali Mohammed, Cawaga, Bedele, Illubabor, 24 January

Barisa Imamu, Hawa Galan, SW Wallega, 29 January

Getane Baqala, Gida Ayana, E Wallega, 1 February

Abraham Getachew, Wabara, SW Wallega, 2 February

Biranu Tasfaye, Abee Dongoro, Horo Guduru, E Wallega, 1 March
Ifa Qana, Sayo, SW Wallega, 7 March

Marama, W Wallega, 11 March

Idosa, Aira, W Wallega, 20 March

Obsa Gudata and

Doso Mirkana, Gudaya Bila, E Wallega, 21 March

Gamachu Mosisa, Jadega Jate, Horo Guduru, E Wallega, 22 March.

The killing of Gutu Qalbesa Di’esa in Chalia 01, Guliso, W Wallega, on 24 March was
reported by OSG (Report 56, p.13). Gadado 23 May reported the following five were also
killed in Guliso that day:

Lati Xuruna Ayana Bale
Bari Ejere Kulkula
Leensa Ayana

Further Killings were reported by Gadado on 23 May:

Addisu Adaba,

Kaba Dheresa and

Bagala Inango, Gida Ayana, E Wallega, 10 April

Bekuma Qana’a, Gimbi, W Wallega, 10 April

Dima Jofe,

Bore Marga and

Malasu, Jadega Jate, Horo Guduru, E Wallega, 17 April

Abdi Mako, Guliso, W Wallega, 19 April

Balay Xiqi,

Bane Nagare,

Gutu Carana,

Biranu Tolasa and

Cimdesa Xafa, Jimma Rare, Horo Guduru, E Wallega, 19 April
Qajela Tasisa, Dembi Dollo, SW Wallega, 25 April

Sadig Maco and

Jafar Dangala, Qondala, W Wallega, 25 April

Wagjira Badhasa, Guduru Dadu, Horo Guduru, E Wallega, 26 April
Lamessa Hundara, Amuru, Horo Guduru, E Wallega, 28 April
Ahmed Hora, Jimma Horo, SW Wallega, 29 April
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lyasu Icho, Guliso, W Wallega, 30 April

Ibrahim Aba Diga, Mana, Jimma zone, 30 April
Desalegne, Dembi Dollo, SW Wallega, 1 May

Bagala Labata, Sayo, SW Wallega, 2 May

Umata Wirtu, Sayo, SW Wallega, 3 May

Girma Oljira, Qiltu Kara, W Wallega, 5 May

Teso Alamayo and

Wasi Wakshum, Mana Sibu, W Wallega, 7 May

Teshale Nuguse, Amuru, Horo Guduru, E Wallega, 9 May
Siraj Fida, Dembi Dollo, SW Wallega, 10 May.

Details surrounding the public execution of Amanuel Wondimu in
Dembi Dollo, Qellem (SW Wallega) on 11 May, were published by Addis
Standard on 22 May. Amanuel was accused of belonging to Abba Torbe
and his interrogation by soldiers of Oromia Special Forces (OSF) was
posted on Facebook by the communication bureau of Dembi Dollo city on
the day they killed him. He was paraded, bloodied and battered, around
Dembi Dollo while being made to chant ‘T am a member of Abba Torbe.
Don’t do what I did. Learn from me.’

Shortly after his public execution at a traffic roundabout in Dembi Dollo,
the city administration announced he had been executed because of his
membership of the fictitious group, which is claimed to have operated under ‘Shane’, another
invention of the government with implications of OLF.

Amanuel’s family erected a marquee to accommodate mourners but were told to take it down
by the Mayor and four OSF soldiers, who threatened to burn the house down otherwise.
Later, security forces arrived in four patrol cars and took about 38 mourners and family
members into custody. Everyone was ‘either beaten or arrested’. Elderly relatives, a person
with mental illness and children, including Amanuel’s six year-old sister, were taken to
Dembi Dollo police station, where their ID cards and cellphones were confiscated. Most were
released after a few hours, but three relatives, including Amanuel’s father, Wondimu Kebede,
remained in detention at the time of the report.

Gemechis Melaku (right) was taken from his parents’ home in Boji
Dirmaji, W Wallega, on 16 May, by government soldiers and Killed. His
body was thrown in the forest, from where he was collected and buried
next day. After the burial was completed, soldiers ordered his family to
open the grave and retrieve the coffin. Gemechis’ family were weeping as
they did this. ‘The soldiers took out the body and threw it aside. Then
they forced the mother to sit on the coffin. They made a show of taking
a picture of her.” (Gadado 11 July)

Gadado reported on 23 May that three prisoners (unnamed) in the sugar factory at Fincha’a,
Horo Guduru, E Wallega, were shot and killed by local police on 18 May 2021.

Abebe Jirata, a teacher and father of five, was taken from his home in Marache Wadabo,

Gimbi, W Wallega, with his wife Senayit Tafese and placed in custody on 24 May. Abebe
was killed and his body thrown in the forest (Ayyaantuu 12 June).
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v Bigila Amanu, a ‘very young boy’ (left), Lalo
~ Asebi, W Wallega, was chased by Oromia

Special Forces, shot and captured. He was

. brought before his parents and publicly

executed on 1 June (Gadado 11 July).

The killing of Marga Solomon, Grade 8

student and Orthodox Church Deacon (right),

¢~ directly followed Bigila’s killing in the report

and he is believed to have been killed around

the same time in Lalo Asebi.

Ayyaantuu News, 12 June, reported the murder of Margaa Admasu
Gute (right and below right), a 17 year-old, at his parental home in
Gimbi, W Wallega on 8 June. Security forces, comprised of federal
troops and Oromia and Amhara Special Forces, surrounded his
father’s and other houses in Lalisa Sariti at 10.00 AM and began
beating the occupants.

The beatings continued throughout and after the shooting dead of
Margaa, who was picking mangoes up in his father’s tree. The soldiers
killed Margaa with nine bullets before cutting off his hands and feet
in front of his family. His mother and father were tied together to
witness this. When people came in response to hearing gunfire, they were
beaten away while soldiers took photographs of their dismembered victim.

A horrific video clip, lasting 29 seconds, was posted on Facebook on 12 June,
depicting the semi-naked body of a young man with a disfigured face and
head being dragged by his bound feet along a metalled road in Jimma zone.
He was surrounded by a well-dressed crowd of youngsters, many young teenagers, who took
occasional kicks at the body while chanting loudly and continuously in Amharic ‘Shane
looters/thieves’. Shane is a slang term used by government supporters for the OLF (until
recently a legal political party). The young man was killed by government forces before
being dragged through the streets by an Amhara crowd.

Andualem Tameru (left), a Grade 12 student in Metu, Illubabor, was
killed by ‘military forces’ on 16 July (Gadado 30 July).

Three prisoners in Nejo, W Wallega, were taken out and killed on 17
July. Their bodies were left out at night and were partly devoured by
hyenas so it was not possible to recognise or name them (Gadado 30

— = July). ™
Game Mosisa (right), a young health ' ﬁ .
professional working at Nekemte hospital, &

E Wallega, was abducted and disappeared
on 1 August, one day after his wedding.
He was summarily executed and his
body was found around the Sorga river
on 3 August.
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Gadado 21 August named Taye Dandena and Arega Ketata as two
leaders of an organised ‘killer squad’ operating in Oromia and accused
them and men under their command of the killing of Jiregna Gutu
(shown left, in life, and below, in death) in Nekemte, E Wallega, on 11
August.

Rape

m The young boy pictured left with OLA fighters is Melkamu Fekede Abdissa. He
was in his family home in Kiramu town. E Wallega on 25 May when Oromia
Special Force police entered his home and attempted to overpower and rape his
mother. Melkamu seized one of their guns and ran to the bush to join OLA.

Detention

district, Illubabor, were bound and beaten in public by
government soldiers before being taken away to detention on 1
July. They include Nasir Saed from Harage, Dachas Aba Taka
and another unnamed man who runs the coffee plant with
Dachas.

ol

Homes of suspected Qeerroo, OLF or OLA supporters are
still being burnt. This home in Yambal Gara, Nejo district,
W Wallega, was destroyed by government security forces
on 21 May.

Gadado 11 July included references to sources in Oromia on 29 May and to BBC Afaan
Oromo reports on 30 May and 7 June regarding the sacking and theft of property by Eritrean
troops. Eritrean forces are deployed in seven zones in Oromia - E Wallega, Horo Guduru,
W Wallega, Qellem (SW) Wallega, N Showa, Borana, and Guiji.

Residents of Horo Guduru zone in Eastern Wallega told the BBC that Eritrean soldiers were
based in Fincha’a sugar factory, the 4™ Camp at Abay Chomen.

‘They are beating residents, stealing or breaking mobile phones, arresting people from their
homes for no reason and putting them in prison.. . . . Because the Eritrean soldiers do not
understand the language, they indiscriminately beat and arrest people without proper
communication.’

Namomsa Hatahu, his wife Yashii Dasale and their one year-old baby were detained after
being beaten.

Residents of Horo Guduru told the BBC that Eritrean forces were recently deployed there and
were ‘beating and detaining at random and robbing in a manner never seen before’.
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Gadado 11 July also reported that retreating Eritrean soldiers, after engaging with OLA
fighters, burned down the houses of nine families in Kutala Haro in Nejo district, W
Wallega, on 13 June.

The Oromo Liberation Army stated on 26 August that well-trained Amhara Region militia
had been agitating Amhara farmers, who had been settled by the Derg in E Wallega, and
increasing their hostility against Oromo farmers in the area for the last year.

The area of E Wallega between Nekemte and the Blue Nile, the official border with Amhara
Region, was claimed by Amhara militia as ‘ancestral land’.

On 15 April ‘armed Ambharas drove out Oromo farmers and burned their crops in a place
called Mender 10 (also known as Lalistu Angar). The extent of the fires was large enough to
be caught on satellite which shows over 3000 hectares of farmland being burned as well as
homes.’

OLA wrote that Amhara militia, reinforced with non-uniformed combatants, had also
attacked the towns of Agamsa and Kiramu, further north in E Wallega, in April, killing 13
civilians, destroying 47 homes and 18 other buildings. Posters displayed in Gutin town
ordered Oromo out of the ‘ancestral home of the Amharas’.

Local administrators complained but Oromia Special Forces merely looked on, because they
shared with the militia a common enemy, the Oromo Liberation Army (OLA).

However, when Amhara militia killed four Oromia Special Force members, the OSF drove
Ambhara settlers and militia out of Mender 10 and Kiramu. They then ‘remained dormant’
until 13 August, the day after Oromia Special Forces (OSF) left the area.

A large contingent of armed Amhara men in civilian clothes, previously evicted by OSF, left
their families back in Amhara Region, crossed the Blue Nile to arrive in Kiramu, Agamsa,
Haro, Sire Doro and Amuru.

‘Since then they have been active throughout the area, driving people out of their homes and
burning the houses down. For example, in Lalistu Sombo (near Kiramu), they burned down
18 [sic.- there are 15 named and 2 unnamed] homes belonging to the following individuals
plus two others whose names are currently unknown’. The properties in Gida Ayana and
Kiramu district which were destroyed by armed Amhara were also reported by Gadado on
21 August:

Households headed by the following were razed in Sirbe village in August:

Gudeta Jabessa

Gamachis (or Gamachu) Jabessa (brothers)

Figadu Gemechu

Fegede Gemechu

Shaga Gemechu (brothers)

Babe Gabule

Damasha Girsho

Households belonging to the families of ten men, including the following eight, in Chancho
village were also destroyed:

Lami Jabessa

Wago Jabessa

Ketema Jabessa (brothers)

Badhasa Nagari

Buku Galata

Marga Abuye

Temesgen Abuye

Hordofa Abuye (brothers)

19


https://ayyaantuu.org/english/deutsche-welle-amharic-media-coverage-is-biased-against-ola/

The Amhara fighters were armed with heavy weapons; not just AK-47s but with ‘DShK
(Dishkas) and Dragunov snipers’.

When OLA fighters arrived, they came under fire and retaliated. OLA drove the assailants
out of Kiramu.

‘That same day, in Sire Doro, these newly arrived fighters slit the throats of 7 Oromo
civilians accusing them of passing information to OLA forces. It took several
engagements with these forces to drive them out of Sire Doro, Agamsa, and Amuru.’

These engagements were the basis of claims of attacks on Amhara civilians by OLA made by
the Amhara Association of America, National Association of Amhara, Ethiopian Human
Rights Commission and Deutche Welle Amharic Programme.

Further south, following a clash with OLA in Uke Karsa and Horo Aleltu, retreating
combined Federal and Amhara region forces, severely beat random young men, killing
three in Uke Karsa.

OLA wrote that over 100 homes have been burned by Amhara militia in this district of E
Wallega, ‘to intimidate them into leaving the area’.

BENISHANGUL-GUMUZ REGION
Killings

Four Oromo in Metekel zone, including three brothers, were killed by government forces on
14 November 2020 (Gadado 23 May):

Netsanet Desalegne

Abara Ragasa

Hailu Ragasa

Namara Ragasa

The following were killed in Metekel zone on 4 March 2021 (Gadado 23 May):
Taresa Ayana

Yohanis Taresa (his son)
Habtamu Waqgari
Malase Habtamu (his son)
Mengistu Fayisa

Informants in Metekel and USA reported the killing of Teshome
Nuqus Duressa (right), 46, a well-known Oromo activist and
teacher in Metekel. He was taken from his home in Gipho kebele,
Dibate district, by government soldiers at night and killed on 16
June. He was accused of supporting OLA.

Three Oromo women and a baby from Chancho kebele, Metekel zone, were killed by
Ambhara Special Forces on 19 June, according to a report from the same informants in
Metekel and USA:

Addisee Haile 45

Burtukan Olana 21 and her baby

Darartu Roba 16

They were killed when walking to market because ‘the Amharas
want Oromos to leave Cancho kebele’. Darartu’s body is shown
above right. According to Gadado 11 July, the women were killed
by Eritrean soldiers.

20



SOUTHERN OROMIA
Killings

Abduba Kotola, Arero Goro, Borana zone, was killed by government forces on 15
November 2020,

Figadu Badacha, ‘Guji’, killed 7 March 2021

Mando Qabesa Cacu,

Midhaga Kadir and

Safayi Boru Waqo, ‘Guji’, killed 24 March

Demise Nagasa,

Malicha Guye and

Kotola Kuresa, Goro Dola, Guiji, killed 24 April (Gadado 23 May).

Two were killed and one critically injured when government soldiers opened fire on
residents of Calbessa, Galana district, W Guiji, on 23 May.

Badhasa Nunu and

Ms Elfinesh Edema were Killed,

Ms Bedhatu Ejersa was severely injured (Gadado 11 July).

Parents of OLA fighters or Qeerroo members have recently been targeted for killing
according to Gadado 30 July.

; . m Respected elder Wako Jilo (left), Wadara district, E Guji, was killed
during the night of 20 July. He had been detained for two months
before being killed by security forces.

- Adunya Amante, Gindeberet, E Showa was killed for the same reason -
being a parent of a Qeerroo or OLF member (p.6)

Sora Wagqo, Assistant Administrator of Peace in Borana zone (below
left) in Moyale town, was Killed by government soldiers on 26 July
(Gadado 21 August).

Bajaga Jirma, a renowned Oromo traditional teacher (right)
in Tullu Farda town, Dire district, Borana zone, was Killed
by government soldiers on 31 July.

Displacement

The public execution of Galgalo Wako, a youth from Miyo district,

Borana zone, by the District Governor on 16 May was reported by

OSG (Report 56, p.25).

| Gadado reported on 11 July that over 300 Oromo left Miyo district in
the aftermath of that execution.

Wako’s mother (left), speaking from the relative safety of Kenya,

told Gadado ‘The Ethiopian government killed my son and stopped

me taking his body and holding a proper burial. Vultures ate my

son’s dead body. They threatened to kill my entire family so I fled to

Kenya with 300 residents of my town.’
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Destruction of forest; burning of homes

Several hectares of forest in Guji zone (below right) were wantonly destroyed on 31 July
(Gadado 21 August).

The scorched earth policy of
government forces continues
in Guji zone (left and below
right). ‘They believe they can
burn away Oromummaa’
(Gadado 21 August).

To deny support to the Oromo
Liberation Army, government
soldiers ‘keep burning Borana
huts and livestock [rlght in the ashes of the hut] in E Guji
zone on 3 August. This happens on a daily basis.” (Gadado
21 August)

Detention

Gadado 30 July reported a wave of arrests in Elwaye town, Borana zone, on 8 July, including
students:

Dhenge Halake Boru

Dhiba Guyo Jabessa

Wago Liban Buya
and farmers:

Charfi Arero Golicha Guyo Tadhi Guyo

Liban Jarso Guyo Halake Tukuru

Dhiba Jarso Qalo Tadhi Salo Dida

Chari Doyo Dhadhacha Dhenge Wariyo Boru Huga
Tura Wariyo Gobu Jilo Areri

f = 4 Chifa Malo (left) was taken by security forces from his home in Bule
Hora town, W Guji, on 2 August, to an unknown location (Gadado 21

PRESS

On 15 July, the Committee to Protect Journalists reported the suspension of the licence of the
news website Addis Standard, prompting its closure that day. CPJ wrote that the website
version of the magazine had continued after the 5 year-old print magazine ceased publication
in 2016 and was ‘an important source of critical reporting and commentary on Ethiopia.’

It was government restrictions which led printers to refuse to publish Addis Standard in 2016
and the Ethiopia Media Authority which suspended the licence of the magazine’s website
publisher JAKENN Publishing p.l.c.
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The editor of Addis Standard, Medihane Ekubamichael, was detained in 2020 and held
without charge for several weeks. Only unspecified accusations of ‘legitimising terrorist
groups’ were made by the deputy Director-General of the Media Authority, Yonatan Tesfaye.
No specific reasons were given for the licence suspension.

CONSCRIPTION OF BOYS AND PRISONERS

Oromo boys, some as young as 12 or 13, are being rounded up and coerced into joining the
Ethiopian security forces to support its wars in Tigray, Benishangul-Gumuz, Amhara and
Oromia regions. Gadado reported on 30 July that underage children were being sent for a few
days training before being sent to the battlefronts from Showa, Bale and Hararge. The
youngsters pictured below were rounded up in West Hararge and sent to a training camp on
25 July. Gadado wrote ‘Some of them are being forced. Some are given false hope.’
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On Saturday 21 August, Gadado reported that convicts in Dalati prison, Finfinnee/Addis
Ababa, who were under 30 years old, were taken in two loaded trucks to a military training
camp on 24 July.

UNPO CONFERENCE AT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT:
ABUSES IN OTHER REGIONS

The Greens/European Free Alliance of the European Parliament and the Unrepresented
Nations and Peoples Organisation (UNPO) hosted a webinar on 1 July 2021. A report of the
meeting is on the UNPO website. ‘Electoral Debrief: A dialogue with civil society
community representatives on the recent Ethiopian elections’. Representatives of the Amhara,
Agew, Benishangul, Ogadeni, Oromo, Kemant, Sidama, Tigray, Gambella and other
communities spoke of their experiences of abuse, especially electoral abuse, in Ethiopia.

Admassu Tsegaye Tessema, Agaw Human Rights Advocacy Group, spoke of the Agaw
ruling under the Zagwe Dynasty from 10" century to 1270. Mostly Christian, Agaw speakers
represent only 3.2% of Amhara Region (20 million) but up to 33% may identify as Agaw.
Discrimination. displacement, detention and death has led many to hide their identity. The
Agaw National Congress Party (Shengo) was prevented from holding a single public meeting
and denied access to media before the election.

Constituents were instructed to vote for the government party or be subject to denial of
fertiliser or extortionate taxation. They were warned that CCTV would record their vote ‘for
execution’. Government employees were simply ordered to vote for the Prosperity Party.
Shengo party offices were ransacked and its leaders imprisoned. The party chairman survived
two assassination attempts.

Two election candidates, both party executive committee members, fled to Sudan in June and
claimed asylum. Three other candidates disappeared in detention.
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Nine out of 15 Shengo executive committee members were detained from March to
September 2020 after attempting to hold a meeting in Injibara, Awi zone.

Ob. Admassu claimed that the Amhara Region government had a ‘strategic plan to eradicate
the Agaw and Kemant people in the area to take over their rich heritage and lands. For
example, the government has engaged in intensive settlement in the Agaw Awi areas. So far,
it has settled more than 60,000 people in Jawi, about 10,000 people in Zigam, and more than
6,000 people in Ayo. . ..

... The displaced Agaws are currently homeless and jobless.’

Tewodros Tirfe, Amhara Association of America, claimed a ‘series of massacres’ were
perpetrated against Amharas living in Oromia, Benishangul-Gumuz and Tigray Regions, as
well as in Amhara Region and these were perpetrated mainly by non-state actors. Two
thousand Amharas were Killed in targeted attacks over the last year, he said. Hundreds of
thousands were displaced following these.

The National Movement of Amhara was prevented from holding protests against massacres
and from holding political rallies. It was declared an ‘enemy of the state’ in Oromia. One
candidate in Benishangul-Gumuz Region was Killed in April and its campaign activities
suspended in the region. ‘Multiple’ university students were killed in May after refusing to
take part in a Prosperity Party rally.

Voter registration was restricted for suspected supporters of opposition parties and the
hundreds of thousands of displaced Amharas were disenfranchised. Threats and the seizure of
voting cards and ballots from polling stations were reported. Balderas party leader Eskinder
Nega remains in detention since July 2020.

Ibrahim Alkhanagy, Benishangul Human Rights Foundation, explained that the six million
in fertile, mineral rich Benishangul consisted mainly of four tribes - Berta, Gomuz, Kumo
and Mao. Subjected to slavery, genocide, ethnic cleansing, forced migration and expulsion
from their own land by ‘Abyssinians’, free and fair elections were ‘just a nice dream we
never had’. All ‘our parties, politicians and community leaders are either buried in mass
graves, detained or - the luckiest - escaped in exile. This fulfilled the regime’s aim to empty
the land with no citizens because what they want are our lands and wealthy national resources
but not us.’

All ‘electoral participants and observers’ were detained while Prosperity Party cadres filled
the ballot boxes ‘in favour of themselves before the vote started. This happened in Kurmuk,
Surquli, Mengi and Abdulu districts.’

In Awoda district and in the whole zones of Metekel and Kamashi there was no election ‘as
Abiy’s army was killing our people . . . all the participants were in jail.” In Asosa, ‘they
declared they were running out of voting papers when they discovered that people were
voting for PP opponents.’

Okok Okok, Southwest Indigenous People Humanitarian Organisation, represents over
24 repressed minority peoples in southwest Ethiopia, who are politically represented by the
Gambella Peoples Liberation Movement. He reported genocide and ethnic cleansing, voter
registration fraud, handling of ballot boxes by government party members, restriction of
voting cards for suspected opposition supporters and stuffing of ballot boxes by government
party members. Indigenous people were denied cards but highland settlers, ‘refugees for the
Prosperity Party’, were able to vote. Killings had occurred but no details were given.

Zakariye Abdulaahi Hassan, a journalist and human rights defender from the Somali Region,
said that although the population of the Ogaden was officially only five million, it is about
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eight million. He reported fraudulent voter registration, restriction of voting cards in
opposition areas. forgery of voting cards, stuffing of ballot boxes and the arrest of ‘countless
individuals’ belonging to opposition political parties. The election in Somali Region was
postponed until September. Even if other problems are sorted out, nomadic people will be
unable to vote if they are only allowed to do so in their birthplace, which they may only
access for a short period in their yearly cycle. Although the Ogaden is currently peaceful,
citizens are not confident this will last.

Seenaa Jimjimo, Oromo Legacy Leadership and Advocacy Association, spoke of the
sacrifice of over 5000 young Oromo which allowed PM Abiy Ahmed to take power;
promising democracy but delivering abuse and the killing of thousands. Underestimated and
under-reported, the Oromo are the largest group in Ethiopia and Oromia is rich in natural and
mineral resources. Addis Ababa was put in the centre of Oromia, displacing the Galan and
Abichu clans - now only gatekeepers to their fathers’ lands, if present at all.

Abiy Ahmed declared a state of emergency in Western Oromia within six months of coming
to power and began bombing Oromo civilians. Amnesty International documented in 2019
mass arrests, killings, burning of villages, torture and rape. Ethiopian Defence Forces were
silencing and killing Oromo then, long before the assassination of Hachalu Hundessa on 29
June 2020 and the November war on Tigray.

Now, over 50,000 Oromo are in prison, including Colombia and Stanford graduate and
American citizen Jawar Mohammed. The Ethiopian Human Rights Commission reported
arbitrary detention in poor conditions, torture, and police refusal of court orders to release
prisoners. They found detainees held without charge since last summer, including mothers
and children as young as five months.

Despite Oromia Region including 60% of Ethiopia’s population, not one Oromo opposition
party stood in the election. Voters’ cards were collected by police in Ambo. Government
observers forced voters to vote for the Prosperity Party in Shashemane.

Twenty Oromo communities agreed the day before the conference to make three demands
before holding an all-inclusive dialogue:

Ceasefire across Ethiopia, stop killing civilians

Remove federal, Amhara and Eritrean soldiers from Oromia

Release all political prisoners.

Abeba Teferi, Kemant Advocacy Group, spoke of the Kemant people who have maintained
their cultural identity within presently-named Amhara Region for about 6000 years. More
than 1.5 million identify as Kemant. Amhara region militia and armed youth groups, Fano or
Gobezaleqa, have led an organised campaign to ‘mutilate, castrate, impale, and rape the
Kemant people while the [Amhara Region] Special Forces used mechanized forms of

violence, ranging from machine guns to bombs.’

Thousands of Kemant people have been killed since 2015. Homes, churches, clinics,
‘Homes, churches, clinics, farms, and businesses are being farms, and businesses are
bombed and burned. Men and women are raped, burned, being bombed and
mutilated, and tortured publicly, and ashes are left where burned. Men and women
villages once existed.’ are raped, burned,
This campaign is to ‘wipe the Kemant from the earth’. Even | Mutilated, and tortured
in 2007, the Ethiopian Census failed to include the Kemant publicly, and ashes are
as a choice of ethnicity. Since then, the Kemant people went left where villages once
from being ‘merely oppressed to completely unrepresented.” | €XIsted. _

Abeba Teferi, Kemant

There was no representation at any level of government.

Advocacy Group.

The establishment of the Kemant Democratic Party, the first
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ever party of the people, ‘was met with swift and sustained resistance’ by the government.

In April, the town of Aykel, Chilga district, Gondar zone, ‘fell under siege by not just the
Ambhara Special Forces, but also the Ethiopian Federal Government, and now, Eritrean
troops. They have cut all tele-communication lines and internet, power, water, and public and
private transportation services. Without access to communications or utilities, it is
impossible to quantify the dead, the displaced, the wrongfully imprisoned, or the
wounded in need of medical attention.’

Government ‘forces will not even allow burials of the dead in these mass killings. At the end,
they closed most Kemant area voting locations as unsafe.’

‘As of today, the Kemant people face the dual existential threats of systemic government
oppression and ethnic cleansing. The acts of the current regime are antithetical to every basic
human right.’

Samuel Sikuarie Sakkuma, Sidama Diaspora Community, explained that being the fifth
largest nation in Ethiopia, at six million, the Sidama were the only group of that size without
a regional state. Ethiopia’s second largest earner of foreign currency, coffee, is grown there.
The Sidama have been treated as second class citizens since losing their self-rule in 1890,
despite their distinct culture and language.

The peaceful Ejjeetto movement for Sidama self-determination was met with lethal force.
More than 100 peacefully-demonstrating civilians were killed between June 2018 and July
2019. Thousands were arrested before a referendum on 20 November 2019, in which 98%
voted in favour, awarded the Sidama people with a separate regional state.

However, the longstanding Sidama Liberation Movement, which has been invested with
public backing for self-rule for decades, was absorbed into the government Prosperity Party
‘denying our people a solid option to choose from.’

Because of electoral malpractices and imprisonment of opposition politicians ‘our

country missed a great opportunity to make a successful transition from dictatorship to
democracy.’

He made similar demands to Seenaa Jimjimo about releasing political prisoners and an
inclusive dialogue, empathising the need for reconciliation and compromise in working
towards a ‘democratic, multi-national federal Ethiopian state that recognises the
interdependent and intertwined nature of the fate of our peoples.’

Meaza Gidey, Omna Tigray, spoke of the religious and ethnic diversity of the seven million
in Tigray Region. She described how the TPLF were the only one out of four regional parties
to refuse to join the Prosperity Party when Abiy Ahmed dissolved the EPRDF. Meaza gave
the background to the regional election which presaged the genocidal war on Tigray in
November 2020. She listed electoral and related abuses elsewhere and noted the irrelevance
of the June election to the population in Tigray.

“This war has caused over 2.2 million Tigrayans to be internally displaced and over 75,000
Tigrayans to flee to Sudan. According to the United Nation World Food Program, over 5.2
million Tigrayans are also at risk of starvation. Thus, Tigrayans were in no position to vote
during the national elections held on June 21, 2021.”

Urban politicians and the ‘ethnic Amhara camp’ are ‘committed to eventually dismantling the
existing multinational federal arrangement and replace it with the pre-1991 Amharised and
centralised state.’

Meaza concluded ‘To reach a national consensus, the international community must push for:
1. Verifiable immediate withdrawal of Eritrean and Amhara invading forces from Tigray

2. Cessation of all hostilities in Tigray and against Tigrayans across Ethiopia

3. Unfettered and unrestricted humanitarian access to Tigray
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4. Official restoration and recognition of Tigray’s elected leaders

5. Restoration of the federally cut off public infrastructure in Tigray including phone and
internet services

6. Independent, UN and UN only led investigation into war crimes and crimes against
humanity the people of Tigray have endured for the past 8 months.

7. The immediate release of all political prisoners in Ethiopia including those from Tigray
and

8. Unrestricted access for local and international media to all parts of Tigray.

ABUSE OF REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS
Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Libya, Switzerland and USA:
Discrimination and Hostility in Djibouti and Hargeisa

In response to pleading from imprisoned migrant workers in Saudi Arabia the OLF and OFC
issued a joint press release on 21 June in which the parties accused Ethiopian diplomatic
missions in Saudi Arabia and Yemen of ignoring migrants held in detention because they are
Oromo who are therefore deemed not to be supporters of the Ethiopian government.

Scores of thousands of Oromo and others from Ethiopia have been regularly deported from
Saudi Arabia in the past. Detention of large numbers of foreign workers began again in
March 2020, according to Amnesty International in its report for 2020.

Amnesty wrote that ‘the approximately 10 million migrant workers in Saudi Arabia
continued to be governed by the kafala (sponsorship) system, which gives employers
disproportionate powers over them and prevents them from leaving the country or changing
jobs without the permission of their employers, increasing their vulnerability to labour abuses
and exploitation’ all of which were exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic.

‘[TThousands of Ethiopian migrants, including pregnant women and children, were arbitrarily
detained in harsh conditions in at least five detention centres across the country. Detainees
said that they lacked adequate food, water, health care, sanitation facilities and clothes. Cells
were severely overcrowded and prisoners could not go outside. The specific needs of
pregnant and lactating women were not addressed. Newborn babies, infants and teenagers
were detained in the same dire conditions as adults.’

The organisation reported at least seven deaths of adult detainees and three babies. ‘Eight
detainees said they had experienced and witnessed beatings by guards and two reported
that guards had administered electric shocks as punishment.’

On 24 June, Oromia Global Forum reported that five infants had been taken from their
mothers held in a migrant detention centre in Jeddah. They were not found and reunited with
their mothers until 5 July.

Local informants, via contacts in Minnesota, reported that 25,000 had been deported to
Ethiopia in days leading up to 10 July. Several sources claimed that returnees were
detained on arrival if they were Tigrean and conscripted into the army if they were not.

On 14 August, OSG’s regional correspondent reported that seven breast-fed babies had
died in Saudi migrant detention centres within the last month. The correspondent
confirmed 43,000 deportations were sanctioned by the Ethiopian ambassador in July. The
ambassador said there were plans to remove 50,000 more but an estimate of the numbers by
one detainee, who himself spoke from a room with 356 others (see below) was even higher,
at 60,000.
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OSG’s correspondent said there were at least two detention centres in Riyadh and one in
Jeddah. The location of at least two other centres reported by Amnesty International is not
known.

OSG was sent a video clip taken inside a migrant detention centre in Riyadh on 7 August.
The detainee wrote previously ‘when we faced similar situation in 2016 they were deporting
us to Yemen, and that was somehow good, our people managed to enter the UN then.
However, the current situation has not been getting any solution.’

In his commentary to the 1 min. 45 sec. video, he said, in afaan Oromo ‘We are located in
Ulesha. Those that you see have been here for 9-11 months. Consistent with what we have
published on Facebook and what you see here, we have been here for all these months
without a change of clothes. Our situation is what you see here.

Wherever you are, please be our voices, please share, share . . .

Our embassy in Riyadh is not working at this time. The number of people detained here was
about 43,000 people. We are now about 60,000 detainees. Look at the dire situation of our
people here.

Yesterday, the Shurta police assaulted many detainees. They delivered three cartons of
biscuits for 356 people. It was not enough for everyone and there was pandemonium as
everyone tried to grab one.

We beg you to be our voices as our situation is worsening every day. You can find a one
year-old infant in this crowd.

We have been living here without even a change of clothes.

Please, please, share our message.

Our embassy in Riyadh is not functioning anymore. It is not helping us.’

The video, with subtitles, is currently available on the OSG Homepage.

Not only is the Embassy in Riyadh believed by the detainees to be impotent, the Ethiopian
Consulate in Jeddah is so inactive that it is thought to be closing, as evidenced by IA writing
from Jeddah on 23 August:

‘Our situation here is dire. We have information that the embassy [sic - consulate] in Jeddah,
which was serving citizens, is closing soon. However, authorities here continue to break
into houses and walk the streets to apprehend and detain our people. We are alarmed
that the embassy is closing while such violations are going on against us. This embassy
served not just Jeddah residents but residents of neighboring cities (Meca. Medina, Jizan,
etc.) as well.’

IA wrote about a mother forced to leave her two children in detention while delivering her
third in hospital, unable to see or phone, and others being prevented from flying back to
Ethiopia despite being willing and able to do so.

In Yemen, OSG’s regional correspondent reported on 14 August that the number of migrants
detained in a hangar in Sana’a had risen to the level it was in March, before the killing there
by Houthi militia of over 500 Oromo migrants (OSG Report 55, p.24; 56, p.25).

Over 700 were detained in the same Immigration and Passports Authority facility by April
(OSG Report 56, p.25), since when more have been crammed in. Despite this increase in the
number detained, UNHCR is no longer providing food for the detention facility.

The situation is becoming ‘daily worse’. Discrimination against migrants has worsened since
the 7 March atrocity.

About 300 survivors of the explosion, including those with burn injuries, were taken to Aden
and encouraged to go to the Salahadin area. This is hot, dry and isolated; without support.
OSG’s correspondent described their situation as ‘dire’.
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‘The refugees want to be able to go to a safe country.
They want families, forcibly separated between Sana’a and Aden, to be reunited.
Their primary immediate need is for food.’

Between 100,000 - 200,000 migrants arrived in Yemen in 2018 and again in 2019, according
to a joint report by the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor and SAM for Human
Rights and Liberties in January 2020. Scores of thousands attempt to cross into Saudi Arabia.
The organisations listed ten patterns of ‘grave violations’ against migrants in illegal detention
camps. ‘On arrival, migrants are subjected to torture, beatings, rape, extortion, food
deprivation and illegal detention by criminal gangs.’

Further west, refugees and migrants travelling through Libya fare no better. The UN news
bulletin, The New Humanitarian, wrote of migrant detention abuses in Libya on 24 June.
‘The EU-backed Libyan Coast Guard has intercepted more than 13,000 asylum seekers and
migrants at sea this year, preventing them from reaching Europe — already a greater number
than in all of 2020. Those intercepted are returned to Libya and sent to detention centres
where a well-documented cycle of extortion, torture, gender-based violence, and trafficking
has been taking place for years.

Following reports this week of minors being sexually assaulted by Libyan guards, the
European Commission, the EU’s executive body, said on 21 June that migration detention
centres (supported by EU funds) in the country needed to close.’

Amnesty International confirmed serious abuses of T
migrants in detention on 15 July. In No-one will
look for you the organisation reported that
thousands disappeared in Libyan detention
facilities; some drowned when coastguard vessels
used force to intercept crammed migrant boats;
unknown numbers died in custody ‘due to unlawful
use of force’ including firing into cells and on
groups of migrants; there is torture; exchange of
food and freedom for sex; and refusal of treatment : — :
for dying mothers. UNHCR Vvisits these facilities Migrants arbitrarily detained at

yet achieves nothing. Tarik al-Sika detention centre in
Tripoli — one of around 20 facilities
In its attempt to deny access to Europe for where detainees are trapped in a

undocumented migrants, including refugees fleeing | cycle of extortion, torture, and

from war and persecution, the European Union paid | trafficking — 16 December 2020.

off Turkey to stop migrants making dangerous sea | (Sara Creta/TNH)

journeys across the Aegean to Greece.

Then, in November 2017, a delegation from the EU negotiated with the Libyan authorities a
deal whereby the European Commission financed the Libyan Coastguard to patrol the coast
and prevent migrants crossing to Sicily and Italy.

Numbers crossing the Mediterranean from Libya dropped by 80% overnight. Because fewer
migrants are now making the dangerous passage (which has cost over 20,000 lives in less
than a decade) there are fewer vessels looking out for them. The death rate for crossing from
Libya to Italy is now at least 1:16. Over 700 died in the first half of 2021.

The New Humanitarian reported that EU aerial surveillance with drones and planes aided the
Libyan Coast Guard in locating vessels to return to Libya and discouraged other vessels from
rescuing the refugees.
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Hundreds of thousands of migrants are held in detention in Libya now. Asylum-seekers who
make it to Europe report being enslaved on farms after being bought at slave markets in
Tripoli, for up to $400 for one year.

On 19 May, Amnesty International issued a report on abuses in Swiss asylum centres,
including violence and cruel treatment in detention. Such abuse occurs throughout Europe.
The UK’s Immigration Removal Centres are a national disgrace. In a recent newsletter for
members, Amnesty International activists wrote At the external borders in Greece, Croatia,
Bulgaria and Hungary refugees experience brutality at the hands of the border police , who
are briefed to keep refugees out. Families and unaccompanied children are languishing in
overcrowded tents which are frequently flooded with little water and sanitation on the Greek
islands.’

And, in North America, The New Humanitarian 26 June reported on abuse against child
migrants in the USA. In an article ‘Alarming conditions for migrant children in Texas camp’
the UN news bulletin wrote:

‘More than 2,000 migrant children are living in dire conditions in a camp in the Texas desert
used to house unaccompanied minors waiting to be reunited with family members already in
the United States. A BBC investigation uncovered allegations of sexual abuse, COVID-19
and lice outbreaks, a lack of clean clothes, cramped conditions, and cases of self-harm among
the children. The United States has seen a sharp increase in the number of unaccompanied
minors crossing its southern border this year amid an uptick in migration — mainly from
Central America — as natural disasters, economic fallout from the pandemic, violence, and
corruption push people to head north. . . .

The detained children include an unknown number of children from Oromia and Ethiopia.

In mid-August, OSG’s regional correspondent reported increased hostility and discrimination
against refugees in Djibouti and in Hargeisa, Somaliland. Although there were arrests and
attempts to send refugees back from Djibouti for conscription into Ethiopian forces, there
were no confirmed recent cases of refoulement. The community is fearful of forced returns,
however.

There were possibly episodes of arrests in Hargeisa and refoulement to Jigjiga, Somali
Region, but refugees were certainly being pressured to leave Somaliland and claimed they
had been ‘handed over to the government’ by UNHCR. Refugees state they would prefer to
be in Bosasso, in the neighbouring semi-autonomous state of Puntland.

OLA STATEMENT 26 AUGUST (posted on Ayyaantuu.orq)

‘First, it is important to note that the situation in East Walaga is different from what occurred
previously in Horo Guduru and West Walaga. In those cases, government-aligned militias
working in coordination with Oromia Special Forces committed horrific massacres of
Amhara civilians intending to blame the Oromo Liberation Army (OLA).

As the Oromia regional state government and the Ethiopian federal government became more
focused on the Tigray War, we have seen a complete halt to those false-flag operations - a
hint to who was responsible. Since then, as was the case before, Amharas continue to live
peacefully in OLA-administered areas without any issue. As we did at the time and
repeatedly since then, for the sake of justice we are still demanding an independent
investigation into those massacres - we are confident the truth is on our side.

In regards to the situation in East Walaga, over the last year, we have seen the rise of well-
trained Amhara militias arriving in the area. Specifically, they have been operating in the part
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of East Walaga that lies between Nekemte and the Blue Nile (which is the border to Amhara
Regional State). On April 15th, armed Amharas drove out Oromo farmers and burned their
crops in a place called Mender 10 (also known as Lalistu Angar). The extent of the fires was
large enough to be caught on satellite which shows over 3000 hectares of farmland being
burned as well as homes.

In the same month, seemingly in coordination, armed Amharas launched attacks further north
in East Walaga - specifically the towns of Agamsa and Kiramu. The situation was dire
enough for both the East Walaga Zone Communication Bureau and the Gida Ayana District
Commggication Bureau to issue similar statements on Facebook decrying the actions of this
militia.”

According to these statements, the militia had targeted and killed 13 Oromo civilians and
destroyed 65 structures (including 47 homes). The statements refer to the militia as a
“radical force” trying to agitate revolt among Amhara communities that had been resettled in
East Walaga during the famine of the Derg era.

They also state that the militia, which wore ‘pale uniforms’ and carried an ‘illegal flag with
the symbol of a lion’, was trying to instigate ethnic clashes between Oromos and the Amhara
communities in the area. Flyers were being posted in the town of Gutin stating that Oromos
had to ‘leave the ancestral land of Amharas’.

According to our sources, the militia consisted of fighters without uniforms as well as
fighters wearing the tan uniform of the Amhara Special Forces. While the civilian
administration of the East Walaga zone denounced their operations, the Oromia security
officials did not commit to stopping their activities because the militia was also clashing with
OLA forces.

It was only after the Amhara militia killed 4 Oromia Special Forces unprovoked that the
security forces began to take measures. They evicted many Amhara communities not just
from Mender 10, but also from further north in Kiramu. The militia was also driven off the
main roads and they remained dormant until the beginning of this month.

According to the account given by a resident of Kiramu to BBC,* the male members of the
evicted Amharas left their wives and daughters in Amhara regional state and returned to
Kiramu, Agamsa, and Haro carrying weapons.

According to our forces, a large contingent of armed Amhara men in civilian clothing were
seen arriving in Kiramu, Sire Doro, Agamsa, and Amuru after crossing the Blue Nile on
August 13th — exactly one day after Oromia Special Forces retreated from the area. Their
arrival in Kiramu on that day is substantiated by eyewitness accounts to the BBC.

Since then they have been active throughout the area, driving people out of their homes and
burning the houses down. For example, in Lalistu Sombo (near Kiramu), they burned down
18 homes belonging to the following individuals plus two others whose names are currently
unknown. [See p.19 for list of names]

When our forces arrived in Kiramu, it was these Amhara fighters that began engaging them in
a firefight. They were armed not just with AK-47s but had heavier weaponry such as DShK
(locally known as Dishkas) and Dragunov snipers. It was only after they sustained heavy
casualties that they were driven out of Kiramu. That same day, in Sire Doro, these newly
arrived fighters slit the throats of 7 Oromo civilians accusing them of passing information
to OLA forces. It took several engagements with these forces to drive them out of Sire Doro,
Agamsa, and Amuru.

2 https://www.facebook.com/wdhkm.godinawallaggaabahaa/posts/499574804786826
® https://www.facebook.com/giddaa.ayyaanaa.9/posts/895531644324976
* https://www.bbc.com/afaanoromoo/oduu-58313687
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Similarly, further south in Uke Karsa and Horo Aleltu, in what again looks like coordinated
activity, a unit of uniformed Amhara Special Forces alongside federal forces clashed with the
OLA. Following that clash, they severely beat random young men in Uke Karsa, killing 3 of
them. From what we know, the federal military’s coordination with this force has caused a
rift between the federal military and the Oromia regional forces due to what had happened in
Mender 10 back in April of this year.

Our forces are still engaging with this newly deployed Amhara militia who have been
undertaking a campaign of burning down the homes of Oromo civilians to intimidate them
into leaving the area. So far over a hundred homes have been burned. These fighters are a
well-armed, well-trained group with a clear objective to agitate the peaceful Amhara
communities in East Walaga into revolt by sparking ethnic clashes. Even though this militia
does not wear uniforms and often operates by blending with the existing Amhara
communities that have lived side-by-side with our people for almost a century, our forces
have gone above and beyond to ensure no innocent civilians are harmed.

However, we are now seeing the usual cabal of diaspora-based propagandists working on
behalf of NaMA [National Movement of Amhara] and the irredentist elements of the Amhara
Regional State government to push a false narrative in the interest of their political agenda.
Due to this, the contrast between the current prevailing media narrative and the facts on the
ground are night and day.

They are purposefully presenting the casualties suffered by the Amhara militia as the victims
of random, wanton attacks by the OLA on innocent Amhara civilians.

It is deeply disappointing and worrying that the Amharic Program of a reputable media
organization such as Deutsche Welle has echoed this propaganda and passed it on as a
substantiated fact. If there were any innocent civilians caught in the crossfire, we are prepared
to accept responsibility and we will do what we can to assure there is justice. We once again
demand an independent investigation by the United Nations or any other concerned third
party so that the world can understand just how easily the truth gets distorted.

Moreover, we would also like to point out that what is happening in East Walaga right now is
not a unique case in Oromia; Amhara state security forces have crossed the border and
launched an invasion in Fantale, Karrayu - located in the northeastern part of Oromia.

There has been heavy fighting between Karrayyu Oromo civilians and Amhara security
forces which have encroached several kilometers into Oromia. In that situation, we have seen
the resettling of people from Amhara state into the captured land in Oromia.

This is all part of a trend we are seeing throughout the country: claims of ‘ancestral
ownership’ made by the radical, powerful elements in the Amhara regional state’s
government are being enforced by the state’s security apparatus.

That has resulted in the terror we have seen in Western Tigray, Metekel, Wollo, and now East
Walaga and Karrayu. It has been a significant destabilizing factor in the region. When
enabled and allowed to reach its objectives; we will see the kind of brutal ethnic cleansing
that has happened in Western Tigray be repeated throughout the country.

It should be remembered that Deputy Prime Minister Demeke Mekonen - himself a senior
official of the Amhara Prosperity Party - not only publicly called for the arming and
organizing of Amhara civilians - but personally oversaw training sessions in Metekel.’

In Wollo, Amhara regional forces launched several attacks on Oromo communities over two
years intending to spark a large ethnic clash to use as a pretense to disarm and occupy the
local Oromo farming communities.®

® https://addisstandard.com/news-deputy-pm-recommends. .../
® https://www.vice.conv.../they-set-everything-on-fire-the. .
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There was a horrific case of mob violence when an ambulance carrying injured Oromo
civilians from Wollo to the federal capital city (Finfinee) was attacked and everyone inside
was brutally murdered.’

It was only when the Oromo farmers began to defend themselves that the NaMA’s
propaganda arm began to promote a heavily distorted account of events. This has been an
extremely irresponsible undertaking on the part of the Amhara elite implemented with no
regard for the lives of everyday Amhara and Oromo civilians. OLA forces do not consider
any nationality or people their enemy, they are on a mission to save this region from the
brutality of this oppressive regime and remain committed to that cause.’

Oromo Advocacy and Human Rights Groups Call for Inclusive Ceasefire

Negotiations and Dialogue in Ethiopia
Washington, D.C — August 18, 2021

A coalition of Oromo advocacy and human rights organizations based in the United States,
Canada, Europe and Australia have deliberated and issued key recommendations based on
careful analysis and assessment of both the war and the current state of affairs in Ethiopia.
Emphasizing the gravity of the situation and recognizing that some important conditions have
gone unnoticed by international observers, this coalition calls for inclusive solutions. These
recommendations offer a fresh approach intended to reignite the countrywide drive for
democracy that created the political opening in 2018. The coalition recognizes that a
transition to democracy has not occurred and cannot take place without the input of
marginalized peoples and youth who were able to topple a repressive regime and break the
mold of Ethiopian politics to deliver this once-in-a-generation opportunity.

We, a coalition of Oromo advocacy and human rights groups with knowledge, lived
experiences, and expertise in Ethiopian affairs, make the following recommendations to all
countries, international organizations, multinational corporations, and other stakeholders with
an interest in peace and stability in the Horn of Africa region.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Support steps to bring about an immediate ceasefire throughout the country, which
shall include:

e A halt to hostilities in all impacted regions of Ethiopia and a call for civil discourse
that prepares a path toward a negotiated agreement that includes parties representing
all the affected areas: Tigray, Amhara, Benishangul-Gumuz, Afar, Oromia, Sidama,
Somali, SNNPR, Gambella;

e A rreturn of foreign and regional armed forces engaged in combat to their respective
bases, either regional state or sovereign state;

e An end to military command posts and martial law throughout the country, and the
return of military forces to barracks to allow civilian administration to be put into
place;

e And an immediate end to coerced recruitment of youth from all regional states into
the armed forces of Ethiopia, and to the forcible transfer of these untrained, ill-
equipped combatants to the battlefront.

" https://addisstandard.com/analysis-horrifying-accounts. ../
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Take deliberate steps toward preparing and convening an inclusive Dialogue: for the
purpose of designing a comprehensive transition to democracy and stability in Ethiopia,
through a process that acknowledges the need for civic engagement and active participation
of politically and economically disadvantaged peoples and youth.

An effective, coordinated movement of Oromo youth from 2014-2018, joined by youth of
other nations, led to the collapse of the previous government and created a once-in-a-
generation opening for the introduction of democracy in Ethiopia. But that transition has been
aborted, and the pro-democracy youth attacked as adversaries of Ethiopian political elites and
of the Prosperity Party. An inclusive Dialogue is needed to restart the process.

e The Dialogue must be all-inclusive, participatory, and transparent.

e All political prisoners must be released without delay or preconditions.

e Oromo entities, e.g., Oromo Liberation Front (OLF), Oromo Federalist Congress
(OFC) and Oromo Liberation Army (OLA), who have integral connections with the
youth whose nonviolent protests were based in civil society; as well as groups
representing all nations in Ethiopia; must play prominent roles in defining the
parameters of the Dialogue, such as venue, timetable, convener, pace, conduct, and
implementation of agreements reached among parties to the deliberations.

e Preliminary discussions, such as those currently in progress at the European
Parliament under the auspices of the Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization
(UNPO), must be encouraged.

Coalition of Advocacy and Human Rights Groups — Signatories

Advocacy 4 Oromia Melbourne, Australia
Baro Tumsa Institute Greenbelt, MD
Jabdu: Oromo American Women'’s Council Minneapolis, MN
Human Rights League of the Horn of Africa Toronto, Ontario and Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Macha Tulama Association Washington, DC
Oromia Global Forum Tacoma Park, MD
Oromia Support Group Malvern, UK ; Melbourne, Australia
Oromo Advocacy Alliance Washington DC
Oromo Legacy Leadership and Advocacy Association Falls Church, VA
Oromo Human Rights and Relief Organization —
OMRHO Oromo Menschenrechts und Hilfsorganisation Hanover, Germany
Oromo Professionals Group Washington, DC
Team Free Oromia Washington, DC
Union of Oromo Communities in Canada Ontario, Canada
West Wallega Human Rights Defenders Minneapolis, MN
#OromoProtests Washington, DC
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